
Dear Sir/Madam: 
 
In connection with your request for scientific information in support of the 
objectives of the regional workshop for the North Pacific in Moscow, I would like 
inform you that I have no specific area to nominate. However, for your 
consideration, I would like to respectfully suggest three items that may enhance 
the criteria used for the selection of EBSA: 
 
1. Include seagrass ecosystems where they occur - It is a well documented fact 
that in many parts of the world (except the Arctic and the Antarctic) both the 
seagrass and many of the flora and fauna (especially the megafauna) composing the 
ecosystem satisfy all the criteria for EBSA; In addition, it is well acknowledged 
that seagrass ecosystems worldwide are the least studied among the coastal 
ecosystems, yet they exert significant influence on the biological, physical, and 
chemical nature of the marine environment. 
 
2. The interconnectivity between coral reefs, seagrass beds and mangroves - This 
functional link among the habitats is the key to their stability, biodiversity, 
and  high productivity -the base of their ecosystem goods and services. As is, 
the criteria being used is not explicit of functional relationships at this level, 
emphasizing merely the presence of discrete non-interacting factors which are not 
the major sources of the goods and services the ecosystems provide. 
 
3. Institutional mechanisms in place - High naturalness is now seldom applicable 
as criterion both in developed and developing countries. 
Hence, this is effectively complimented by functional mechanisms which have been 
institutionalized for the purpose. 
 
Finally, may I also suggest that you consider the following very relevant 
publication: 
 
Benjamin S. Halpern Catherine Longo, Darren Hardy, Karen L. McLeod, Jameal F. 
Samhouri, Steven K. Katona, Kristin Kleisner, Sarah E. 
Lester, Jennifer O’Leary, Marla Ranelletti, Andrew A. Rosenberg, Courtney 
Scarborough, Elizabeth R. Selig, Benjamin D. Best, Daniel R. 
Brumbaugh, F. Stuart Chapin, Larry B. Crowder, Kendra L. Daly, Scott C. Doney, 
Cristiane Elfes, Michael J. Fogarty, Steven D. Gaines, Kelsey I. Jacobsen, Leah 
Bunce Karrer, Heather M. Leslie, Elizabeth Neeley, Daniel Pauly, Stephen Polasky, 
Bud Ris, Kevin St Martin, Gregory S. Stone, U. Rashid Sumaila & Dirk Zeller. 2012. 
An index to assess the health and benefits of the global ocean. Nature. 
doi:10.1038/nature11397. 
 
The authors created an index comprising ten diverse public goals for a healthy 
coupled human–ocean system and calculated the index for every coastal country. 
This point I am raising is related to the institutional mechanisms above, since 
the state of a palce depends on the goals stakeholders have set and to what 
degree they implement the actions towards them. 
 
Sincere thanks, 
 
Miguel D. Fortes 
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