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Agenda item 5

SUPPORT OF GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT FACILITY TO THE ARAB REGION 

Note by the Executive Secretary 

1. The Global Environment Facility (GEF) operating the financial mechanism of the Convention has 

been a consistent supporter for biodiversity projects in the Arab region.  Except for the high-income Arab 

countries such as Qatar, United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Bahrain and Saudi Arabia, as well as the conflict-

inflicted countries including Iraq and Somalia, all other Arab countries have been beneficiaries of GEF 

funding in the past fifteen years.   GEF is expected to continue its role in catalyzing financial support to 

national and regional biodiversity activities in the Arab region. 

2. This brief note first provides a snapshot of the overall status of GEF funding in the region, and 

then describes funding opportunities under the GEF-5 biodiversity strategy.  The workshop participants 

are invited to consider the following questions: 

 GEF-4 (2007-2010): how effective was GEF in operating the financial mechanism of the 

Convention? 

 GEF-5 (2010-2014): how to maximize the benefits of using the STAR allocations? What regional 

and subregional projects can be designed for GEF funding? 

 GEF-6 (2014-2018): what funding needs are necessary to implement the Convention in Arab 

region? 

A. Overall Status of GEF Funding in the Arab region 

3. Using the GEF project database (accessed on 1 November 2010), annex I of the present note tries 

to capture all GEF-funded projects for biodiversity, land degradation, international waters and multi focal 

area.  The overall status can be summarized as follows: 

(a) Most Arab countries have implemented GEF funded projects in assessing needs and 

priorities, and developing national biodiversity strategies and action plans and reports; 
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(b) Dry and sub-humid ecosystems and marine and coastal ecosystems account for the majority 

of GEF funding to the Arab region, reflecting the particular conditions of biodiversity and 

ecosystem services in the region, and also pointing to the focus of future funding directions.  

The former can benefit from land degradation focal area of GEF funding, and the latter from 

international waters focal area; 

(c) Agricultural ecosystems, inland water ecosystems and forest ecosystems have been covered 

in only a limited number of GEF projects in the region; 

(d) Half of the Arab countries have accessed GEF funding for clearing-house mechanisms; 

(e) Only a quarter of the Arab countries have hosted biosafety projects; 

(f) There are a few examples of GEF funding for sectoral mainstreaming, species conservation 

and country studies in the Arab region; 

(g) Only three countries have participated in the Small Grants Programme. 

B. Funding Opportunities under the GEF-5 Biodiversity Strategy 

National GEF Portfolio Identification Exercise 

4. All recipient countries will have access to GEF resources to undertake, on a voluntary basis, 

National GEF Portfolio Identification exercises that could serve as a basis for seeking GEF support.  The 

GEF Secretariat will facilitate the portfolio identification exercise, and the GEF will make available 

financial support of up to $30,000 to each country under the corporate programs. 

Protected area systems 

5. GEF-5 will invest US$ 700 million to improve the management effectiveness of protected areas 

covering an estimated 170 million hectares, in line with the CBD Programme of Work on Protected 

Areas. The additional investment in 170 million hectares of protected areas under effective management 

for biodiversity conservation would total about 14 % of the area of existing terrestrial protected areas in 

GEF-eligible countries or about 23 % of the area of existing marine protected areas in GEF-eligible 

countries. 

Mainstreaming 

6. GEF support to mainstreaming under targeted at $250 million is expected to lead to sustainable 

use and management of biodiversity in the productive landscapes or seascapes of about 60 million 

hectares. 

Biosafety 

7. GEF will provide support ($ 40 million) to capacity building on biosafety, which will allow those 

countries who have not yet implemented national biosafety frameworks to do so while dedicating the 

remaining resources to regional and thematic projects as outlined in the Council-approved biosafety 

strategy.  

Access and benefit sharing 
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8. GEF has programmed US$40 million as initial capacity building support to access and benefit 

sharing in response to existing COP guidance and the Nagoya Protocol. 

Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (ABNJ) 

9. The GEF biodiversity focal area will partner with the international waters focal area and set aside 

$25 million from the Focal Area Set-Aside (FAS) to initiate a global pilot program focused on the 

protection of marine biodiversity in “Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction” (ABNJ). 

Enabling activities 

10. Countries will be able to access the focal area set-aside funds (FAS) to implement enabling 

activities for an amount up to $500,000 on an expedited basis. A total of $ 40 million will be available for 

this support. Enabling activity support could be provided for revising National Biodiversity Strategies and 

Action Plans (NBSAPs) in line with the CBD’s new strategic plan to be adopted at COP-10, national 

reporting, and implementation of guidance related to the Clearing House Mechanism (CHM). 

Land use, land-use change, and forestry (LULUCF) 

11. Under the climate change focal area, US$50 million (plus $100 million to SFM) has been 

programmed to promote conservation and enhancement of carbon stocks through sustainable management 

of land use, land-use change, and forestry.  10-15 countries are expected to use the fund for adopting good 

management practices and implementing projects. 

International waters 

12. GEF-5 funding for international waters has been programmed as follows: 

 $130 million to catalyze multi-state cooperation to balance conflicting water uses in 

transboundary surface and groundwater basins while considering climatic variability and change 

 $180 million to catalyze multi-state cooperation to rebuild marine fisheries and reduce pollution 

of coasts and Large Marine Ecosystems (LMEs) while considering climatic variability and 

change 

 $90 million to support foundational capacity building, portfolio learning, and targeted research 

needs for joint, ecosystem-based management of trans-boundary water systems 

 $ 20 million to promote effective management of Marine Areas beyond National Jurisdiction 

(ABNJ) 

Land degradation 

13. GEF-5 funding for land degradation focal area is allocated as follows: 

 $200 million to maintain or improve flow of agro-ecosystem services to sustaining the livelihoods 

of local communities 

 $30 million to generate sustainable flows of forest ecosystem services in drylands, including 

sustaining livelihoods of forest dependant people 

 $135 million to reduce pressures on natural resources from competing land uses in the wider 

landscape 

 $15 million to increase capacity to apply adaptive management tools in SLM 

Sustainable Forest Management/REDD-Plus 
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14. The GEF-5 strategy identifies $250 million for the SFM portfolio, with two components: (a) 

Reduce pressures on forest resources and generate sustainable flows of forest ecosystem services; and (b) 

Strengthen the enabling environment to reduce GHG emissions from deforestation and forest degradation 

and enhance carbon sinks from LULUCF activities. 

GEF Earth Fund 

15. GEF-5 allocates $80 million to the Earth Fund, with the aim of leveraging additional resources 

from the private sector. Relevant elements include: 

 Promoting business participation in sustainable forest management (SFM) initiatives; 

 Deploying market-based instruments for biodiversity protection and the provision of ecosystem 

services in developing countries. This may include initiatives under the Business, Biodiversity 

and Offsets Program (BBOP) which generates measurable conservation outcomes through 

biodiversity offsets associated with extractive industry project development; 

 Combining development and conservation by means of a nature-based “BioDevelopment Fund,” 

a concept to promote the utilization of the emerging tools of genomics, proteonomics and even 

biomimetic applications to tap into the massive biodevelopment potential of the global protected 

areas system. Its design would seek to complement the developing CBD agenda on Access and 

Benefit Sharing (ABS). 

C. Effectiveness in Using the System for Transparent Allocation of Resources (STAR) 

16. For the period 2010-2014, the overall focal area envelopes for GEF-5 are set at $1,210 million for 

biodiversity, $1,360 million for climate change, and $405 million for land degradation. The focal area set 

asides, which include contributions to enabling activities, global and regional activities, and sustainable 

forest management (SFM), amount to 20 percent of these allocations. The resultant amounts after these 

set asides are taken out and therefore the amounts available for national STAR allocations are $968 

million for biodiversity, $1,088 million for climate change, and $324 million for land degradation. The 

initial GEF-5 country allocations for the Arab countries are compiled in table 1. 

Table 1. Initial GEF-5 country allocations for the Arab countries 

Country (M$) Biodiversity Land Degradation Climate Change  Total 

Algeria 3.87 1.99 9.17 15.03 

Comoros 2.08 0.7 2 4.78 

Djibouti 1.5 3.14 2 6.64 

Egypt 4.58 1.49 14.48 20.55 

Iraq 1.5 0 2.58 4.08 

Jordan 1.5 3.44 2.06 7 

Lebanon 1.5 2.75 2 6.25 

Libya 1.5 0.91 2.09 4.5 

Mauritania 2.05 2.87 2 6.92 

Morocco 4.9 5.04 5.81 15.75 

Sudan 3.68 2.67 8.88 15.23 

Syria 1.5 4.3 5.39 11.19 

Tunisia 1.5 5.36 4 10.86 

Yemen 4.27 2.11 2.66 9.04 

Total 35.93 36.77 65.12 137.82 
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17. Countries with a total indicative allocation of up to the flexibility threshold ($7 million) can 

allocate the sum total of their allocation for projects across any, or all, of the three focal areas of 

biodiversity, climate change, and land degradation under the STAR. For these countries, tracking of the 

utilization of GEF resources will be carried out at the level of the total sum of the three focal area 

allocations, rather than at the level of individual focal area allocations. Comoros, Djibouti, Iraq, Jordan, 

Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania all belongs to flexibility category. 

18. The consolidated guidance to the financial mechanism from the Conference of the Parties, which 

is reproduced in annex II, should be used in the effective utilization of the STAR allocations. The 

Conference of the Parties decided to assess the effectiveness of the financial mechanism taking into 

account, inter alia: 

 (a) The actions taken by the financial mechanism in response to the guidance of the 

Conference of the Parties; 

(b) The number of developing country Parties, in particular least developed countries and 

small island developing States, countries that are most environmentally vulnerable, and Parties with 

economies in transition that receive timely, adequate and predictable funds to meet the agreed full 

incremental cost to them of implementing measures that fulfil the obligations under the Convention. 

(c)  Views of developing country Parties, in particular least developed countries and small 

island developing States, countries that are most environmentally vulnerable, and Parties with economies 

in transition as to the performance and conditions for the provision of GEF resources through the 

Implementing and Executing Agencies; 

(d)  The quantity, nature and sources of financial resources provided through the financial 

mechanism for the attainment of the objectives of the Convention. 

D. Funding Needs 2014-2018 

19. The Conference of the Parties decided to conduct an assessment of funding needs that are 

necessary to assist developing countries and countries with economies in transition, in accordance with 

the guidance provided by the Conference of the Parties, in fulfilling their commitments under the 

Convention over the sixth GEF replenishment cycle. The funding needs assessment should take into 

account:  

 (a) Article 20, paragraph 2, and Article 21, paragraph 1, of the Convention, and the Strategic 

Plan of the Convention for the period 2011-2020; 

 (b) Guidance to the financial mechanism from the Conference of the Parties which calls for 

future financial resources; 

(c) All obligations under the Convention and relevant decisions adopted by the Conference 

of the Parties, 

(d) The information communicated to the Conference of the Parties in the national reports 

submitted in accordance with Article 26 of the Convention; 

(e) Rules and guidelines agreed by the GEF Council for determining eligibility for funding 

of projects; 
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 (f)  National strategies, plans or programs developed in accordance with Article 6 of the 

Convention; 

 (g) Information communicated to the Conference of the Parties from the Global Environment 

Facility on the number of eligible programmes and projects that were submitted to the Global 

Environment Facility, the number that were approved for funding, and the number that were turned down 

owing to lack of resources; 

 (h) Experience gained by those concerned in the implementation of projects, and those 

responsible for conducting needs assessment reports under the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change, the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer and the Stockholm 

Convention. 

(i)  Experience to date, including limitations and successes of projects funded by the Global 

Environment Facility, as well as the performance of the Facility and its implementing and executing 

agencies. 

(j)  Synergies with other GEF-funded Conventions. 

 

Reference 

GEF (2010a). GEF-5 Programming Document, GEF/R.5/31/CRP.1, 12 May 2010 

GEF (2010b). GEF-5 Initial STAR Allocations, GEF/C.38/Inf.8/Rev.1, 1 July 2010   

GEF (2010c). GEF-5 Operational Procedures for the System for a Transparent Allocation of Resources 

(STAR), GEF/C.38/9/Rev.1, 1 July 2010   

 

ANNEX I. SNAPSHOT OF GEF-FUNDED PROJECTS IN THE ARAB REGION 

Needs and Priorities Assessment 

Country Project GEF grant Co-

financing 

Algeria Assessment of Capacity Building Needs and Country Specific 

Priorities in Biological Diversity (add on) 

100,000  

Algeria National Capacity Needs Self-Assessment (NCSA) for 

Environmental Management 

198,000 60,000 

Comoros Capacity Needs Assessment for the implementation of the 

National Biodiversity Strategy and support to the Clearing House 

Mechanism 

274,000  

Comoros National Capacity Self-Assessment (NCSA) for Global 

Environmental Management 

200,000 40,000 

Djibouti National Capacity Needs Self-Assessment (NCSA) for Global 

Environmental Management 

200,000 50,000 

Egypt Assessment of Capacity Building Needs in Country Specific 

Priorities in Biodiversity Management and Conservation in Egypt 

148,000 42,000 

Egypt National Capacity Self-Assessment (NCSA) for Environmental 200,000 35,000 
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Management 

Jordan Assessment of Capacity Building Needs and Country/Authority 

Specific Priorities in Biodiversity (Additional Financing) 

87,500 40,000 

Jordan National Capacity Self-Assessment (NCSA) Environmental 

Management 

200,000 25,000 

Lebanon Assessment of Capacity Building Needs and Country Specific 

Priorities in Biodiversity (add on) 

100,000 45,000 

Lebanon National Capacity Needs Self-Assessment for Global 

Environmental Management 

200,000 50,000 

Libya National Capacity Needs Self-Assessment (NCSA) for Libya to 

Manage the Global Environmental 

200,000 50,000 

Mauritania Assessment of Capacity-building Needs for Biodiversity, 

Participation in CHM and Preparation of Second National Report 

148,280 23,750 

Mauritania National Capacity Needs Self-Assessment (NCSA) for Global 

Environmental Management 

200,000 25,000 

Morocco Development of the National Clearing House Mechanism, 

Capacity Assessment for ABS and Taxonomy in Morocco, and 

Updating of the NBSAP 

207,500 20,000 

Morocco National Capacity Self-Assessment (NCSA) for Global 

Environmental Management 

200,000 50,000 

Oman Assessing Capacity-building Needs and Country-specific 

Priorities in Biodiversity (add on) 

150,000 75,000 

Sudan Assessment of Capacity Building Needs and Country Specific 

Priorities in Biodiversity Management and Conservation in Sudan 

102,000 10,000 

Sudan National Capacity Self-Assessment (NCSA) for Global 

Environment Management 

200,000 50,000 

Syria Assessment of Capacity-building Needs and Country-specific 

Priorities in Biodiversity 

120,000 60,000 

Syria National Capacity Self-Assessment (NCSA) for Global 

Environment Management 

200,000 30,000 

Tunisia Assessment of Capacity-building Needs for Biodiversity and 

Participation in the Establishment of a Clearing House 

Mechanism (CHM) - ADD ON 

186,900 75,000 

Tunisia Self-Assessment of National Capacity in Tunisia to Manage the 

Global Environment 

200,000 25,000 

Yemen Assessment of Capacity Building Needs and Country Specific 

Priorities in Biodiversity 

100,000 40,000 

Yemen National Capacity Self-Assessment (NCSA) for Global 

Environment Management 

200,000 25,000 

 

National Biodiversity Strategy, Action Plan and Report 

Country Project GEF grant Co-

financing 

Algeria National Biodiversity Strategy, Action Plan and Report to the 

CBD 

230,500  

Comoros National Biodiversity Strategy, Action Plan and Country Report 

to the CoP 

131,700  

Djibouti Capacity Building, Development of a National Biodiversity 

Strategy and Action Plan and National Report to the CBD 

558,260  

Egypt National Biodiversity Strategy, Action Plan and First National 288,000  
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Report to the CBD 

Egypt Mainstreaming Global Environment in National Plans and 

Policies by Strengthening the Monitoring and Reporting System 

for Multilateral Environmental Agreements 

475,000 812,000 

Jordan Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (BSAP) and Report to the 

CBD 

350,000  

Jordan Developing Policy Relevant Capacity for Implementation of the 

Global Environmental Conventions in Jordan 

475,000 500,000 

Lebanon Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan and Report to the CBD 145,000  

Mauritania National Biodiversity Conservation Strategy, Action Plan and 

First National Report to the CBD 

233,000  

Morocco Development of the National Clearing House Mechanism, 

Capacity Assessment for ABS and Taxonomy in Morocco, and 

Updating of the NBSAP 

207,500 20,000 

Morocco National Biodiversity Strategy, and Action Plan and First National 

Report to the CBD 

191,200  

Morocco Mainstreaming Global Environmental Aspects in the planning and 

monitoring processes of the National Human Development 

Initiative (NHDI) in Morocco 

460,000 200,000 

Oman Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan and Report to CBD 266,000  

Sudan National Biodiversity Strategies, Action Plan, and the Report to 

the CBD 

334,000  

Syria Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan and Report to the CBD 194,000 40,000 

Tunisia Biodiversity Strategy, Action Plan and National Report 89,000  

Yemen Biodiversity Strategy, Action Plan, and the Report to the CBD 290,000  

 

Dry and Sub-Humid Ecosystems 

Country Project GEF grant Co-financing 

Algeria Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Natural Resource 

Management 

725,000 1,373,000 

Algeria Conservation and Sustainable Use of Globally Significant 

Biodiversity in the Tassili and Ahaggar National Parks 

3,540,620 2,550,100 

Algeria MENARID Conservation of Globally Significant Biodiversity 

and Sustainable Use of Ecosystem Services in Algeria’s Cultural 

Parks 

5,387,142 10,022,858 

Djibouti SIP-Harmonizing support: a national program integrating water 

harvesting schemes and sustainable land management 

960,000 10,635,000 

Egypt Conservation and Sustainable Use of Medicinal Plants in Arid 

and Semi-arid Ecosystems 

4,117,000 4,766,000 

Egypt Developing Renewable Ground Water Resources in Arid Lands: a 

Pilot Case - the Eastern Desert of Egypt 

830,000 1,005,000 

Egypt Strengthening Protected Area Financing and Management 

Systems 

3,616,000 13,800,000 

Jordan Integrated Ecosystem and Natural Resource Management in the 

Jordan Rift Valley 

6,150,000 6,100,000 

Jordan MENARID Mainstreaming Sustainable Land and Water 

Management Practices 

6,445,000 23,139,000 

Lebanon SFM Safeguarding and Restoring Lebanon's Woodland Resources 980,000 1,275,000 

Lebanon Strengthening of National Capacity and Grassroots In-Situ 2,500,000 762,600 
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Conservation for Sustainable Biodiversity Protection 

Mauritania SIP-Participatory Environmental Protection and Poverty 

Reduction in the Oases of Mauritania 

4,190,000 19,282,600 

Morocco Transhumance for Biodiversity Conservation in the Southern 

High Atlas 

4,252,000 6,071,000 

Morocco Protected Areas Management 10,100,000 3,400,000 

Morocco MENARID Participatory Control of Desertification and Poverty 

Reduction in the Arid and Semi Arid High Plateau Ecosystems of 

Eastern Morocco 

6,000,000 19,035,165 

Sudan Conservation and Management of Habitats and Species, and 

Sustainable Community Use of Biodiversity in Dinder National 

Park 

750,000 1,100,000 

Sudan SIP-Sustainable Land Management for Sustainable Livelihoods in 

the Toker Area of East Sudan 

950,000 4,250,000 

Sudan Protected Area Network Management and Building Capacity in 

Post-conflict Southern Sudan 

3,820,000 4,400,000 

Syria Biodiversity Conservation and Protected Area Management 3,291,850 3,434,000 

Tunisia Protected Areas Management Project 5,130,000 4,590,000 

Tunisia MENARID Support to Sustainable Land Management in the 

Siliana Governorate 

5,000,000 22,684,000 

Tunisia Second Natural Resources Management Project 9,726,000 75,700,000 

Tunisia MENARID Ecotourism and Conservation of Desert Biodiversity 4,272,300 3,300,000 

Yemen Protected Areas Management 740,000 680,000 

Regional  Participatory Management of Plant Genetic Resources in Oases of 

the Maghreb (Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia) 

2,778,764 3,500,000 

Regional  Biological Diversity Conservation through Participatory 

Rehabilitation of the Degraded Lands of the Arid and Semi-Arid 

Transboundary Areas of Mauritania and Senegal (Mauritania) 

7,971,000 4,370,000 

Regional Fouta Djallon Highlands Integrated Natural Resources 

Management Project (FDH-INRM) (Tranches 1 and 2) 

(Mauritania) 

11,000,000 33,000,000 

Regional SIP-Stimulating Community Initiatives in Sustainable Land 

Management (SCI-SLM) (Morocco) 

912,391 1,182,181 

Regional SIP PROGRAM: Strategic Investment Program for SLM in Sub-

Saharan Africa (SIP) (Mauritania, Sudan) 

4,193,673 978,426,000 

Regional  MENARID Cross Cutting M & E Functions and Knowledge 

Management for INRM within the MENARID Programme 

Framework (Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, Tunisia, Yemen) 

667,270 1,600,000 

Regional  MENARID Reducing Risks to the Sustainable Management of 

the North West Sahara Aquifer System (NWSAS) (Algeria, 

Libya, Tunisia) 

960,000 1,641,140 

Global  Promoting Best Practices for Conservation and Sustainable Use 

of Biodiversity of Global Significance in Arid and Semi-arid 

Zones (Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, Syria, Tunisia) 

750,000 150,000 

Global  Enabling Sustainable Dryland Management Through Mobile 

Pastoral Custodianship (Morocco) 

950,000 1,875,000 

Global  Enabling Sustainable Dryland Management Through Mobile 

Pastoral Custodianship: World Initiative on Sustainable 

Pastoralism (add on) (Morocco) 

300,000  
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Marine and Coastal Ecosystems 

Country Project GEF grant Co-financing 

Comoros Conservation of Biodiversity and Sustainable Development in the 

Federal Islamic Republic of Comoros 

2,442,000 840,000 

Comoros SIP-Integrated Ecological Planning and Sustainable Land 

Management in Coastal Ecosystems in the Comoros in the Three 

Island of (Grand Comore, Anjouan, and Moheli) 

1,000,000 1,872,000 

Djibouti Establishing Effectively Managed Marine Protected Areas in 

Djibouti 

980,000 1,170,000 

Egypt Red Sea Coastal and Marine Resource Management 4,750,000 980,000 

Egypt Alexandria Coastal Zone Management Project (ACZM) 7,150,000 647,003,293 

Egypt MED Enhanced Water Resources Management 6,682,500 34,300,000 

Jordan Gulf of Aqaba Environmental Action Plan 2,700,000 9,972,500 

Jordan Mainstreaming Marine Biodiversity Conservation into Coastal 

Management in the Aqaba Special Economic Zone 

950,000 7,300,000 

Lebanon Market Policy and Legislative Development for Mainstreaming 

the Sustainable Management of Marine and Coastal Ecosystems 

in Lebanon 

950,000 1,250,000 

Mauritania Rescue Plan for the Cap Blanc Colony of the Mediterranean 

Monk Seal 

150,000 75,000 

Morocco MED Integrated Coastal Zone Management-Mediterranean Coast 5,181,818 20,000,000 

Syria MED Coastal Rivers and Orontes River Basins Water Resources 

Management Project 

3,050,000 4,950,000 

Tunisia Gulf of Gabes Marine and Coastal Resources Protection 6,060,000 2,740,000 

Tunisia Tunisia Northern Tunis Wastewater Project 8,000,000 547,000,000 

Yemen Conservation and Sustainable Use of the Biodiversity of Socotra 

Archipelago 

4,944,700 8,013,200 

Yemen Strengthening Socotra's Policy and Regulatory Framework for 

Mainstreaming Biodiversity 

975,000 1,750,000 

Yemen Protection of Marine Ecosystems of the Red Sea Coast 2,800,000  

Yemen Coastal Zone Management along the Gulf of Aden 725,000 540,000 

Regional  Oil Pollution Management Project for the Southwest 

Mediterranean Sea (Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia) 

18,260,000 1,740,000 

Regional  Implementation of the Strategic Action Programme(SAP) for the 

Red Sea and Gulf of Aden (Djibouti, Egypt, Jordan, Sudan, 

Yemen) 

19,000,000 25,650,000 

Regional  Conservation of Wetland and Coastal Ecosystems in the 

Mediterranean Region (Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco, Tunisia) 

13,273,200 26,320,000 

Regional  Determination of Priority Actions for the Further Elaboration and 

Implementation of the Strategic Action Programme for the 

Mediterranean Sea (Algeria, Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco, Syria, 

Tunisia) 

5,950,000 4,185,000 

Regional  Western Indian Ocean Islands Oil Spill Contingency Planning 

(Comoros) 

2,814,000 1,123,000 

Regional  Coral Reef Monitoring Network in Member States of the Indian 

Ocean Commission (COI), within the Global Reef Monitoring 

Network (GCRMN) (Comoros) 

737,240 623,847 

Regional  Southwest Indian Ocean Fisheries Project (SWIOFP) (Comoros) 12,000,000 22,950,000 

Regional  Addressing Land-based Activities in the Western Indian Ocean 4,186,140 6,902,325 
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(WIO-LaB) (Comoros) 

Regional  Programme for the Agulhas and Somali Current Large Marine 

Ecosystems: Agulhas and Somali Current Large Marine 

Ecosystems Project (ASCLMEs) (Comoros) 

12,200,000 18,262,500 

Regional  Protection of the North West Sahara Aquifer System (NWSAS) 

and related humid zones and ecosystems (Algeria, Libya, Tunisia) 

600,000 816,000 

Regional  Protection of the Canary Current Large Marine Ecosystem (LME) 

(Mauritania, Morocco) 

8,090,000 17,716,250 

Regional  Formulation of an Action Programme for the Integrated 

Management of the Shared Nubian Aquifer (Egypt, Libya, Sudan) 

975,000 6,951,100 

Regional  Western Indian Ocean Marine Highway Development and 

Coastal and Marine Contamination Prevention Project (Comoros) 

11,000,000 14,500,000 

Regional  Strategic Partnership for the Mediterranean Large Marine 

Ecosystem-Regional Component: Implementation of Agreed 

Actions for the Protection of the Environmental Resources of the 

Mediterranean Sea and Its Coastal Areas (Algeria, Egypt, 

Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Syria, Tunisia) 

12,891,000 29,607,200 

Regional  World Bank-GEF Investment Fund for the Mediterranean Sea 

Large Marine Ecosystem Partnership, Tranche 1, 1st Allocation 

(Algeria, Egypt, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Syria, Tunisia) 

 90,000,000 

Regional  Implementing Integrated Water Resource and Wastewater 

Management in Atlantic and Indian Ocean SIDS (Comoros) 

9,650,000 16,100,000 

Regional  World Bank-GEF Investment Fund for the Mediterranean Sea 

Large Marine Ecosystem Partnership, Tranche 1, 2nd Instalment 

(Algeria, Egypt, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Syria, Tunisia) 

5,450,000 45,000,000 

Regional  Red Sea and Gulf of Aden Strategic Ecosystem Management 

(Djibouti, Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Yemen) 

3,000,000 35,000,000 

Regional  MED Regional Coordination on Natural Resources Management 

and Capacity Building (TA) (Algeria, Egypt, Lebanon, Libya, 

Mauritania, Morocco, Tunisia) 

5,644,545 82,035,000 

Regional  MED Integration of Climatic Variability and Change into 

National Strategies to implement the ICZM Protocol in the 

Mediterranean (Algeria, Egypt, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Syria, 

Tunisia) 

2,298,545 7,000,000 

Regional  Regional Technical Assistance and Capacity Building for the 

Promotion of Treated Wastewater Reuse in the Mediterranean 

/MENA Countries (Jordan, Morocco) 

4,545,455 6,800,000 

Global  Building Partnerships to Assist Developing Countries to Reduce 

the Transfer of Harmful Aquatic Organisms in Ships' Ballast 

Water (GloBallast Partnerships) (Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Libya, 

Morocco, Sudan, Yemen) 

5,688,000 17,701,939 

Global  MED Sustainable MED Governance and Knowledge Generation 

(Algeria, Egypt, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Syria, Tunisia) 

3,000,000 6,600,000 

 

Agricultural Ecosystems 

Country Project GEF grant Co-financing 

Jordan Mainstreaming Biodiversity in Silvo-Pastoral and Rangeland 

Landscapes in the Pockets of Poverty of Jordan 

1,000,000 3,100,000 

Morocco MENARID - A Circular Economy Approach to Agro-

Biodiversity Conservation in the Souss Massa Draa Region of 

2,647,272 5,500,000 
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Morocco 

Regional  Conservation and Sustainable Use of Dryland Agro-Biodiversity 

of the Fertile Crescent (Jordan, Lebanon, Syria) 

8,180,000 10,293,000 

Regional  Climate, Water and Agriculture: Impacts on and Adaptation of 

Agro-Ecological Systems in Africa (Egypt) 

700,000 540,000 

Regional  Reducing Dependence on POPs and other Agro-Chemicals in the 

Senegal and Niger River Basins through Integrated Production, 

Pest and Pollution Management (Mauritania) 

4,105,330 4,827,510 

Global  Assessment of Soil Organic Carbon Stocks and Change at 

National Scales (Jordan) 

978,000 1,024,000 

Global  Conservation and Adaptive Management of Globally Important 

Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) (Algeria, Tunisia) 

3,500,000 14,500,000 

Global  Conservation and Use of Crop Genetic Diversity to Control Pests 

and Diseases in Support of Sustainable Agriculture (Phase 1) 

(Morocco) 

3,411,148 4,274,344 

 

Inland Water Ecosystems 

Country Project GEF grant Co-financing 

Algeria El Kala National Park and Wetlands Complex Management 9,200,000 2,360,000 

Egypt Lake Manzala Engineered Wetlands 4,500,000 6,630,000 

Jordan Final Consolidation and Conservation of Azraq Wetlands and 

Dana Wildlands by RSCN to Address New Pressures 

1,949,000 1,350,000 

Jordan Conservation of the Dana and Azraq Protected Areas 6,300,000 459,170 

Mauritania Community-based Watershed Management Project 6,000,000 58,600,000 

Regional  Nile Transboundary Environmental Action Project, Tranche 1 

(Egypt, Sudan) 

16,800,000 90,760,000 

Regional  Senegal River Basin Water and Environmental Management 

Program (Mauritania) 

7,250,000 32,445,000 

Regional  Enhancing Conservation of the Critical Network of Sites of 

Wetlands Required by Migratory Waterbirds on the 

African/Eurasian Flyways (Mauritania, Yemen) 

6,000,000 6,765,045 

Regional  Nile Transboundary Environmental Action Project (NTEAP), 

Phase II (Egypt, Sudan) 

6,700,000 71,990,000 

Regional  Mainstreaming Groundwater Considerations into the Integrated 

Management of the Nile River Basin (Egypt, Sudan) 

1,000,000 2,890,800 

Regional  SIP-Eastern Nile Transboundary Watershed Management in 

Support of ENSAP Implementation (Egypt, Sudan) 

8,700,000 19,334,000 

Global Removal of Barriers to the Introduction of Cleaner Artisanal Gold 

Mining and Extraction Technologies 

6,806,800 12,882,000 

 

Forest Ecosystems 

Country Project GEF grant Co-

financing 

Jordan Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biodiversity in Dibeen Nature 

Reserve 

1,000,000 1,020,000 

Lebanon Integrated Management of Cedar Forests in Lebanon in Cooperation 

with other Mediterranean Countries 

530,500 656,700 

Morocco The Middle Atlas Forest Restoration project 965,345 2,112,800 
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Clearing House Mechanism 

Country Project GEF grant Co-

financing 

Algeria Participation in the Clearing House Mechanism of the CBD 14,000  

Comoros Capacity Needs Assessment for the implementation of the National 

Biodiversity Strategy and support to the Clearing House 

Mechanism 

274,000  

Comoros Clearing House Mechanism Enabling Activity 14,000  

Egypt Clearing House Mechanism Enabling Activity 14,000  

Jordan Clearing House Mechanism Enabling Activity 12,500  

Lebanon Clearing House Mechanism Enabling Activity 9,500  

Mauritania Assessment of Capacity-building Needs for Biodiversity, 

Participation in CHM and Preparation of Second National Report 

148,280 23,750 

Mauritania Strengthening the Clearing House Mechanism Focal Point for the 

Participation in the Pilot Phase of the CHM of the CBD 

14,000  

Morocco Development of the National Clearing House Mechanism, Capacity 

Assessment for ABS and Taxonomy in Morocco, and Updating of 

the NBSAP 

207,500 20,000 

Morocco Strengthening the Clearing House Mechanism Focal Point for the 

Participation in the Pilot Phase of the CHM of the CBD 

14,000  

Sudan Clearing House Mechanism Enabling Activity 14,000  

Syria Additional Enabling Activity Support for Participation in the 

Clearing House Mechanism of the CBD 

14,000  

Tunisia Assessment of Capacity-building Needs for Biodiversity and 

Participation in the Establishment of a Clearing House Mechanism 

(CHM) - ADD ON 

186,900 75,000 

Yemen Clearing House Mechanism Enabling Activity 14,000  

 

Biosafety 

Country Project GEF grant Co-

financing 

Egypt Support the Implementation of the National Biosafety Framework 908,100 1,389,000 

Jordan Support for the Implementation of the National Biosafety 

Framework for Jordan 

884,000 905,000 

Syria Support for the Implementation of the National Biosafety 

Framework for Syria 

875,000 953,000 

Tunisia Capacity Building for the Implementation of the National 

Biosafety Framework 

848,900 919,260 

Global  Pilot Biosafety Enabling Activity (Egypt, Mauritania, Tunisia) 2,744,000  

 

Sectoral Mainstreaming 

Country Project GEF grant Co-

financing 

Jordan Conservation of Medicinal and Herbal Plants 5,000,000 7,500,000 

Lebanon Mainstreaming Biodiversity Management into Medicinal and 

Aromatic Plants Production Processes 

980,000 1,150,000 

Mauritania Partnership to Mainstream Marine and Coastal Biodiversity into 

Oil and Gas Sector Development in Mauritania 

950,000 3,500,000 

Morocco Mainstreaming Biodiversity into Value Chains for Mediterranean 950,000 1,200,000 
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Medicinal and Aromatic Plants 

 

Species Conservation 

Country Project GEF grant Co-

financing 

Yemen Leopards and Landscapes: Using a Flagship Species to Strengthen 

Conservation in the Republic of Yemen 

2,430,000 2,900,000 

Regional  African NGO-Government Partnership for Sustainable Biodiversity 

Action (Tunisia) 

4,330,000 7,120,000 

Regional  Mainstreaming Conservation of Migratory Soaring Birds into Key 

Productive Sectors along the Rift Valley/Red Sea Flyway 

(Tranches 1 and 2) (Djibouti, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Saudi 

Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Yemen) 

9,743,243 15,596,732 

 

Country Studies 

Country Project GEF grant Co-

financing 

Global Biodiversity Data Management Capacitation in Developing 

Countries and Networking Biodiversity Information  (Egypt) 

4,000,000 1,390,000 

Global  Biodiversity Country Studies - Phase I (Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, 

Morocco, Syria, Tunisia) 

5,000,000 801,000 

 

Small Grants Programme 

Country Project GEF grant Co-

financing 

Global  4th Operational Phase of the GEF Small Grants Programme 

(RAF1) (Egypt, Morocco, Syria) 

13,647,498  

Global  4th Operational Phase of the GEF Small Grants Programme 

(RAF2) (Egypt, Morocco, Syria) 

42,714,904 43,000,000 

 

Annex II. Consolidated guidance to the financial mechanism 

A. Policy and Strategy 

Financial resources should be allocated to projects that fulfil the eligibility criteria and are 

endorsed and promoted by the Parties concerned. Projects should contribute to the extent possible to build 

cooperation at the subregional, regional and international levels in the implementation of the Convention. 

Projects should promote the utilization of local and regional expertise. The conservation of biological 

diversity and sustainable use of its components is one of the key elements in achieving sustainable 

development and therefore contributing to combating poverty. 

B. Programme priorities 

1. While the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice should consider 

the financial implications of its proposals, its recommendations will only include advice to the 

Conference of the Parties regarding financial matters, including guidance to the financial mechanism, 

when the Conference of the Parties has so requested. 
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2. Guidance to the financial mechanism should be incorporated into a single decision, including the 

identification of priority issues which will provide support for cross-cutting issues and capacity-building, 

especially for developing countries and countries with economies in transition, in a manner that: (a) is 

transparent; (b) allows participation; and (c) allows full consideration of its other decisions. 

3. The four-year outcome-oriented framework of programme priorities as related to utilization of 

Global Environment Facility resources for biodiversity for the period from 2010 to 2014 is contained in 

the annex to decision IX/31 B. 

4. The Global Environment Facility should provide financial resources to developing country 

Parties, taking into account the special needs of the least developed countries and the small island 

developing States amongst them, and Parties with economies in transition, for country-driven activities 

and programmes, consistent with national priorities and objectives and in accordance with the following 

programme priorities, recognizing that economic and social development and poverty eradication are the 

first and overriding priorities of developing countries, and taking fully into consideration all relevant 

decisions from the Conference of the Parties. 

4.1 Biodiversity planning 

(a) Capacity building, including human resources development and institutional development and/or 

strengthening, to facilitate the preparation and/or implementation of national biodiversity strategies and 

action plans; 

(b) Elaboration, development, review, revision and updating of national biodiversity strategies and 

action plans; 

(c) Priority actions identified in the national plans and strategies of developing countries and 

countries with economies in transition; 

(d) Projects aimed at the conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of its components 

that integrate social dimensions, including those related to poverty; 

(e) Capacity-building to implement development activities in ways that are consistent with, and do 

not compromise, the achievement of the objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity, including 

by improving environmental policies in relevant development agencies and sectors such as through 

integrating concerns relating to biodiversity and the Millennium Development Goals more directly into 

environmental impact assessments, strategic environmental assessments and other such tools, including at 

the national level through the national strategies for sustainable development and poverty reduction 

strategies and programmes. 

4.2 Identification and monitoring (Article 7) 

(a) Identification and monitoring of wild and domesticated biodiversity components, in particular 

those under threat, and implementation of measures for their conservation and sustainable use;  

(b) Capacity-building for developing monitoring programmes and suitable indicators for biological 

diversity;  

(c) Development and implementation of effective biodiversity indicators;  
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(d) Conducting national and other subglobal assessments making use of the conceptual framework 

and methodologies of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment. 

4.3 Global Taxonomy Initiative 

(a) National and regional taxonomic capacity-building activities for the Global Taxonomy Initiative;  

(b) Project components that address taxonomic needs in the achievement of the Convention’s 

objectives. 

4.4 Conservation and protected areas (Article 8(A)-(F)) 

(a) Community-conserved areas;  

(b) National and regional systems of protected areas;  

(c) Country-driven early action activities of the programme of work on protected areas;  

(d) Addressing the long-term financial sustainability of protected areas, including through different 

mechanisms and instruments;  

(e) Further development of the portfolio on protected areas towards comprehensive, representative 

and effectively managed protected area systems addressing system wide needs;  

(f) Projects that demonstrate the role-protected areas play in addressing climate change; 

(g) Capacity-building activities for the implementation of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation;  

(h) Projects that promote the conservation and/or sustainable use of endemic species. 

4.5  Invasive alien species (Article 8(h)) 

(a) Capacity-building to prevent or minimize the risks of the dispersal and establishment of invasive 

alien species at the national, subregional, or regional levels;  

(b) Projects that assist with the development and implementation, at national and regional levels, of 

the invasive alien species strategies and action plans, in particular those strategies and actions related to 

geographically and evolutionarily isolated ecosystems;  

(c) Improved prevention, rapid response and management measures to address threats of alien 

invasive species, in accordance with its mandate. 

4.6 Traditional knowledge (Article 8(j) and related provisions) 

(a) Building the capacity of indigenous and local communities to develop strategies and systems for 

the protection of traditional knowledge;  

(b) Enhancement of national capacities for the establishment and maintenance of mechanisms to 

protect traditional knowledge at national and subnational levels;  

(c) Development of national action plans for the retention of traditional knowledge relevant to 

conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity;  
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(d) Implementation of the priority activities identified in the programme of work on Article 8(j) and 

related provisions;  

(e) Projects that strengthen the involvement of local and indigenous people in the conservation of 

biological diversity and sustainable use of its components. 

4.7 Sustainable use (Article 10) 

(a) Implementation of the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines at the national level to ensure that 

the use of biological diversity is sustainable. 

4.8 Incentive measures (Article 11) 

(a) Design and approaches relevant to the implementation of incentive measures, including, where 

necessary, assessment of biological diversity of the relevant ecosystems, capacity-building necessary for 

the design and implementation of incentive measures and the development of appropriate legal and policy 

frameworks; 

(b) Projects that incorporate incentive measures that promote the development and implementation of 

social, economic and legal incentive measures for the conservation and sustainable use of biological 

diversity;  

(c) Projects that assist with the implementation of the programme of work on incentive measures;  

(d) Innovative measures, including in the field of economic incentives and those which assist 

developing countries to address situations where opportunity costs are incurred by local communities and 

to identify ways and means by which these can be compensated. 

4.9 Research and training (Article 12) 

(a) Project components addressing targeted research which contributes to conservation of biological 

diversity and the sustainable use of its components including research for reversing current trends of 

biodiversity loss and species extinction, when relevant to the project’s objectives and consistent with 

national priorities. 

4.10 Public education and awareness (Article 13) 

(a) Capacity development for education, public awareness and communication in biological diversity 

at the national and regional levels, as prioritized in the Global Initiative on Communication, Education 

and Public Awareness;  

(b) Implementation of national communication, education and public-awareness strategies, 

programmes and activities, in accordance with its mandate;  

(c) Implementation of the identified communication, education and public awareness priority 

activities at national and regional levels in support of biodiversity strategies and action plans;  

(d) Project components addressing promotion of the understanding of the importance of, and 

measures required for, the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity. 

4.11  Access to genetic resources (Article 15) 
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(a)  Stocktaking activities, such as, for example, assessments of current legislative, administrative and 

policy measures on access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing, evaluation of the strengths and 

weaknesses of a country’s institutional and human capacity, and promotion of consensus-building among 

the different stakeholders;  

(b)  Capacity-building: 

(i)  To promote the successful development and implementation of legislative, administrative 

and policy measures and guidances on access to genetic resources, including scientific, technical, 

business, legal and management skills and capacities;  

(ii)  On measures on access to genetic resources and sharing of benefits, including capacity-

building on economic valuation of genetic resources;  

(iii) Regarding the transfer of technologies which enables providers to fully appreciate and 

actively participate in benefit-sharing arrangements at the stage of granting access permits;  

(c) Projects that assist with the implementation of the Action Plan on Capacity-building for Access 

and Benefit-sharing in support of the implementation of the Bonn Guidelines on Access to Genetic 

Resources and Fair and Equitable Sharing of the Benefit Arising out of their Utilization; 

(d) Formulation of access and benefit-sharing mechanisms at the national, subregional and regional 

levels, including monitoring, assessment, and incentive measures;  

(e) Within biodiversity projects, other specific benefit-sharing initiatives such as support for 

entrepreneurial developments by local and indigenous communities, facilitation of financial sustainability 

of projects promoting the sustainable use of genetic resources, and appropriate targeted research 

components. 

4.12 Access to and transfer of technology (Article 16) 

(a)  Implementation of the programme of work on technology transfer and technological and 

scientific cooperation, consistent with Articles 16 to 20 of the Convention and based on needs and 

priorities identified by developing country Parties and Parties with economies in transition, in particular: 

(i) Building policy, legal, judicial and administrative capacity; 

(ii) Facilitating access to relevant proprietary technologies; 

(iii) Providing other financial and non-financial incentives for the diffusion of relevant 

technologies;  

(iv) Building capacities of, and empowering, indigenous and local communities and all 

relevant stakeholders with respect to access to and use of relevant technologies;  

(v) Improving the capacity of national research institutions for the development of 

technologies, as well as for adaptation, diffusion and the further development of imported technologies 

consistent with their transfer agreement and international law including through fellowships and 

international exchange programmes; 
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(vi) Supporting the development and operation of regional or international initiatives to assist 

technology transfer and cooperation as well as scientific and technical cooperation, including those 

initiatives designed to facilitate South-South cooperation and South-South joint development of new 

technologies and also such cooperation among countries with economies in transition; 

(b) Preparation of national assessments of technology needs for implementation of the Convention; 

(c) Ongoing national programmes for conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity through 

improved access to and transfer of technology and innovation; 

(d) Provision of capacity building, where needed, on, inter alia: (i) technologies for conservation and 

sustainable use; (ii) governance and regulatory frameworks associated with access and transfer of 

technology and innovation; 

(e) Projects which promote access to, transfer of and cooperation for joint development of 

technology. 

4.13 Technical and scientific cooperation and Clearing-House Mechanism (Article 18) 

(a) Capacity-building for the clearing-house mechanism, such as training in information and 

communication technologies and web content management that enable developing countries and countries 

with economies in transition to fully benefit from modern communication, including the Internet;  

(b) Establishing and strengthening biodiversity information systems such as, inter alia, training, 

technology and processes related to the collection, organization, maintenance and updating of data and 

information;  

(c) Establishment and updating of national clearing-house mechanisms and participation in the 

clearing-house mechanism of the Convention;  

(d) Activities that provide access to scientific and technical cooperation. 

4.14 Biosafety, within its mandate 

(a)  In-country, regional and subregional stock-taking studies to enable: (i) the better planning and 

customizing of future assistance to the respective needs of eligible countries, given the fact that a “one-

size-fits-all” approach to biosafety has been demonstrated to be inappropriate; (ii) the identification of 

clear and realistic targets; (iii) the identification and provision of technical and adequately experienced 

expertise for the implementation of national biosafety frameworks; (iv) the development of effective 

coordination which facilitates the support, ownership and involvement of all relevant national ministries 

and authorities, to ensure synergy and continuity; 

(b) Development and implementation of capacity-building activities, including organization of 

national, regional and inter-regional capacity-building workshops and preparatory meetings. Development 

of technical, financial, and human capacity including postgraduate education, biosafety-related 

laboratories and relevant equipment. Implementation of the revised Action Plan for Building Capacities 

for the Effective Implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety; 

(c)  Development and implementation of national biosafety frameworks. Coordination and 

harmonization of national biosafety frameworks at regional and subregional levels; 
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(d)  Awareness-raising, public participation and information sharing, including through the Biosafety 

Clearing-House; 

(e)  Sustainable national participation in the Biosafety Clearing-House, including capacity-building, 

to take into account the need for Parties to be able to provide summary information in the common 

formats for reporting information (particularly keywords for categorizing records) in an official language 

of the United Nations to enable registration of such information with the Central Portal; 

(f)  Building, consolidating and enhancing sustainable human-resource capacity in risk assessment 

and risk management, and in developing detection techniques for identifying living modified organisms, 

including the setting up of laboratory facilities and training of local regulatory and scientific personnel. 

Transfer and joint development of technology in risk assessment, risk management, monitoring and 

detection of living modified organisms; 

(g)  Facilitation of the consultative information-gathering process leading to the preparation of 

national reports under the Protocol. 

4.15 Ecosystem approach 

(a) Projects that utilize the ecosystem approach, without prejudice to differing national needs and 

priorities which may require the application of approaches such as single-species conservation 

programmes. 

4.16 Forest biological diversity 

(a) Projects and capacity-building activities for implementing the programme of work of forest 

biological diversity at the national, regional and subregional levels and the use of the clearing-house 

mechanism to include activities that contribute to halting and addressing deforestation, basic assessments 

and monitoring of forest biological diversity, including taxonomic studies and inventories, focusing on 

forest species, other important components of forest biological diversity and ecosystems under threat;  

(b) Projects focusing on the identified national priorities, as well as regional and international actions 

that assist the implementation of the expanded work programme considering conservation of biological 

diversity, sustainable use of its components and fair and equitable sharing of the benefits from genetic 

resources in a balanced way, underscoring the importance of ensuring long-term conservation, sustainable 

use, and benefit-sharing of native forests. 

4.17 Agricultural biological diversity 

(a) Projects that assist with the implementation of the Plan of Action for the International Initiative 

for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Pollinators; 

(b) Projects which implement the Convention’s programme of work on agricultural biodiversity. 

4.18 Inland water biological diversity 

(a) Projects which help Parties to develop and implement national, sectoral and cross-sectoral plans 

for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity of inland water ecosystems, including 

comprehensive assessments of the biological diversity of inland waters, and capacity-building 

programmes for monitoring the implementation of the programme of work and the trends in inland water 

biological diversity and for information gathering and dissemination among riparian communities;  
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(b) Projects that assist with the implementation of the programme of work on biological diversity of 

inland water ecosystems. 

4.19  Marine and coastal biological diversity 

(a) Projects that implement the elaborated programme of work on marine and coastal biodiversity;  

(b) Country-driven activities aimed at enhancing capabilities to address the impacts of mortality 

related to coral bleaching and physical degradation and destruction of coral reefs, including developing 

rapid response capabilities to implement measures to address coral-reef degradation, mortality and 

subsequent recovery;  

(c) Projects that promote the conservation and sustainable use of marine and coastal biodiversity 

under threat;  

4.20 Island biological diversity 

(a) Projects that implement the programme of work on island biodiversity. 

4.21 Dry and sub-humid lands 

(a) Projects that implement the Convention’s programme of work on biodiversity of dry and sub-

humid lands;  

(b) Projects that promote the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity in arid and 

semi-arid areas. 

4.22 Mountain biological diversity 

(a) Projects which promote the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity in 

mountainous areas. 

4.23 Climate change and biodiversity 

(a) Capacity-building with the aim of increasing the effectiveness in addressing environmental issues 

through their commitments under the Convention on Biological Diversity, the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change, and the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, inter alia, 

by applying the ecosystem approach; 

(b) Developing synergy-oriented programmes to conserve and sustainably manage all ecosystems, 

such as forests, wetlands and marine environments, that also contribute to poverty eradication; 

(c) Country-driven activities, including pilot projects, aimed at projects related to ecosystem 

conservation, restoration of degraded lands and marine environments and overall ecosystem integrity that 

take into account impacts of climate change. 

4.24 National reporting 

(a) The preparation of national reports by developing country Parties and Parties with economies in 

transition, bearing in mind the need for timely, easy and expeditious access to funding. 



UNEP/CBD/RW-BF/1/7 

Page 22 

 

/… 

C.  Eligibility criteria 

1. Only developing countries that are Parties to the Convention are eligible to receive funding upon 

the entry into force of the Convention for them. In accordance with the provisions of the Convention, 

projects that seek to meet the objectives of conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of its 

components are eligible for financial support from the institutional structure. 

2. The Global Environment Facility continues to provide financial resources to Parties with 

economies in transition for biodiversity-related projects. 

3. All developing countries, in particular the least developed and small island developing States 

among them, and countries with economies in transition, including countries amongst these that are 

centres of origin and centres of genetic diversity, which are Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on 

Biosafety, are eligible for funding by the Global Environment Facility. 

4. All developing countries, in particular the least developed and small island developing States 

among them, and countries with economies in transition, including countries amongst these that are 

centres of origin and centres of genetic diversity, which are Parties to the Convention and provide a clear 

political commitment towards becoming Parties to the Protocol, shall also be eligible for funding by the 

Global Environment Facility for the development of national biosafety frameworks and the development 

of national biosafety clearing-houses and other necessary institutional capabilities to enable a non-Party to 

become a Party. Evidence of such political commitment shall take the form of a written assurance to the 

Executive Secretary that the country intends to become a Party to the Protocol on completion of the 

activities to be funded. 

D.  Reporting from the GEF Council to the Conference of the Parties 

1. The report from the Council of the Global Environment Facility to the Conference of the Parties 

should be made available three months prior to an ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties as 

well as with updates as appropriate, and in accordance with rules 28 and 54 of the Rules of Procedure for 

meetings of the Conference of the Parties, the Executive Secretary should make it available in all six 

United Nations languages. 

2. The Global Environment Facility should improve results-based reporting on the total contribution 

of the Global Environment Facility to achieving the objectives of the Convention, including the Facility’s 

contribution to incremental-cost financing and leveraging co-financing. 

E.  Review of the effectiveness of the financial mechanism 

1. The review of the effectiveness of the financial mechanism will be conducted every four years 

and this review should coincide with the meeting of the Conference of the Parties. 

2. The Global Environment Facility should take the following action to further improve the 

effectiveness of the financial mechanism: 

2.1 Project procedures 

(a) Further streamlining its project cycle with a view to making project preparation simpler, more 

transparent and more country-driven; 
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(b) Further simplifying and expediting procedures for approval and implementation, including 

disbursement, for GEF-funded projects; 

(c) Developing policies and procedures that fully comply with the guidance from the Conference of 

the Parties in a straightforward and timely manner; 

(d) Increasing its flexibility to respond to the thematic longer-term programme of work of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity, in accordance with the guidance of the Conference of the Parties; 

(e) Improving the project information system, including through data sets and web-based data tools, 

to increase the accessibility of project information and allow for better tracking against the guidance from 

the Conference of the Parties; 

(f) Considering the benefits to Parties, particularly small island developing States, of an appropriate 

balance between national and regional projects in the implementation of decisions of the Conference of 

the Parties; 

2.2 Cofinancing 

(a) Mobilizing co-financing and other modes of financing for its projects related to implementation 

of the Convention; 

(b) Support diffusion, and facilitate replication and scaling-up, of new and innovative financing 

mechanism initiatives that have proved to be successful; 

2.3 Incremental costs 

(a) Applying in a more flexible, pragmatic and transparent manner the incremental cost principle; 

2.4 Compliance and collaboration of agencies 

(a) Promoting efforts to ensure that the implementing agencies fully comply with the policy, strategy, 

programme priorities and eligibility criteria of the Conference of the Parties in their support for country-

driven activities funded by the Global Environment Facility; 

(b) Undertaking efforts to improve the efficiency, effectiveness and transparency of the process of 

cooperation and coordination between the implementing agencies with a view to improving the 

processing and delivery systems of the Global Environment Facility, and to avoid duplication and parallel 

processes; 

2.5 Country ownership 

(a) Promoting genuine country ownership through greater involvement of participant countries in 

GEF-funded activities; 

(b) Promoting utilization of regional and local expertise and be flexible to accommodate national 

priorities and regional needs within the objectives of the Convention; 

(c) Encouraging collaboration at national level between national focal points for the Convention, for 

related environmental agreements and for the Global Environment Facility, including through the projects 

supported by the Facility, and including through regional and national workshops for the focal points; 
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2.6 Monitoring and evaluation 

(a) Consulting with the Executive Secretary in relevant review processes undertaken by the Global 

Environment Facility that affect the financial mechanism of the Convention; 

(b) Including in its monitoring and evaluation activities the assessment of the compliance with the 

policy, strategy, program priorities and eligibility criteria established by the Conference of the Parties; 

(c) Elaborating and transmitting to the Conference of the Parties, well-summarized evaluation 

products and full evaluation reports relevant to biological diversity and to the guidance provided by the 

Conference of the Parties; 

(d) Include in its regular report findings, conclusions and recommendations of all relevant 

evaluations of the GEF Evaluation Office; 

2.7 Small grants programme 

(a) Continuing its expansion of the Small Grants Programme of the Global Environment Facility to 

other developing countries, in particular the least developed countries and the small island developing 

States; 

 

2.8 Gender 

(a) Including gender, indigenous peoples and local communities’ perspectives in the 

financing of biodiversity and ecosystem services; 

 

2.9 Sustainability 

(a) Promoting exchange of experience and lessons learned in addressing sustainability of funded 

projects on biological diversity. 

F.  Replenishment of the GEF Trust Fund 

The updated list of developed country Parties and other Parties that voluntarily assume the obligations of 

developed country Parties in accordance with Article 20, paragraph 2 of the Convention, is contained in 

the annex to decision VIII/18. 

G. Inter-Secretariat Cooperation 

1. Participation of a representative of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 

Technological Advice of the Convention and of the Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel of the Global 

Environment Facility is requested in respective meetings of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical 

and Technological Advice and the Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel on a reciprocal basis. 

2. The Executive Secretary should promote, in collaboration with the Global Environment Facility, 

exchange of experience and good practice in financing for biological diversity. 
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3. The Executive Secretary, the Chief Executive Officer of the Global Environment Facility and the 

Director of the GEF Evaluation Office are encouraged to continue to strengthen inter-secretariat 

cooperation. 

 

 

-----  


