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PERMANENT DELEGATION OF BRAZIL TO JCAO AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS IN MONTREAL

The Permanecnt Delagation of Brazil to ICAO and other International Organizations in
Montreal presents its compliments to the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity and
wishes to refar to Notification 2009-021, on progress made with regard to the 2012 target for
marine protected arsas, Please find attached hereto the comments provided by the Brazilian
govemnment about this subject.

The Permanent Delegation of Brazil avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the
Sacretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity the assurances of its highest congideration.

Montreal, August 26th, 2009.
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COASTAL AND MARINE PROTECTED AREAS IN BRAZIL
Progress towards the 2012 target on ropresentative networks of marine protected areas

[ntreduction

The establishment of a representative and effective system of protected areas is
part of a global strategy for biodiversity conservation, taken as a goal to be
reached by the States Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity - CBD.

The CBD target - to reach at least 10% each of the world’s ecological regions of
effectively conserved - has also been extended for marine environments by 2012.
Out of 5,000 protected areas of the world, only 1,300 include marine and
coastal ecosystems, which corresponds to less than 1% of the area occupied by
oceans.

Wilth regard to the Brazilian coastal zone, protected areas represent a considerable
portion of the national territory. Nonetheless, less than 1.0 % of marine areas
under national jurisdiction are under any form of protection. The establishment of
new coastal and marine protected areas is, hence, recognized as a national priority,
and as a part of the national milestones for biodiversity. Resolution 03/2006 of
the National Commission on Biodiversity (CONABICQ) highlighted the need to
augment these areas in order to reach 10% of protected marine and coastal areas,
as well as 10% of full protection areas and/or no-take zones (areas where fishing
and other extractlve activities are forbidden ).

In order to increase the propordon of marine protected areas, the Ministry of the
Environment Is working te establish public policies and allocate resources to the
creation of new marine protected areas.

National Plan for Protected Areas {NPPA}

The establishment of protected areas or conservation units is one of the most
fundamental instruments for blological conservation. Brazil presents a relatively

extensive system of protected areas: B% of tts territory is registered under a form
of protection.

Following the Working Programme of Protected Areas of CBD, Brazil has designed
a National Plan for Protected Areas. The main purpose of this Plan is to establish
representative and effective terrestrial protected areas by 2010 and marine
protected area networks by 2012, This plan takes into consideraton the
conservation unlts, indigenous areas and quilombola lands.

As part of the National Plan for Protected Areas (NPPA), an expert group was
created to work on specific actions to coastal and marine areas, Including the use
of protected areas as a tool for fisheries management and for the restoration of
depleted stocks of overfished species. The design of this plan has taken into
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account the contributions of stakeholders, non-governmental organtiations,
universities and research institutes from different regions of the country.

The principles and guidelines of the Brazilian Natlonal Plan for Protected Areas
recognized in the Decree n® 5758, of 04/13/2006, reconcile biodiversity
conservation and socio-economic demands. Besides including these principles, the
Plan contained strategies to reach an effective system of protected areas.

The following premises have been agreed upon:

» The marine and coastal protected areas shall be designed for biodiversity
conservatlon and as fisheries management tools;

o The system shall be representative;

¢ The final percentage of each coastal and marlne ecosystem to be protected will
be defined after the realization of representatlveness assessments;

s The network design shall include the pressures, threats and conflicts associated
with the coast regarding the Exclusive Economic Zone, with a priority map to
be defined.

« The representative network shall be composed of: highly protected areas, where
extractive activities and other slgnificant human pressure are prevented ( in the
second case, at least minimized) so as to guarantee the integrity, structure,
functioning and exchange processes of ecosystems to be maintained or
recovered;

As regards the Implementation of coastal and marine protected area sites, it is
important t¢ mention the establishment of the Network of Coastal and Marine
Areas Program (Programa de Rede de Unidades Costeiras e Marinhas = RUMAR).
This program foresees the use of a large sum of resources resulting from
environmental compensation to be specifically used for marine protected areas.
The RUMAR was elaborated by the ICMBio, an Institute responsible for directing
the use of these resources to strengthen protected area sites and thus foster
institutional presence in the seas. In addition, ICMBio promotes an interaction of
protected areas with the Institute’s speciallzed centers, other governmental
organizations and research institutions.
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Figure 1: Hypothetical Ropresentation of a network of marine and eoastal protected
areas.

Priorities for Coastal and Marine Conservation:

[n the scope of the PN AP, Brazil has identified Priority Areas for the conservation,
sustainable use and benefit sharing of the Brazilian Biological Diversity

506 priority areas were indlcated as coastal zones (each one with interfaces with
the continental bipmass) and 102 in the marine zone. In a large number of these
areas, fisheries management was indicated, and also the creatlon of no-take zones.
These areas were recognized by Décree no. 5.092, of 03/21/2004 and MMA

Official Document no. 09, of 01/22/2007 from the Ministry of Environment
{MMA).
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No-take zones:

Marine protected areas are essential to conserve the biodiversity of the oceans and
to malntain fisheries productivity. Specialists have pointed out that “no-take
7ones” are an adequate Instrument for the recovery of collapsed stocks. Studies
have already Incorporated the importance of using marine and coastal
conservation units and no-take (areas) zomes as instruments for fisheries
management, which is also well recognized by the Ministry of the Environment and
the Ministry of Fisheries and Aquaculture (MPA).

Coastal and marine ecosystems projects:

Regarding specific conservaton programs for coastal and marine ecosystems,
one can name the GEF Mangrove, whose main objectives are to strengthen the
implemencation and management of protected areas In mangroves and to
Incorporate ecosystem fisheries management in these environments.

Given the enormous environmental and socioeconomic relevance of coral reefs,
the Ministry of the Environment has been leading and encouraging initiatives n
order to establish a network for the protection of corals. The mapping of the
shallow Brazilian reefs, a monitoring program associated with the Global Coral
Reef Monitoring Network (GCRMN), was established to insert the Brazilian data
In world-wide systems. Furthermore, capacity building has been developed and
awareness-building measures were implemented through the Coral Reef
Conservation Campaign.

At the B* Conference of the Parties to the CBD, held in Brazil, in the city of
Curitiba (March 2006), the Brazlian Government formally joined the
International  Coral Reef Initiative, which is c¢omposed of governments,
International organizations and NGOs. The Initiative aims at promoting the
conservation of reef environments and related ecosystems by implementing
Chapter 17 of Agenda 21, the CBD and other relevant international conventions.

The Chico Mendes Institute for Biodiversity Conservatlon

In 26" Aprii 2007, the Chico Mendes Instituto for the Conservation of
Bladlversity (/nstituto Chico Mendes de Conservagio da Biodiversidade - 1CMBio)
was created to undertake the management of federal protected areas.

This Institute is responsible for Implementing, managing, protecting, inspecting and
monitoring the protected areas set up by the State, as well as for the execution of
policies associated with the sustainable use of renewable natural resources, [CMBio
also encourages and implement programs for biodiversity research, protection,
preservation and conservation, in accordance with the guidelines established by the
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Ministry of Environment. Nowadays, it is responsible for managing 288 protected
areas, which cover abour 8% of the national territory,

New Marine Protected Areas and the MMA Plan

Different management categories have arlsen in accordance with new studies and
alternatives for natural resource conservation. The Brazilian National Protected
Areas System (SNUC in Portuguese), instituted by Law n® 9.985/2000, gathers
all categories into two major groups: those that come under full protection, aimed
at protecting fragments of natural ecosystems from any human interference; and
those suitable for sustainable use, where the exploitation resources is possible.

In March 2007, the National Registry of Conservation Units registered 310 full
protection units and 286 sustainable use unijts at both federal and state tevels,
covering 41.5 million hectares and 58.2 million hectares, respectively.

On the same date, the National Registry listed 505 units that protected about 98
million hectares of terrestrial environments or 11.49% of the country’s
continental territory, and 91 that protected marine ecosystems, equivalent to
0.59% of Brazil's marine area, !f we add the 575,000 hectares of existing private
reserves to the public protected areas, the area of the country that is integrated
into the protected areas system today exceeds one hundred million hectares.

According to more recent data from the National Registry of Conservation Units,
managed by the Ministty of Environment, Brazil has 596 federal and state
protected areas that are officlally recognlzed as being part of SNUC. [f these areas
were added to subtract overfaps, the System nowadays formally protects 997,000
km2 of the different Brazilian biomes. The Natlonal Confederation of Private
Natural Heritage Reserves has 5,750 km2 of private natural reserves, recoghized
as such at both federal and state levels. Hence, Brazil currently has approximately
1,05 million km2 of its territory designated as terrestrial and marine protected
areas.s

In the coastal and marine zones, the protected areas for sustalnable use represent a
significant part of the total, In spite of existing only a few of them numerically, the
states have a bigger area under thelr protectdon (see Table 1).

In june/2009 the government created two new conservation units: Cassuruba
Extractive Reserve in the state of Bahia , in a mangrove area near the Abrolhos
National Marine Park and Prainha do Canto Verde Extrative Reserve in the state
of Ceara . The Cassuruba Reserve has an area of 100.687 ha located between
Caravelas and Nova Vigosa city (Bahia) and will benefit 1000 famtlies that depend
on fisheries. Prainha do Canto Verde reserve has 29.000 ha. That means
approximately only 0,03% of Brazilian ZEEs.

For the biennium 2009-2010, the Minisuy of the Environment is developing a
plan for the establishment of marine protected areas that intends 1o meet the goals
of the CBD and CONABIO. Several projects to create marine and coastal
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protected areas are currently In different stages of creation and it is expected that
by the end of the government in 2010, new areas will be created. The intention is
to achieve the desired 10% in B yeats.



Fase:8-5

To: 95142886588

AUG-26-2882 11:37 From:

SIET AT 0 ol «%zr'o| eIEF 91 JAIISEY BARDRALY

(ury) vary ‘oN % (qmy "ON %| (omx} "ON {Ns) asn ajqeu|Easng
BOIY BHY

SVIN B0 SV 803818 SVJIR T8L0P9d | SILOS3IED /B3Ny P3N0

0r9%! gl %100 6Ig BT %2r°0( [80% 7 (d4) 10101

965 9 %000 0 I| %20 993 g easasey |vadolom

I I %00 0 0 %00'D I I 83n39Y aJr1 Pk

629¢C 82| %100 gre af  %60'0| <cIgE 1 RIEJ [BUODRY

713 8 %0DD 9 1| %100 817 L Topnk)§ [€ai20j0og

{zary) sery ‘ON % lzum) ‘0N %l (g ‘0N (41} uonda01d |Ing
vory BOxy

SN 18100 SYJN Sa)RIS SYdN [3I9p0 | SAUCENED/SERY PN

Y BE 000°00C £ - BROZ ATLIEP - BeY [0, T 13qBL,




Pase:9-9

To:95142885588

AUG-26-20@9 11:37 From:

[82°08 ar1| %g0°T| E808E %eb0| €971 g8 [Lale] ]
121°9% g:] wanr| wece yoea! z8e01 62 (nsy k101

a0l L %000 86 %000 zi 3 BO4Y JUBAS 0Y Lres;o[oog
LILT 0| ®I0T| ovvet| %R1G| 1979 01 | 627 10R967044 [BIUILUDIALY




	685420001
	685420001002
	685420001003
	685420001004
	685420001005
	685420001006
	685420001007
	685420001008
	685420001009


