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CBD'S WORKS ON IDENTIFYING ECOLOGICALLY OR BIOLOGIC ALLY SIGNIFICANT
MARINE AREAS (EBSAS) IN NEED OF PROTECTION

Development of Scientific Criteria and Scientific Glidance for Identifying EBSAs

1. Threats to marine biodiversity in areas beyond maual jurisdiction. The Conference of the
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversityits eighth meeting (COP 8) noted a range ofdtséo
marine biodiversity beyond national jurisdiction, particular to seamounts, cold water coral reef$ a
hydrothermal vents, and expressed its deep cormamthe range of threats, among these the imgact o
destructive fishing practices, including bottomwiliag that has adverse impacts on vulnerable marine
ecosystems, beyond national jurisdiction, and dlegnreported and unregulated (1UU) fishing, whik
significant threat to marine ecosystems and biaditye

2. CBD'’s supporting role to UNGACOP 8 then recognized that the Convention hasyadte in
supporting the work of the General Assembly witgarel to marine protected areas beyond national
jurisdiction, by focusing on provision of scientifand, as appropriate, technical information andcad
relating to marine biological diversity, the applion of the ecosystem approach and the precauyiona
approach. Such recognition was reiterated by COP 10

3. Scientific criteria for EBSAsS.COP 9 adopted, in decision 1X/20, scientific aididor identifying
ecologically or biologically significant marine ain need of protection in open-ocean waters aeg-d
sea habitats. The criteria include uniquenessrdyrapecial importance for life-history stagesspiecies;
importance for threatened, endangered or declirsipgcies and/or habitats; vulnerability, fragility,
sensitivity or slow recovery; biological productivi biological diversity; and naturalness (see aylde 1

to this note). In addition, the Parties adoptecersidic guidance for selecting areas to establish a
representative network of marine protected arewsduding in open-ocean waters and deep-sea habitats
The required network properties and componentsidieclecologically and biologically significant arpas
representativity; connectivity; replicated ecol@jifeatures; and adequate and viable sites (semdpq2

to this note).

4, Scientific guidance for EBSAs.Further progress in regards to identifying ecalatlyy or
biologically significant marine areas (EBSAs) waada in the context of the Expert Workshop on
Scientific and Technical Guidance on the Use ofgBagraphic Classification Systems and ldentificatio
of Marine Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction in Nesf Protection (Ottawa, Canada, 29 September - 2
October, 2009). The workshop reviewed progress madé@entification of areas beyond national
jurisdiction that meet the scientific criteria (goplix 1), as well as national and regional expeegsrin
applying similar criteria. The workshop then deysd scientific guidance (see appendix 3 to thig)ot
on the identification of marine areas beyond naignrisdiction, which meet the scientific criteria
(appendix 1). This guidance was consolidated frow® éxperience reported by Parties, various UN
organizations such as FAO, ISA, and IMO, IGOs, NG&w experts who have used these or similar
criteria in the identification of EBSAs in marineasystems. Guidance was provided for the apptioati
of each individual criterion, and available methadsl tools were reviewed. The workshop also pralide
advice on more general issues related to scalativelimportance/significance; spatial and temporal
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variability; accuracy, precision and uncertaintyddaxonomic accuracy and uncertainty. Issueseelit
capacity-building and data and analysis for idgirtf EBSAs and biogeographic classification systems
were also considered.

5. Scientific guidance on biogeographic classificatiosystem. The workshop also provided
guidance for the further development of biogeogi@ptassification systems in general, and put fodva
specific considerations relating to the use of @Glebal Open Oceans and Deep Seabed (GOODS)
biogeographic classification. In this regards, Warkshop noted that while the GOODS biogeographic
classification in its present format provides ssmrwble basis for management, its refinement irfiutiuee

with new data could make it even more useful. Guigaregarding this refinement was provided. Further
details can be found in document UNEP/CBD/EW-BCS&W2 (available at
http://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=EWBCSIMA-D1

Mechanism of Identifying EBSAs through the Applicaton of Scientific Criteria

6. Application of scientific criteria. COP 10 noted that the application of the ecolobjcal
biologically significant areas (EBSAS) criteriaasscientific and technical exercise, that areandoio
meet the criteria may require enhanced conservatiawh management measures, and that this can be
achieved through a variety of means, including nepgrotected areas and impact assessments.

7. Who identifies EBSASCOP 10 emphasized that the identification of egickly or biologically
significant areas and the selection of conservatioth management measures is a matter for States and
competent intergovernmental organizations, in ataoce with international law, including the UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea.

8. Dataset for identifying EBSAs COP 10 emphasized that identification of ecoldgicar
biologically significant areas (EBSAs) should ube best available scientific and technical infoliorat
and integrate the traditional scientific, technicahd technological knowledge of indigenous andalloc
communities, and requested the Executive Secreépafgcilitate availability and inter-operability ohe
best available marine and coastal biodiversity dats and information across global, regional and
national scales.

9. Description of EBSAs at regional leveCOP 10 requested the Executive Secretary to organiz
series of regional workshops with a primary objextto facilitate the description of ecologically or
biologically significant marine areas through apafion of scientific criteria (appendix 1) as wal
other relevant compatible and complementary nalipnand intergovernmentally agreed scientific
criteria, as well as the scientific guidance (apjper8) on the identification of marine areas beyond
national jurisdiction.

10. Repository of scientific and technical informatiorand experiences on EBSASCOP 10
requested the Executive Secretary, in collaboratdh Parties and other Governments, the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQNDOALOS, UNESCO/IOC, in particular OBIS,
and other competent organizations, the World Quasen Monitoring Centre of the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP-WCMC) and the Globak#&c Biodiversity Initiative (GOBI), to
establish a repository for scientific and techniodbrmation and experience related to the appboadf

the scientific criteria on the identification of BEBs, and to develop an information-sharing mectmanis
with similar initiatives, such as FAQO’s work on nerable marine ecosystems (VMES).

11. Endorsement by COP of the report on identificatioh EBSAs and submission of the report to
UNGA. COP 10 requested the Subsidiary Body on Scientifiechnical and Technological Advice
(SBSTTA) to prepare reports based on scientifictaotnical evaluation of information from the ragb
workshops, setting out details of areas that nfemstientific criteria for consideration and enéanent

in a transparent manner by the Conference of thiieBdo the Convention, and requested the Conferen
of the Parties to include the endorsed report énrtpository and submit the endorsed report to UNGA



particularly the Ad Hoc Open ended Informal Workigyroup, as well as relevant international
organizations, Parties and other Governments.

12. Cooperation on managing EBSAsSCOP 10 encouraged Parties, other Governments and
competent intergovernmental organizations to cadpecollectively or on a regional or subregional
basis, to identify and adopt appropriate measunescbnservation and sustainable use in relation to
ecologically or biologically significant areas, inding by establishing representative networks afine
protected areas in accordance with internatioma| ilacluding the United Nations Convention on thenL

of the Sea, and based on best scientific informadiailable, and to inform the relevant proces@ésn

the United Nations General Assembly.



