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‘Background |

In June 2009:

‘Cairo Statement’

) |

(In November 2009:

CAMRE at their meeting in
Marsa Alam, Egypt.

"

Y

(In June 2010:

Muscat action plan implement
programs

\

% N
i submit recommendations for the
~ implementation of the Ramsar
- Convention in the Arab Region.
\. /
~\
Cairo Statement formally
approved
>
(" One of these programs was N
execution of the study on
economic valuation of wetlands
\ in Arab region. Y,
N

To consider sustainable use of
Wetlands in tourism planning
Schemes

S




T D e de b e 210: | R ——
| Inviting /UNEP/Teeb to

CAMRE Approved the Arsz | undertake an Arab Teeb

' regional Statement for Action on | Thitidtiv e i evalibise sl
the 2020 biodiversity targets,, ‘ economic values of biodiversity
funding Strategies &innovative

& Ecosystem Services )
Financial Mechanisms \—/

\ | L




In December 2011: called on Ramsar secretariat to hold a
CAMRE at their meeting in Egypt. ! regional workshop on the economic
valuation of wetlands

submitted to Arab Ministers of Water ( To take into consideration the )
& Arab Ministers of Tourism importance of wetlands in their

planning program, wetlands as a

Natural infrastructure




Agadir commitments Next 20 years

Wetlands in the Mediterranean “
Agadir, Morocco ( Februrary 6-8,

the services from wetlands ecosystems

. mediteranean wetland functions ,
for human well being

services and values

cultural & touristic aspects of | study on the economic valuation of

BRSO UG B I | wetlands in the Arab region
participation with world heritage

. organization

conventions, Medwet Initiative to
contribute to Agadir commitments

implemening wetlands olicies and

mainstreaming




The study will be carried in 6 sites of
- wetlands importance in the Arab Region

[ Duration 14 month

Costs will be covered by host Countries
& regional , international organizations

Budget in total 100,000 U.S D J




millennium goals

abundance of species

of species: water bird



Direct values

Agricultural
products

Energy

SHELTER

firewood

Transport

Fishing and aquaculture

Pharmacetucal
products

Water suppply

recreational facilities
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In Direct values

v

Biodiversity conservation
is no longer seen as a burden,
Obligation or a less prefered development choice by local communities

} }

Benefits to local communities ‘ Preserving Social & tradition
‘ Developing a local independent economy
. Ecoutourism
Income opportunities 1
Significant

Wide range of Touristic
Products

Cultural tourism
employment



Ecosystem Services of Wetlands

Water purification

Flood & drought attenuation

Mitigation with climate change

Maintainance of livelihood
of local communities

Land use Change

River Flow



Goal 7’ Ensuring Environmental Sustainablity

Under GOAI 7 ¢ ensuring environmental sustainability

Indicator 7.1 “ Proportion of land area covered by forests

|/ Indicator 7.8 “ Proportion of of Population using an improved drinking water 1
source ‘¢

|/ Indicator 7.9 “ Proportion of of Population using an improved sanitation facility 1

I/ Indicator 7.10 * Proportion of Urban Population living in slums \‘




RATE OF ACHIEYMENT

MDG OBGECTIVE 7

ALBANIA

ALGERIA

BOSNIA H.

BULGARIA

CROATIA

EGYPT

FYRMACEDONIA

JORDAN

LEBANON

LIBY A

MONTENEGRO

MORROCO

PALESTININAN A

SERBIA

S5YRIA

TUNISIA

TURKEY

Tabla2: Rate of achievement of water and wetland related MDG Enviconmental

How to interpret indicator: 5 countries in green have achieved or are Llikely o achieve by 2005 the 4 selocted

crvironmental targets. Seven countries in orange could potentially achieve the targes

i they enhanced

their

clforts | four countiies in red are very probably nob goeing o achieve the targets . Diata for turkey msafficient For

evaluation



Extent of wetlands: A downward trend

|/ For the 20 century the loss of wetlands worldwide has been estimated at 50% of 1
those existing 1900

|/ Meditereanean wetlands hosts 1.5% of global wetlands 1

The total economic value of 63 million hectares of wetland around the world is
estimated at $3.4 billion per year.




% Surface Covered by Wetlands
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Proportion of Wetland Coverage in relation to total country surface area , for Mediteranean countries
( Serbia ,Montengro& kosovo are presented together ,due to fact thatinformation avalaible from time when they were united )
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A guide to sustainable tourism



Objectives of study

|/ Moving the economic value of wetlands towards centre of policy development. 1

Guiding local communities & Small — Medium Business to the Economic
revenue of wetlands

s ~
Raising awarness of policy makers on the economic significance of tourism as

one of the main services of wetlands

‘, Raising awarness of Water Officials on the economic value of water in wetlands ]




Tourism Businesses can promote and support
Wetland biodiversity by:

Reducing pollution from tourism, particulary by ensuring that all liquid & Solid
wastes are propetly treated and disposed of in ways that do not result in damage
to biodiversity & by minimizing use of pesticides , fertilisers and toxic chemicals

7 N

Obtaining all food stuffs, and other biological resources used in tourism activities
from sustainably managed sources

supporting biodiversity conservation by gov. agencies and Ngos through

practical actions, including financial contributions, ex: through sponsership and
voluntary donations.

rd

Ensuring that no invasive alien species are introduced through tourism
activities

d N

- Ensuring that no threatened or endangered species are put at risk from tourism
activities or enter the tourism supply chain ( especially as food or souvenirs)

N
- Using the Communications and marketing strengths of the tourism sector to

raise awarness of tourists and destination authorities of the value of biodiveristy
and the steps they can take to protect it .




Expected Outputs

Enhancing attention of policy makers to the economic values of different
types of wetlands tourism in different Arab countries

( The project will be pilot study for the region \‘
Attracting range of different stakeholders from local to national level, )
across government, NGOs, private sector, and academia to Wetland
Touristic Sites
/ N
Encouraging non- member Arab States to join RAMSAR Convention on
Wetlands




Economic Benefits for Locals & Government.

N
Well managed tourism in and around wetlands can bring significant
benefits both economic and environmental,

/ N
Local communities and local gov. can and often do benefit in terms of

income and employment.

/ \

Income Benefits for long term conservation Measures

the wetland iteslf can benefit directly when the income from tourism
(entry fees , local products, etc,,) is used directly to conservative
measure thus linking tourism with long term conservation




(Costs - Taxes - Service Charges
Hotels- Revenues)

Culture

] commodation
_tourism

The economic

Local use values of Mal:ll(le
of the ) .p?t -
resources wetlands in VIsHtalio

n

tourism

Reef
recreation

diving, snorkeling ,

sport fishing and boating




Wetland Tourism

Well Managed
Tourism
Environmnetally
sensitive
e tourism

Natural & Semi-
natural land
conversion into
Tourist infrastructure
& services (Hula
Nature Reserve)

including Ecotourism
or well controllod
Mass tourism
Ex: Dalyanin turkey

One of the best
development
option
around wetlands




affecting

water withdrawel
for human
consumption

wildlife and fragile

habitats &
polluuon “ My



‘The scale of Tourism |

Globally economic
activity generated
by travel and
tourism represents
around 5% of Gdp
6-7% of the world’
jobs.

By 2020 it will grow
around 1.6 billion not
including number of

domestic tourists or
those who make
recreational trips that
don’t involve overnight

In 2010
International
tourists
to Wetlands

reached
940 million

tourists expenditures
linked to wetlands
amounts 925 billion

yearly

Half of
international

tourists
Travelling to
wetlands
Particularly in
oastal area



Podelta

Sustainable tourism an economic —
activity that leads to sustainable value
chain

. @ Koycegiz-Dalyan in Turkey

Aiguamolls de ‘P’emporda

Well manged Protective Impacting less negatively in Spain
Wetlands combining land , water & biOdiVCtSity

environmental protection , compared to agricultural, — Ghar El Melah
cultural industrial & urbanization in Tunisia
enhancement,economic options
returns > | Camargue in france

People become best defenders of their environmental capital , where

sustainable tourism in wetlands become beneficial , their service
economy is perceived to be an appropriate alternative, comprising \
between conservation & development

Wetland
Educational
center
Ex: Sidi
Boughaba in
Morroco

agencies Tourist

products

Benefitng local %

communiites




wetlands international sites:

Majtor touristic attractions

Port launay from Wa}tchlng
marine
Ramsara
ite i turtles and
site in seychelles . o
Taking sunsets at ump : ac. whales
and viewing the
the
splendour

of brain corals
kashmir India

bird watching in the
Tsomoriri
Ramsar Site at an
altitude of 4600 m. in

brazil’s kakadu National
abrolhos park Park in
Watching marine turtles Australia home to
and humpback whaled finest

and viewing the aboriginal art .

splendour of brain
corals underwater




Coral Reefs ecosystems values

1200000
1000000
800000

- 600000
- 400000
200000

US $ per ha per year

' ' 0

fisheris genetic materials tourism natural hazard
& bio-prospecting management




Namibia

i
14.2 % of gdp

The etosha
pans
ramsar

site

touristics g S
patks Attracts 200,000
Visitors yeatly
The highest

number of all
patks




Slovenia

annual income

skicjan Caves of 950,000
Ramsar Site Euros from fees
and a gift shop

305 h

reinvested in
the parks’s
infrastructure and

Earned from
96,000 visitors
in 2010

for nature
conservation
efforts.




In Australia’s

Kakadu
National
Park

almost 2- million

hectares Ramsar
and

a World Heritage
Si

Aboriginal lands S e
Trust
for disbursement

40% of the entrance

‘o fees
.. frm around 200.000
traditional . .
visitors

ch year is provided

remaining 60%
is used to cover the
operational costs of

conserving and
maintaining the park’s
natural and cultural value




Who can contribute to achieving
sustainable Wetland tourism

National
& Regional
(subnational)
wetland policy

Administrative Authorities

e & other national /

provincial policy-

National
governments
land use -
policy makers

making entities

Tourism
Economic
Sectors —_—

Tourism operators
/investors/developers
Local governme

Wetland local communities , lodjing,
Site i accommodation & transport ,
from large multinational operators
to small on or near site
operators or even
wetland managers.

Manager Wetland managers in the

field, others: government
employees, Ngos, managers
f privately owned wetlands

Wetland
tourism
operators at
site level

those who offer services to tourists,
guide associations, travel agencies,
local tourism operators,




awarness about how
people can be
responsible tourists

as tourists and in the
choices

they make for hotel or

perator.
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