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ITEM 1:  OPENING OF THE MEETING 

1. The third meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of 

the Convention was held at the headquarters of the United Nations Environment Programme from 24 to 

28 May 2010. 

2. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following Parties and other Governments: 

Argentina, Australia, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Botswana, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Canada, Central African Republic, Chad, China, Colombia, 

Comoros, Cook Islands, Costa Rica, Côte d'Ivoire, Cuba, Czech Republic, Democratic Republic of the 

Congo, Denmark, Dominica, Ecuador, Ethiopia, European Union, France, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, 

Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), 

Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kiribati, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, 

Mali, Marshall Islands, Mexico, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Niger, 

Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Saint 

Lucia, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Singapore, Slovenia, Solomon 

Islands, South Africa, Spain, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, 

Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uganda, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 

Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Venezuela, Yemen, Zambia.  

3. Observers from the following United Nations bodies, specialized agencies, convention 

secretariats and other bodies also attended:  Environment Management Group (EMG), Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), Global Environment Facility (GEF), Institute of 

Advanced Studies of the United Nations University (UNU/IAS), Secretariat of the United Nations 

Convention to Combat Desertification, Secretariat of the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory 

Species of Wild Animals, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), World 

Conservation Monitoring Centre of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP-WCMC).  

4. The following organizations were also represented by observers:  African Wildlife Foundation, 

BirdLife International, CARE International, CBD Alliance and Kalpavriksh, Chibememe Earth Healing 

Association, Climate XL Africa, Conservation International, Earthmind, East African Wild Life, 

ECOROPA, ETC Group, Federation of German Scientists, Forest Peoples Programme, Forest Trends, 

Forum Umwelt und Entwicklung, Global Biodiversity Information Facility, Global Canopy Programme, 

Global Invasive Species Programme, Global Legislators Organization (Globe International), Helmholtz-

Zentrum für Umweltforschung, Indigenous Information Network, International Center for Integrated 

Mountain Development, International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Japan Civil Network for 

Convention on Biological Diversity, Japan Committee for IUCN, Nature Kenya/Birdlife International, 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, Ramsar Network Japan, Secretariat of the 

Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, Tebtebba Indigenous Peoples' International Centre for Policy Research 

and Education, The Gaia Foundation, The Nature Conservancy, Tropical Soil Biology and Fertility 

(TSBF) Institute of CIAT, University of Rome Sapienza, Wetlands International, World Alliance of 

Mobile Indigenous Peoples, WWF, Zoological Society of London.  

5. The meeting was opened at 10 a.m. on Monday, 24 May 2010, by Mr. Jochen Flasbarth, 

representative of the President of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention and Chair of the 

meeting.  Mr. Flasbarth thanked the delegates for attending and conveyed the best wishes of the 

Environment Minister of Germany, President of the ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the 

Convention. He pointed out that, at that meeting, it had been decided that a working group would be set 

up to prepare a number of items for consideration and adoption, including the drawing up of a revised and 

updated strategic plan and biodiversity target. It had also been agreed to undertake an in-depth review of 

the progress that had been made towards achieving goals one and four. He pointed out that there were 

issues of great importance on the agenda of the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties that would 

affect the future of biodiversity policy. He said that one very important question was how to enable the 

world to be more successful in implementing the Convention and its three objectives; another was to 
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ensure that the world would not again fail in meeting targets. Referring to the celebration that had been 

held for the International Day for Biological Diversity, which had featured the participation of 

schoolchildren, he said that it was a timely reminder of the importance of explaining the biodiversity 

agenda to children, who represented the future.  

6. Ms. Angela Cropper, Deputy Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme 

(UNEP), welcomed the Working Group to UNEP headquarters and to Nairobi. She commented on the 

ambitious nature of the agenda and pointed out that, as the participants were experts on all aspects of 

biodiversity, it was not within her remit to raise any questions on policy relating to biodiversity, but rather 

to its implementation.  She said that it was widely recognized that the rate of implementation was too 

slow. While the challenges remained the same as they were in 1992, there was now a clearer 

understanding of the contribution of biodiversity to human well-being. Direct drivers of change had 

worsened. She pointed to the development of tools for the assessment of biodiversity and how the 

business sector could be motivated to become more involved. She said that part of the UNEP response to 

environmental degradation was to better frame, publicize and catalyze a transition to a low-carbon 

economy. She pointed to the urgent need to bridge data gaps and to make links between scientific 

discoveries and  policy options and recalled that an accelerated programme for synergies between 

biodiversity bodies would accelerate the implementation of the Convention on Biodiversity. Other points 

raised were how some of the climate impacts on biodiversity could be addressed through REDD, REDD 

plus and blue-carbon issues. If the protocol on access to genetic resources and the fair and equitable 

sharing of the benefits from their use were to be agreed, then could it be used to accelerate 

implementation? Was there sufficient filtering down to country level? She stressed the importance of 

developing measurable and achievable targets and called for the establishment of indicators to show the 

extent to which targets were being reached. She called for the setting of a balance between idealism and 

realism in policy, while bearing in mind that the bar must not be set too low.  She said that ways should 

be explored to improve national biodiversity action plans and strategies and called for enabling 

mechanisms that were genuinely effective. She pointed to the need to strengthen the institutional 

arrangements put in place to help Parties coordinate sectoral approaches. While the accumulated work 

carried out under the Convention at global level signified that progress had indeed been made, much 

remained to be done. She urged participants to set a course towards mainstreaming biodiversity, which 

would shine a new light on the understanding that biodiversity represented life. 

7. At the opening session of the meeting, Mr. Ahmed Djoghlaf, Executive Secretary of the Convention 

on Biological Diversity, drew attention to the special significance of the current meeting and he expressed 

his gratitude to the UNEP Executive Director for providing financial resources for the current meeting, 

being held for the first time in Africa, at UNEP headquarters.  

8. In the wake of the global celebrations of the International Day for Biological Diversity on 22 May 

2010, he paid tribute to the UNEP Deputy Executive Director, Ms. Angela Cropper, for hosting the main 

celebration of the unique event and to Kenyan partners, including the National Environment Management 

Authority, the National Museums of Kenya, Friends of Karura Forest and the Huruma Community. He 

also thanked key partners, including the German embassy, the German Technical Cooperation Agency 

(GTZ) and the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development. He congratulated 

the 67 Parties and other stakeholders that had notified the secretariat of celebrations to mark the event and 

he drew attention, in particular, to The Green Wave initiative operating under the slogan “One school, one 

tree, one gift to nature”. He said that the 2010 International Year of Biodiversity would culminate in New 

York on 22 September 2010 in the high-level meeting on biodiversity during the sixty-fifth session of the 

General Assembly.  The executive summary of the third edition Global Biodiversity Outlook report 

would be presented to the high-level meeting.  The report had been translated into all United Nations 

languages, and he commended the Governments of Brazil, Japan, Kenya and Germany for translating the 

report into their national languages to ensure its more effective dissemination. The message of the report 

was clear: the current species extinction rate was 1,000 times greater than the natural extinction rate and 

the world had failed to meet the 2010 biodiversity target.  
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9. Mr. Djoghlaf drew attention to the draft Strategic Plan for the period 2011–2020, which 

represented the result of two years of intensive consultation with 50 submissions made by 42 Parties and 

eight international organizations. He commended the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 

Technological Advice for its guidance and achievements. He invited all Parties to help shape the targets 

and vision of the Strategic Plan. He commended the Government of Germany and Mr. Jochen Flasbarth, 

in particular, for their initiative in holding a meeting of a high-level working group comprising 50 

eminent personalities in Bonn, Germany, in March 2009, to provide guidance to the Convention for the 

post-2010 period. He thanked the Government of Japan for elaborating a national multi-stakeholder 

strategic plan, including a section on means of implementation, which had provided inspiration for the 

Secretariat in the development of the Strategic Plan for the period 2011–2020. He expressed his gratitude 

to Ms. Monique Barbut, Chief Executive Officer and Chairperson of the Global Environment Facility, for 

her support to biodiversity, including an increase in funding of 28 per cent to the Facility‟s biodiversity 

focal area under the fifth replenishment.  

10. He stressed that business as usual was not an option for mankind or for the Convention Secretariat 

and its partners. He expressed the certainty that a new global alliance would be established at the tenth 

meeting of the Conference of the Parties to be held in Nagoya, Japan, in October 2010, including a 

Nagoya protocol on access and benefit sharing. In closing, he urged participants to be the architects of a 

sustainable future for generations to come.  

ITEM 2: ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS 

2.1. Officers 

11. In keeping with established practice, the Bureau of the Conference of the Parties served as the 

Bureau of the Working Group. Accordingly, the meeting was chaired by the representative of the 
President of the Conference of the Parties. It was agreed that Ms. Somaly Chan would act as Rapporteur. 

2.2. Adoption of the agenda 

12. The provisional agenda (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/1) was adopted as follows: 

1. Opening of the meeting. 

2. Organizational matters. 

3. Progress towards the 2010 biodiversity target: 

3.1. Implementation of the Strategic Plan; 

3.2. In-depth review of goals 1 and 4 of the Strategic Plan and further consideration of 

needs for capacity-building. 

4. Science-policy interface on biodiversity, ecosystem services and human well-being: 

consideration of the outcome of the intergovernmental and multi-stakeholder meetings on 

an intergovernmental science-policy interface on biodiversity and ecosystem services. 

5. Post-2010 Strategic Plan and multi-year programme of work of the Convention: 

5.1. Revising and updating of the Strategic Plan beyond 2010; 

5.2. Multi-year programme of work of the Convention and national reporting; 

6. Implementation of the strategy for resource mobilization: 

6.1. List of initiatives to implement the strategy and indicators; 

6.2. Innovative financial mechanisms; 

6.3. Review of the guidance to financial mechanism. 

7. Further consideration of the proposed biodiversity technology initiative. 
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8. Operations of the Convention:  

8.1. Periodicity of meetings of the Conference of the Parties; 

8.2. Retirement of decisions; 

9. Other matters. 

10. Adoption of the report. 

11. Closure of the meeting. 

2.3. Organization of work 

13. The Working Group decided to work in plenary, with the establishment of informal groups as 

necessary to facilitate its work. 

ITEM 3. PROGRESS TOWARDS THE 2010 BIODIVERSITY TARGET 

3.1. Implementation of the Strategic Plan 

and 

3.2. In-depth review of goals 1 and 4 of the Strategic Plan and further 

consideration of needs for capacity-building 

14. The Working Group took up agenda item 3 at the 1st session of the meeting, in the morning 

of 24 May 2010. In considering the item, the Working Group had before it a notes by the Executive 

Secretary on the fourth national reports as well as other relevant sources of information 

(UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/2), the executive summary of the third edition of the Global Biodiversity Outlook 

(UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/2/Add.1), on the integration of biodiversity into poverty reduction and 

development (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/2/Add.2), and engagement with the private sector 

(UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/2/Add.3).  It also had before it, as information documents, a preliminary analysis of 

information in the fourth national reports (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/INF/1), a note on the implementation of 

activities related to mainstreaming biodiversity, development and poverty reduction 

(UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/INF/2), and a note on national biodiversity targets for 2010 and beyond 2010 

(UNEP/CBC/WG-RI/3/INF/7). 

15. Introducing the item, the Chairman invited the Working Group to consider items 3.1 and 3.2 

simultaneously and to consider the draft recommendations set out in the documents before it.  

16. Statements were made by the representatives of Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada (including a 

short video message from a Canadian child), China; Comoros; Cook Islands (on behalf of the Asia and 

Pacific region), India, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Japan, Jordan, Malawi (on behalf of the African 

Group), Mexico, New Zealand, Niger, Norway, the Philippines, Serbia (on behalf of the Central and 

Eastern European Group), Spain (on behalf of the European Union and its member States), Switzerland, 

Turkmenistan, the United Republic of Tanzania, and Yemen. 

17. A statement was also made by the representative of the United Nations University Institute of 

Advanced Studies (UNU/IAS). 

18. The representative of the International Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity and a speaker on behalf 

of EcoNexus, ETC group and ECOROPA also made statements. 

19. At the suggestion of the Chair, the Working Group decided to establish an open-ended group of 

friends of the Chair to discuss revisions to the draft recommendation contained in note by the Executive 

Secretary on the executive summary of the third edition of the Global Biodiversity Outlook 

(UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/2/Add.1). Also at the suggestion of the Chair, the Working Group agreed that the 

Convention Secretariat in collaboration with the Chair would produced revised draft recommendations 

based on the draft recommendations set out in the notes by the Executive Secretary on the fourth national 

reports and on the integration of biodiversity into poverty reduction and development 

(UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/2 and Add.2) to reflect statements made.  



UNEP/CBD/COP/10/4 

Page 7 

 

/... 

20. At the 5th session of the meeting, in the morning of 27 May 2010, the Working Group took up 

the draft recommendation on business engagement, submitted by the Chair. 

21. Statements were made by the representatives of Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Cuba, Grenada, 

Indonesia, Japan, Malawi, Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, the Philippines, South Africa, Spain (on 

behalf of the European Union and its member States), and Switzerland. 

22. A statement was also made by the representative of the International Indigenous Forum on 

Biodiversity. 

23. At the suggestion of the Chair, the Working Group decided to establish an open-ended group of 

friends of the Chair to be convened by the Philippines to consider revisions to the text of the draft 

recommendation.  

24. Following an update at the same session by the convener of the Friends of the Chair, the Working 

Group agreed to take up the draft recommendation, as orally amended, at a subsequent session as draft 

recommendation UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.3. 

25. At the 8th session of the meeting, in the morning of 28 May 2010, the Working Group adopted 

draft recommendation UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.3 on business engagement as recommendation 3/2.  The 

text of the recommendation as adopted is contained in the annex to the present report. 

26. During the adoption of the recommendation, the representatives of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

and Mexico stated for the record their doubts regarding the use of the phrase “purchase of products of 

biological resources” in paragraph 1 (h) of the draft recommendation, suggesting as alternatives the 

phrases “products derived from biological resources” and “goods produced by use of biological 

resources”, respectively. The representative of Brazil underscored the difficulty in defining a derivative of 

biological resources and urged caution in the use of that term.  

27. At the 7th session of the meeting, on 27 May 2010, the Working Group took up a draft 

recommendation on the integration of biodiversity into poverty eradication and development, submitted 

by the Chair.  

28. Statements were made by the representatives of Argentina, Australia, Brazil, China, Grenada, the 

Islamic Republic of Iran, Japan, Malawi, New Zealand, Norway, the Philippines, Senegal, South Africa, 

Spain (on behalf of the European Union and its member States), and Uganda.  

29. A statement was made by the representative of the International Indigenous Forum on 

Biodiversity.  

30. The Working Group agreed to take up the draft recommendation, as orally amended, at a 

subsequent session of the meeting as draft recommendation UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.8.  

31. At its 8th session of the meeting, in the morning of 28 May 2010, the Working Group adopted 

draft recommendation UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.8 on integration of biodiversity into poverty alleviation 

and development, as orally amended, as recommendation 3/2.  The text of the recommendation as adopted 

is contained in the annex to present report. 

32. At the 7th session of the meeting, on 27 May 2010, the Working Group took up a draft 

recommendation on implementation of the Convention and the Strategic Plan, submitted by the Chair.  

33. Statements were made by the representatives of China, Cuba, Ethiopia, Grenada, the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, Malawi, Senegal, Spain (on behalf of the European Union and its member States) and 

Uganda. 

34. The Working Group agreed to take up the draft recommendation, as orally amended, at a 

subsequent session of the meeting as draft recommendation UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.6. 

35. At its 8th session of the meeting, on 28 May 2010, the Working Group adopted draft 

recommendation UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.6 on implementation of the Convention and the Strategic Plan, 
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orally amended, as recommendation 3/1.  The text of the recommendation as adopted is contained in the 

annex to the present report. 

. ITEM 4:  SCIENCE-POLICY INTERFACE ON BIODIVERSITY, ECOSYSTEM 

SERVICES AND HUMAN WELL-BEING: CONSIDERATION OF THE 

OUTCOME OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND MULTI-STAKEHOLDER 

MEETINGS ON AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL SCIENCE-POLICY 

INTERFACE ON BIODIVERSITY AND ECOSYSTEM SERVICES 

36. The Working Group took up agenda item 4 at the 4th session of the meeting, on 26 May 2010. In 

considering the item, the Working Group had before it a note by the Executive Secretary on science-

policy interface on biodiversity, ecosystem services and human well-being and consideration of the 

outcome of the intergovernmental meetings (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/4) and the report of the second ad hoc 

intergovernmental and multi-stakeholder meeting on an intergovernmental science-policy platform on 

biodiversity and ecosystem services (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/INF/6). 

37. Introducing the item, the Chair said that by paragraph 8 of decision IX/15, the Conference of the 

Parties had noted the need for improved scientific information, as related to, inter alia, the interests of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity and other biodiversity-related conventions with a view to 

strengthening the role of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice and the 

scientific advisory bodies of other biodiversity-related conventions, and welcomed the agreement of the 

Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme to convene an ad hoc open-ended 

intergovernmental multi-stakeholder meeting to consider establishing an efficient international science-

policy interface on biodiversity, ecosystem services and human well-being. By paragraph 9 of that 

decision, the Conference of the Parties had requested the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review 

of Implementation of the Convention, at its third meeting, to consider the outcome of the 

intergovernmental meeting and its implications for the implementation and organization of work of the 

Convention, including its Strategic Plan, and to make recommendations for consideration by the 

Conference of the Parties at its tenth meeting. Accordingly, the Executive Secretary had prepared the 

documents before the Working Group. 

38. At the suggestion of the Chair, the Working Group agreed that it was premature to discuss the 

issue prior to the third ad hoc intergovernmental and multi-stakeholder meeting on an intergovernmental 

science-policy platform on biodiversity and ecosystem services to be held in the Republic of Korea in 

June 2010. The Working Group agreed to adopt the draft recommendation set out in the document before 

it with an additional fourth paragraph as follows: “recommends that the Conference of the Parties at its 

tenth meeting considers the outcome of the third ad hoc intergovernmental and multi-stakeholder meeting 

on an intergovernmental science-policy platform on biodiversity and ecosystem services and implications 

for the implementation and organization of work of the Convention, in particular the work of the 

Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice.” 

39. At the 7th session of the meeting, on 27 May 2010, the Working Group took up a draft 

recommendation on the science-policy interface on biodiversity, ecosystem services and human 

well-being and consideration of the outcome of the intergovernmental meetings, submitted by the Chair.  

40. Statements were made by the representatives of Argentina, Barbados, Cuba, Grenada, the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, Japan, Malawi, Mexico, the Philippines and Spain (on behalf of the European Union and 

its member States).  

41. A statement was made by a speaker representing the Forest Peoples Programme, the International 

Indigenous Biodiversity Forum, German Scientists and other organizations. 

42. The Working Group agreed to take up the draft recommendation, as orally amended, at a 

subsequent session of the meeting as draft recommendation UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.10. 
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ITEM 5.  POST-2010 STRATEGIC PLAN AND MULTI-YEAR PROGRAMME OF 

WORK OF THE CONVENTION 

5.1. Revising and updating of the Strategic Plan beyond 2010 

43. The Working Group took up agenda item 5.1 at the first session of the meeting, in the morning of 

24 May 2010. In considering the item, the Working Group had before it a note prepared by the Executive 

Secretary on the draft Strategic Plan of the Convention for post-2010 period, further views submitted by 

Parties and observers, and inputs from relevant regional, subregional and global meetings held on the 

subject. (UNEP/CBC/WG-RI/3/3), further views submitted by Parties and observers as well as key 

recommendations from a number of regional, subregional and global meetings organized in this regard 

(UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/3/Add.1) and an information document on national biodiversity targets for 2010 

and Beyond 2010 (UNEP/CBC/WG-RI/3/INF/7). 

44. Statements were made by the representative of the Environment Management Group of the 

United Nations and by the Chair of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological 

Advice. 

45. At the 2nd session of the meeting, a representative of the Secretariat pointed out that there were 

some inconsistencies in the list of goals and targets contained in annex I to the note by the Executive 

Secretary (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/3) and proposed that the list in annex II should be used as a basis for the 

discussions. He said that target 10 in annex I should read: “by 2020 manage the multiple pressures on 

coral reefs and other vulnerable species and ecoystems impacted by climate change and ocean 

acidification so as to maintain their integrity and functioning.” and that target 11 should include a 

reference to freshwater areas: “by 2020 at least 20 per cent of land, freshwater and sea areas”. Target 14 

should begin “By 2020 ecosystems that provide services and contribute to local livelihoods are identified 

and safeguarded”, and target 15 should refer to all degraded lands: “the contribution of biodiversity to 

ecosystem and to carbon storage and sequestration is enhanced, through conservation and restoration, 

including restoration of at least 15 per cent of degraded lands, thereby contributing to climate-change 

mitigation and adaptation and to combating desertification.”  

46. The Chair proposed that the members of the Working Group should conduct a first reading of the 

draft Strategic Plan as there would be a need for further discussion on the document. He suggested that 

they could then move on to the multi-year programme of work of the Convention with a view to 

embarking on agenda item 6 at a subsequent session of the meeting. 

47. Statements were made by the representatives of Argentina, Australia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Brazil, Canada, China, Cuba, Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Japan, Jordan, 

Kenya, Malawi, New Zealand, Norway, South Africa, Spain (on behalf of the European Union and its 

member States) and Switzerland. 

48. Statements were also made by the representative of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations (FAO), as well as by the representatives of the International Indigenous Forum on 

Biodiversity (IIFB), the International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN), 

and Econexus (also on behalf of Ecoropa). 

49. At the suggestion of the Chair, the Working Group decided to establish an open-ended contact 

group for informal discussion on the post-2010 Strategic Plan co-chaired by Mr. Ashgar Fazel (Islamic 

Republic of Iran) and Mr. Finn Katerås (Norway). The Chair suggested that the terms of reference for the 

group would be to assist the Chair to prepare a text for consideration by the plenary with a view to 

recommending to the Conference of the Parties at its tenth meeting a revised Strategic Plan for the period 

20112020. He urged members of the group to avoid bracketed text and seek compromise language 

where possible.  

50. At its 4th session, on 26 May 2010, the co-chair of the contact group on the Strategic Plan 

20112020 provided an update on the progress achieved by the contact group.  
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51. Thanking them for their work, the Chair said that, following discussion with the co-chairs of the 

contact group, he had decided to expand the terms of reference of the group to allow them to review the 

recommendation set out in the note by the Executive Secretary on updating and revision of the Strategic 

Plan for the post-2010 period (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/3), as appropriate and as time allowed. In addition, 

he had requested the co-chairs to establish whether the draft recommendation on an International Decade 

on Biodiversity proposed by Japan had the support of the Working Group and to report to him thereon to 

enable the establishment of an open-ended group of the friends of the chair to consider the matter, if 

necessary.  

52. At the 6th session of the meeting, on 27 May 2010, the co-chair of the contact group on the 

Strategic Plan provided an update on the progress achieved by the group to date. He explained that a 

number of brackets remained in the text and further discussion was required.  

53. Also at the 6th session of the meeting, on 27 May 2010, the Working Group took up the draft 

recommendation on updating and revision of the Strategic Plan for the post-2010 period, submitted by the 

co-chairs of the contact group on the Strategic Plan. 

54. Introducing the draft, the Chair invited the Working Group to focus its comments on the annex to 

the decision in a paragraph-by-paragraph review. He urged the Working Group to attempt to reach 

consensus on words that were currently bracketed in order to take full advantage of the high-level 

segment on biodiversity of the sixty-fifth session of the General Assembly to be held on 22 September 

2010. 

55. The representative of the Secretariat introduced new text agreed upon by the contact group on the 

Strategic Plan.  

56. Statements were made by the representatives of Argentina, Brazil, Canada, China, Cuba, 

Ethiopia, Guinea, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Japan, Malawi, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, 

Peru, and Spain (on behalf of the European Union and its member States).  

57. During the discussion, the representative of Mexico stated for the record the interrelationship 

between climate change and biodiversity should be reflected more adequately in the targets contained in 

the draft recommendation before the Working Group.  

58. At the 8th session of the meeting, on 28 May 2010, the Working Group took up a draft 

recommendation on the updating and revision of the Strategic Plan for the post-2010 period, submitted by 

the Co-Chairs of the contact group on the Strategic Plan. 

59. Statements were made by the representatives of Brazil, Canada, China, Grenada, the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, Japan, Liberia, Malawi (on behalf of the African region), Mexico, New Zealand, 

Norway, Peru, the Philippines, South Africa, and Spain (on behalf of the European Union and its member 

States). 

60. A statement was also made by a representative of the Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity. 

61. The Chair said that the revised draft recommendation would be further revised on the basis of 

amendments proposed and submitted to the Working Group for consideration at a later session. 

62. The revised draft recommendation was subsequently circulated as UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.9. 

63. Introducing the draft recommendation at the 9th session of the meeting, on 28 May 2010, the 

Chair thanked all delegates for the very constructive discussions and the very limited use of brackets in 

the draft text. 

64. Following an exchange of views, the Working Group agreed on the text of draft recommendation 

UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.9, as orally amended, but, at the suggestion of the Chair, suspended adoption 

pending consideration of the draft recommendations related to financial resources.  

65. On the resumption of the discussion on draft recommendation UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.9, later at 

the 9th session of the meeting, the representative of Brazil, on behalf of the Group of Like-minded 
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Megadiverse Countries, emphasized that the Strategic Plan must be seen in the context of resource 

mobilization and the access and benefit-sharing protocol and proposed that the entire document be 

bracketed. 

66. The representative of Malawi endorsed the proposal of Brazil and raised concerns that developed 

countries were not adhering to their commitments under Article 20 of the Convention. Those concerns 

were echoed by the representatives of Mexico (on behalf of the Group of Latin America and Caribbean 

countries), who called for the establishment of a robust protocol on access and benefit sharing, and the 

representatives of China and Cuba.  

67. Statements were made by Brazil (on behalf of the Group of Like-minded Megadiverse Countries), 

Malawi (on behalf of the African Group), Mexico, Cuba and China asking to bracket the draft 

recommendation on the Strategic Plan.  

68. The Chair said that the debate on the Strategic Plan had reflected a tone of willingness and 

understanding and a desire to bridge the gaps that existed between the divergent viewpoints, and he 

commended the spirit in which the discussions had been conducted and said that he hoped that spirit of 

cooperation would continue at the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties in Nagoya. He noted that 

the brackets added at the beginning and end of the draft recommendation did not indicate lack of 

agreement on the contents, but rather that the final consideration of the Strategic Plan at the tenth meeting 

of the Conference of the Parties would be in the context of a broader package of negotiations. 

69. The Working Group adopted draft recommendation UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.9 on the updating 

and revision of the Strategic Plan for the post-2010 period, as orally amended, as recommendation 3/5.  

The text of the recommendation as adopted is contained in the annex to the present report. 

5.2. Multi-year programme of work of the Convention and national reporting 

and 

8.1. Periodicity of meetings of the Conference of the Parties 

70. The Working Group took up agenda item 5.2 simultaneously with agenda item 8.1 at the 2nd 

session of the meeting, in the afternoon of 24 May 2010. In considering the item, the Working Group had 

before it notes by the Executive Secretary on the multi-year programme of work of the convention for the 

period 20112022 (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/5); national reporting: review of experience and proposals for 

the fifth national report (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/6 and Add.2); draft guidelines for the fifth national report 

(UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/6/Add.1); periodicity of meetings and organization of work of the Conference of 

the Parties (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/11). It also had before it as an information document a preliminary 

analysis of information in the fourth national reports (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/INF/1).   

71. Introducing the item, the Chair invited the Working Group to make observations on the two 

agenda items. 

72. Statements were made by the representatives of Argentina, Brazil, Canada, China, Grenada, 

India, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Japan, Liberia, Mexico, New Zealand, Spain (on behalf of the 

European Union and its member States), Switzerland, Uganda, and Ukraine (on behalf of the Central and 

Eastern European Group). 

73. At the suggestion of the Chair, the Working Group agreed that the draft recommendations on the 

multi-year programme of work and draft guidelines for the fifth national report would be amended by the 

Secretariat in the light of the statements made.  

74. Regarding the periodicity of meetings, at the suggestion of the Chair, the Working Group agreed 

that further discussions on the matter would be required at a later date.  

75. At the 5th session of the meeting, on 26 May 2010, the Working Group took up a draft 

recommendation submitted by the Chair on the multi-year programme of work of the Convention for the 

period 2011-2020.  
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76. Statements were made by the representatives of Argentina, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Canada, 

China, Ethiopia, Grenada, Haiti (on behalf of the Group of Latin American and Caribbean Countries), 

India, Iran, Japan, Kenya, Malawi, Mexico, New Zealand, the Philippines, Senegal, South Africa, Spain 

(on behalf of the European Union and its member States), Switzerland, and the United Republic of 

Tanzania. 

77. The representative of Mexico asked for clarification from the Secretariat on the status of the 

Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention.  

78. The representative of the Secretariat, in response, said that working groups were established by 

decisions of the Conference of the Parties, that they were subsidiary to the Conference of the Parties, that 

their remit was to make recommendations rather than decisions and that they were ad hoc rather than 

permanent bodies. 

79. At the suggestion of the Chair, the Working Group agreed to establish a small, informal group of 

friends of the Chair to hold consultations on the revised draft recommendation, taking into account the 

comments made. The group consisted of the representatives of Botswana, Grenada, Japan, Mexico, New 

Zealand and Spain (representing the European Union and its member States), to be chaired by the 

representative of Japan. 

80. The revised draft recommendation was subsequently circulated as draft recommendation 

UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.7 for consideration at a subsequent session of the meeting. 

81. At the 8th session of the meeting, in the morning of 28 May 2010, the Working Group adopted 

draft recommendation UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.7 on the multi-year programme of work of the 

Convention for the period 2011-2020 and periodicity of meetings and organization of work of the 

Conference of the Parties, as orally amended, as recommendation 3/6.  The text of the recommendation as 

adopted is contained in the annex to the present report. 

82. The representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran stated for the record that reference to a possible 

joint working programme among the Rio conventions and joint meetings of the Conferences of the Parties 

to those conventions should be bracketed throughout the text of the draft recommendation and in other 

draft recommendations adopted by the Working Group. 

83. Also at the 7th session of the meeting, on 27 May 2010, the Working Group took up a draft 

recommendation on review of experience and proposals for the fifth national report, submitted by the 

Chair.  

84. Statements were made by the representatives of Grenada, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Malawi 

and Spain (on behalf of the European Union and its member States).  

85. The Working Group agreed to take up the draft recommendation, as orally amended, at a 

subsequent session of the meeting as draft recommendation UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.5. 

86. At its 8th session of the meeting, on 28 May 2010, the Working Group adopted draft 

recommendation UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.5 as recommendation 3/7.  The text of the recommendation as 

adopted is contained in the annex to the present report. 

ITEM 6.  IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STRATEGY FOR RESOURCE MOBILIZATION 

6.1. List of initiatives to implement the strategy and indicators  

6.2. Innovative financial mechanisms 

and 

6.3. Review of the guidance to the financial mechanism 

87. The Working Group took up agenda items 6.1 and 6.2 at the 3rd session of the meeting, 

on 25 May 2010. In considering the items, the Working Group had before it a compilation of submissions 

on concrete activities and initiatives including measurable targets and/or indicators to achieve the 
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strategic goals contained in the strategy for resource mobilization and on indicators to monitor the 

implementation of the strategy (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/7), and a note on policy options concerning 

innovative financial mechanisms (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/8).  It also had before it, as information 

documents, the submissions of concrete activities and initiatives including measurable targets and/or 

indicators to achieve the strategic goals contained in the Strategy for Resource Mobilization and on 

indicators to monitor the implementation of the strategy (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/INF/4), the report of the 

proceedings of the International Workshop on Innovative Financial Mechanisms, held in Bonn from 27 to 

29 January 2010 (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/INF/5) and a note on advancing the biodiversity agenda: - a 

United Nations system-wide contribution (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/INF/12).  

88. Introducing the items, the Chair said that in its decision IX/11, the Conference of the Parties had 

requested the Working Group on Review of Implementation to prepare at its third meeting a list of 

concrete activities and initiatives to achieve the strategic goals of the strategy for resource mobilization 

and on indicators to monitor the implementation of the Strategy, and also to identify a series of options 

and policy recommendations concerning innovative financial mechanisms, based on information received 

from the Executive Secretary and the submissions received from Parties in response to the invitation 

contained in paragraph 6 of that decision, for submission to the Conference of the Parties at its tenth 

meeting for its consideration. He noted that due to a lack of submissions from Parties, no draft 

recommendation had been elaborated by the Secretariat on innovative financial mechanisms; he stressed, 

however, the importance of resources, including innovative financial mechanisms, in advancing the 

implementation of the updated and revised Strategic Plan for the period 20112020.  

89. Statements were made by the representatives of Argentina, Brazil, Botswana, Canada, China, 

Cuba, India, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Mexico, New Zealand, Niger, Norway, 

Peru, the Philippines, Senegal, South Africa, Spain (on behalf of the European Union and its member 

States), Switzerland, and Ukraine (on behalf of the Central and Eastern European Group).  

90. A statement was made by the representative of the Global Environment Facility. 

91. The representative of the Global Forest Coalition also made a statement.  

92. The Working Group took up agenda item 6.3 at the 3rd session of the meeting, on 25 May 2010. In 

considering the item, the Working Group had before it a compilation of existing guidance as well as 

suggestions for consolidation (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/9).   

93. Statements were made by the representatives of Brazil, Canada, Ethiopia, Haiti, Jordan, the 

Philippines, Spain (on behalf of the European Union and its member States) and Switzerland. 

94. A statement was also made by the representative of the International Indigenous Forum on 

Biodiversity.  

95. At the suggestion of the Chair, the Working Group decided to establish an open-ended contact 

group on resource mobilization to consider all the statements and written submissions that had been made 

under agenda item 6, with a view to preparing three draft recommendations, to be co-chaired by 

Mr. Damaso Luna (Mexico) and Ms. Maria Schultz (Sweden). 

96. At the 4th session of the meeting, on 26 May 2010, the Co-Chair of the contact group on resource 

mobilization provided an update on the progress achieved by the contact group.  

97. Thanking them for their work, the Chairman urged Parties to seek to achieve constructive 

discussion within the contact group. The representative of Malawi, supported by the representative of 

Cote d‟Ivoire, requested the establishment of a voluntary fund within the Global Environment Facility at 

the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to assist developing countries. 

98. At the 6th session of the meeting, the co-chair of the contact group on resource mobilization 

provided an update on the progress achieved by the group to date. He said that the draft recommendation 

derived from the one set out in document UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/8 was being prepared for distribution to 

the Working Group.  
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99. At the suggestion of the Chair, the Working Group agreed that an informal group of friends of the 

chair comprising the representatives of Brazil, Canada, India, Spain (on behalf of the European Union and 

its member States) and South Africa, under the leadership of the representative of Switzerland, would 

attempt to further refine the draft recommendations on resource mobilization.  

100. The representative of Brazil, speaking on behalf of the Group of Like-Minded Megadiverse 

Countries and the Group of Latin America and the Caribbean countries, welcomed the establishment of a 

group of friends of the Chair. Expressing the view that it was essential to put the discussion of financial 

matters first, however, he stressed that correct, adequate and predictable funding was necessary to enable 

the analysis of the new targets and indicators contained in the Strategic Plan. He said that future 

implementation of the Convention was dependent on the flow of resources to developing countries to 

complement their efforts to implement the Convention, including the Strategic Plan for the period 

20102022.  

101. Responding to the representative of Brazil, the Chair underscored the need to build trust and close 

the gap between the divergent views prior to discussing resource mobilization. He affirmed that nothing 

would be decided with regard to the Strategic Plan until the group of friends of the Chair on the draft 

recommendation on resource mobilization had reported to plenary on progress made on that issue.  

102. The representative of Malawi, speaking on behalf of the African Group, expressed his agreement 

with the stance taken by the representative of Brazil.  

103. In the interests of time and the spirit of cooperation, the representative of Brazil, speaking on 

behalf of the Group of Like-minded Megadiverse Countries and the Latin American and Caribbean 

Group, agreed to proceed with the discussion on the Strategic Plan while reserving the right to await the 

outcome of the discussions on resource mobilization.  

104. The representative of Switzerland presented his report to the Working Group on the findings of 

the friends of the chair group. 

105. The Chair invited the representatives of Canada, South Africa, the European Union and Brazil to 

meet with him at the close of the plenary session to work on the issue of targets and indicators in the 

revised draft recommendation submitted by the Chair of the Friends of the Chair on concrete activities 

and initiatives including measurable targets and/or indicators to achieve the strategic goals contained in 

the strategy for resource mobilization and on indicators to monitor the implementation of the strategy. 

106. At the 8th session of the meeting, on 28 May 2010, the Working Group took up the revised draft 

recommendation submitted by the Chair of the Friends of the Chair on concrete activities and initiatives 

including measurable targets and/or indicators to achieve the strategic goals contained in the strategy for 

resource mobilization and on indicators to monitor the implementation of the strategy.  Following an 

exchange of views, the Working Group agreed to take up the draft recommendation, as orally amended, at 

a subsequent session of the meeting as draft recommendation UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.11. 

107. Also at the 8th session of the meeting, the Working Group took up a revised draft 

recommendation submitted by the Chair of the Friends of the Chair on review of guidance to the financial 

mechanism.  The Working Group agreed to take up the draft recommendation, as orally amended, at a 

subsequent session of the meeting as draft recommendation UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.13. 

108. Also at the 8th session of the meeting, the Working Group took up the draft recommendation 

submitted by the Chair of the Friends of the Chair on policy options concerning innovative financial 

mechanisms.  Following an exchange of views, in which the representatives of Argentina, Canada, 

Grenada, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Liberia, the Philippines and South Africa participated, the Working 

Group agreed to take up the draft recommendation, as orally amended, at a subsequent session of the 

meeting as draft recommendation UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.12. 

109. At the 9th session of meeting, on 28 May 2010, the Working Group adopted draft 

recommendations UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.11, on concrete activities and initiatives including measurable 

targets and/or indicators to achieve the strategic goals contained in the strategy for resource mobilization 
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and on indicators to monitor the implementation of the strategy, UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.12, on policy 

options concerning innovative financial mechanisms, and UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.13, on review of 

guidance to the financial mechanism, as recommendations 3/8, 3/9 and 3/10, respectively.  The text of 

recommendations as adopted is contained in the annex to the present report. 

ITEM 7:  FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF THE PROPOSED BIODIVERSITY 

TECHNOLOGY INITIATIVE 

110. The Working Group took up agenda item 7 at the 4th session of the meeting, on 26 May 2010. In 

considering the item, the Working Group had before it a note by the Executive Secretary containing 

options in designing a possible Biodiversity Technological Initiative and a list of criteria for selecting a 

host institution (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/10). 

111. Introducing the item, the representative of the secretariat said that by paragraph 9 of its 

decision IX/14, the Conference of the Parties had requested the Executive Secretary, in cooperation with 

relevant partner organizations, to identify options for activities to be included in a prospective 

Biodiversity Technology Initiative as well as for the structure, functioning and governance of a 

Biodiversity Technology Initiative and to complete, as necessary, the list of criteria for selecting the host 

institution of the Biodiversity Technology Initiative, bearing in mind the possibility of the Initiative being 

hosted by the Secretariat of the Convention.  

112. The Chair said that a significant amount of work had been carried out on the subject as explained 

in the document before the Working Group. He invited the Working Group to review the options and list 

of criteria contained therein together with the elements of the draft recommendation with a view to 

finalizing them for the consideration of the Conference of the Parties at its tenth meeting. 

113. Statements were made by the representatives of Argentina; Brazil; Canada; China; Guinea; India; 

Jordan; Kenya; Malawi, on behalf of the African region; New Zealand; Philippines; Senegal; Serbia (on 

behalf of the Central and Eastern European region); Spain (on behalf of the European Union); 

Switzerland; Turkmenistan; and the United Republic of Tanzania;  

114. The Chair said that the Secretariat would circulate a revised draft recommendation based on 

chapter V, on the suggested way ahead, of the document before the Working Group 

(UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/10) and that it would be submitted to the Working Group at a later session. 

115. At the 5th session of the meeting, on the morning of 27 May 2010, the Working Group took up 

consideration of the draft recommendation on further consideration of the proposed biodiversity 

technology initiative, submitted by the Chair. 

116. Statements were made by the representatives of Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Grenada, Haiti, Kenya, 

Malawi, New Zealand, Norway, the Philippines, South Africa, Spain (on behalf of the European Union 

and its member States), and the United Republic of Tanzania.  

117. The Working Group agreed to take up the draft recommendation, as orally amended, at a 

subsequent session of the meeting as draft recommendation UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.4. 

118. At the 8th session of the meeting, on 28 May 2010, the Working Group adopted draft 

recommendation UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.4 on further consideration of the proposed biodiversity 

technology initiative as recommendation 3/11. 

ITEM 8: OPERATIONS OF THE CONVENTION  

8.1. Periodicity of meetings 

119. The Working Group took up agenda item 8.1 in conjunction with item 5.2 at the 2nd session of 

the meeting, on 24 May 2010 (see paragraphs  70-86 above). In considering the item, the Working Group 

had before it the report by the Executive Secretary on options for the meeting schedule and organization 

of its work after 2010 (UNEP/CBD/COP/9/22/Add.1) and a note on the periodicity of meetings and 

organization of work of the Conference of the Parties (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/11).  
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8.2. Retirement of decisions  

120. The Working Group took up agenda item 8.2 at the 3rd session of the meeting, on 25 May 2010.  

121. Introducing the item, the Chair invited a representative of the Secretariat to report on progress to 

date with regard to the process to retire decisions and elements of decisions from the fifth and sixth 

meetings of the Conference of the Parties pursuant to decision IX/29.  

122. The representative of the Secretariat reported that the Executive Secretary communicated 

proposals to Parties, Governments and other organizations on 9 April 2010. He noted that the deadline for 

the submission of written comments was 15 June 2010 and that, to date, no submissions had been 

received.  

123. The Working Group took note of the progress to date. 

ITEM 9. OTHER MATTERS 

Statement by Brazil, on behalf of the Group of Like-minded Megadiverse Countries on access and 

benefit-sharing for the new Strategic Plan 2010-2020 

124. At the 3rd session of the meeting, on 25 May 2010, the representative of Brazil, speaking on 

behalf of the Group of Like-minded Megadiverse Countries, said that, in the context of the discussions of 

a new Strategic Plan to the Convention on Biological Diversity for the post-2010, and regarding the 

urgency to halt the loss of biodiversity, by effectively implementing the threefold objective of the 

Convention, the Group of Like Minded Megadiverse Countries would like to make the following 

statement: 

"1. The negotiations on the Protocol to Access and Benefit Sharing of Genetic Resources and 

Associated Traditional Knowledge are the most important political  negotiating process in 

progress in the context of the Convention on Biological Diversity; 

"2. Without an effective International Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing, aimed at stopping 

biopiracy and providing legal certainty, the underlying causes that lead to the loss of biodiversity 

and the implementation deficit regarding the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out 

of the utilization of genetic resources will not be fully addressed; 

"3. We welcome the progress made in the Cali meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group 

on Access and Benefit Sharing, and we reiterate our commitment to jointly work in the resumed 

session of WG-ABS 9, and complete the negotiations so as to adopt a strong, effective and 

balanced Protocol at the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties on the Convention on 

Biological Diversity (COP-10), in Nagoya, Japan. 

"4. We look forward to see this Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing of Genetic Resources and 

Associated Traditional Knowledge as an essential element of an enhanced and revised new 

Strategic Plan to the Convention on Biological Diversity for the post-2010.” 

United Nations Decade on Biodiversity 

125. At the 7th session of the meeting, on 27 May 2010, the Working Group took up a draft 

recommendation on the United Nations Decade on Biodiversity 2011–2020, submitted by Japan on behalf 

of the Bureau. The Chair said that Parties should continue their consultations on the draft and revert to it 

at a subsequent session. 

126. At its 8th session of the meeting, in the morning of 28 May 2010, the co-chair of the informal 

group of the friends of the chair reported on progress made in discussions on the draft recommendation on 

a United Nations Decade on Biodiversity 2011-2020.  The Working Group agreed to take up the draft 

recommendation, as orally amended, at a subsequent session of the meeting as draft recommendation 

UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.2. 
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127. At the 9th session of the meeting, on 28 May 2010, the Working Group adopted draft 

recommendation UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.2 on the United Nations Decade on Biodiversity as 

recommendation 3/12. 

Statement by Mr. Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme 

128. At the 8th session of the meeting, on 28 May 2010, the Working Group heard a statement from 

Mr. Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme, who. drew 

attention to the symbolic nature of 2010 for biological diversity, which provided an opportunity to 

reframe, refocus and renew international commitment to the core ideas and principles that had led to the 

establishment of the Convention. He said that despite the great determination demonstrated since the Rio 

Summit and the many activities under way to reduce biodiversity loss, the 2010 target had remained 

elusive. He stressed the importance of not portraying the inability to meet that ambitious target as a 

failure, especially in that it might inhibit future environmental investments by the international 

community. He stressed that many positive outcomes and targets had been attained around the world. He 

said that discussions in the Working Group indicated that the determination of member States to continue 

to drive the biodiversity agenda forward remained as fresh as it had been in Rio; this was an important 

message to communicate to the world, which should be echoed and amplified at the tenth meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties to the Convention. 

129. He underscored the importance of synergies and complementarity to ensure that the agendas of 

environmental initiatives were mutually supportive; much remained to be done, for Governments in 

particular, in that regard.  

130. Drawing attention to the Oslo climate and forest conference, held in Oslo on 27 May 2010, at 

which some $4.5 billion had been mobilized to implement REDD and REDD+ activities, he stressed the 

new and varied financial flows that intersected with the objectives of the Convention. He highlighted the 

importance of proving to the international community the successes of instruments to enhance their 

willingness to invest. He said that the Strategic Plan provided the Convention with a focus to propel its 

own work forward and to enable other global and regional mechanisms and instruments better to 

understand the specific and distinct role of the Convention. The tenth meeting of the Conference of the 

Parties represented an opportunity to enhance broad global understanding of the importance of 

biodiversity conservation and ecosystem services in ensuring that societies survived and thrived, which 

the incoming Japanese presidency of the tenth meeting was taking very seriously. 

131. He said that financing remained a major challenge in environmental negotiations. The fifth GEF 

replenishment of $4.3 billion, although far below the level of financing required to meet the ambitions of 

international agreements, constituted part of the incrementally and cumulatively significant provision of 

resources. He underlined the need to make use of lessons learned on financing to discard less effective 

approaches in favour of those that were transformative.  

132. Turning to ongoing discussions on the hosting function of UNEP for multilateral environmental 

agreements, he drew attention to a study he had commissioned to bring greater transparency and 

credibility to that aspect of UNEP work, including the organization‟s relationship with different 

instruments and the financial regulations and rules that governed it. He underscored that significant funds 

from the UNEP budget were invested in access and benefit sharing activities, enabling meetings and 

furthering the implementation of the decisions of the Conference of the Parties, among other things. In 

accordance with United Nations financial regulations and rules, UNEP currently imposed a 13 per cent 

overhead or programme support cost for programme management, administration and central support 

services. He stressed that some 70 per cent of that amount was allocated directly to the functioning of the 

Convention secretariat in Montreal, which supported the work of the Convention and implementation of 

the decisions of the Conference of the Parties. A specific concern raised by the Executive Secretary and a 

previous presidency of the Conference of the Parties had been the 13 per cent charge on the funds made 

available for travel for meetings, in particular for developing country participants. While in accordance 
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with the United Nations regulatory framework, he expressed his willingness to take steps to waive that 

charge for such meeting travel costs, particularly as it was clear that meetings of the Conference of the 

Parties and of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice benefited from 

maximum participation. It was necessary, however, to first consider the budget implications of such a 

move. By hosting the secretariats of multilateral environmental agreements, the United Nations provided 

a guarantee that the integrity of management, administrative and fiduciary standards were being upheld. 

He expressed his determination to clarify delegations of authority and accountability frameworks to 

ensure better results.  

133. He said that UNEP was committed to providing its fullest support to the work of the Convention 

and to the German presidency of the ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties and the Japanese 

presidency of the tenth, in collaboration with the Convention secretariat. In closing, he congratulated the 

Working Group on the success of the current meeting and, speaking as Director-General of the United 

Nations Office at Nairobi, thanked the Working Group for choosing the Nairobi United Nations 

headquarter duty station as the location for its important meeting.  

134. The Chair expressed the appreciation of the Working Group for the Executive Director‟s 

willingness to waive the 13 per cent programme support costs for travel, as outlined, subject to the 

necessary consideration of budget implications. He thanked the Executive Director for his attendance at 

the present meeting, which signalled both his personal commitment and his organization‟s commitment to 

the Convention. 

Statement by the representative of Brazil, on behalf of the Group of Like-minded Megadiverse Countries, 

at the closing session of the meeting 

135. In a statement on behalf of the Group of Like-minded Megadiverse Countries, at the 9th session 

of the meeting, on 28 May 2010, the representative of Brazil said that in the light of the continuing 

process to update the Strategic Plan with a view to its adoption at the tenth meeting of the Conference of 

the Parties and the urgency of the need to halt biodiversity loss through effective implementation of the 

Convention, the Group was of the opinion that: first, all Parties to the Convention should strive to 

contribute to consideration of the interrelationship between biodiversity, sustainable development and 

poverty alleviation based on recognition of the needs of their populations; second, there was a need for 

new initiatives to ensure an adequate, stable and predictable flow of resources from developed to 

developing countries to enable them to implement the Convention; third, international cooperation was 

required to implement Article 20 of the Convention to enable developing countries with scarce resources 

to implement the Convention; fourth, the ongoing negotiations on a protocol on access and benefit 

sharing, the revised Strategic Plan and the resource mobilization strategy were basic elements required to 

secure implementation of the three objectives of the Convention based on the principle of common but 

differentiated responsibilities; fifth, the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties should address as a 

package the protocol on access and benefit-sharing, the Strategic Plan and the resource mobilization 

strategy. 

ITEM 10. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 

136. At the 8th session of the meeting, on 28 May 2010, the Working Group agreed that all references in its 

recommendations to “the joint work programme among the three Rio conventions” should be bracketed. 

137. The present report was adopted at the 10th session of the meeting, on 28 May 2010, on the basis 

of the draft report prepared by the Rapporteur (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/L.1) and on the understanding that 

any requests for corrections or amendments would be submitted to the Secretariat after the meeting.  
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ITEM 11. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 

138. After the customary exchange of courtesies, the third meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended 

Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention was closed at 5.25 p.m. on Friday, 28 

May 2010. 
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3/1. Implementation of the Convention and the Strategic Plan 

The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention 

recommends that the Conference of the Parties at its tenth meeting adopt a decision along the following 

lines: 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Taking note of the report on progress in the implementation of the Strategic Plan contained in the 

note by the Executive Secretary on implementation of the Strategic Plan and progress towards the 2010 

biodiversity target, and in-depth review of goals 1 and 4 of the Strategic Plan (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/2), 

Welcoming the substantial progress made by Parties towards some of the goals and objectives of 

the Strategic Plan, in particular with regard to the development of national biodiversity strategies and 

action plans, the engagement of stakeholders, and the widespread recognition of the 2010 biodiversity 

target, 

Expressing concern over the limitations in the financial human and technical resources available 

to Parties to fully implement the Convention, especially for developing countries and, in particular the 

least developed countries and small island developing States, as well as countries with economies in 

transition, 

Emphasizing the need for a balanced and enhanced implementation of the Convention‟s three 

objectives, 

Recalling its earlier decisions related to capacity-building, in particular decisions VIII/8 and IX/8, 

1. Emphasizes the need for increased support to Parties, especially developing countries 

and, in particular the least developed countries and small island developing States, as well as countries 

with economies in transition, to strengthen capacity for the implementation of the Convention, in line 

with the updated Strategic Plan of the Convention 2011-2020, including: 

(a) Support for the updating of national biodiversity strategies and action plans as effective 

instruments to promote the implementation of the Strategic Plan and mainstreaming of biodiversity at the 

national level;   

(b) Human resource development, including training on technical topics and communication 

skills and stakeholder involvement, with emphasis on strengthening the expertise of local partners;  

(c) Strengthening of national institutions to ensure the effective provision, exchange and use 

of biodiversity-related information, to provide monitoring of implementation, and to ensure policy 

coherence and facilitate coordination among sectors so as to promote implementation in all sectors; 

(d) Strengthening of cooperation at regional and subregional levels;  

(e) Enhanced knowledge management to facilitate improved access to and effective use of 

relevant knowledge, information and technologies, through a strengthened central clearing-house 

mechanism and national clearing-house mechanism nodes; 

(f) Support to assess, on a scientific basis, the economic and other values of biodiversity and 

ecosystems in order to increase awareness and understanding of the importance of biodiversity, and 

thereby contribute to the mobilization of additional resources for the conservation and sustainable use of 

biodiversity; 

2. Invites Parties to establish mechanisms at all levels to foster the full and effective 

participation of indigenous peoples and local communities, civil-society organizations and all 
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stakeholders in the full implementation of the objectives, of the Convention, the Strategic Plan for the 

period 2011-2020 and the biodiversity targets;
1
 

3. Requests the Global Environment Facility to provide adequate and timely financial 

support for the updating of national biodiversity strategies and action plans and related enabling activities, 

and requests the Global Environment Facility and its implementing agencies to ensure that procedures are 

in place to ensure an expeditious disbursement of funds; 

4. Invites other donors, Governments and multilateral and bilateral agencies to provide 

financial, technical and technological support to developing countries, particularly least developed 

countries and small island developing States, as well as countries with economies in transition, to 

strengthen their capacities to implement the Convention, including support for relevant initiatives and 

strategies of indigenous and local communities; 

5. Requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with Parties, other Governments and 

relevant international organizations such as the United Nations Development Programme, the United 

Nations Environment Programme, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and other 

partners, to continue facilitating the provision of support to countries for capacity-building activities, 

including through regional and/or subregional workshops on updating and revising national biodiversity 

strategies and action plans, the mainstreaming of biodiversity and the enhancement of the clearing-house 

mechanism; 

6. Further requests the Executive Secretary to: 

(a)  Prepare a further and in-depth analysis of the main reasons why the 2010 biodiversity 

target has not been met despite the activities undertaken by Parties, drawing upon the third edition of the  

Global Biodiversity Outlook, the fourth national reports and other relevant sources of information; and  

(b) Develop guides on integrating biodiversity into relevant sectors and cross-sectoral 

policies, plans and programmes. 

                                                      
1
 Alternatively, this paragraph could be included in the recommendation on the Strategic Plan for the period 2011-2020.  
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3/2. Business engagement 

 The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention 

recommends that the Conference of the Parties at its tenth meeting adopt a decision along the following 

lines:  

The Conference of the Parties, 

Noting the importance of the values of biodiversity and ecosystem services, including for 

sustaining businesses and the private sector, 

Noting also the progress achieved in engaging businesses and the private sector for integrating 

biodiversity concerns into corporate strategies and decision-making, in accordance with objective 4.4 of 

the Strategic Plan for the period 2002-2010, 

Recognizing the progress made in integrating biodiversity conservation and sustainable use in 

business operations, and commending companies that have demonstrated commitment and leadership in 

this regard, 

Realizing the need to incorporate biodiversity concerns into existing and emerging private-sector 

initiatives and operations,  

Emphasizing the interest and capacities of private enterprises, including small and medium-sized 

enterprises, in the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and ecosystem services as a source for 

future business operations, and as a condition for new business opportunities and markets,  

Recognizing the importance of drawing on the capacities of business and private enterprise, 

Recognizing the important role of Governments in enhancing the engagement of the business 

community in achieving the three objectives of the Convention, 

Recognizing also the importance of ethical, scientific, socio-economic and ecological approaches 

for addressing biodiversity challenges, 

Welcoming the third Biodiversity and Business 2010 Challenge Conference in Jakarta and noting 

the report provided in the meeting documentation, 

Welcoming the Global Business of Biodiversity Symposium organized in London in July 2010, 

Noting the potential role of civil society, including non-governmental organizations, scientific 

organizations, and other stakeholders, in influencing business practices and in facilitating a modification 

of consumer behaviour as well as of societal expectations,  

Building on existing activities and initiatives under the Convention related to business and 

biodiversity, as well as those of other entities, such as of the private sector itself, 

Noting the importance of the findings and recommendations coming from ongoing relevant work 

on the values of biodiversity and ecosystem services, such as from the Green Economy Initiative of the 

United Nations Environment Programme, and, inter alia, the reports on The Economics of Ecosystems 

and Biodiversity (TEEB), for further analysis of the issue, for the development of a more common 

understanding, and for improved and strengthened communication with the private sector as well as 

within the business community, 

Recognizing the relevance of existing developments and work processes under various forums, 

including relevant international organizations, such as the Green Growth Initiative of the Organisation for 

Economic Co-operation and Development , the proposed green economics theme for the 2012 United 

Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, the Marrakech Process on Sustainable Consumption 

and Production supported by the United Nations Environment Programme and the United Nations 

Secretariat, the Biotrade Initiative of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, as well 

as existing initiatives that promote corporate social responsibility and the greening of supply chains,   
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Recognizing the opportunity and need to incorporate biodiversity objectives into emerging new 

green development initiatives,  

Noting also the need for dialogue between Parties, business representatives and other 

stakeholders, at national, regional and international levels, 

1. Invites Parties: 

(a) To promote a public-policy environment that enables private-sector engagement and the 

mainstreaming of biodiversity into corporate strategies and decision-making in a manner that contributes 

to the achievement of the three objectives of the Convention; 

(b)  To create conditions that facilitate private sector engagement, inter alia and as 

appropriate, for: transparent reporting against which to assess implementation; independent assessments; 

and terms and conditions for partnership initiation and termination; 

(c) To develop principles for incorporating biodiversity into business practices that take into 

account existing developments under various forums, including relevant institutions and 

non-governmental organizations, such as the Business and Biodiversity Offsets Programme, the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature, the United Nations Environment Programme, the 

Biotrade Initiative of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the World Business 

Council for Sustainable Development, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, 

Nippon Keidanren, the Business and Biodiversity Initiative initiated at the ninth meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties;  

(d) To support the establishment of national and regional business and biodiversity initiatives 

and to strive towards a global partnership on business and biodiversity by inviting ongoing initiatives and 

other interested stakeholders to be part of the business and biodiversity initiative, and to take note of the 

Jakarta Charter; 

(e) To develop, and report on, national activities that promote and facilitate the 

mainstreaming of biodiversity by business, such as through regulations and, as appropriate, economically 

and socially sound incentive measures, national biodiversity strategies and action plans as well as national 

reports;  

(f) To develop ongoing dialogue with the business community in relation to biodiversity 

considerations and activities; 

(g) To encourage involvement of businesses as stakeholders in any future revision and 

implementation of national biodiversity strategies and action plans;  

 (h) To adopt, as appropriate, sustainability criteria for government purchases of products of 

biological resources; 

2. Encourages businesses and the private sector: 

(a) To contribute to the implementation of the Convention as well as its Strategic Plan 

2011-2020 and its targets, and refer to is, as appropriate, for defining concrete and measurable 

biodiversity targets for their operations; 

(b) To assess impacts on biodiversity and ecosystem services, including the consideration of 

related risks and opportunities, and of how this may affect their activities, and to develop and apply 

processes and production methods that minimize or avoid negative impacts on biodiversity; 

(c) To take into account, as appropriate, the Akwé: Kon Voluntary Guidelines for the 

Conduct of Cultural, Environmental and Social Impact Assessment regarding Developments Proposed to 
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Take Place on, or which are Likely to Impact on, Sacred Sites and on Lands and Waters Traditionally 

Occupied or Used by Indigenous and Local Communities;
2
 

(d) To share and adopt lessons learned between and among business and enterprises, 

including small and medium-sized enterprises; 

(e) To survey available best practice within relevant industries, and to consider how specific 

skills, expertise and influence can be mobilized and shared in order to minimize and avoid negative 

impacts on biodiversity; 

(f) To participate in voluntary certification schemes which promote the three objectives of 

the Convention; 

(g) To adopt commitments to support the achievement of the three objectives of the 

Convention, for instance, through the approaches set out in the Jakarta Charter and other initiatives at 

both national and global levels;  

(h) To use clear and measurable criteria or indicators as a means to track implementation of 

these commitments in a transparent manner, by means of voluntary declaration;  

(i)  To engage wider efforts to promote business engagement in the achievement of the three 

objectives of the Convention and its new Strategic Plan, such as the Business and Biodiversity Initiative 

initiated at the ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, and the Jakarta Charter, as a step to 

highlight their commitment to the three objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity; 

(j) To develop and maintain an ongoing dialogue with Governments on how best to 

contribute to the achievement of the three objectives of the Convention; 

3. Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of resources and in 

collaboration with relevant organizations and initiatives, such as those mentioned in paragraph 1 (c) 

above: 

(a) To encourage establishment of the national and regional business and biodiversity 

initiatives by facilitating a forum of dialogue among Parties and other Governments, business, and other 

stakeholders, with a particular focus on the global level;  

(b) To compile information on existing tools that can further facilitate the engagement of 

businesses in integrating biodiversity concerns into corporate strategies and decision-making, such as, 

inter alia, business-operating principles for biodiversity conservation, indicators of conservation 

efficiency, and methodologies/techniques/tools for the valuation of biodiversity and ecosystem services, 

to analyse the effectiveness of these tools in relevant economic sectors, and to make this compilation and 

analysis available to national focal points and all relevant stakeholders, through the clearing-house 

mechanism of the Convention and through other means; 

(c) To encourage the development and application of tools and mechanisms that can further 

facilitate the engagement of businesses in integrating biodiversity concerns into their work, such as, 

consistent and in harmony with the Convention and other relevant international obligations,  certification, 

verification, the valuation of biodiversity and ecosystem services, incentive measures, biodiversity 

offsets, etc.;  

(d) To also encourage monitoring of the effects of tools and mechanisms applied in 

accordance with paragraph 3 (c) above; 

(e) To disseminate, through the clearing-house mechanism and through other means, tools 

and examples of best practice for encouraging the participation of business, including small and 

medium-sized enterprises (SMEs);  

                                                      
2
  Decision VII/16 F, annex. 
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(f)  To encourage businesses that endorse the objectives of the Convention and its Strategic 

Plan 2011-2020 in communicating their biodiversity-relevant activities to their consumers, customers, and 

other stakeholders;  

Annex 

THE JAKARTA CHARTER 

We, the participants attending the Third Business and the 2010 Biodiversity Challenge 

Conference, held in Jakarta from 30 November to 2 December 2009,  

Deeply concerned that resilience of ecosystems and their capacity to adapt remain under serious 

threat worldwide, and noted that climate change is a threat and requires focused efforts to protect 

biodiversity,  

Stressing that sustainable use and conservation of biodiversity together with ecological 

restoration offers growing business opportunities while addressing climate change through instruments 

such as that on reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation (REDD plus) under the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change,  

Emphasizing the need to incorporate biodiversity risks and opportunities into business strategies 

and mainstream biodiversity and ecosystem services into business policies and practices,  

Acknowledging the ongoing work of the UNEP Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity 

(TEEB) study that was presented at the Jakarta Conference,  

Recognizing the progress made over the past decade in integrating biodiversity conservation in 

business strategies and commends companies that have demonstrated commitment and leadership in this 

regard,  

Noting the critical importance of tenth meeting of the Conference of Parties, to be held in 

Nagoya, Japan, in October 2010, and its objective of setting the global agenda for action for the next 

decade,  

Have agreed as follows:  

1.  The value of biodiversity and ecosystem services needs to be better reflected in economic models 

and policies, bearing in mind that sustainable management of biodiversity and ecosystem services are a 

source for future business operations as well as a condition for new business opportunities and markets;  

2.  Mainstreaming biodiversity into business needs to be enhanced through voluntary corporate 

actions as well as market-oriented enabling policies and approaches such as the Green Development 

Mechanism, international standards and certification systems and related initiatives. In this context, State-

owned corporations can also play a leadership role in supporting the three objectives of the Convention on 

Biological Diversity by incorporating biodiversity into their operations and procurement policies;  

3.  Integrating biodiversity into business can also contribute to poverty reduction and sustainable 

development especially through joint ventures with the indigenous and local communities;  

4.  The concept of no-net-loss of biodiversity and net-positive impact, as articulated by the Business 

and Biodiversity Offsets Programme, is a practical framework for assessing efforts to implement the 

Convention on Biological Diversity;  

5. Improving the quantity, quality, availability of biodiversity data to facilitate business decision 

making and action that will support biodiversity conservation and sustainable use;  

6.  Increasing awareness and education of consumers, investors and small and medium-sized 

enterprises (SMEs) and other stakeholders regarding biodiversity;  
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7.  To scale up existing innovations and champion good practices, tools, etc., on a comprehensive 

capacity-building scheme oriented towards competence enhancement for critical decision-making and 

action-taking, addressing all stakeholders;  

8.  Supporting the establishment of an intergovernmental science-policy platform on biodiversity and 

ecosystem services to play an important role in ensuring that biodiversity becomes and remains a priority 

for public- and private-sector decision makers;  

9.  It is imperative to work together for creating a public-policy environment that encourages greater 

private-sector engagement and mainstreaming of biodiversity into corporate strategies and decision-

making for achieving the three objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity and having 

Governments commit themselves to internalizing sustainable sourcing in their procurement policies, thus 

demonstrating leadership by example;  

10.  A visionary and effective Strategy to Advance the 2020 Business and Biodiversity Agenda, 

focusing in particular on the scaling up of successful approaches for mainstreaming biodiversity into 

business operations to be considered by the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological 

Diversity at its tenth meeting, to be held in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, in October 2010;  

11.  Improving the commitment and leadership of the private sector will be vital for the 

implementation of the Strategic Plan of the Convention for the period 2011-2020 as well as the post-2010 

biodiversity targets;  

12.  Building on the experience of the last three Biodiversity Challenge Conferences, there is a need 

for a multi-sectoral global forum on business and biodiversity for promoting dialogue and partnerships 

between Parties, representatives of business, civil-society representatives and other stakeholders to 

advance the implementation of the three objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity and its new 

Strategic Plan;  

13.  The first global forum on business and biodiversity may be convened as soon as possible and no 

later than the eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological 

Diversity;  

14.  Businesses are encouraged to express their commitment to the three objectives of the Convention 

on Biological Diversity by endorsing the Jakarta Charter on Business and Biodiversity and participating 

actively in the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, in conjunction with which a International 

Business and Ecosystems Day, being co-organized on 26 October 2010 by International Union for 

Conservation of Nature, the World Business Council for Sustainable Development and Nippon Keidanren 

with the support of the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, will provide a further 

important opportunity for the engagement of business in supporting the core objectives of the 

Convention;  

15.  To thank the people and Government of Indonesia for hosting the third Business and the 2010 

Biodiversity Challenge Conference.  

Jakarta, 2 December 2009 
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3/3. Integration of biodiversity into poverty eradication and development 

The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention 

recommends that the Conference of the Parties at its tenth meeting adopt a decision along the following 

lines: 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Recognizing the urgent need to improve capacity for mainstreaming the three objectives of the 

Convention into poverty eradication strategies and plans (e.g. Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers, national 

development plans) and development processes as a means to enhance the implementation of Convention 

and its Strategic Plan  and enhance its contribution to sustainable development and human well-being,  

Aware of the large number of existing processes, mechanisms and institutions addressing poverty 

eradication, and the needs to mainstream relevant biodiversity and ecosystem services considerations 

within existing platforms and initiatives, 

Recalling the “Message from Paris” from the Conference on Biodiversity in European 

Development Cooperation in September 2006 which emphasizes the need for enhanced incorporation of 

biodiversity considerations into development cooperation, 

Recalling the outcomes of the expert meeting on mainstreaming biodiversity in development 

cooperation held in Montreal, from 13 to 15 May 2009 and hosted by the Convention on Biological 

Diversity Secretariat, 

Welcomes the high-level meeting of the United Nations General Assembly as a contribution to the 

International Year of Biodiversity on 22 September 2010,  

1. Calls for enhanced efforts to promote capacity-building for mainstreaming biodiversity 

and ecosystem services into broader poverty eradication and development processes as a means to 

contribute to the implementation of the Convention and its revised Strategic Plan for the period beyond 

2010, including the Millennium Development Goals, especially for developing countries, in particular the 

least developed countries and small island developing States, and countries with economies in transition;  

2. Calls for active involvement and commitment of development cooperation agencies and 

implementing agencies in supporting mainstreaming biodiversity and ecosystem services into poverty 

eradication and development processes; 

3. Calls upon all the partners and stakeholders involved in biodiversity and development 

processes and programmes to strengthen coordination in order to avoid duplication and to facilitate 

coherence, synergies and complementary strategies and working approaches aiming at sustainable 

development and poverty eradication; 

4. Notes that it is essential to share experiences between countries on how to mainstream 

and build capacity and to strengthen the scaling-up of good practices on sustainable development and 

poverty eradication; 

5. Welcomes the increased efforts and attention to mainstreaming biodiversity and 

ecosystem services into poverty eradication and development;  

6. Notes, in efforts to integrate biodiversity into poverty eradication and development 

processes, the importance of: 

(a) Scientific information and the knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and 

local communities relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and their participation 

in accordance with Article 8(j) and related provisions of the Convention;  

(b) Mainstreaming gender considerations and promote gender equality; 
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(c) A South-South cooperation forum on biodiversity for development, the Bali Strategic 

Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-Building, and other processes and the need for effective 

coordination; 

(d) Enhanced communication and outreach on the inter-linkages between poverty 

eradication, development and biodiversity; 

7. Notes the potential usefulness of a long-term global effort utilizing regional and national 

development organizations as nodes for South-South and North-South cooperation to assist 

country-driven processes for an effective mainstreaming of biodiversity and ecosystem services in 

development processes through capacity-building to enhance environmental governance, biodiversity 

finance mechanisms and the generation, transfer, and adaptation of biodiversity related technologies and 

innovations through the promotion of win-win solutions to development needs; 

8. Invites Parties, other Governments, relevant international organizations such as bilateral 

development cooperation agencies, multilateral development banks, United Nations agencies and 

non-governmental organizations involved in development cooperation, civil society, the business sector 

and other relevant stakeholders to contribute to an efficient and coordinated effort;  

9. In accordance with Articles 12 and 18 of the Convention, invites Parties to intensify their 

cooperation to strengthen national and regional capabilities to mainstream biodiversity, by means of 

human-resources development and institution-building, taking into account the special needs of 

developing countries, in particular the least developed countries and small island developing States as 

well as countries with economies in transition; 

10. In accordance with Article 20 of the Convention, invites developed country Parties, other 

Governments and donors, and the financial mechanism to provide financial and technical support to 

developing countries, in particular the least developed countries and small island developing States, as 

well as countries with economies in transition, to further develop approaches on the integration of 

biodiversity into poverty eradication and development processes;  

11. Welcomes the initiative of developing countries to prepare and adopt a multi-year plan of 

action on South-South cooperation on biodiversity for development, the Bali Strategic Plan for 

Technology Support and Capacity-Building, as they are relevant processes for the implementation of the 

framework on capacity-building;  

12. Welcomes ongoing initiatives linking biodiversity, development and poverty eradication, 

such as the Equator Initiative, the ABS Capacity Development Initiative for Africa, the LifeWeb initiative 

and the Poverty-Environment Initiative;   

13. Notes the draft provisional framework for capacity-building on mainstreaming 

biodiversity and ecosystem services for sustainable development and poverty eradication annexed to this 

recommendation; 

14. Decides to establish an Expert Group on Biodiversity for Poverty Eradication and 

Development with the terms of reference outlined in the annex to this decision;
3
 

15. Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of resources, to: 

(a) Convene a meeting of an expert group on biodiversity for poverty eradication and 

development; 

(b) Prepare for this expert group in consultation with relevant partners, an analysis of the 

existing mechanisms, processes or initiatives for mainstreaming biodiversity and ecosystem services into 

poverty eradication and development, their strengths and weaknesses and to identify opportunities and 

                                                      
3
  The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention notes that the convening of an 

expert group has financial implications and is therefore subject to a decision by the Conference of the Parties. 
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threats in order to ensure a focused and concrete contribution to the expert deliberations on the draft 

provisional framework on capacity-building; 

(c) Continue and improve while taking into account the outcomes of the expert group: 

(i) With the relevant partners, identifying, documenting, promoting and where 

appropriate supporting the best practices and approaches for integrating 

biodiversity into poverty eradication and development processes; 

(ii) Continuing and strengthening the activities on mainstreaming biodiversity and 

ecosystem services in development cooperation plans and priorities including 

the linkage between the Convention‟s work programmes and the Millennium 

Development Goals in partnership with development cooperation agencies; 

(iii) Promoting, through the clearing-house mechanism and other appropriate 

means, and in support of the expert group on biodiversity for poverty 

eradication and development, the sharing of knowledge, experience, 

communication and awareness on mainstreaming biodiversity for poverty 

eradication and development;  

(iv) Assisting Parties and their regional bodies to establish partnerships and 

institutional arrangements catalysing triangular cooperation (South-South and 

North-South cooperation) for capacity-building around regional nodes;  

(v) Providing, developing and disseminating further as necessary and appropriate, 

sectoral and cross-sectoral tools and best practice guides on biodiversity and 

ecosystem services for key stakeholders, including packaging the relevant 

findings and lessons learned from the implementation of the programmes of 

work under the Convention as user-friendly and policy-relevant information for 

addressing the capacity-building needs of various target groups;   

(vi) Supporting Parties and regional organizations in fund-raising and further 

engagement of technical assistance for capacity-development efforts at the 

regional and national levels;  

(d) Provide an estimation of the financial implications for the implementation of the 

framework on capacity-building on mainstreaming biodiversity and ecosystem services for sustainable 

development and poverty eradication, including a structured funding arrangement of the regional 

capacity-development nodes; 

(e) Elaborate and present a prioritized and focused provisional framework for various target 

groups to be addressed with capacity-building activities. 

 

Annex I  

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR AN EXPERT GROUP ON BIODIVERSITY FOR POVERTY 

ERADICATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

1. The Expert Group shall further elucidate the linkages between the three objectives of the 

Convention and poverty eradication and development processes, drawing upon expertise in both 

communities (Biodiversity/Development) and to identify the most effective approach towards a 

framework on capacity-development for mainstreaming biodiversity and ecosystem services for 

sustainable development and poverty eradication, building on existing initiatives and in close cooperation 

with relevant organizations. 
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2. The Expert Group shall provide technical input to the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on 

Review of Implementation of the Convention at its fourth meeting in accordance with the following terms 

of reference: 

(a) Review the analysis to be prepared by the Secretariat;  

(b) Identify the root causes of poverty that are possibly linked to biodiversity loss and 

suggest ways and means by which such causes may be removed or remediated by fulfilling the three 

objectives of the Convention; 

(c) Identify means for up-scaling good practices and lessons learnt and sharing the linkages, 

between poverty eradication programmes and the three objectives of the Convention for sustainable 

development at the local, national, regional, subregional and global level; 

(d) Provide guidance and priorities for all relevant actors involved in development processes 

(Governments, sector ministries, implementation agencies and other target groups such as policy-makers, 

practitioners, scientist, media, education); 

(e) Prepare, further draft objectives, goals, elements and activities for the framework on 

capacity-building to address the remaining gaps, building on the analysis to be carried out by the 

Secretariat; 

(f) Identify the potential role of the Convention for the implementation of the framework on 

capacity-building on mainstreaming biodiversity and ecosystem services for sustainable development and 

poverty eradication;  

(g) Ensure that the full range of biodiversity and ecosystem services considerations are taken 

into account to ensure that the identified approach are responsive to the three objectives of the Convention 

and its Strategic Plan as well as to all the Millennium Development Goals and the Millennium 

Declaration. 

3. The Expert Group shall be regionally balanced and composed of 25 experts nominated by Parties 

and 15 observers, inter alia, from both biodiversity and development communities, regional bodies or 

organizations, bilateral development cooperation agencies, multilateral development banks, United Nation 

agencies, non-governmental organizations, the business sector, civil society, indigenous and local 

communities, and other representatives of stakeholders. 

4. The Executive Secretary shall recommend the list of selected experts and observers for the 

approval of the Bureau. 

5. Parties shall take into consideration the need for technical expertise in the Expert Group when 

nominating their experts. 

6. The Expert Group shall be established taking into account the need to draw upon the experience 

of the relevant international organizations, partnership and initiatives.  

7. Parties, regional bodies or organizations, bilateral development cooperation agencies, multilateral 

development banks, United Nation agencies, non-governmental organizations, the business sector, civil 

society, research institutes, indigenous and local communities, and other stakeholders shall undertake 

further work, including through studies and submission of views, on the issue as an input for the work of 

the Expert Group. 

8. The Expert Group shall meet as required to complete its task, subject to the availability of 

financial resources, and also work through correspondence and teleconferences. 
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Annex II 

DRAFT PROVISIONAL FRAMEWORK ON CAPACITY-BUILDING FOR MAINSTREAMING 

BIODIVERSITY AND ECOSYSTEM SERVICES FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND 

POVERTY REDUCTION 

A. Overall purpose and scope of the provisional framework on capacity-building 

under the Convention on Biological Diversity 

1. The overall purpose, to which the framework on capacity-building under the Convention on 

Biological Diversity will contribute, is to integrate biodiversity and ecosystem services considerations 

into broader development and poverty reduction processes at regional, national and subnational levels, 

through capacity-building on environmental mainstreaming in developing countries. That will enable 

conditions for biodiversity conservation and the sustainable management of ecosystem services as a 

fundamental contribution to poverty reduction and development in developing countries. 

2. The implementation of the framework under the Convention on Biological Diversity, will also 

contribute to the achievement of the vision, mission and strategic goals of the Strategic Plan of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity and other Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEA) beyond 

2010 and the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development including the 

Millennium Development Goals. 

3. The framework focuses on addressing characteristics and problems that are specific to 

mainstreaming of the Convention‟s and other Multilateral Environmental Agreements‟ – objectives into 

broader development processes in developing countries. 

4. Capacity-building services will be provided basically for the following target groups from the 

national, sub-national and regional level: 

(a) Policy-makers from various government sectors and departments;  

(b) Practitioners from relevant public, private and business sector, local communities and 

indigenous organizations; 

(c) Scientists and researchers from different disciplines. 

5. The framework on capacity-building under the Convention is intended to assist Parties in 

promoting regional collaboration for capacity-building on mainstreaming biodiversity and ecosystem 

services with targeted goals, objectives, and actions, with specific actors, timeframes, inputs, and 

expected measurable outputs.  Parties and their regional organizations may select from, adapt, and/or add 

to, the goals and capacity-building contents suggested in the current framework according to their 

particular local, national and regional conditions. Implementation of this framework should take into 

account the ecosystem approach of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the main approach for 

building capacities will follow the methods of adaptive management and “learning by doing”. 

B. Programme elements, goals and capacity-building contents and activities 

6. The overall goal of the framework on capacity-building under the Convention is: policy makers, 

practitioners and researchers are able to mainstream the Convention on Biological Diversity and other 

multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) as a fundamental contribution for sustainable 

development and poverty reduction in their countries and regions.” 

7. Capacity-building is crucial to enhance the implementation of the Strategic Plan beyond 2010 

under the Convention. It requires to work on the science-policy interface, as well as on the policy-practice 

interface, to translate and package emerging scientific knowledge, traditional knowledge, and evidence on 

best practices and lessons learned into policy and practice-relevant information facilitating informed 

decision-making and implementation.  
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8. The achievement of the capacity-building overall goal will lead to the following specific 

outcomes:  

(a)  A more holistic and systemic recognition on the fundamental interrelations and 

interdependences between biodiversity, ecosystem services and human well-being, and on the full range 

of benefits and ecological limits that the environment offers for development and poverty reduction;  

(b)   A more effective environmental governance approach including the support to 

governance structures that help to enable and empower all groups and with special emphasis of 

indigenous and local communities to participate fully in decisions on resource and ecosystem-services 

usage and expanding effective governance practices – equivalently as described within and in accordance 

with the programme of work on protected areas - from protected areas to the whole land and seascape;  

(c)  A more integrative and adaptive environmental planning approach incorporating strategic 

measures for environmental sustainability into sectoral, spatial, and broader multi and cross-sectoral 

development and poverty reduction policies, programmes and strategies at the regional, national, and 

decentralized subnational level, in accordance with the mainstreaming guides and provisions of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity for national biodiversity strategies and action plans;   

(d) A more effective environmental finance management system based on national and 

external finance sources and investments in biodiversity and ecosystem services through public, 

market-based, and community-based mechanisms in accordance with the Strategy for Resource 

Mobilization and the programme of work on incentive measures of the Convention on Biological 

Diversity;  

(e)  A more effective transfer, adaptation and generation of environmental technologies and 

innovations aiming at solutions for sustainable management of biodiversity in practice in accordance with 

the programme of work on technology transfer, technological and scientific cooperation and its 

implementation strategy.  

Programme element 1: Capacity-building on (inter-)dependence between biodiversity, ecosystem 

services and human well-being: 

Goal 1.1: Policy-makers, practitioners and researchers undertake a full scoping exercise, exploring 

fundamental interrelations between biodiversity, ecosystem services and human well-being and 

recognizing its implications for their own tasks.  

That includes capacity-building contents 1.1.1 to 1.1.9 exploring answers to the following questions: 

1.1.1 What are the inter-linkages and dependence of socio-economic processes from ecosystem 

goods and services? How could these affect economic growth, poverty reduction, resilience 

and vulnerability to natural disasters? 

1.1.2 Does biodiversity conservation improve under conditions where ecosystems are managed to 

deliver a suite of ecosystem services sustainably over time? Under what management or 

policy conditions? 

1.1.3 Which ecosystem services are especially required for the mitigation of and adaptation to 

global environmental change (e.g., regulating services such as cooling, maintenance of 

hydroclimatic processes, flood protection)? What are the characteristics of the ecosystems 

that provide these kinds of ecosystem services, and what is the probable degree of ecosystem 

integrity required for the conservation of these services? 

1.1.4 How can ecosystems contribute to new forms of income? What are the primary ecosystem 

goods and services that a country needs to use and maintain, especially in terms of 

self-sufficiency and taking into account their ecological footprint? What are the costs and 

risks of not protecting them?  

1.1.5 What are the main ecosystem goods and services that are both important to society and to 

economic development? Are economic activities depleting ecosystems beyond their resilience 
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and hence beyond ecosystems renewal capacity? How can the usage of ecosystems goods and 

services be optimized in terms of sustainable “socio-economic development and in 

accordance with the principles of ecological economics? What kind of perspectives exist for 

sustainable development without any growth of resource and energy flow? 

1.1.6 What tools and mechanisms exist to valuate and manage ecosystems services for 

socio-economic development and human well-being? 

1.1.7 How can access to ecosystems goods and services be balanced to ensure sustainable 

livelihoods of poor and vulnerable communities and reducing their vulnerability against 

global (environmental) change impacts? 

1.1.8 What are the potential win-win situations and trade-offs that can be put in practice between 

poor and vulnerable communities and development sectors? What vital ecosystem services 

need to be protected and equitably shared to secure the livelihoods of poor and vulnerable 

communities?  

1.1.9 What tools and mechanisms exist to involve poor and vulnerable communities in 

decision-making processes and policy development? 

Goal 1.2: Policy makers, practitioners and researchers explore, share and communicate scientific 

and traditional knowledge and best practices on environmental governance and recognize its 

implications to improve the performance of their own tasks  

That includes capacity-building contents 1.2.1 to 1.2.5: 

1.2.1 To develop strategies, appropriate governance structures, multi-stakeholder platforms and 

legal frameworks in accordance with national priorities and legislation to involve all 

concerned stakeholders for protected areas and the broader land and seascape:  in fair and 

transparent negotiations of desired outcomes, paying attention to power imbalances and 

aiming to level the playing field by supporting less powerful groups to participate 

meaningfully; clarifying at the outset the limits of synergies and the possible trade-offs, as 

well as non-negotiable issues to maintain biodiversity and ecosystem services within and 

outside protected areas; 

1.2.2 To negotiate acceptable win-win outcomes and/or trade-offs between biodiversity 

conservation, maintenance of ecosystem services, development and poverty reduction; 

1.2.3 To communicate possible synergies and trade-offs in a transparent way to all stakeholders 

involved to lead to informed decisions;  

1.2.4 To identify compensation mechanisms where trade-offs are necessary being aware that 

opportunity costs could vary and increase over time, especially in protected areas, as well as, 

in community and indigenous conserved areas (ICCAs); 

1.2.5 To identify instruments and develop strategies to maintain social equity and peace including, 

if appropriate, conflict management and crisis prevention.  

Goal 1.3: Policy-makers, practitioners and researcher explore, share and communicate scientific 

and traditional knowledge and best practices on environmental planning and management and 

recognize the implications for better performance of their own tasks 

That includes capacity-building contents 1.3.1 to 1.3.4: 

1.3.1  To elaborate, implement, and monitor environmental strategies and action plans (e.g., 

national biodiversity strategies and action plans, equivalent instruments and others related to 

multilateral instruments) relevant to development and poverty reduction, in partnership with 

the so called “development community” and to adopt national biodiversity strategies and 

action plans with a focus on capacity-building on mainstreaming among the different levels 

of the target audiences and stakeholder; 
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1.3.2  To integrate those environmental plans and strategies, including the national biodiversity 

strategies and action plans, into sectoral, spatial, decentralized and cross-sectoral or broader 

over-arching planning processes such as Poverty Reduction Strategies (PRSPs), national, 

subnational, and regional sustainable development plans and strategies; 

1.3.3  To implement and monitor those environmental components integrated in broader 

development plans, programmes and policies, including their financial provisions and 

respective budgeting processes;  

1.3.4 To replicate and scale up best practices and lessons learned through appropriate policies, 

plans and programmes, keeping vertical and horizontal coherence through inter-sectoral 

coordination and appropriate bottom-up and top-down approaches between regional, 

national, subnational policies and local implementation.   

Goal 1.4: Policy-makers, practitioners and researchers explore, share and communicate scientific 

and traditional knowledge and best practices on environmental finance management and recognize 

its implications to improve the performance of their own tasks.  

The development of capacities of target groups (with emphasis on representatives from finance and 

economic ministries and departments) to identify and factor the wide range of financial and 

economic opportunities linked to biodiversity and ecosystem services building adequate 

environmental finance architectures in developing countries will include capacity-building 

contents 1.4.1 to 1.4.9:  

1.4.1  To explore and identify multiple sources of revenue generated by the environmental sector at 

the national level (taxes, charges, payments or compensation schemes, benefits for ecosystem 

services, tourism etc.); 

1.4.2  To explore potential revenue opportunities from international sources (international Overseas 

Development Assistance, international taxes, external private sector investments to reduce 

environmental foot print, international payments for ecosystem services, such as REDD+ and 

other carbon trade arrangements) through existing mechanisms, including general budget 

support (GBS), basket funding for sector wide or programme-based approaches, and the 

CBD LifeWeb initiative clearing-house as a means to strengthen financing from a diversity 

of sources, consistent with the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness;  

1.4.3  To elaborate a viable finance strategy for biodiversity and ecosystem services based on 

national and international finance mobilization;   

1.4.4  To explore options and advantages of investments in ecosystem function or services 

(environmental infrastructure), that reduce costs (e.g., catchment restoration to restore water 

quality instead of industrial water treatment facilities); 

1.4.5  To explore other still not yet recognized benefits and hidden values of biodiversity and 

associated ecosystem services (indirect socio-economic benefits linked to healthy 

ecosystems, supporting and regulating ecosystem services); 

1.4.6  To explore opportunities to remove perverse incentives and reallocation of budget-lines in the 

context of financial policies aiming at sustainable management of biodiversity and ecosystem 

services;  

1.4.7  To identify adequate ways and means for environmental fiscal reforms and payment for 

ecosystem services schemes at the national, subnational, and local level in accordance with 

national priorities, policies and legeslation; 

1.4.8  To reflect and monitor investments in biodiversity, ecosystem resilience, ecosystem 

restoration, and ecosystem services strategically within long- and mid-term expenditure 

frameworks (MTEF) and public environmental expenditure management and reviews (PEEM 
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and PEER), with the use of existing clearing house mechanisms including the CBD LifeWeb 

Initiative; and 

1.4.9  To identify opportunities for additional external co-finance arrangements with diversified 

external sources (Overseas Development Assistance, the Global Environment Facility, 

general budget support, basket funding, etc).  

Goal 1.5: Policy-makers, practitioners and researchers explore, share and communicate scientific 

and traditional knowledge and good practices on environmental technologies and 

innovations, and recognize its implications to improve the performance of their own tasks.  

Policy solutions can fail due to technological constraints on the ground. Locally adapted innovations 

are often a particular result of combining traditional and local knowledge with modern science. That 

includes capacity-building contents 1.5.1 to 1.5.3: 

1.5.1.  To explore environmental technology in a broader economic context, recognizing its role for 

the performance of economic sectors in achieving better socio-economic outcomes like job 

creation, income generation, better safety nets, health care systems, education, etc.;   

1.5.2. To explore how to produce with more resource efficiency, more sustainably within ecological 

limits and planetary boundaries; 

1.5.3. To analyse specific supply chains, business and micro-entrepreneurs services, certification 

schemes, local arrangements for payment for ecosystem services, bio-trade arrangements and 

other negotiation patterns among stakeholders involved (from providers to end-consumers), 

as a contribution to fair trade, equitable benefit-sharing and poverty reduction in accordance 

with the agreements made within the World Trade Organization and avoiding trade-related 

disadvantages for developing countries.    

Programme element 2: Organization of capacity-building services, networking and knowledge 

management though South-South and North-South cooperation around regional nodes   

Goal 2.1.Partnerships between providers of capacity-building services, research institutes, and 

centres of excellence are organized around regional nodes and provide support according to their 

expertise.   

The capacity-building programme will organize its intervention mainly at the regional level with 

interested regional organizations serving their member States and grouping developing countries that 

experience significant challenges in managing their ecosystems at trans-boundary level and in the 

context of poverty reduction. The programme will expand its geographic and thematic coverage 

based on collaborative partnerships and available resources. That includes activities 2.1.1 to 2.1.6:  

2.1.1  Regional organizations
4
 facilitate relations between providers and users of capacity-building 

services from the national, regional and global level;  

2.1.2  Regional organizations facilitate the establishment of a regional multi-stakeholder platform 

for research, knowledge management and capacity-building on biodiversity and ecosystem 

services; 

2.1.3  Regional organizations facilitate formal and informal South-South and North-South 

cooperation on research, exchange of experiences, and capacity-building;   

                                                      
4
 Regional organizations could include among others, the Southern African Development Community (SADC), the Economic 

Community of West African States (ECOWAS), the Central African Forest Commission (COMIFAC), the Economic 

Community of Central African States (CEMAC), the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), the Arab League, 

the Arab Maghreb Union, the General Secretariat of the Andean Community (SGCAN), the Amazon Cooperation Treaty 

Organization (ACTO), the Southern Common Market (MERCOSUR), the Central American Parliament, the Caribbean 

Community (CARICOM), the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN), the South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC), the small island developing States (SIDS), the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), etc. 
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2.1.4  Regional organizations facilitate the elaboration of proposals for fund-raising;  

2.1.5  Parties and their regional organizations maintain the capacity-building process closely 

coordinated and synchronized with the implementation process of the multi-year-plan of 

south-south cooperation on biodiversity for development;  

2.1.6  Parties and their regional organizations promote synergies between the various multilateral 

environmental agreements and avoid unnecessary duplications among the different capacity-

building and research initiatives. 

Goal 2.2: Regional clearing-house mechanism on biodiversity and ecosystem services for 

development and poverty reduction are developed  

Activities are in accordance with the existing provisions of the Conference of the Parties for the 

clearing-house mechanism and include activities 2.2.1 to 2.2.7: 

2.2.1  Parties, their regional organizations and regional centres of excellence establish or further 

develop regional and national clearing-house mechanisms with user-friendly and 

comprehensive web portals and addressing capacity-building needs of regional and national 

target groups in accordance with national criteria of access to information:;  

2.2.2  Scientists, researchers and practitioners within the regions explore to what extent biodiversity 

is a determinant for the maintenance of ecosystem services and ecosystem resilience, in 

particular identifying the conditions under which biodiversity conservation may result from 

mechanisms of payments or compensation for ecosystem services;   

2.2.3   Scientists, researchers and practitioners within the regions develop more trans-disciplinary, 

systemic and holistic approaches on knowledge generation and paradigms for informed 

decision making aiming at sustainability within development and poverty reduction policies, 

programmes and strategies;   

2.2.4 Regional organization compile information from the region on implementation of the 

Strategic Plan of the Convention on Biological Diversity and other multilateral agreements, 

and analyse progress made towards capacity-building and effective mainstreaming of 

biodiversity and ecosystem services into broader development and poverty reduction 

processes at the national and regional level; 

2.2.5  Parties and their regional organizations regularly gather and share information on the 

characteristics and problems that are specific to mainstreaming biodiversity and ecosystem 

services at the regional, national and sub-national level; 

2.2.6 Parties collect, review, evaluate and share, in collaboration with other relevant conventions 

and organizations and through the clearing-house mechanism and other means, existing 

information about the role of biodiversity and ecosystem services for development and 

poverty reduction; 

2.2.7 Parties and their regional organization use the clearing-house mechanism for multiple 

purposes in the context of South-South and North-South cooperation, such as financing, 

(e.g. CBD LifeWeb Initiative for financing protected areas), research, technology transfer 

and adaptation, online training, reporting and monitoring and case-study database, among 

others.    



UNEP/CBD/COP/10/4 

Page 38 

 

/… 

Goal 2.3: Appropriate means and measures are taken to improve national and regional 

communication, education and public awareness (CEPA) strategies on biodiversity and ecosystem 

services for human well-being 

Activities are in accordance with the programme of work for communication, education and public 

awareness (CEPA), and in particular, in harmony with the short-list of priority activities, as outlined 

in decision VIII/6 and reaffirmed in decision IX/32: 

2.3.1 Parties and their regional organizations establish an implementation structure or process 

around regional nodes for integrating communication, education and public awareness 

(CEPA) into capacity-building and policy-making, and use the structure to assess the state of 

knowledge and awareness on biodiversity and communication capacity; 

2.3.2 Parties and their regional organizations develop a media relations strategy, including the 

creation of key messages regarding the role of biodiversity and ecosystem services in 

supporting human well-being, the ecosystem approach and its application, and the successes 

in mainstreaming and implementing the objectives of the Convention on Biological 

Diversity; 

2.3.3 Parties and their regional organizations develop tools and processes for capacity-development 

for CEPA including toolkits and workshops.  The workshops should not only be stand-alone 

activities for CEPA, but also modules that can be integrated into capacity-building for 

mainstreaming other activities and instruments, such as national biodiversity strategies and 

action plans, national reports and other activities related to implementation of the 

Convention; 

2.3.4 Parties and their regional organizations work with a variety of actors to mainstream 

biodiversity into education and learning processes, including formal, non-formal and 

informal contexts and the relevant actors for each of these.  Wherever possible, the products 

and curricula should be linked to the activities of the Decade for Education for Sustainable 

Development. 
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3/4. Science-policy interface on biodiversity, ecosystem services and human well-being 

and consideration of the outcome of the intergovernmental meetings 

The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention, 

Recalling the global strategy for follow-up to the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment and the 

outcomes
5
 of the consultative process towards an international mechanism of scientific expertise on 

biodiversity (IMoSEB),
6
 

1. Takes note of the outcomes of the two ad hoc intergovernmental and multi-stakeholder 

meetings on an intergovernmental science-policy platform on biodiversity and ecosystem services;
7
 

2. Welcomes the decision SS.XI/3 on the intergovernmental science-policy platform on 

biodiversity and ecosystems services adopted at the eleventh special session of the Governing 

Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum,
8
 held in Bali, Indonesia from 24 to 26 February 2010, as 

well as the section on biodiversity and ecosystem services of the Nusa Dua Declaration,
9 

 noting the 

ministerial commitment to negotiating and reaching agreement on whether or not to establish an 

intergovernmental science-policy platform on biodiversity and ecosystem services; 

3. Invites Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to collaborate with the 

United Nations Environment Programme and other relevant partners to ensure the full involvement of key 

stakeholders including environmental and social science and organization, of indigenous and local 

communities and civil society in the preparation of the third and final ad hoc intergovernmental and 

multi-stakeholder meeting on an intergovernmental science-policy platform on biodiversity and 

ecosystem services. 

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to participate in the third and final ad hoc 

intergovernmental and multi-stakeholder meeting on an intergovernmental science-policy platform on 

biodiversity and ecosystem services so that the role of the Convention on Biological Diversity receives 

the necessary recognition in this process and informs the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to 

the Convention on Biological Diversity of the outcomes 

5. Recommends that the Conference of the Parties, at its tenth meeting, consider the 

outcome of the third and final ad hoc intergovernmental and multi-stakeholder meeting on an 

intergovernmental platform on biodiversity and ecosystem services and implications for the 

implementation and organization of work of the Convention, in particular, the work of the Subsidiary 

Body on Scientific Technical and Technological Advice. 

 

                                                      
5
  UNEP/CBD/COP/9/INF/26. 

6
  UNEP/CBD/COP/9/INF/34. 

7
 UNEP/IPBES/1/6 and UNEP/IPBES/2/4/Rev.1.  (The latter report was also as information document for the third meeting of 

the Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/INF/6)). 
8
  See UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/4, annex I. 

9
 See UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/4, annex II. 
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[3/5. Updating and revision of the Strategic Plan for the post-2010 period 

The Ad Hoc Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention, 

Taking into account the recommendations of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 

Technological Advice at its fourteenth meeting following its examination of the outcome-oriented goals 

and targets and associated indicators, and its consideration of their possible adjustments for the period 

beyond 2010, 

 Recommends that the Conference of the Parties at its tenth meeting adopt a decision along the 

following lines: 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Recalling its decision IX/9, in which it requested the Working Group on Review of 

Implementation, at its third meeting, to prepare, for consideration and adoption by the Conference of the 

Parties at its tenth meeting, a revised and updated Strategic Plan including a revised biodiversity target, 

Welcoming the submissions by Parties and observers providing views on the updating and 

revision of the Strategic Plan and the various consultations that have been convened by Parties, the 

Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, the United Nations Environment Programme, the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Countdown 2010, and other partners, including 

regional consultations, the Informal Expert Workshop on the Updating of the Strategic Plan of the 

Convention for the Post-2010 Period held in London from 18 to 20 January 2010 and the sixth United 

Nations/Norway Trondheim Conference on Biodiversity, held in Trondheim, Norway, from 1 to 5 

February 2010, 

Expressing its gratitude to the Governments of Belgium, Brazil, Egypt, Ethiopia, Germany, 

Greece, Ireland, Japan, Kenya, Norway, Panama, Peru, Sweden, and the United Kingdom for hosting 

these consultations, as well as for their financial contributions, 

Welcoming also the participation of various bodies of the United Nations system, convened 

through the Environmental Management Group, and of the scientific community, convened through 

DIVERSITAS, the Inter Academy Panel of the National Academies of Science and other channels, 

Noting with concern the conclusions of the third edition of the Global Biodiversity Outlook, 

which confirm that the 2010 biodiversity target has not been met in full, assesses the obstacles that have 

prevented the target from being met, analyses future scenarios for biodiversity and reviews possible 

actions that might be taken to reduce future loss, 

Welcoming also the reports of the study on the Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity, 

1. Adopts the Strategic Plan of the Convention 2011-2020, as contained in annex I to the 

present decision; 

2. Takes note of the technical rationale, possible indicators and suggested milestones for 

each target of the Strategic Plan contained in annex II to this decision;
10

 

3. Urges Parties and other Governments, with the support of intergovernmental and other 

organizations, as appropriate, to implement the Strategic Plan and in particular to: 

(a) Enable participation at all levels to foster the full and effective contributions of women, 

indigenous and local communities, civil-society organizations, the private sector and stakeholders from all 

other sectors in the full implementation of the objectives of the Convention and the Strategic Plan for the 

period 2011-2020; 

                                                      
10

  To be developed on the basis of annex II to the note by the Executive Secretary on the updating and revision of the Strategic 

Plan (UNEP/CBD/WGRI/3/3), annex II to the note by the Executive Secretary on the examination of the outcome-oriented goals 

and targets, and associated indicators, and consideration of their possible adjustments for the period beyond 2010 

(UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/14/10), and the SBSTTA recommendation XIV/9 on the subject. 
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(b) Develop national and regional targets, using the Strategic Plan as a flexible framework, in 

accordance with national priorities and capacities and taking into account both the global targets and the 

status and trends of biological diversity in the country, with a view to contributing to collective global 

efforts to reach the global targets, and report thereon to the Conference of the Parties at its eleventh 

meeting;  

(c) Review, and as necessary update and revise, their national biodiversity strategies and 

action plans, in line with the Strategic Plan and the guidance adopted in decision IX/9, including by 

integrating their national targets into their national biodiversity strategies and action plans, adopted as a 

policy instrument, and report thereon to the Conference of the Parties at its eleventh or twelfth meeting;  

(d) Use the revised and updated national biodiversity strategies and action plans as effective 

instruments for the integration of biodiversity targets into national development and poverty reduction 

policies and strategies, national accounts, economic sectors and spatial planning processes, by 

Government and the private sector at all levels; 

(e) Monitor and review the implementation of their national biodiversity strategies and 

action plans in accordance with the Strategic Plan and their national targets making use of the set of 

indicators developed for the Strategic Plan as a flexible framework and to report to the Conference of the 

Parties through their fifth and sixth national reports and any other means to be decided by the Conference 

of the Parties; 

4. Urges regional organizations to consider the development or updating of regional 

biodiversity strategies, as appropriate, including agreeing on regional targets, as a means of 

complementing and supporting national actions and of contributing to the implementation of the Strategic 

Plan; 

5. Emphasizes the need for capacity-building activities and the effective sharing of 

knowledge, consistent with decisions VIII/8, IX/8 and other relevant decisions of the Conference of the 

Parties, in order to support all countries, especially developing countries, in particular the least developed 

countries and small island developing States, as well as countries with economies in transition, in the 

implementation of the Strategic Plan; 

6. Emphasizing that increased knowledge on biodiversity and ecosystem services and its 

application is an important tool for communicating and mainstreaming biodiversity, invites Parties and 

other Governments to make use of the findings of the study on The Economics of Ecosystems and 

Biodiversity and other relevant studies, to make the case for investment for biodiversity and ecosystem 

services and to strengthen policy commitment to biodiversity at the highest level; 

7. Recalling decision IX/8, which called for gender mainstreaming in national biodiversity 

strategies and action plans, and decision IX/24, in which the Conference of the Parties approved the 

gender plan of action for the Convention, which among other things, requests Parties to mainstream a 

gender perspective into the implementation of the Convention and promote gender equality in achieving 

its three objectives, and requests Parties to mainstream gender considerations, where appropriate, in the 

implementation of the Strategic Plan and its associated goals, targets and indicators.  

8. Recalling its “Four-year framework of programme priorities related to utilization of GEF 

resources for biodiversity for the period from 2010 to 2014” proposed in decision IX/31 and noting that 

objective 5 of the GEF-5 Biodiversity Focal Area Strategy is to “Integrate CBD obligations into national 

planning processes through enabling activities”, requests the Global Environment Facility to provide 

support to eligible Parties in a expeditious manner,  for revising their national biodiversity strategies and 

action plans in line with the Strategic Plan; 

9. Recalling its strategy for resource mobilization in support of the achievement of the three 

objectives of the Convention (decision IX/11 B, annex), invites Parties and relevant organizations, 

including members of the United Nations Development Group, the World Bank, regional development 

banks and other relevant international and regional bodies, together with non-governmental organizations 
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and business sector entities to make available the necessary resources for the implementation of the 

Strategic Plan, especially by developing countries, in particular the least developed countries and small 

island developing States, and countries with economies in transition; 

10. Decides that the fourth edition of the Global Biodiversity Outlook shall be prepared to 

provide a mid-term review of progress towards the 2020 targets, including an analysis of how the 

implementation of the Convention and its Strategic Plan has contributed to the 2015 targets of the 

Millennium Development Goals;  

11. Recalling that the role of the Conference of the Parties is to keep the implementation of 

the Convention under review, decides that future meetings of the Conference of the Parties shall review 

progress in the implementation of the Strategic Plan, share experiences relevant for implementation and 

provide guidance on means to address obstacles encountered; 

12. Decides to consider at its eleventh meeting the need for and possible development of 

additional mechanisms or enhancements to existing mechanisms such as the Subsidiary Body on 

Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice and the AD Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review 

of Implementation of the Convention to enable Parties to meet their commitments under the Convention 

and the implementation of the Strategic Plan; 

13. Invites 

(a)  The United Nations Environment Programme, in particular its regional offices, and the 

United Nations Development Programme and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations, working at the country level, to facilitate activities to support the implementation of the 

Convention and the Strategic Plan, in cooperation with other relevant implementation agencies; 

(b)  The United Nations Environment Programme, the International Union for Conservation 

of Nature, as well as other relevant organizations to further develop, maintain and actively make use of 

the TEMATEA issue-based modules to enhance coherent implementation of biodiversity-related 

conventions and agreements; 

(c)  The Environment Management Group, in building on its report to the tenth meeting of 

the Conference of the Parties to identify measures for effective and efficient implementation the Strategic 

Plan across the United Nations system and provide a report on its work to the Conference of the Parties at 

its eleventh meeting through WGRI and SBSTTA. 

14. Requests the Executive Secretary: 

(a) To promote and facilitate in partnership with relevant international organizations 

activities to strengthen capacity for the implementation of the Strategic Plan, including through regional 

and/or subregional workshops on updating and revising national biodiversity strategies and action plans, 

the mainstreaming of biodiversity and the enhancement of the clearing-house mechanism and the 

mobilization of resources; 

(b) To prepare an analysis/synthesis of national regional and other actions, including targets 

as appropriate, established in accordance with the Strategic Plan to enable the Working Group on Review 

of Implementation of the Convention at its fourth meeting, and the Conference of Parties at its eleventh 

and subsequent session of the meetings to assess the contribution of such national and regional targets 

towards the global targets;  

(c) To develop options for the further enhancement of implementation of the Convention, 

including through the further development of capacity-building programmes, partnerships and the 

strengthening of synergies among Conventions and other international processes, for consideration by the 

Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention at its fourth meeting; 

(d) To prepare a plan, to be considered by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 

Technological Advice prior to the eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties, for the preparation 
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of the fourth edition of the Global Biodiversity Outlook on the basis of the fifth national reports, use of 

headline global biodiversity indicators and other relevant information. 

(e) Building on the results of The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) study 

and other processes, to cooperate with relevant organizations such as the United Nations Environment 

Programme , the World Bank, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, with the 

aim of: (i) further developing the economic aspects related to ecosystem services and biodiversity; (ii) 

developing implementation tools for the integration of the economic case for biodiversity and ecosystem 

services; and (iii) facilitating implementation and capacity-building for such tools;  

(f) Through capacity-building workshops, to support countries in making use of the findings 

of the TEEB study and in integrating the values of biodiversity into relevant national and local policies, 

programmes and planning processes.  

 Annex 

STRATEGIC PLAN FOR THE PERIOD 2011-2020 

“Living in harmony with nature” 

1. The purpose of the Strategic Plan for the period 2011-2020 is to promote effective 

implementation of the Convention through a strategic approach comprising a shared vision, a mission, 

strategic goals and targets that will inspire broad-based action by all Parties and stakeholders. It will also 

provide a framework for the establishment of national and regional targets and for enhancing coherence in 

the implementation of the provisions of the Convention and the decisions of the Conference of the Parties, 

including the programmes of work and the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation as well as international 

regime on access and benefit-sharing.
11

 It will also serve as the basis for the development of 

communication tools capable of attracting the attention of and engaging stakeholders, thereby facilitating 

the mainstreaming of biodiversity into broader national and global agendas. A separate Strategic Plan is 

being developed for the Biosafety Protocol that will complement the present one for the Convention.  

2. The text of the Convention, and in particular its three objectives, provide the fundamental basis 

for the Strategic Plan.   

I.  THE RATIONALE FOR THE PLAN
12

 

3. Biological diversity underpins ecosystem functioning and the provision of ecosystem services 

essential for human well-being. It provides for food security, human health, the provision of clean air and 

water; it contributes to local livelihoods, and economic development, and is essential for the achievement 

of the Millennium Development Goals, including poverty reduction.  

4. The Convention on Biological Diversity has three objectives: the conservation of biological 

diversity; the sustainable use of its components; and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out 

of the utilization of genetic resources. In the Convention‟s first Strategic Plan, adopted in 2002, the 

Parties committed themselves “to a more effective and coherent implementation of the three objectives of 

the Convention, to achieve by 2010 a significant reduction of the current rate of biodiversity loss at the 

global, regional and national level as a contribution to poverty alleviation and to the benefit of all life on 

Earth.” The third edition of the Global Biodiversity Outlook (GBO-3), drawing upon national reports, 

indicators and research studies, assesses progress towards the 2010 target, and provides scenarios for the 

future of biodiversity.  

                                                      
11

  This sentence will be reviewed in the light of the decision on the international regime at the tenth meeting of the Conference 

of the Parties. 
12

  This section of the Strategic Plan sets out the context for the new Strategic Plan, including issues related to the status, trends 

and scenarios for biodiversity and the consequences for human well-being, experience with implementing the Convention, and 

present challenges and opportunities. 
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5. The 2010 biodiversity target has inspired action at many levels. However, such actions have not 

been on a scale sufficient to address the pressures on biodiversity. Moreover there has been insufficient 

integration of biodiversity issues into broader policies, strategies, programmes and actions, and therefore 

the underlying drivers of biodiversity loss have not been significantly reduced. While there is now some 

understanding of the linkages between biodiversity, ecosystem services and human well-being, the value 

of biodiversity is still not reflected in broader policies and incentive structures.  

6. Most Parties identify a lack of financial, human and technical resources as limiting their 

implementation of the Convention. Technology transfer under the Convention has been very limited. 

Insufficient scientific information for policy and decision making is a further obstacle for the 

implementation of the Convention. However, scientific uncertainty should not be used as an excuse for 

inaction.  

7. The 2010 biodiversity target has not been achieved, at least not at the global level. The diversity 

of genes, species and ecosystems continues to decline, as the pressures on biodiversity remain constant or 

increase in intensity mainly as a result of human actions.   

8. Scientific consensus projects a continuing loss of habitats and high rates of extinctions throughout 

this century if current trends persist, with the risk of drastic consequences to human societies as several 

thresholds or “tipping points” are crossed. Unless urgent action is taken to reverse current trends, a wide 

range of services derived from ecosystems, underpinned by biodiversity, could rapidly be lost. While the 

harshest impacts will fall on the poor, thereby undermining efforts to achieve the Millennium 

Development Goals, no-one will be immune from the impacts of the loss of biodiversity.  

9. On the other hand, scenario analysis reveals a wide range of options for addressing the crisis. 

Determined action to value and protect biodiversity diversity will benefit people in many ways, including 

through better health, greater food security and less poverty. It will also help to slow climate change by 

enabling ecosystems to store and absorb more carbon; and it will help people adapt to climate change by 

adding resilience to ecosystems and making them less vulnerable. Better protection of biodiversity is 

therefore a prudent and cost-effective investment in risk reduction for the global community.  

10. Achieving this positive outcome requires actions at multiple entry points, which are reflected in 

the goals of this Strategic Plan.  These include:  

(a)  Initiating action to address the underlying causes of biodiversity loss, including 

production and consumption patterns, by ensuring that biodiversity concerns are mainstreamed 

throughout government and society, through communication, education and awareness, appropriate 

incentive measures, and institutional change; 

(b)  Taking action now to decrease the direct pressures on biodiversity. Engagement of the 

agricultural, forest, fisheries, tourism, energy and other sectors will be essential to success. Where 

trade-offs between biodiversity protection and other social objectives exist, they can often be minimized 

by using approaches such as spatial planning and efficiency measures. Where multiple pressures are 

threatening vital ecosystems and their services, urgent action is needed to decrease those pressures most 

amenable to short-term relief, such as over-exploitation or pollution, so as to prevent more intractable 

pressures, in particular climate change, from pushing the system “over the edge” to a degraded state; 

(c)  Continuing direct action to safeguard and, where necessary, restore biodiversity and 

ecosystem services. Whilst longer term actions to reduce the underlying causes of biodiversity are taking 

effect, immediate action can help conserve biodiversity including in critical ecosystems, by means of 

protected areas, habitat restoration, species-recovery programmes and other targeted conservation 

interventions;  

(d) Efforts to ensure continued provision of ecosystem services and to ensure access to these 

services, especially for the poor who most directly depend on them. Maintenance and restoration of 

ecosystems generally provide cost-effective ways to address climate change. Therefore, although climate 
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change is an additional major threat to biodiversity, addressing this threat opens up a number of 

opportunities for biodiversity conservation and sustainable use; 

(e)  Enhanced support mechanisms for: capacity-building; the generation, use and sharing of 

knowledge; and access to the necessary financial and other resources. National planning processes need to 

become more effective in mainstreaming biodiversity and in highlighting its relevance for social and 

economic agendas. Convention bodies need to become more effective in reviewing implementation and 

providing support and guidance to Parties. 

II.  VISION 

11. The vision of this Strategic Plan is a world of “Living in harmony with nature” where “By 2050, 

biodiversity [our natural capital] is valued conserved, restored and wisely used, sustaining a healthy 

planet and delivering benefits essential for all people”. 

III.  THE MISSION OF THE STRATEGIC PLAN 

Option 1 

[Take effective and urgent action towards halting the loss of biodiversity] in order  to contribute to human 

well-being, poverty eradication and secure the planet‟s variety of life, and by 2020 to have reduced the 

pressures on biodiversity, avoided tipping points, used biological resources sustainably, restored 

ecosystems and the services they provide, shared the benefits of biodiversity equitably, and mainstreamed 

biodiversity issues, and to have ensured that all Parties have the means to do so. 

Option 2 

 [Take effective and urgent action to halt the loss of biodiversity by 2020 [provided sufficient funding is 

made available, at least in the order of 100-fold increase, in accordance with the principle of „common but 

differentiated responsibility‟ and Article 20 of the Convention][provided an increase in funding is made 

available in accordance with the Rio Principles and Article 20 of the Convention]] in order  to contribute 

to human well-being, poverty eradication and secure the planet‟s variety of life, and by 2020 to have 

reduced the pressures on biodiversity, avoided tipping points, used biological resources sustainably, 

restored ecosystems and the services they provide, shared the benefits of biodiversity equitably, and 

mainstreamed biodiversity issues[, and to have ensured that all Parties have the means to do so]. 

IV.  STRATEGIC GOALS AND THE 2020 HEADLINE TARGETS
13

 

12. The Strategic Plan includes 20 headline targets for 2020, organized under five strategic goals. The 

goals and targets comprise both: (i) aspirations for achievement at the global level; and (ii) a flexible 

framework for the establishment of national or regional targets. Parties are invited to set their own targets 

within this flexible framework, taking into account national needs and priorities, while also bearing in 

mind national contributions to the achievement of the global targets. Not all countries necessarily need to 

develop a national target for each and every global target. For some countries, the global threshold set 

through certain targets may already have been achieved. Others targets may not be relevant in the country 

context.  

Strategic goal A. Address the underlying causes of biodiversity loss by mainstreaming biodiversity 

across government and society 

Target 1: By 2020, at the latest, all people are aware of the values of biodiversity and the steps they can 

take to conserve and use it sustainably. 

Target 2: By 2020, at the latest, the values of biodiversity are integrated into [national accounts], national 

and local development and poverty reduction strategies and planning processes. 

                                                      
13

 A technical rationale for each target, as well as information on possible means for implementation, milestones, indicators and 

baselines, are provided in the note by the Executive Secretary on examination of the outcome-oriented goals and targets (and 

associated indicators) and consideration of their possible adjustment for the period beyond 2010 (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/14/10). 
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Target 3: By 2020, at the latest, incentives[, including subsidies,] harmful to biodiversity are eliminated,  

phased out or reformed in order to minimize or avoid negative impacts [and positive incentives for the 

conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity are developed and applied, [consistent with relevant 

international obligations]] , taking into account national socio-economic conditions.  

Target 4: By 2020, at the latest, Governments, business and stakeholders at all levels have taken steps to 

achieve or have implemented plans for sustainable production and consumption and have kept the impacts 

of use of natural resources well within safe ecological limits. 

Strategic goal B. Reduce the direct pressures on biodiversity and promote sustainable use.  

Target 5: By 2020, the rate of loss and degradation, and fragmentation, of natural habitats, [including 

forests], is [at least halved][brought close to zero]. 

Target 6: [By 2020, overfishing is ended, destructive fishing practices are eliminated, and all fisheries are 

managed sustainably.] or 

[By 2020, all exploited fish stocks and other living marine and aquatic resources are harvested sustainably 

[and restored], and the impact of fisheries on threatened species and vulnerable ecosystems are within 

safe ecological limits] 

Target 7: By 2020 areas under agriculture, aquaculture and forestry are managed sustainably, ensuring 

conservation of biodiversity. 

Target 8: By 2020, pollution, including from excess nutrients, has been brought to levels that are not 

detrimental to ecosystem function and biodiversity. 

Target 9: By 2020, invasive alien species are identified, prioritized and controlled or eradicated and 

measures are in place to control pathways for the introduction and establishment of invasive alien species.  

Target 10:  By [2020][2015], to have minimized the multiple pressures on coral reefs, and other 

vulnerable ecosystems impacted by climate change or ocean acidification, so as to maintain their integrity 

and functioning. 

Strategic goal C: To improve the status of biodiversity by safeguarding ecosystems, species and genetic 

diversity 

Target 11: By 2020, at least [15%][20%] of terrestrial, inland- water and [X%] of coastal and marine 

areas, especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services, are conserved 

through comprehensive, ecologically representative and well-connected systems of effectively managed 

protected areas and other means, and integrated into the wider land- and seascape. 

Target 12:  By 2020, the extinction and decline of known threatened species has been prevented and 

improvement in the conservation status [for at least 10% of them] has been achieved. 

Target 13: By 2020, the loss of genetic diversity of cultivated plants and domestic farm animals in 

agricultural ecosystems and of wild relatives is halted and strategies have been developed and 

implemented for safeguarding the genetic diversity of other priority socio-economically valuable species 

as well as selected wild species of plants and animals. 

Strategic goal D: Enhance the benefits to all from biodiversity and ecosystem services. 

Target 14: By 2020, ecosystems that provide essential services and contribute to health, livelihoods and 

well-being, are safeguarded and/or restored and equitable access to ecosystem services is ensured for all, 

taking into account the needs of women, indigenous and local communities and the poor and vulnerable. 

Target 15: By 2020, ecosystem resilience and the contribution of biodiversity to carbon stocks has been 

enhanced, through conservation and restoration, including restoration of at least 15% of degraded 

ecosystems, thereby contributing to climate change mitigation and adaptation and to combating 

desertification.  
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Target 16: By 2020, access to genetic resources is [promoted] [facilitated] [enhanced], and benefits are 

shared consistent with national legislation [and the international [regime][protocol] on access and benefit 

sharing, and the regime is in force and operational [and an access and benefit sharing fund providing 

timely, adequate and predictable funds to developing countries, in particular the least developed countries 

and small island developing States, as well as countries with economies in transition, as a precondition for 

the fulfilment of their commitments under the protocol]].
14

 

Strategic goal E. Enhance implementation through participatory planning, knowledge management 

and capacity building  

Target 17: By 2020, each Party has developed, adopted as a policy instrument, and implemented, an 

effective, participatory and updated national biodiversity strategy and action plan.  

Target 18: By [2020], [[have [sui generis legal] systems in place to protect] traditional knowledge, 

innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities that are relevant to biodiversity and their 

customary sustainable use of biodiversity are respected, preserved and maintained, and their contribution 

to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity is recognized and enhanced.]  [The traditional 

knowledge and customary sustainable use relevant to biodiversity of indigenous and local communities 

are fully recognized and mainstreamed in the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity, 

its programmes of work and cross-cutting issues, at all levels.] 

Target 19: By 2020, knowledge, the science base and technologies relating to biodiversity, its values, 

functioning, status and trends, and the consequences of its loss, are improved, widely shared and 

transferred,
15

 and applied. 

Target 20: By 2020, capacity (human resources and financing) for implementing the Convention has 

increased [tenfold].  

V.  IMPLEMENTATION, MONITORING, REVIEW AND EVALUATION 

13. Means for implementation. The Strategic Plan will be implemented primarily through activities 

at the national or sub-national level, with supporting action at the regional and global levels. The Strategic 

Plan provides a flexible framework for the establishment of national and regional targets. National 

Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans are key instruments for translating the Strategic Plan to national 

circumstances, including through the national targets, and for integrating biodiversity across all sectors of 

government and society. The participation of all relevant stakeholders should be promoted and facilitated 

at all levels of implementation.  Initiatives and activities of indigenous and local communities, 

contributing the implementation of the Strategic Plan at the local level should be supported and 

encouraged. The means for implementation may vary from country to country, according to national 

needs and circumstances. Nonetheless, countries should learn from each other when determining 

appropriate means for implementation. It is in this spirit that examples of the possible means for 

implementation are provided in annex II to decision X/--.
16

 It is envisaged that implementation will be 

further supported by the international regime on access and benefit sharing which will facilitate the fair 

and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the use of genetic resources.17 

14. The programmes of work. The thematic programmes of work of the Convention include: 

biodiversity of inland waters, marine and coastal biodiversity, agricultural biodiversity, forest 

biodiversity, biodiversity of dry and sub-humid lands, mountain biodiversity, and island biodiversity. 

                                                      
14

 Final formulation of this target is pending final agreement on the international regime at the tenth meeting of the Conference of 

the Parties, noting that there is consensus that the Strategic Plan will include a target on access and benefit-sharing. 
15

 A reference to Article 16 of the Convention will be added to the technical rationale.  

16
  This annex is derived from annex II of UNEP/CBD/WGRI/3/3. 

17
 This sentence will be reviewed in the light of the decision at the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties on the 

international regime on access and benefit-sharing. 
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Together with the various cross-cutting issues,18 they provide detailed guidance, on implementation of the 

Strategic Plan, and could also contribute to development and poverty reduction. They are key tools to be 

considered in the updating of national biodiversity strategies and action plans. 

15. Broadening political support for this Strategic Plan and the objectives of the Convention is 

necessary, for example, by working to ensure that Heads of State and Government and the 

parliamentarians of all Parties understand the value of biodiversity and ecosystem services. Parties to the 

Convention should pass national legislation or policies that establish a national biodiversity targets that 

supports the achievement of the Strategic Plan and its global targets and outlines the measures and 

activities that will achieve this, such as the development of comprehensive national accounts that 

integrate the values of biodiversity and ecosystem services into government decision-making. 

16. Partnerships at all levels are required for effective implementation of the Strategic Plan, to 

leverage actions at the scale necessary and also to garner the ownership necessary ensure mainstreaming 

of biodiversity across sectors of government, society and the economy. Partnerships with the 

programmes, funds and specialized agencies of the United Nations system, as well as other multilateral 

and bilateral agencies, foundations, women, indigenous and local communities, and non-governmental 

organizations, will be essential to support implementation of the Strategic Plan at the national level. At 

the international level, this requires partnerships between the Convention and other conventions, 

international organizations and processes, civil society and the private sector. In particular, efforts will be 

needed to: 

(a)  Ensure that the Convention, through its new Strategic Plan, contributes to sustainable 

development and the elimination of poverty, and the other Millennium Development Goals; 

(b)  Ensure cooperation to achieve implementation of the Plan in different sectors;  

(c)  Promote biodiversity-friendly practice by business; and 

(d)  Promote synergy and coherence in the implementation of the multilateral environmental 

agreements.19 

17. Reporting by Parties. Parties will inform the Conference of the Parties of the national targets or 

commitments they adopt to implement the Strategic Plan, as well as any milestones towards these targets, 

and report on progress towards these targets and milestones, including through their fifth and sixth 

national reports. Suggested milestones, as well as suggested indicators, are provided in annex II of 

decision X/--
20

 to this Strategic Plan.
21

 Parliamentarians by responding to the needs and expectations of 

citizens on a regular basis should play a role in reviewing the implementation of the Convention at the 

national and sub-national levels, as appropriate, to help governments produce a more comprehensive 

review. 

18. Review by the Conference of the Parties. The Conference of the Parties, with the support of 

other Convention bodies, in particular the Working Group on Review of Implementation, will keep under 

review implementation of this Strategic Plan, and support effective implementation by Parties ensuring 

that new guidance is informed by the experience of Parties in implementing the Convention, in line with 

the principle of adaptive management through active learning. The Conference of the Parties will review 

the progress towards, the global targets as set out in the Strategic Plan and make recommendations to 

overcome any obstacles encountered in meeting those targets, including revising the annex of 

decision X/--
22

 and measures contained therein, and, as appropriate, to strengthen the mechanisms to 

                                                      
18

 A full list of programmes and initiatives is available at: http://www.cbd.int/programmes/ 
19

 The TEMETEA modules for the coherence implementation of multilateral environmental agreements and related instruments 

may be a useful tool to support this. 
20

 This annex is derived from annex II of UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/3. 
21

 More detailed information is contained in UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/14/10. 
22 

This annex is derived from annex II of UNEP/CBD/WGRI/3/3 
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support implementation, monitoring and review. To facilitate this work, SBSTTA should develop a 

common set of biodiversity metrics to be used to assess the status of biodiversity and its values. 

VI.  SUPPORT MECHANISMS 

19. Capacity-building for effective national action: Many Parties, especially the developing 

countries, in particular the least developed countries and small island developing States among them, and 

countries with economies in transition may require support for the development of national targets and 

their integration into national biodiversity strategies and action plans, revised and updated in line with this 

Strategic Plan and guidance from the Conference of the Parties (decision IX/8). Global and regional 

capacity-building programmes could provide technical support and facilitate peer-to-peer exchange, 

complementing national activities supported by the financial mechanism in line with the four-year 

framework of programme priorities related to utilization of GEF resources for biodiversity for the period 

from 2010 to 2014 (decision IX/31). Capacity-building on gender mainstreaming, in accordance with the 

Convention‟s Gender Plan of Action and for indigenous and local communities concerning the 

implementation at the national and sub-national levels should be supported. 

20. The Strategic Plan will be implemented through the programmes of work of the Convention on 

Biological Diversity implementation of national biodiversity strategies and action plans, and other 

national, regional and international activities. 

21. Clearing-house mechanism and technology transfer: Collectively those involved in 

implementing the Convention have a wealth of experience and have developed many useful good practice 

cases, tools and guidance. There is additional useful information beyond this community. A biodiversity 

knowledge network will be developed including a database and network of practitioners, to bring together 

this knowledge and experience and to make it available through the clearing-house mechanism to 

facilitate and support enhanced implementation of the Convention.
23

 National clearing-house mechanism 

nodes comprising networks of experts with effective websites should be developed and sustained so that 

in each Party, all have access to the information, expertise and experience required to implement the 

Convention. National clearing house mechanism nodes should also be linked to the central clearing-house 

mechanism managed by the Convention Secretariat, and information exchange between these should be 

facilitated. 

22. Financial resources: The resource mobilization strategy including the proposed concrete 

initiatives, targets/indicators to be developed, and processes for developing innovative mechanisms, 

provides a roadmap for achieving the effective implementation of Article 20, paragraphs 2 and 4, of the 

Convention in support of the implementation of this Strategic Plan.
24

 
25

 

23. Partnerships and initiatives to enhance cooperation. Cooperation will be enhanced with the 

programmes, funds and specialized agencies of the United Nations system as well as other multilateral 

and bilateral agencies, foundations and non-governmental organizations
26

 and indigenous and local 

communities, to support implementation of the Strategic Plan at the national level. Cooperation will also 

be enhanced with relevant regional bodies to promote regional biodiversity strategies and the integration 

of biodiversity into broader initiatives. Initiatives of the Convention such as South-South Cooperation,
27

 

                                                      
23

 The prospective Biodiversity Technology Initiative is relevant (UNEP/CBD/WGRI/3/10).  
24

  See also UNEP/CBD/WGRI/3/7 and 8. 
25

 Pending discussion on financial resources. 

26
 Including UNEP, UNDP, the World Bank, FAO, IUCN, etc. 

27
 In line with decision IX/25 of the Conference of the Parties, a multi-year plan of action for South-South cooperation on 

biodiversity for development for the period 2011-2020 is being developed, with a view to its adoption by the G-77 and 

presentation to the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties.  
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promoting engagement of cities and local authorities,
28 

and business and biodiversity
29

 and promoting the 

engagement of parliamentarians, including through inter-parliamentary dialogues will contribute to the 

implementation of the Strategic Plan.  

24. Support mechanisms for research, monitoring and assessment. The following are key 

elements to ensure effective implementation of the Strategic Plan:  

(a) Global monitoring of biodiversity: work is needed to monitor the status and trends of 

biodiversity, maintain and share data, and develop and use indicators and agreed measures of biodiversity 

and ecosystem change;
30

 

(b) Regular assessment of the state of biodiversity and ecosystem services, future scenarios 

and effectiveness of responses: this could be provided through an enhanced role for the Subsidiary Body 

on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice as well as the proposed intergovernmental platform on 

biodiversity and ecosystem services; 

(c) Ongoing research on biodiversity and ecosystem function and services and their 

relationship to human well-being;
31 

 

(d) The contributions of knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local 

communities relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity to all the above;  

(e) Capacity-building and timely, adequate and sustainable financial and technical resources. 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
28

 In line with decision IX/28, a plan of action on cities and biodiversity is being developed, as well as an urban biodiversity 

index, for consideration at the Nagoya Summit on Cities and Biodiversity (25-26 October 2010) and the tenth meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties. 
29

 In line with decisions VIII/17 and IX/26. 

30
 The GEO-Biodiversity Observation Network, with further development and adequate resourcing, could facilitate this, together 

with Global Biodiversity Information Facility and the Biodiversity Indicators Partnership. 
31  

This is facilitated by, inter alia, DIVERSITAS, the Programme on Ecosystem Change and Society and other global change 

research programmes of the International Council for Science (ICSU). 
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3/6. The multi-year programme of work of the Convention for the period 2011-2020 and 

periodicity of meetings and organization of work of the Conference of the Parties 

I. RECOMMENDATION FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF THE 

CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES 

The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention 

recommends the Conference of the Parties at its tenth meeting adopt a decision along the following lines: 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Taking into account the priorities defined in the Strategic Plan of the Convention for the period 

2012-2020, adopts the following multi-year programme of work for the Conference of the Parties:  

(a) The eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties will take place in 2012 and 

address, inter alia, the following issues: 

(i) A review of progress by Parties in the implementation of the Strategic Plan of the 

Convention for the period 2011-2020 and its corresponding goals and targets, 

including experience in setting or adapting national targets and the corresponding 

updating of national biodiversity strategies and action plans;  

(ii) A review of progress in providing support to assist Parties, especially developing 

countries, in particular the least developed countries and the small island 

developing States, as well as countries with economies in transition, in 

implementing the Convention and the Strategic Plan of the Convention for the 

period 2011-2020, including, inter alia, resource mobilization, capacity-building, 

stakeholder engagement, communication, education and public awareness and 

strengthening of the clearing-house mechanism; 

(iii) The further development of tools and guidance for monitoring implementation of 

the Strategic Plan of the Convention for the period 2011-2020, including the use 

of indicators at national, regional and global levels; 

(iv) A review of the implementation of the strategy for resource mobilization in 

support of the achievement of the three objectives of the Convention 

(decision IX/11 B, annex), focusing on goals 2, 5, 6, 7 and 8; 

(v) Cooperation among international biodiversity-related organizations taking into 

account, inter alia, proposals for: a United Nations Decade on Biodiversity; 

possible options for cooperation among the Rio conventions[, including the 

preparation of a possible joint work programme; and the convening of a joint 

high-level segment or joint extraordinary Conference of the Parties of the three 

Rio conventions];  

(vi) The need for and possible development of additional mechanisms, ways and 

means, to enhance existing mechanisms such as the Subsidiary Body on 

Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice and the Ad Hoc Open-ended 

Working Group on the Review of Implementation of the Convention, to 

strengthen the ability of Parties to meet their commitments under the Convention; 
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(vii) [The implications of the possible establishment of an international platform on 

biodiversity and ecosystem services on the work of the Subsidiary Body on 

Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice;]
32

 

(viii) The in-depth review of the programme of work on island biodiversity; 

(ix) The identification of ways and means to support ecosystem restoration, including 

the possible development of practical guidance on ecosystem restoration and 

related issues; 

(x) Other matters arising from the recommendations of the Subsidiary Body on 

Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice and the open-ended working 

groups,
33

 including technical issues arising from the implementation of the 

programmes of work and cross-cutting issues; 

(xi) A message from the Conference of the Parties to the 2012 United Nations 

Conference on Sustainable Development. 

(b) The twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties could address, inter alia, the 

following issues: 

(i) A review of the updated national biodiversity strategies and action plans;  

(ii) A mid-term review of the implementation of the Strategic Plan of the Convention 

for the period 2011-2020, including the programmes of work, and progress 

towards the 2020 targets and specific elements of the programmes of work, as 

well as contributions to the achievement of relevant 2015 targets of the 

Millennium Development Goals based, inter alia, on the fifth national reports, 

and the fourth Global Biodiversity Outlook; 

(iii) A review of progress in providing support to assist Parties in particular in respect 

of Article 20, paragraph 2, of the Convention in implementing the Convention 

and its Strategic Plan for the period 2011-2020, including capacity-building and 

strengthening of the clearing-house mechanism; 

(iv) A comprehensive review of implementation of its strategy for resource 

mobilization, including its targets and indicators (decision IX/11 B, annex); 

(v) A review of progress in providing support to developing countries, in particular 

the least developed countries and the small island developing States, as well as 

countries with economies in transition pursuant to Article 20, paragraph 2 of the 

Convention, in implementing the objectives of the Convention; 

 (vi) The further development of tools and guidance to assist implementation of the 

Convention and the Strategic Plan of the Convention for the period 2011-2020; 

(vii) Further consideration of how the implementation of the Convention has 

supported and has contributed to, and will continue to contribute to, the 

achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

(viii)  Liability and redress (decision IX/23, paragraph 4); 

                                                      
32

 This will be considered at the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties in light of the outcomes of the third 

intergovernmental and multi-stakeholder meeting on a intergovernmental science-policy platform on biodiversity and ecosystem 

services (IPBES) to be held from 7 to 10 June 2010 in the Republic of Korea.  
33

 The Working Group on the Review of Implementation, the Working Group on Article 8(j) and Related Provisions, and the 

Working Group on Access and Benefit-sharing (or another body that might be established at the tenth meeting of the Conference 

of the Parties in light of the negotiations on an international regime on access and benefit-sharing). 
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(ix) Other matters arising from the recommendations of the Subsidiary Body on 

Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice and the open-ended working 

groups,
33 

including technical issues arising from the implementation of the 

programmes of work and cross-cutting issues;  

(x) Update of this multi-year programme of work to 2020; 

(c) The Conference of the Parties will keep under review the periodicity of its meetings 

beyond 2014 and will decide the timing of its meetings until 2020 at its [eleventh][twelfth] meeting, 

taking into account:  

(i) The Strategic Plan of the Convention and the multi-year programme of work for 

the period 2011-2020, and other relevant meetings and processes; 

(ii) The relationship between the periodicity of the meetings of the Conference of the 

Parties, and the operations of its subsidiary and other inter-sessional-bodies, 

including the ad hoc open ended working groups; 

(iii) That the periodicity of the meetings of the Conference of the Parties also has 

implications for the meetings of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention 

on Biological Diversity serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena 

Protocol and its decision-making; 

(iv) That financial considerations, while relevant, should not be the predominant 

factor driving decisions related to the multi-year programme of work and 

periodicity of meetings of the Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies; 

(v) The fifth national reports; 

 (d) At a meeting in 2020, the Conference of the Parties will conduct a review of the 

implementation of the Convention and its Strategic Plan for the period 2011-2020, including the 

programmes of work of the Convention as identified by the Conference of the Parties, and make an 

assessment of progress in the achievement of the 2020 targets, based, inter alia, on the sixth national 

reports; 

(e) The meetings of the Conference of the Parties will continue to address standing items 

consistent with earlier decisions. In addition, some flexibility in the multi-year programme of work is 

retained in order to accommodate urgent emerging issues. 

II.  REQUEST TO THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

 The Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention requests the Executive 

Secretary: 

(a) To provide a comprehensive review of options for the future periodicity of meetings and 

organization of work of the Conference of the Parties, building upon the note by the Executive Secretary 

on periodicity of meetings and organization of work of the Conference of the Parties 

(UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/11) and taking into account the factors mentioned in paragraph (c) above; 

(b) To prepare a document noting all activities expected that Parties are requested to carry 

out, including an update of their national biodiversity strategies and action plans and preparation of 

national reports, to assist Parties in planning their work and in seeking assistance for them.  
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3/7. National reporting:  review of experience and proposals for the fifth national 

report 

The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention,  

I. GENERAL 

Taking note of the review of experiences and lessons learned from the fourth national reporting 

under the Convention contained in the present note, 

Welcoming the capacity-building activities undertaken by the Executive Secretary to facilitate the 

preparation and submission of the fourth national reports, 

Also welcoming the financial support provided by the Global Environment Facility to assist 

countries in the preparation of their fourth national report, 

Emphasizing that timely provision of financial support to eligible countries by the Global 

Environment Facility and its implementing agencies is essential for timely preparation and submission of 

national reports, 

Noting the need to continue to improve the guidelines for the fifth and future national reports 

based on the review contained in this note, 

Recalling decision VIII/14, paragraph 2, and underlining the need to reduce overall reporting 

burdens on Parties, taking into account reporting obligations under other Conventions, and other relevant 

processes, 

1. Takes note of the draft guidelines for the fifth national report prepared by the Executive 

Secretary (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/6/Add.1); 

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to further develop the draft guidelines for the fifth 

national report taking into consideration views expressed at the third meeting of the Working Group on 

Review of Implementation, as well as further views submitted by Parties and observers 

before 30 June 2010, and to submit the revised guidelines for consideration and adoption by the 

Conference of the Parties at its tenth meeting; 

II. RECOMMENDATION FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF THE 

CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES 

3. Recommends that the Conference of the Parties at its tenth meeting adopt a decision along 

the following lines: 

“The Conference of the Parties, 

“Re-emphasizing that national reporting is the obligation for all Parties under Article 26 of the 

Convention, and that timely submission of national reports by all Parties is essential for reviewing the 

implementation of the Convention as required in Article 23, 

“1. Decides that all Parties should submit their fifth national report by 31 March 2014; 

“2. Encourages all Parties to prioritize the preparation of the fifth national report to enable its 

submission by the deadline established in paragraph 1 above, irrespective of the status of submission of 

reports requested at previous meetings of the Conference of the Parties;  

“3. Requests those Parties that expect difficulty in meeting the deadline in paragraph 1 above 

to initiate the preparation of the report as early as possible to ensure that the report shall be submitted by 

the deadline; 
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“4. Decides that the fifth national report should: 

“(a) Focus on the implementation of the updated Strategic Plan of the Convention 

(2011-2020), and progress toward the 2020 targets, using indicators where possible and feasible; 

“(b) Include, as appropriate, information concerning contributions of implementation of the 

updated Strategic Plan towards the achievement of relevant Millennium Development Goals; 

“(c) Allow countries to provide updates on the revision, updating and implementation of 

national biodiversity strategies and action plans and similar strategies, plans and programmes; 

“(d) Provide a concise update on the national status and trends of and threats to biodiversity, 

using national biodiversity indicators; 

“(e) Provide an overall assessment of the national implementation of the Convention, and 

include suggestions for future priorities at the national and international levels; 

“5. Requests Parties, in preparing their fifth national report, to elaborate on: 

“(a) Outcomes and impacts of actions taken to implement the Convention at various levels; 

“(b) Successful experiences and lessons learned from implementation; 

“(c) Obstacles encountered in implementation; 

“6. Also requests Parties to provide: 

“(a)  An updated account of information provided in the last national report, to reflect changes 

that have occurred since then;  

“(b)  More quantitative analysis and synthesis than description of the status of implementation;  

“7. Decides that the fifth national report will continue to use a narrative format primarily, 

combined with use of common formats, including tables, suggested charts and questionnaires for 

statistical analysis, and that the format for the fifth and sixth national reports be consistent to allow for 

long-term tracking of progress towards the 2020 targets; 

“8. Requests the Global Environment Facility to provide adequate and timely financial 

support for the preparation of the fifth and future national reports, and further requests the Global 

Environment Facility and its implementing agencies to ensure that procedures are in place to ensure an 

expeditious disbursement of funds; 

“9. Invites other donors, Governments and multilateral and bilateral agencies to provide 

financial and technical support to developing countries, particularly the least developed countries and 

small island developing States amongst them, and countries with economies in transition, for preparing 

their national reports; 

“10. Encourages Parties to continue to involve all relevant stakeholders in the process of 

national reporting and to use the report as a tool for further planning and communication to the public to 

mobilize additional support for and participation in activities related to implementation of the 

Convention; 

“11. Encourages Parties to increase synergies in national reporting to biodiversity-related 

conventions to ensure that national reports comprehensively reflect the national situation and status of 

implementation, and to avoid unnecessary reporting burdens; 

“12. Welcomes the pilot project supported by the Global Environment Facility, and other 

relevant projects and initiatives, to facilitate harmonized reporting processes and approaches in the least 

developed countries and small islands developing countries, which may provide important lessons for 

enhancing reporting capacities of these countries; 
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“13. Requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with the United Nations Development 

Programme, the United Nations Environment Programme and other partners, to continue facilitating the 

provision of support to countries, especially the developing countries, in particular the least developed 

countries and small island developing States, as well as countries with economies in transition, for the 

preparation of their fifth national reports.” 
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3/8. Concrete activities and initiatives including measurable targets and/or indicators 

to achieve the strategic goals contained in the strategy for resource mobilization 

and on indicators to monitor the implementation of the strategy 

 The Ad Hoc Open Ended Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention recommends 

that the Conference of the Parties its tenth meeting adopt a decision along the following lines: 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Recalling the strategy for resource mobilization in support of the achievement of the 

Convention‟s objectives adopted in decision IX/11 B, 

Having considered the recommendations from the third meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended 

Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention, 

Reaffirming the commitment of Parties to meet the obligations set out in the provisions of 

Article 20 of the Convention and in accordance with the Rio Principles, 

Emphasizing that any new and innovative funding mechanisms are supplementary to the financial 

mechanisms established under the provisions of Article 21 of the Convention, 

1. Invites Parties that have not done so to appoint a “resource mobilization focal point” to 

facilitate national implementation of the strategy for resource mobilization; 

2. Reiterates that national implementation of the strategy for resource mobilization should 

include, as appropriate, the design and dissemination of a country-specific resource mobilization strategy, 

with the involvement of key stakeholders, such as non-governmental organizations, indigenous and local 

communities, environmental funds, businesses and donors, in the frame of updated national biodiversity 

strategy and action plans; 

3. Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of resources, to organize 

regional and subregional workshops to assist with the development of country-specific 

resource-mobilization strategies, including for indigenous and local communities, as part of updating 

national biodiversity strategy and action plans, to promote exchange of experience and good practice in 

financing for biological diversity and to facilitate the national monitoring of the outcomes of country-

specific resource mobilization strategies; 

  4. Requests the Global Environment Facility to provide timely and adequate financial 

support to updating national biodiversity strategies and action plans, which may include the development 

of country-specific resource mobilization strategies; 

5. Decides that the global monitoring reports on the implementation of the strategy for 

resource mobilization should be prepared in time for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its 

ordinary meetings, and with national and regional participation, should provide essential information on 

the status and trends in biodiversity financing as well as help to disseminate funding knowledge and 

know-how as related to biodiversity;
34

 

6. Decides to undertake concrete activities and initiatives to achieve the strategic goals of 

the strategy for resource mobilization, which could include, inter alia, the following:  

(a) Periodic global monitoring reports on the implementation of the strategy for resource 

mobilization; 

(b) Regional or subregional workshops to assess funding needs and identify gaps and 

priorities; 

                                                      
34

 This paragraph is pending, subject to the review and discussion by Parties of the document on the structure, timing, content 

and methodology of the global monitoring reports, to be provided by the Executive Secretary for the tenth meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties. 
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(c) Global support to the development of national financial plans for biodiversity; 

(d) Continuation of the Development and Biodiversity Initiative; 

(e) Further activities on new and innovative financial mechanisms; 

(f) Training for resource-mobilization focal points; 

(g) Global forums on biodiversity and associated ecosystem services for national political 

leaders, business leaders, and leaders of non-governmental organizations; 

[7. [Adopts] [Invites consideration of] the following indicators for monitoring the 

implementation of the strategy for resource mobilization: 

(a) Percentage of biodiversity-related funding in Official Development Assistance per 

annum; 

(b) Percentage of biodiversity-related funding in national budgets per annum; 

(c) Number of countries that have identified and reported funding needs, gaps and priorities; 

(d) Number of countries that have assessed economic costs of loss of, and the benefits of, 

biodiversity and associated ecosystem services; 

(e) Number of countries with national biodiversity strategies and action plans that have 

national financial plans for biodiversity; 

(f) Number of relevant public and/or private financial institutions and development agencies 

with biodiversity and associated ecosystem services as a cross-cutting policy; 

(g) Amount of funding through the Global Environment Facility (GEF funds and co-

financing);] 

[8. Considers the following targets for monitoring the implementation of the strategy for 

resource mobilization: 

(a) At least X doubling by 2020 annual international financial flows to developing countries 

to contribute to achieving the Convention‟s three objectives; 

(b) At least X of Parties will have reported funding needs, gaps and priorities by 2015;  

(c) At least X of Parties will have assessed economic costs of the loss of, and the benefits of, 

biodiversity and associated ecosystem services by 2015; 

(d) At least X of Parties will have prepared national financial plans for biodiversity by 2015; 

(e) At least X of financial institutions and development agencies (reporting under the 

Development Assistance Committee of Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

(OECD/DAC)) will have included biodiversity and associated ecosystem services in their cross-cutting 

policies by 2015;] 

9. Invites donor Parties to provide timely and adequate financial support to the realization of 

the concrete activities and initiatives to achieve the strategic goals of the strategy for resource 

mobilization.  
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3/9. Policy options concerning innovative financial mechanisms 

 The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention 

recommends that the Conference of the Parties at its tenth meeting adopt a decision along the following 

lines: 

 The Conference of the Parties, 

Recognizing the persistent and critical shortage of financial resources available to support 

ecosystem services and underlying biodiversity, and that the achievement of the 2020 biodiversity target, 

to a large extent, will depend upon the level of available funding in all relevant sectors and at all levels, 

Taking note of the report of the proceedings of the International Workshop on Innovative 

Financial Mechanisms (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/INF/5) organized in collaboration with The Economics of 

Ecosystems and Biodiversity secretariat (UNEP-TEEB) and with generous financial support from the 

German Government, and the need for further consultation and elaboration of its outcomes, 

Noting the contributions, e.g., through the International Workshop on Innovative Financial 

Mechanisms, in advancing the discussions on innovative financial mechanisms for achieving the 

objectives of the Convention, from the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, the 

Global Mechanism of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, [the Business and 

Biodiversity Offsets Programme, the Green Development Mechanism (GDM) 2010 Initiative
35

] and other 

organizations and processes, and the need for further identification and elaboration of various policy 

options in this regard, 

Reaffirming the commitment of Parties to meet the obligations set out in the provisions of Article 

20 of the Convention and in accordance with the Rio Principles, 

Emphasizing that any new and innovative funding mechanisms are supplementary to the financial 

mechanisms established under the provisions of Article 21 of the Convention, 

Being aware of a range of policy options and suggestions concerning innovative financial 

mechanisms with potential to generate new and additional financial resources for achieving the 

Convention‟s three objectives, 

Acknowledging that in addition to resourcing potentials, innovative financial mechanisms can be 

an important tool to support sustaining ecosystem services and underlying biodiversity and promote green 

development, 

Being determined to mobilize predictable and adequate financial resources at all levels as agreed 

to in the strategy for resource mobilization adopted in decision IX/11, 

1. Encourages Parties, in accordance with their capabilities, to implement the Convention‟s 

Strategy for Resource Mobilization, to take an active part in ongoing processes to enhance innovative 

financing, such as the LifeWeb initiative, and engage in a global discussion on the need and possible 

modalities of innovative systems for payment for ecosystem services, mobilizing private financing, 

through an appropriate mechanism; 

2. Requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with the Organisation for Economic 

Co-operation and Development and other relevant organizations and initiatives, to initiate and facilitate 

the discussion referred to in paragraph 1 above; 

3. Encourages Parties and Governments and relevant organizations to undertake concrete 

activities for developing, promoting and adopting innovative financial mechanisms, including the 

examination of  the report of the International Workshop on Innovative Financial Mechanisms 

(UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/INF/5); 

                                                      
35

 Africa requires more information of these initiatives on their mandates, governance structures, source of funding, funding 

criteria (beneficiaries), link with the Convention on Biological Diversity and its programmes of work. 
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4.  Invites relevant international and regional organizations and initiatives to, where relevant, 

cooperate with the Executive Secretary, to: 

(a)  Cooperate on the development of innovative financial mechanisms, as appropriate ;  

(b)  Organize regional and subregional workshops for further identification and examination 

of policy options concerning innovative financial mechanisms; 

(c)  Report on these activities, through the Executive Secretary, to the Conference of the 

Parties at its eleventh meeting; 

[5. Invites interested organizations and initiatives to consider the need for and modalities of a 

green development mechanism, which, in its pilot phase, could develop a voluntary standard and 

certification process for validating the supply of biodiversity-protected areas and a market-based 

institutional framework for enabling payments by companies, consumers and other stakeholders;] 

6.  Requests the Executive Secretary to compile views of Parties on the policy options 

developed in the International Workshop on Innovative Financial Mechanisms and on the findings of The 

Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity and report to the fourth meeting of the Working Group on 

Review of Implementation for further consideration; 

7. Invites developed country Parties to provide voluntary financial contributions to support 

the further work on innovative financial mechanisms for the three objectives of the Convention, without 

diminishing their commitments under Articles 20 and 21 of the Convention; 

8. Invites Parties and other Governments and relevant organizations to ensure [that 

appropriate safeguards for the rights of indigenous peoples and local communities are incorporated, 

including their] full and effective participation, in the development and implementation of innovative 

financial mechanisms. 
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3/10.  Review of guidance to the financial mechanism 

The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention  

1. Provides the following suggestions to the Executive Secretary: 

(a) Further develop the document on review of the guidance to the financial mechanism 

(UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/9), based on the comments received during the third meeting of the Working 

Group on Review of Implementation;  

(b) Undertake an electronic consultation with Parties on a proposed consolidated list of 

guidance to the financial mechanism; 

(c) Prepare a draft decision on a consolidated list of guidance to the financial mechanism in 

time for consideration by the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties; 

2. Recommends that the Conference of the Parties at its tenth meeting adopt a decision along 

the following lines: 

“The Conference of the Parties, 

Recalling the decisions and elements of decisions related to the financial mechanism that were 

adopted by the Conference of the Parties from its first to ninth meetings, 

Having considered the recommendation
36

 from the third meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended 

Working Group on Review of Implementation, as well as the results of paragraph 1 above, 

1. Adopts the consolidated list of guidance to the financial mechanism, including 

programme priorities; 

2. Agrees to retire the previous decisions and elements of decisions, as related to the 

financial mechanism and limited only to those provisions related to the financial mechanism; 

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to maintain the full text of these retired decisions and 

elements of decisions on the Secretariat website while indicating they have been retired; 

4. Decides that guidance to the financial mechanism, for a specific replenishment period,  

consists of a consolidated list of programme priorities that defines what to be financed, and an 

outcome-oriented framework, taking into account the Strategic Plan of the Convention, including its 

associated indicators and targets; 

5. Requests the Executive Secretary to compile information and views submitted by Parties 

and relevant stakeholders, including indigenous and local communities, on the further development of 

programme priorities, taking into account the Strategic Plan of the Convention, including its associated 

indicators and targets, for consideration by the fourth meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group 

on Review of Implementation; 

6. Requests the fourth meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of 

Implementation to review the implementation of the four-year outcome-oriented framework of 

programme priorities as related to utilization of Global Environment Facility resources for biodiversity 

for the period from 2010 to 2014, taking into account the Strategic Plan of the Convention including its 

associated indicators and targets; 

7. Decides that the eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties will adopt a four-year 

outcome-oriented framework of programme priorities, taking into account the Strategic Plan of the 

Convention including its associated indicators and targets, as well as the outcome of the review, for 

consideration during the sixth replenishment of the Global Environment Facility Trust Fund, as related to 

utilization of Global Environment Facility resources for biodiversity for the period 2015-2018. 

                                                      
36

 Paragraphs 1 and 2 of this recommendation are pending, subject to the review and discussion by Parties of the document to be 

provided by the Executive Secretary for the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties. 



UNEP/CBD/COP/10/4 

Page 62 

 

/… 

3/11. Further consideration of the proposed biodiversity technology initiative 

The Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention recommends that the 

Conference of the Parties at its tenth meeting adopt a decision along the following lines: 

 1. Recognizing the potential contribution of a [voluntary] Biodiversity Technology Initiative 

(BTI) to promoting and supporting the effective access to and transfer of technology among Parties to the 

Convention, as essential elements for the attainment of the three objectives of the Convention, emphasizes 

that such a Biodiversity Technology Initiative needs to: 

(a) Provide support to the implementation of the pertinent provisions of the Convention, the 

programme of work on technology transfer and scientific and technological cooperation,
37

 taking into 

account the strategy for the practical implementation of the programme of work,
38

 as well as of the 

Strategic Plan of the Convention for the period 2011-2020; 

(b) Be demand-driven, well-defined, and be based on the technology needs, in particular, 

new technologies, identified by recipient countries; 

(c) [Be of a voluntary nature;] 

(d) Be driven through the active and balanced participation of developed countries and 

developing countries, including the least developed and small island developing States among them, and 

countries with economies in transition; 

(e) Be adequately funded, and contribute to leveraging new and additional funding, without 

constituting an additional financial burden for developing countries; 

(f) Provide and leverage increased capacity-building and training for developing countries, 

including the least developed among them, small island developing States, and countries with economies 

in transition, on pertinent issues related to technology transfer and scientific and technological 

cooperation under the Convention; 

(g) Further consider issues such as its structure, governance, funding arrangements, etc., in 

due detail when establishing the initiative;  

(h) Create an enabling environment that aims to remove technical, legislative and 

administrative barriers to technology transfer and technology adaptation, consistent and in harmony with 

the Convention and other relevant international obligations; 

(i) Take into account that the participation, approval and involvement of women, indigenous 

and local communities and all relevant stakeholders is key for the successful transfer of technology of 

relevance to the Convention; 

(j) Build on, and cooperate with, existing processes and initiatives, including sectoral 

programmes and initiatives, such as, for instance, the International Assessment of Agricultural 

Knowledge, Science and Technology for Development (IAASTD), with a view to promoting synergy and 

avoiding the duplication of work; 

2. Recognizing the need to further identify gaps in the work of existing processes and 

initiatives, including sectoral initiatives, with a view to fully realizing synergies and avoiding duplication 

of work by a prospective Biodiversity Technology Initiative; 

(a) Invites Parties and other Governments, as well as relevant international organizations and 

initiatives, research institutions and the business sector, to submit to the Executive Secretary information 

on activities currently being undertaken by international, regional or national organizations and initiatives, 

including sectoral organizations and initiatives, which support, facilitate, regulate or promote technology 

transfer and scientific and technological cooperation of relevance to the Convention, such as on: (i) 

                                                      
37

 Decision VII/29, annex. 
38

 Decision IX/14, annex. 
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support for technology needs assessments and regulations, including capacity-building for technology 

assessments; (ii) pertinent capacity-building and training courses; (iii) pertinent seminars and symposia; 

(iv) information dissemination; (v) other implementation activities including match-making and 

catalysing or facilitating the establishment of research alliances or consortia, joint ventures, or twinning 

arrangements, on technologies of relevance to the Convention; 

(b) Requests the Executive Secretary to analyse and disseminate this information through the 

clearing-house mechanism of the Convention, and other communication mechanisms, with a view to 

providing concrete and practical information as well as best practices on ongoing activities that support, 

facilitate, or promote technology transfer and scientific and technological cooperation of relevance to the 

Convention, and to identify gaps in existing work as well as opportunities to fill these gaps and/or 

promote synergies; 

(c) Invites interested Parties and other Governments, as well as relevant international 

organizations and initiatives, research institutions and the business sector, taking into account paragraph 1 

above and the information provided in accordance with paragraphs 2 (a) and 2 (b) above, to consider 

supporting the establishment of a Biodiversity Technology Initiative[, to be hosted by the Secretariat of 

the Convention]; 

 3. Invites Parties to consider including the preparation of technology needs assessments in 

the revision and updating of national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

 4. Invites funding institutions, including the Global Environment Facility, to provide 

financial support accordingly. 
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3/12. United Nations Decade on Biodiversity 2011-2020 

The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention 

recommends that the Conference of the Parties at its tenth meeting adopt a decision along the following 

lines: 

The Conference of the Parties,  

Highlighting the importance of biodiversity for the achievement of the Millennium Development 

Goals, 

Emphasizing the need to achieve the full implementation of the objectives of this Convention and 

other biodiversity-related conventions, organizations and processes,  

Reaffirming the importance of raising public awareness on biodiversity related issues,  

Stressing the need to build on the momentum achieved by the celebration of the International 

Year of Biodiversity,  

1. Invites the United Nations General Assembly to consider declaring 2011-2020 the United 

Nations Decade on Biodiversity;  

2. Requests the Executive Secretary, in cooperation with relevant partners, in particular the 

secretariats of biodiversity-related conventions: 

(a) To encourage full participation of Parties, and all relevant organizations and stakeholders 

in the United Nations Decade on Biodiversity and their support for implementation of the Convention and 

its Strategic Plan for the period 2011-2020; 

(b) To take stock of progress in the implementation of the Strategic Plan, and related 

activities of Parties and stakeholders, with a view to including this information in the regular reports of 

the Secretary-General to the United Nations General Assembly on the implementation of the Convention; 

3. Invites the Environment Management Group to facilitate cooperation and information 

exchange among its members in support of the Convention and its Strategic Plan for the period 

2011-2020. 

----- 


