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MESSAGING ON THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
Note by the Executive Secretary

1. In decision XII/2 C, the Executive Secretary was requested, subject to the availability of resources, to carry out a number of activities in support of communication, education and public awareness, and of the United Nations Decade on Biodiversity, including conducting a workshop, on the basis of a review of existing knowledge and a gap analysis and in collaboration with representatives of different stakeholder groups and taking into account behavioural analysis studies, to develop and utilize messaging approaches for the specific target groups in the context of the different Aichi Biodiversity Targets and to report on the outcomes of the workshop to the Conference of the Parties at its thirteenth meeting;

2. The Executive Secretary is circulating the present document for the information of participants in the Messaging workshop organized in the context of the meeting of the Informal Advisory Committee on Communication, Education and Public Awareness, scheduled for 28 and 29 July 2016.

3. The document has two parts.  The first part includes a presentation of the latest messages on the linkage between biodiversity and the sustainable development goals as created by the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity. The online version of the CBD document can be found at: https://www.cbd.int/development/doc/sdg-jul2016-flyer.pdf. The second part contains a compilation of two fact sheets on the Sustainable Development Goals and Goals 14 and 15 as created by the United Nations Department of Public Information (UNDPI). The document is meant to inform the discussion by the workshop on messaging for the Sustainable Development Goals.  
4. The document was compiled by the Secretariat, drawing upon resources available on the CBD website and the Trello board of UNDPI for communication on the sustainable development goals.

PART 1 – BIODIVERSITY AND THE 2030 AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

 






The online version of the CBD document above can be found at https://www.cbd.int/development/doc/sdg-jul2016-flyer.pdf

PART 2 – Why it Matters:  UNDPI material for SDGS 14 and 15
[image: image6.png]To sustainably manage
forests, combat deserti-
fication, halt and reverse
land degradation, and
halt biodiversity loss.

Forests cover nearly 31
per cent of our planet’s
land area. From the air
we breathe, to the water
we drink, to the food we
eat-forests sustain us.

Think about it. Around 1.6
billion people depend on

forests for their livelihood.
Almost 75 per cent of the
world’s poor are affected
directly by land degrada-
tion. Did you know that
forests are home to more
than 80 per cent of all
terrestrial species of ani-
mals, plants and insects?
And of the 8,300 animal
breeds known, 8 per cent
are extinct and 22 per cent
are at risk of extinction.

Biodiversity and the eco-
system services it under-
pins can also be the

basis for climate change




[image: image7.png]adaptation and disaster
risk reduction strategies
as they can deliver bene-
fits that will increase the
resilience of people to the
impacts of climate change.

Forests and nature are
also important for recre-
ation and mental well-be-
ing. In many cultures,
natural landscapes are
closely linked to spiritual
values, religious beliefs
and traditional teachings.

What would it cost to
correct the problem?

The UN Forum on Forests
Secretariat estimates that
achieving sustainable
forest management on a
global scale would cost
US$70-$160 billion per
year. The Convention on
Biological Diversity esti-
mates that US$150-$440
billion per year is required
to halt the loss of biodi-
versity at a global level by
the middle of this century.

What would it cost if we
don't correct the problem?

Biodiversity delivers mul-
tiple services from local
to global levels, while
responses to biodiversity
loss range from emotional
to utilitarian. For instance,
insects and other pol-
len-carriers are estimated

to be worth more than
US$200 billion per year
to the global food econ-
omy. Three-quarters of
the top-ranking global
prescription drugs con-
tain components derived
from plant extracts, which
would be threatened.
Natural disasters caused
by ecosystems disrupted
by human impact and
climate change already
cost the world more than
US$300 billion per year.
Deforestation and for-
est degradation results
in loss of habitat for all
species, a decrease in
freshwater quality, an
increase in soil erosion,
land degradation and
higher emissions of car-
bon into the atmosphere.
In short, not taking action
on forests impacts both
the health of the planet
and our communities.

What can we do?

Inevitably, we change
the ecosystems we are a
part of through our pres-
ence-but we can make
choices that either affirm
diversity or devalue it.

Some things we can do
to help include recycling,
eating a locally-based
diet that is sustainably
sourced, consuming
only what we need, and
limiting energy usage
through efficient heating
and cooling systems.

We must also be respect-
ful toward wildlife and
only take part in ecotour-
ism opportunities that are
responsibly and ethically
run in order to prevent
wildlife disturbance.

Well-managed protected
areas support healthy
ecosystems, which in
turn keep people healthy.
It is therefore critical to
secure the involvement
of the local communi-
ties in the development
and management of
these protected areas.

To find out more

about Goal #15 and

the other Sustainable
Development Goals, visit:

http://www.un.org/
sustainabledevelopment
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[image: image8.png]To conserve and sustain-
ably use the world’s oceans,
seas and marine resources.

Oceans provide key nat-
ural resources including
food, medicines, biofuels
and other products. They
help with the breakdown
and removal of waste and
pollution, and their coastal
ecosystems act as buffers
to reduce damage from
storms. Maintaining healthy
oceans supports climate
change mitigation and
adaptation efforts. And
have you been to the sea-
side? It’s also a great place
for tourism and recreation.

Even more, Marine
Protected Areas contrib-
ute to poverty reduc-
tion by increasing fish
catches and income, and
improving health. They
also help improve gen-
der equality, as women
do much of the work at
small-scale fisheries.

The marine environment
is also home to a stun-
ning variety of beautiful
creatures, ranging from
single-celled organisms to
the biggest animal ever to
have lived on the Earth-the
blue whale. They are also
home to coral reefs, one
of the most diverse eco-
systems on the planet.




[image: image9.png]Sounds like a worthwhile
thing to protect. So
what's the problem?

Increasing levels of debris
in the world’s oceans are
having a major environ-
mental and economic
impact. Marine debris
impacts biodiversity
through entanglement or
ingestion of debris items by
organisms, which can Kill
them or make it impossible
for them to reproduce.

As far as the world’s coral
reefs are concerned, about
20 per cent of them have
been effectively destroyed
and show no prospects

for recovery. About 24 per
cent of the remaining reefs
are under imminent risk of
collapse through human
pressures, and a further 26
per cent are under a lon-
ger-term threat of collapse.

Furthermore, improper
marine management
results in overfishing.

The lost economic ben-
efits from the fisheries
sector are estimated to
be around US$50 bil-
lion annually. The UN
Environment Programme
estimates the cumulative
economic impact of poor
ocean management prac-
tices is at least US$200
billion per year. In the

absence of mitigation
measures, climate change
will increase the cost of
damage to the ocean by
an additional US$322
billion per year by 2050.

What would it cost
to correct this?

The costs of taking
action largely are offset
by the long-term gains.
In economic terms, the
Convention on Biological
Diversity suggests that
scaled up actions to sus-
tain the global ocean
require a US$32 billion
one-time public cost and
US$21 billion dollars a
year for recurring costs.

So what can we do?

For open ocean and deep
sea areas, sustainabil-

ity can be achieved only
through increased inter-
national cooperation to
protect vulnerable hab-
itats. Establishing com-
prehensive, effective and
equitably managed sys-
tems of government-pro-
tected areas should be
pursued to conserve
biodiversity and ensure

a sustainable future for
the fishing industry.

On a local level, we should
make ocean-friendly
choices when buying prod-
ucts or eating food derived
from oceans and con-
sume only what we need.
Selecting certified products
is a good place to start.

Making small changes
in our daily lives, like
taking public transport
and unplugging elec-
tronics saves energy
and reduces our carbon
footprint which contrib-
utes to rising sea levels.

We should eliminate

plastic usage as much
as possible and orga-
nize beach clean-ups.

Most importantly, we
can spread the message
about how important
marine life is and why
we need to protect it.

To find out more

about Goal #14 and
other Sustainable
Development Goals visit:

http://www.un.org/
sustainabledevelopment
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