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Montreal, Canada, 28-29 July 2016

MESSAGING ON THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
Note by the Executive Secretary

1. In decision XII/2 C, the Executive Secretary was requested, subject to the availability of
resources, to carry out a number of activities in support of communication, education and public
awareness, and of the United Nations Decade on Biodiversity, including conducting a workshop, on the
basis of a review of existing knowledge and a gap analysis and in collaboration with representatives of
different stakeholder groups and taking into account behavioural analysis studies, to develop and utilize
messaging approaches for the specific target groups in the context of the different Aichi Biodiversity
Targets and to report on the outcomes of the workshop to the Conference of the Parties at its thirteenth
meeting;

2. The Executive Secretary is circulating the present document for the information of participants in
the Messaging workshop organized in the context of the meeting of the Informal Advisory Committee on
Communication, Education and Public Awareness, scheduled for 28 and 29 July 2016.

3. The document has two parts. The first part includes a presentation of the latest messages on the
linkage between biodiversity and the sustainable development goals as created by the Secretariat of the
Convention on Biological Diversity. The online version of the CBD document can be found at:
https://www.cbd.int/development/doc/sdg-jul2016-flyer.pdf. The second part contains a compilation of
two fact sheets on the Sustainable Development Goals and Goals 14 and 15 as created by the United
Nations Department of Public Information (UNDPI). The document is meant to inform the discussion by
the workshop on messaging for the Sustainable Development Goals.

4. The document was compiled by the Secretariat, drawing upon resources available on the CBD
website and the Trello board of UNDPI for communication on the sustainable development goals.
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Biodiversity for Sustainable
Development

Introduction

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, agreed by the 193
States Members of the United
Nations, sets out an ambitious
framework of universal goals and
targets to address a range of glo-
bal societal challenges.

Biodiversity and ecosystem serv-
ices contribute directly to human
well-being and development pri-
orities. Nearly half of the world’s
population is directly dependent
on natural resources for their
livelihoods. Many of the most vul-
nerable people depend directly
on biodiversity to fulfil their daily
subsistence needs. Biodiversity
is also at the centre of many eco-
nomic activities, including those
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related to agriculture, forestry,
fisheries and tourism. The impor-
tance of biodiversity and ecosys-
tems is reflected in many of the
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) and targets.

Therefore, consideration of bio-
diversity and ecosystems will be
essential as countries embark on
the implementation of the 2030
Agenda and its SDGs, and in the
implementation of key national
priorities for sustainable develop-
ment.

Implementation of the Strategic
Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020
will contribute to achievement
of many SDGs.

The Strategic Plan for Biodiver-

COP13 - Mainstreaming Biodiversity for Well-Being

The thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Con-
vention on Biological Diversity (CBD COP13), to be held in Cancun,
Mexico in December 2016, will focus on the linkages between biodi-
versity and a number of key sectors: agriculture, fisheries, forestry
and tourism, as well as on cross-cutting policies including develop-
ment and finance. COP13 will thus provide an important opportunity
to make advances for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for

Sustainable Development.
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sity 2011-2020 and its twenty Ai-
chi Biodiversity Targets provides
a globally-recognized framework
for priority actions on conserva-
tion and sustainable use of biodi-
versity, and the fair and equitable
sharing of the benefits arising
out of the utilization of genetic
resources. The 2030 Agenda
carefully considered and is con-
sistent with this framework. The
196 Parties to the Convention on
Biological Diversity are striving to
achieve the Aichi Targets, and the
actions taken will support imple-
mentation of the 2030 Agenda.

This leaflet provides illustrative
examples of how biodiversity can
play an essential role in efforts to
achieve the SDGs.

Goal 1 - End poverty in all its
forms everywhere

Biodiversity provides resources
and income, particularly for the
rural poor, the majority of whom
directly depend on biodiversity
and ecosystems for their subsist-
ence.

Biodiversity also underpins mil-
lions of jobs. For example, more
than 180 million people are di-
rectly or indirectly employed in
fisheries and aquaculture, provid-
ing income to households total-
ling around 540 million people,
of whom more than 90% live in
developing countries. Ecotour-
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ismis a fast-growing sector worth
around US$100 billion per year
that can generate significant em-
ployment and income for poor ru-
ral communities.

Goal 2 - End hunger, achieve
food security and improved
nutrition and promote sustain-
able agriculture

Biodiversity is a key element of
food security and a means of
improving nutrition. Many of the
most vulnerable people depend
on food gathered from natural ec-
osystems, such as forests, grass-
lands, oceans and rivers. Biodi-
versity also underpins ecosystem
functions, such as pollination and
the maintenance of soil fertility,
and water quality, which are cen-
tral to agricultural productivity.
Further maintaining genetic and
ecosystem diversity in agricul-
tural practices (agro-biodiversity)
can reduce farmers’ vulnerability
to climate change and to market
variability.

CASE: Fighting hunger and mal-
nutrition with biodiversity, Brazil
(Goal 2)

In Brazil a variety of ministries
(including those of social devel-
opment and fight against hun-
ger, health, education, agricul-
ture, and agrarian development)
worked to improve nutrition by

raising awareness of the nutri-
tional value of native species.
They worked to create markets,
and supported cultivators through
minimum price guarantees. Prod-
ucts are supplied to social entities
and schools.

Source: IlED and WCMC (2015) Main-
streaming biodiversity and development.
Tips and tasks from African experience.

Goal 3 - Ensure healthy lives
and promote well-being for all
at all ages

Nearly 1 in 4 deaths globally is
attributed to environmental risk
factors. Healthy ecosystems help
to mitigate the spread and impact
of pollution by both sequestering
and eliminating certain types of
air, water and soil pollution. Ag-
ricultural biodiversity contributes
to increased sustainable produc-
tion, reducing the need for pesti-
cides and other chemical inputs,
resulting in benefits to human
health. Further, a substantial pro-
portion of the world’s population
depends on traditional medicines
derived from biodiversity for their
health care needs.

Goal 5 - Achieve gender equali-
ty and empower all women and
girls

Women play a vital role in ag-
riculture, nutrition and the well-
being of families and communi-
ties. Recognizing women'’s roles
as key land and natural resource
managers is central to sustaina-
ble development. In addition, loss
of biodiversity and associated ec-
osystem services can perpetuate
gender inequalities by increasing
the time spent by women and
children in performing certain
tasks, such as collecting valuable
resources, including fuel, food
and water.

Goal 6 - Ensure the availability
and sustainable management
of water and sanitation for all

Ecosystems help maintain wa-
ter supply and quality, and guard
against water-related hazards
and disasters. For example,
wetlands play a role in surface,

subsurface and ground water
storage, and reduce the risk of
flooding. They alse help to cap-
ture, process and dilute pollut-
ants. Similarly, vegetation, such
as grasslands and forests, sup-
ports the healthy functioning of
watersheds. Managing ecosys-
tems to maintain these types of
services is generally more cost-
effective than employing built
technologies. It also helps pro-
long the lifetime and productivity
of water infrastructure such as
reservoirs, water supply facilities,
irrigation networks and dams.

Goal 8 - Promote sustained,
inclusive and sustainable eco-
nomic growth, full and produc-
tive employment and decent
work for all

Biodiversity and ecosystems un-
derpin many national and global
economic  activities, including

CASE: Urban planning cherishing
wetland’s wastewater purification
function, Uganda (Goals 6, 11)

Uganda's Nakivubo wetland puri-
fies Kampala’'s urban wastewater
before it is discharged into Lake
Victoria, which is the source of
drinking water for adjacent settle-
ments. One study suggests that
the economic benefits of the wet-
land, in terms of wastewater puri-
fication and nutrient retention, far
exceeds those from constructing
and operating artificial facilities.
The wetland is designated part
of Kampala city’s greenbelt zone,
and efforts are underway to con-
serve and restore the wetland.

Source: TEEB case study (2010) Using Val-
uation for Decision Support: Saving Sewage
Treatment Costs through Wetland Protec-
tion in the Nakivubo Wetland
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those related to agriculture, for-
estry, fisheries, energy, tourism,
transport and trade. Biodiversity
conservation and sustainable use
can lead to higher productivity,
more efficient resource use, and
long-term viability of resources.

Goal 9 - Build resilient infra-
structure, promote inclusive
and sustainable industrializa-
tion and foster innovation

Biodiversity and healthy ecosys-
tems can provide reliable and
cost-effective natural infrastruc-
ture. For example, coral reefs and
mangrove forests protect coasts
against flooding that are expected
to increase with climate change.
Natural infrastructure such as
vegetation in cities can reduce
the run-off of pollution into water
bodies. Such green infrastructure
can offer multiple benefits and
are often more effective than built
infrastructure in terms of cost,
longevity and effectiveness.

CASE: “Eco-safe” road infrastruc-
ture against natural hazards, Ne-
pal (Goals 1, 9, 11)

Rural roads are vital for commu-
nities to have access to markets
and basic social services. In Ne-
pal, the Government works with
communities to improve moun-
tain road construction that resists

natural disasters by combining
simple civil engineering struc-
tures with low-cost eco-engineer-
ing technology that uses locally
available vegetation.

Source: Devkota et al. (2014) Community-
based bio-engineering for eco-safe road-
sides in Nepal

Goal 11 - Make cities and hu-
man settlements inclusive,
safe, resilient and sustainable

Ecosystems and biodiversity un-
derpin the day-to-day functioning
of human settlements by deliver-
ing the basic services and con-
ditions that enable, support and
protect human production, con-
sumption and habitation. Biologi-
cal resources provide many of the
foods, building materials, energy,
and medicines that are consumed
in urban centres. Urban planning
that integrates biodiversity con-
sideration can contribute to more
sustainable, cost-effective and
healthy human settlements.

Goal 12 - Ensure sustainable
consumption and production
patterns

Consumption and production of
all goods and services require the
transformation of many natural
resources, which in turn impacts
biodiversity. Current unsustain-
able consumption and production
patterns can undermine the abil-
ity of ecosystems to provide serv-
ices for industries and communi-
ties that rely upon them.

Utilizing cleaner and more re-
source-efficient approaches that
minimize wastes and pollutants
can bring about economic op-
portunities and better quality of
life for consumers and producers
alike, and at the same time ben-
efit biodiversity.

Goal 13 - Take urgent action to
combat climate change and its
impacts*

Ecosystems, such as forests,
peatlands and wetlands, repre-
sent globally significant carbon

CASE: Reducing business risk by
taking care of environment and
people in mining industry, South
Africa (Goals 12, 17)

Biodiversity and ecosystem deg-
radation inflicts a wide range of
business risks related to produc-
tivity, supply chain management,
legal matters, market, reputation,
and finance. Following protests by
South African civil society against
mining operations near Mapun-
gubwe National Park in 2011,
mining companies, civil society,
government and academic rep-
resentatives came together un-
der the South African Mining and
Biodiversity Forum, to discuss the
development of a set of consen-
sus-based guidelines for mining
operations. The experience has
enabled large-scale platinum and
coal mining companies to start
utilizing ecosystem data in the
strategic planning phase of their
activities, thereby reducing busi-
ness risks.

IIED and WCMC (2015) Stories of
instreaming biodiversity and de-

stores, and their conservation
and sustainable use is a critical
element for avoiding dangerous
changes to the Earth’s atmos-
pheric temperature and climate
system. Efforts to protect and re-
store habitats offer cost-effective
and proven ways to mitigate cli-
mate change. Such ecosystems
can also serve as natural buffers
against climate extremes and
other disasters, and strengthen
adaptation to climate change.

*Acknowledging that the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change
is the primary international, intergovernmen-
tal forum for negotiating the global response
to climate change


https://www.cbd.int/development/doc/sdg-jul2016-flyer.pdf

CBD - BIODIVERSITY AND THE 2030 AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  JULY 2016

Goal 14 - Conserve and sus-
tainably use the oceans, seas
and marine resources for sus-
tainable development

The conservation and sustain-
able use of biodiversity in marine
and coastal ecosystems is a key
aspect of sustainable develop-
ment. Biodiversity underpins all
fishing and aquaculture activities,
as well as other species harvest-
ed for foods and medicines. Con-
servation and sustainable use
of marine and coastal biodiver-
sity is essential to ensure that the
world’s oceans, seas and marine
resources remain vital for current
and future generations.

Goal 15 - Protect, restore and
promote sustainable use of ter-
restrial ecosystems, sustain-
ably manage forests, combat
desertification and halt and
reverse land degradation and
halt biodiversity loss

The conservation, restoration and
sustainable use of terrestrial eco-
systems is essential for sustain-
able development and for achiev-
ing other SDGs. Targets under
this goal include a call to inte-
grate ecosystem and biodiversity
values into national and local de-
velopment planning, poverty re-
duction strategies and accounts
(Target 15.9). Other targets high-
light the importance of particular
ecosystems, including freshwa-
ter, forests, deserts and degraded
lands, and mountain ecosystems.

Goal 16 - Promote peaceful and
inclusive societies for sustain-
able development, provide ac-
cess to justice for all and build
effective, accountable and in-
clusive institutions at all levels

Conflicts over natural resources,
environmental degradation and
contamination can be one of the
factors leading to social insecurity
and violence. Vulnerable people

) 20N

United Natlons Decade on Blodiversity

are often disproportionately af-
fected. Strengthening the rights
of communities over natural re-
sources management, combating
illegal exploitation and corruption,
and ensuring transparent deci-
sion-making on social and envi-
ronmental issues constitute an
important process toward build-
ing an inclusive society based on
justice.

Goal 17 - Strengthen the means
of implementation and revital-
ize the global partnership for
sustainable development

The Strategic Plan for Biodiversity
2011-2020 provide opportunities
for strengthening global partner-
ship on science, technology and
innovation, dissemination of envi-
ronmentally sound technologies,
and for building national capacity
for monitoring the progress of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable De-
velopment.

more information:

www.chd.int/sp
secretariat@cbd.int

The online version of the CBD document above can be found at https://www.cbd.int/development/doc/sdg-jul2016-flyer.pdf
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PART 2 — Why it Matters: UNDPI material for SDGS 14 and 15

LIFE ON LAND:
WHY T MATTERS

What's the goal here?

To sustainably manage
forests, combat deserti-
fication, halt and reverse
land degradation, and
halt biodiversity loss.

Why?

Forests cover nearly 31
per cent of our planet’s
land area. From the air
we breathe, to the water
we drink, to the food we
eat-forests sustain us.

Think about it. Around 1.6
billion people depend on

forests for their livelihood.
Almost 75 per cent of the
world’s poor are affected
directly by land degrada-
tion. Did you know that
forests are home to more
than 80 per cent of all
terrestrial species of ani-
mals, plants and insects?
And of the 8,300 animal
breeds known, 8 per cent
are extinct and 22 per cent
are at risk of extinction.

Biodiversity and the eco-
system services it under-
pins can also be the
basis for climate change

1 LIFE
ON LAND
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people depend
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for their
livelihood.




adaptation and disaster
risk reduction strategies
as they can deliver bene-
fits that will increase the
resilience of people to the
impacts of climate change.

Forests and nature are
also important for recre-
ation and mental well-be-
ing. In many cultures,
natural landscapes are
closely linked to spiritual
values, religious beliefs
and traditional teachings.

What would it cost to
correct the problem?

The UN Forum on Forests
Secretariat estimates that
achieving sustainable
forest management on a
global scale would cost
US$70-%$160 billion per
year. The Convention on
Biological Diversity esti-
mates that US$150-$440
billion per year is required
to halt the loss of biodi-
versity at a global level by
the middle of this century.

What would it cost if we
don't correct the problem?

Biodiversity delivers mul-
tiple services from local
to global levels, while
responses to biodiversity
loss range from emotional
to utilitarian. For instance,
insects and other pol-
len-carriers are estimated

to be worth more than
US$200 billion per year
to the global food econ-
omy. Three-quarters of
the top-ranking global
prescription drugs con-
tain components derived
from plant extracts, which
would be threatened.
Natural disasters caused
by ecosystems disrupted
by human impact and
climate change already
cost the world more than
US$300 billion per year.
Deforestation and for-
est degradation results
in loss of habitat for all
species, a decrease in
freshwater quality, an
increase in soil erosion,
land degradation and
higher emissions of car-
bon into the atmosphere.
In short, not taking action
on forests impacts both
the health of the planet
and ocur communities.

What can we do?

Inevitably, we change
the ecosystems we are a
part of through our pres-
ence-but we can make
choices that either affirm
diversity or devalue it.

Some things we can do
to help include recycling,
eating a locally-based
diet that is sustainably
sourced, consuming
only what we need, and
limiting energy usage
through efficient heating
and cooling systems.

We must also be respect-
ful toward wildlife and
only take part in ecotour-
ism opportunities that are
responsibly and ethically
run in order to prevent
wildlife disturbance.

Well-managed protected
areas support healthy
ecosystems, which in
turn keep people healthy.
It is therefore critical to
secure the involvement
of the local communi-
ties in the development
and management of
these protected areas.

To find out more

about Goal #15 and

the other Sustainable
Development Goals, visit:

http://www.un.org/
sustainabledevelopment

SUSTAINABLE g™ #n,
DEVELOPMENT '..SALS
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LIFE BELOW WATER:
WHY [T MATTERS

What's the goal here?

To conserve and sustain-
ably use the world’s oceans,
seas and marine resources.

Why?

Oceans provide key nat-
ural resources including
food, medicines, biofuels
and other products. They
help with the breakdown
and removal of waste and
pollution, and their coastal
ecosystems act as buffers
to reduce damage from
storms. Maintaining healthy
oceans supports climate
change mitigation and
adaptation efforts. And
have you been to the sea-
side? It’s also a great place
for tourism and recreation.

Even more, Marine
Protected Areas contrib-
ute to poverty reduc-
tion by increasing fish
catches and income, and
improving health. They
also help improve gen-
der equality, as women
do much of the work at
small-scale fisheries.

The marine environment
is also home to a stun-
ning variety of beautiful
creatures, ranging from
single-celled organisms to
the biggest animal ever to
have lived on the Earth-the
blue whale. They are also
home to coral reefs, one
of the most diverse eco-
systems on the planet.

1 LIFE
BELOW WATER

Marine
Protected
Areas
contribute to

poverty
reduction

by increasing
people’s
income and
improving
health.




Sounds like a worthwhile
thing to protect. So
what's the problem?

Increasing levels of debris
in the world’s oceans are
having a major environ-
mental and economic
impact. Marine debris
impacts biodiversity
through entanglement or
ingestion of debiris items by
organisms, which can Kill
them or make it impossible
for them to reproduce.

As far as the world’s coral
reefs are concerned, about
20 per cent of them have
been effectively destroyed
and show no prospects

for recovery. About 24 per
cent of the remaining reefs
are under imminent risk of
collapse through human
pressures, and a further 26
per cent are under a lon-
ger-term threat of collapse.

Furthermore, improper
marine management
results in overfishing.
The lost economic ben-
efits from the fisheries
sector are estimated to
be around US$50 bil-
lion annually. The UN
Environment Programme
estimates the cumulative
economic impact of poor
ocean management prac-
tices is at least US$200
billion per year. In the

absence of mitigation
measures, climate change
will increase the cost of
damage to the ocean by
an additional US$322
billion per year by 2050.

What would it cost
to correct this?

The costs of taking
action largely are offset
by the long-term gains.
In economic terms, the
Convention on Biological
Diversity suggests that
scaled up actions to sus-
tain the global ocean
require a US$32 billion
one-time public cost and
US$21 billion dollars a
year for recurring costs.

So what can we do?

For open ocean and deep
sea areas, sustainabil-

ity can be achieved only
through increased inter-
national cooperation to
protect vulnerable hab-
itats. Establishing com-
prehensive, effective and
equitably managed sys-
tems of government-pro-
tected areas should be
pursued to conserve
biodiversity and ensure

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

UNEP/CBD/CEPA-IAC/2016/1/INF/5
Page 9

a sustainable future for
the fishing industry.

On a local level, we should
make ocean-friendly
choices when buying prod-
ucts or eating food derived
from oceans and con-
sume only what we need.
Selecting certified products
is a good place to start.

Making small changes
in our daily lives, like
taking public transport
and unplugging elec-
tronics saves energy
and reduces our carbon
footprint which contrib-
utes to rising sea levels.

We should eliminate

plastic usage as much
as possible and orga-
nize beach clean-ups.

Most importantly, we
can spread the message
about how important
marine life is and why
we need to protect it.

To find out more

about Goal #14 and
other Sustainable
Development Goals visit:

http://www.un.org/
sustainabledevelopment
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