Dialogue seminar on scaling up finance for biodiversity
Quito- Ecuador (March 6-9, 2011)
information note for participants
Official opening

The official opening for the Dialogue seminar on scaling up finance for biodiversity will take place at 09:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 6 March 2012.  The Ministry of Environment of Ecuador will invite a Welcome Reception on 6 March 2012 at 19:00 p.m. at the venue of the event (gardens of Hotel Quito). 
Venue

All of the meetings listed above will be held at: 

Hotel Quito 
Av. González Suárez N27 - 142 

Quito – Ecuador
Telephone: (+593)2 3964-900 
E-mail:  reservaciones@hotelquito.com 
Web site:  www.hotelquito.com
Plenary will be held in Room “Cayambe” at Hotel Quito. The organizers of the event will count with an additional Room for coordination purposes: “Room Sangay”. Both Rooms are located in the basement floor.

A “Cultural Evening Dinner” will be hosted by SWEDBIO at Restaurant “Barlovento” (in front of Hotel Quito) the night of the 7th of March at 19h00. Restaurant’s Address in Annex 1. 
Registration
Registration will be possible from 08h00am to 10h00 during the first day of the meeting, outside the main room of the event (Cayambe). 

Fieldtrip and Presentations 
For the fieldtrip planned by the 8th of March we recommend you to bring a rain coat and outdoor shoes, considering also chances of rain for that day. In addition there will be time to get in the hot springs in Papallacta so if you want to get in we recommend you to bring also a swimsuit, towel and sandals. More information for the fieldtrip is available at:  http://www.oyacachi.org.ec/sitio/index.html and http://www.papallacta.com.ec/.
For those participants giving a presentation we inform that the laptop used in the event will be working with Windows 7 (so please bring your presentations compatible to this version).
Visa and health requirements 
Visa 

Ecuador requires Visas to citizens of the following countries - according the website of the Ministry of Foreigner Affaires: 
China, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan and Somalia (http://www.mmrree.gob.ec/servicios/visas.asp). Citizens from Colombia would need to bring also the Criminal Record (Pasado Judicial). 

It is possible that some Delegates would require Transit Visas in case you needed to connect your flight in a third country. Please, confirm as soon as possible with the respective local Embassy or Embassies of those countries if you require a Transit Visa before your trip to Ecuador. 

To facilitate the issuance of visas, the Secretariat will issue upon request invitation letters to be attached to the visa applications.

health requirements
The high-lands in Ecuador (like the area where Quito and its surrounding areas are located) are free of tropical diseases (such as yellow-fever). However, if you are travelling after the event to other areas in the country it is recommended to vaccine for yellow-fever. In addition some countries could require also this vaccination after your visit to Ecuador (so please check with your doctor in case you will need this vaccine). 
You can check other information related at: http://www.mdtravelhealth.com/destinations/samerica/ecuador.php 
Hotel information

The organizers of the Dialogue are blocking rooms in Hotel Quito for those delegates that are not being sponsored by the event. Please, confirm if you want to stay at Hotel Quito by January 31st 2012. Daily Rates for the Hotel are USD 91.06 for a Single Superior and USD 95.95 for a Single Executive (including buffet breakfast and free WI‑FI). Lunch, coffee breaks, the cultural evening dinner on Wednesday 7th and the entry to the Papallacta hot springs for the field trip on Thursday 8th, will be covered by the organizers.
After 31st of January, we cannot guarantee your reservation at Hotel Quito. To confirm if you need a reservation at Hotel Quito and transfer please send an e-mail to arturo.mora@iucn.org  (copying: pasanteconomia@iucn.org).  
Other suggestions for hotel close to the venue (near 10 minutes walking) are:
SWISS Hotel Quito:  http://www.swissotel.com/EN/Destinations/Ecuador/Swissotel+Quito/Hotel+Home/Hotel+Description  

RADISSON Hotel Quito:  http://www.radisson.com/quito-hotel-ec/ecquito 
General information on access to Quito
Quito is served by “Mariscal Sucre” International Airport (UIO) which is located in the northern area of the city. Taxis are available from the Airport (around USD 6.00 from the Airport to the Hotel). Hotel Quito offers a transfer from the Airport to the Hotel (USD10.00) – please indicate if you need this service in advance to pasanteconomia@iucn.org.

General information of the city of Quito

Quito is located at 2,800 meters above sea level in the northern Andes. It is recommend for your first day of staying to drink water, walking slowly and avoiding excessive physical exercise and alcohol if you are not accustomed to high lands. 
Quito’s old city was one of the first cities declared World Heritage Site by UNESCO and is considered the largest colonial area in the Americas. In addition, around Quito it is possible to find several natural areas, including Paramo and tropical forest. 
More information of the city can be found in this video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=kSgmOC9Xh5c 
A List of restaurants close to the venue of the meeting is found in Annex 1 of this document. 
Official language
Spanish is the official language in Ecuador. English is spoken in touristic and recreational sites in largest cities.  
Weather and time zone information  
Weather could change notably during the day in Quito. In March temperatures in Quito usually range between a maximum of +19°C in the daytime and a minimum of +9°C at night.  March is considered as a rainy season in Ecuador. Current weather conditions in the area can be found at:  http://www.weather.com/weather/today/ECXX0008 

The standard time zone will be GMT/UTC -5 hours.
Electricity

The electrical currents are 120 volts, 60 Hertz a (two-pin flat and vertical with a ground connection).

Currency 
The currency in Ecuador is American Dollar (USD). For notes, only American Dollars can be found. For coins it is possible to find American Dollars and “Ecuadorian” coins (the Ecuadorians coins don’t receive a specific name and they have exactly the same value than the American coins).
Disclaimer
The CBD Secretariat, SWEDBIO, NORAD and IUCN disclaim all responsibility for medical, accident and travel insurance, for compensation for death or disability compensation, for loss of or damage to personal property and for any other loss that may be incurred during travel time or the period of participation.  In this context, it is strongly recommended to secure international medical insurance for the period of participation prior to departure. 

ANNEX 1 – List of suggested Restaurants close to the Venue (Hotel Quito)
“Isabel La Catolica” Street Area (one block South from Hotel Quito)
· Chacarón (steak/Argentinean style) – 2 blocks south from the Hotel

· Segundo Muelle (Peruvian food) – 3 blocks south from the Hotel

· Lemon Grass (Thai food/fusion) – 3 blocks south from the Hotel

· NOE (Japanese/sushi) - 3 blocks south from the Hotel
· Entença (Mediterranean cuisine) – 4 blocks south from the Hotel 

· Fine (pub/grill) – 6 blocks south from the Hotel

· PIM’s (international) - 6 blocks south from the Hotel

· Lo Nuestro (Ecuadorian/sea food) – 7 blocks south from the Hotel

· Happy Panda (Chinese cuisine) - 7 blocks south from the Hotel

· Pobre Diablo (Ecuadorian/international) – 8 blocks south from the Hotel
González Suárez Avenue Area (in front of Hotel Quito) 

· Barlovento (Ecuadorian cuisine) – in front of Hotel Quito. Address: Av. 12 de Octubre  y Orellana Tel. (00593) 2224683 /2223751
· Hunters (International/fast food) – in front of Hotel

· Los Choris (Argentinean/fast food) – one block north from the Hotel
· Casolette (Italian/International) – 3 blocks north from the Hotel  
