
Next Steps
The Office of the Pacific Ocean Commissioner is already transforming the 

region’s approach to ocean management – but there is much more work to 

be done.

In 2016 the Office will focus on the following high-impact strategic priorities:

��-XULVGLFWLRQDO�ULJKWV�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV

��*RRG�RFHDQ�JRYHUQDQFH

��6XVWDLQDEOH�GHYHORSPHQW��PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�FRQVHUYDWLRQ

��/LVWHQLQJ��OHDUQLQJ��OLDLVLQJ�DQG�OHDGLQJ

��6XVWDLQLQJ�DFWLRQ

��$GDSWLQJ�WR�D�UDSLGO\�FKDQJLQJ�HQYLURQPHQW

Together we can build a 
secure future for Pacific people

How you can help
The Office of the Pacific Ocean Commissioner is 
seeking funding partnerships to support its work. 

Please email opoc@forumsec.org to find out more.

http://www.forumsec.org/pages.cfm/strategic-

partnerships-coordination/pacific-oceanscape/

pacific-ocean-commissioner.html

c/- Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, 

Private Mailbag, Suva, Fiji Islands

Office of the Pacific 
Ocean Commissioner
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The Office of the Pacific Ocean Commissioner
A small, dedicated, team of ocean experts supports the Commissioner. 
The Office’s role includes:

�� (QKDQFLQJ� FRRUGLQDWLRQ�� FROODERUDWLRQ� DQG� LQWHJUDWLRQ� �� ZLWK� D� IRFXV� RQ�
GHYHORSPHQW�HIIHFWLYHQHVV�DQG�LPSURYLQJ�UHWXUQ�RQ�LQYHVWPHQW�

�� $VVLVWLQJ�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQHU�WR�XQGHUWDNH�KLJK�OHYHO�DGYRFDF\�DQG�DZDUHQHVV�
DFWLYLWLHV�

�� 3URYLGLQJ�H[SHUWLVH�DQG�VXSSRUW�WR�3DFLILF�,VODQG�&RXQWULHV�DQG�7HUULWRULHV�RQ�
FURVV�VHFWRUDO�RFHDQ�LVVXHV��VXFK�DV�ELRGLYHUVLW\� LQ�DUHDV�EH\RQG�QDWLRQDO�
jurisdiction.

�� 'HYHORSLQJ�FRRUGLQDWHG�DSSURDFKHV�WR�PHDVXUHPHQW�DQG�UHSRUWLQJ���OLIWLQJ�
accountability.

� Promoting the work of Pacific Island Countries and Territories to establish 

PDULWLPH�ERXQGDULHV�DQG�H[WHQGHG�FRQWLQHQWDO�VKHOYHV�

�� $QDO\VLV� RI� OLQNDJHV� EHWZHHQ� RFHDQV� DQG� FOLPDWH� FKDQJH�� HQVXULQJ� WKH�
Pacific is well placed to meet the challenges ahead.

Our Ocean, Our Future
The Pacific Ocean covers almost one third of the globe. 

It is bigger than all of the continents put together.

For the people of the Pacific, the ocean is everything – 
life, culture, security, safety, prosperity, health and wellbeing.

But the Pacific Ocean is under threat from such things as 
overexploitation, habitat damage, pollution and climate 

change – requiring urgent action and innovative approaches.

Achievements

Credit: Andrew Tkach

As a result of the commitment of Pacific Leaders, a great 
deal has already been achieved: 

�� 3DFLILF� ,VODQG� &RXQWULHV� DQG� 7HUULWRULHV� HQGRUVHG� WKH� )UDPHZRUN� IRU� D�
Pacific Oceanscape – a guiding approach to ocean management that 

LQFOXGHV� FOHDU� JRDOV� DQG� DFWLYLWLHV�� ZLWKLQ� D� IUDPHZRUN� WR� WUDFN� DQG�
measure progress and enhance accountability.

�� (VWDEOLVKHG�3DFLILF�2FHDQ�$OOLDQFH�²�$�QHWZRUN�RI�SULYDWH��SXEOLF�DQG�FLYLO�
VHFWRU�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�DFWLQJ�WRJHWKHU�WR�DGYDQFH�DSSURDFKHV�WR�LQWHJUDWHG�
ocean management.

�� +LJK�SURILOH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�RFHDQ�DGYRFDF\�²�3DFLILF�2FHDQ�&RPPLVVLRQHU�
has pushed ocean management onto the international agenda at forums 

across the globe.

Pacific Ocean Commissioner

The Pacific Islands region is rising to the challenge. Work is 
underway to implement a world-leading, shared approach to 
ocean management, led by the Pacific Ocean Commissioner.

The approach has the backing of 22 Pacific Island Countries 
and Territories and incorporates over 40 million square 
kilometres of ocean and islands – bigger than the land-mass 
of China, Canada, USA, India and Australia combined.

The Commissioner is working to unite Pacific Countries 
and Territories through sustainable ocean management and 
use across this vast area – with a focus on coordination, 
collaboration and integration.

The initiative has the potential to be transformative for the 
region, with positive ramifications right across the globe.

“For the 
people of the 
Pacific, the 

ocean is 
everything”

Dame Meg Taylor

 Pacific Ocean Commissioner

Nothern Mariana Islands

Australia


