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COORDINATION MECHANISM FOR THE 
GLOBAL TAXONOMY INITIATIVE 
Twelfth meeting 
Montreal, Canada 5-6 November 2011 

ANNOTATIONS TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA 

INTRODUCTION 

1. In decision X/2, the Conference of the Parties adopted the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity  
2011-2020. In paragraph 3 (g) of the same decision, the Conference of the Parties urged Parties and other 
Governments, with the support of intergovernmental and other organizations, as appropriate, to 
implement the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and in particular to promote the generation and 
use of scientific information, develop methodologies and initiatives to monitor the status and trends of 
biodiversity and ecosystem services, share data, develop indicators and measures, and undertake regular 
and timely assessments. 

2. In pursuance of paragraph 16 of decision X/39 the Executive Secretary prepared a draft 
Comprehensive Capacity-building Strategy for the Global Taxonomy Initiative to support the 
implementation of the Convention and the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 
(UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/15/5), which will be considered by SBSTTA at its fifteenth meeting. 

3. In paragraph 7 of the same decision, the Conference of the Parties requested the Executive 
Secretary with the assistance of the Coordination Mechanism for the Global Taxonomy Initiative and in 
collaboration with relevant international organizations, to hold capacity-building training workshops in all 
subregions and regions as needed.  

4. With a generous financial contribution from the Japan Biodiversity Fund and the Government of 
France, opportunities exist for the Executive Secretary to organize capacity-building training workshops 
in 2011 and 2012. The first workshop, for the Latin American region, will occur on12-13 November in 
Montreal, Canada. A series of regional workshops will follow: for Africa in December 2011 and January 
in 2012 and, subject to additional funding, for Asia and Small Island Developing States later in 2012. 

5. These training workshops will provide opportunities for the national focal points of the 
Convention and the GTI, and, if funding permits, the heads of departments relevant to mainstreaming 
biodiversity. The relevant departments of governments may include the bodies addressing the issue of 
invasive alien species.  The workshops will focus on how to apply taxonomic information services to: (i) 
reduce the direct pressures on biodiversity and promote sustainable use; (ii) strengthen trans-boundary 
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collaboration to implement the Strategic Plan 2011-2020; (iii) facilitate cross-sectoral communication and 
collaboration, and; (iv) facilitate capacity-building for the GTI.  
 
6. The indicators for taxonomy that were prepared by the Coordination Mechanism for the GTI at its 
eleventh meeting were submitted to an Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group (AHTEG) meeting to provide 
guidance for monitoring the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020. 

7. The specific objectives of this meeting of the Coordination Mechanism for the GTI are to suggest 
to the Executive Secretary: 

 a) potential pathways to coordinate the participation of experts/organizations at the series of 
training workshops with the GTI national focal points and other national authorities involved in the 
implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 (hereafter the GTI mainstreaming 
workshops); 

 b) methods to convey the outcome of the GTI workshops to the series of NBSAP capacity 
building workshops organized by the Secretariat and to integrate the GTI into the process of  
implementing the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020; 

c) possible means to promote the Capacity-building Strategy for the GTI, which will be 
considered by SBSTTA15, including ways to assist Parties in integrating the Capacity-
building Strategy for the GTI with national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

d) efforts to promote taxonomy along the line s of  the ten actions to promote the taxonomy 
imperative which are mentioned in the annex to UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/15/5 as a future plan 
of actions for the partners and members of the Coordination Mechanism for the GTI; and 

e) raise awareness among the members of the Coordination Mechanism regarding the Nagoya 
Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits 
Arising from Their Utilization to stimulate early actions to promote international 
collaborations as part of capacity building for the GTI. 

 

 

8. Expected outcomes of this meeting include: 

(a) The review of training materials (outlines and power point presentations) that are 
prepared by the Executive Secretary for the GTI regional workshops. These materials will also provide 
basic elements of information to be included in an e-learning module for the GTI; 

(b) Suggested actions/text to be considered at the series of NBSAP workshops to facilitate 
discussion on the GTI at the NBSAP regional workshops;  

(c) Suggested processes for developing guidance for academics who conduct international 
collaboration on non-commercial research under the Nagoya Protocol; and 

(d) Effective sharing of knowledge, practices and technologies in support of the 
implementation of the Convention.  

9. Registration of participants will commence in a conference room on 6th floor of Secretariat of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity at 8:30 a.m. on 5 November 2011.  

ITEM 1. OPENING OF THE MEEETING 

8. A representative of the Executive Secretary will open the meeting at 9:00 a.m. on 5 November 
2011 in a conference room on the 6th floor of Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity.   
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9. Following the self-introductions of participants, the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity will give an overview of the objectives and expected outcomes of the meeting.   

10. The provisional agenda of the meeting prepared by the Executive Secretary is available as 
document UNEP/CBD/GTI-CM/12/1.  

ITEM 2. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS 

2.1   Officers  

11. .The meeting will be chaired by Dr Mark Graham. The Coordination Mechanism will elect one 
Co-chair in accordance with the interim terms of reference for the Coordination Mechanism for the GTI 
(UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/15/INF/5) and the report of the eleventh meeting of the GTI Coordination 
Mechanism (UNEP/CBD/GTI-CM/11/2). One of the members of the Coordination Mechanism will act as 
a Rapporteur. 

2.2   Adoption of the agenda 

12. The Coordination Mechanism may wish to adopt its agenda on the basis of the provisional agenda 
(UNEP/CBD/GTI-CM/12/1) prepared by the Executive Secretary in consultation with the Chair of the 
Coordination Mechanism.    

2.3   Organization of work 

13. The Coordination Mechanism will conduct its work in plenary. Some members may participate 
via teleconference, which will be set twice for the remote participants in different time zones. The first 
teleconference will be organized at 10 am on Saturday 5 November. The second teleconference will be 
organized at 6pm on Saturday 6 November 2011. Both teleconferences will be held at the same venue as 
the meeting. Members who are unable to participate in this meeting or will attend via teleconference may 
submit written comments electronically before the start of the meeting on November 4th, to express their 
views on any of the documents and decisions. 

ITEM 3. SUBSTANTIVE MATTERS 

3.1 Overview of “Draft Comprehensive Capacity Building Strategy for the Global Taxonomy 
Initiative” (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA15/5) 

14. Under this agenda item, the Secretariat will introduce: 

(a) The “Draft Comprehensive Capacity Building Strategy for the Global Taxonomy Initiative” 
as presented to SBSTTA15 (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/15/5); 

(b) Training materials (outline and power point presentation) that are prepared by the Executive 
Secretary for the GTI regional workshops; 

(c) Plans for regional workshops to initiate actions by Secretariat in 2011-2012. 

15. Under this agenda item the Coordination Mechanism members are invited to provide suggestions 
as to how to maximize the effectiveness of the Capacity Building Strategy for the Global Taxonomy 
Initiative in order to implement of the Convention and the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020. 
Suggestions can be made with regard to: 

(a)  How to organize the regional workshops by the Secretariat;  

(b) Review and comment on the training materials; 

(c) Promote the Capacity-building Strategy for the GTI through the regional workshops 
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(d) Suggested actions/text to be considered at the series of NBSAP workshops to follow up the 
GTI regional workshop, and to facilitate the discussion on the GTI at the NBSAP regional 
workshops; 

(e) Other relevant matters. 

 

3.2 Guidance on non-commercial research under the Nagoya Protocol 

16. The secretariat will explain the proposals raised by the members of the Coordination Mechanism 
at its eleventh meeting to produce guidance on non-commercial research and possible formal process to 
produce guidance. 

17. Dr Christopher Lyal is invited to present existing guidance and recommendation s on how to 
conduct international research subject to the Nagoya Protocol. 

18. The Coordination Mechanism members are invited to discuss  possible efforts to produce the 
required guidance under the Convention process. 

3.3 Identification of relevant international workshops and technical trainings in 2011-2012 

19. Coordination Mechanism members are invited to provide information on international workshops 
and technical trainings that each member or his/her colleagues are planning to hold in 2011-2012, and 
discuss whether each event can incorporate the agenda item relevant to the introduction of the GTI or 
further development of the project proposals internationally to facilitate the implementation of the GTI 
programme of work and Aichi Biodiversity Targets. 

3.4 Coordination of international workshops and technical trainings in 2011-2012 

20. Based on the information provided by Secretariat and the Coordination Mechanism under the 
agenda items 3.1 and 3.3 on the relevant international workshops and technical trainings  the 
Coordination Mechanism will discuss: 

(a) Effective sharing of tasks among the members of the Coordination Mechanisms and their 
colleagues to assist the Executive Secretary to conduct successful regional workshops for 
GTI national focal points and CBD national focal points; 

(b) Effective sharing of knowledge, practices and technologies in support of the implementation 
of the Convention, particularly to achieve Aichi Biodiversity Targets, and especially on 1, 9 
and 19; 

(c) Suggested text for the integration of the GTI with the follow-up NBSAP workshops, or 
project development for the GTI recalling: 

(i)  Paragraph 15 of decision VIII/3 - Requests the Executive Secretary to convene, with 
support from relevant organizations and donors, a project-development seminar 
aimed primarily for those countries that have already identified taxonomic needs or 
that have submitted proposals for pilot projects under the Global Taxonomy 
Initiative, to promote the formulation of country-driven projects based on identified 
taxonomic needs and to explore potential benefits of developing new, and enhancing 
existing, regional or global projects to address common taxonomic needs that have 
already been identified; 

(ii) Paragraph 7 of decision X/39 - .Requests the Executive Secretary with the assistance 
of the Coordination Mechanism for the Global Taxonomy Initiative and in 
collaboration with relevant international organizations, to hold capacity-building 
training workshops in all subregions and regions as needed; 
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(iii) Actions indicated in annex to Draft Comprehensive Capacity-building Strategy for 
the Global Taxonomy Initiative (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/15/5). 

ITEM 4. OTHER MATTERS 

21. The Chair of the Coordination Mechanism will explicate how to organize the relevant side events 
during the fifteenth meeting of SBSTTA. The events may include: 

(a) Capacity-building for the GTI to support the implementation of the Convention and the 
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020; 

(b) Plans, actions, and coordinative efforts relevant to capacity building for the GTI and recent 
progress of implementation of the Convention; 

(c) Invasive alien species and taxonomy kiosk. 

22. The Secretariat will invite a staff member who organized the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group 
meeting on Indicators for the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 to explain the progress on setting 
global indicators, including taxonomic indicators. 

23. Coordination Mechanism members are further invited to raise other matters to be discussed under 
this agenda item. 

ITEM 5.  ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 

1. The Group will be invited to consider the draft report of the meeting as well as the process for 
finalizing the report. 

ITEM 6. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 

24. The meeting is expected to be closed at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday 6 November 2011, 
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Annex II 

PROPOSED ORGANIZATION OF WORK FOR THE TWELFTH MEETING OF THE GTI 

 

 Plenary 

Saturday 5 November 
2011 9 a.m. 

 

Item 1.   Opening of the meeting.  
 

 

 

 

 

10 a.m, to 11 a.m. 

10:30a.m. to 
11:00a.m.11am to 1 pm 

 

1 p.m. to 2 p.m 

2p.m. to 3.30p.m. 

3:30 p.m. to 6 p.m 

 

6 p.m to 6:30pm. 

Item 2.   Organizational matters: 
  2.1 Officers; 
  2.2 Adoption of the agenda; 
  2.3 Organization of work. 

Conference call for the Coordination Mechanism Members to participate 
remotely  
(Coffee break)Item 3.    Substantive matters: 

  3.1  Overview of “Draft Comprehensive Capacity Building 
Strategy for the Global Taxonomy Initiative; 

(Lunch) 
(Coffee break) 

  3.2  Guidance on non-commercial research under the Nagoya 
Protocol; 

Conference call for the Coordination Mechanism Members to participate 
remotely  

 

Sunday  4 June 2011  

9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

 

10:30 a.m .to 11 a.m. 

 

11 a.m to 1 p.m. 

 

1 p.m. to 2 p.m 

 

2 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

3.3  Identification of relevant international workshops and 
technical trainings in 2011-2012; 

(Coffee Break) 
  3.4  Coordination of international workshops and technical 

trainings in 2011-2012 
(Lunch) 
 

Continue  3.4  Coordination of international workshops and technical 
trainings in 2011-2012 

(Coffee break) 
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2:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

 
Item 4.    Other matters.  

Item 5.    Adoption of report.  

Item 6.    Closure of the meeting. 
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Annex II 

LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

Document Number  Document Title 
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