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SUSTAINABLE OCEAN INITIATIVE CAPACITY-BUILDING WORKSHOP FOR THE WIDER CARIBBEAN AND CENTRAL AMERICA
San José, Costa Rica, 20-24 February 2017
Information Note for Participants
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1. Opening and registration 


The Sustainable Ocean Initiative Capacity-Building Workshop for the Wider Caribbean and Central America will be held in San José, Costa Rica from 20 to 24 February 2017.

The meeting will start at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, 20 February, and registration will take place at the venue  as of 8:30 a.m. the same day.

2. Venue

The meeting will be held at:
Crowne Plaza San José Corobici Conference Center

Autopista General Cañas 

Costado Norte del Parque Metropolitano

San José, Costa Rica

Tel.: +506 2543 6000
Fax:  +506 2231 6063
E‑mail:  info@corobicicp.co.cr   


3. Working language of the meeting

The workshop will be conducted in Spanish and English.
4. Documents
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Participants are kindly reminded to bring their own copies of the documents for the workshop as there will be no extra copies made available on site.  Documents are available on the Secretariat’s web site at: 
https://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=SOIWS-2017-01
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5. General information on access to San José, Costa Rica 
San José is serviced by the Juan Santamaría International Airport (about 20 km from the hotel).  Taxis are available outside the arrivals hall of the airport (http://www.taxiaeropuerto.com/). It is advised to take the orange taxis.  The cost is about US $15-20 from the airport to the hotel, and the journey takes approximately 30 minutes.  The Crowne Plaza San José Corobici Conference Center offers free shuttle service to and from the  airport.  Kindly consult the hotel staff mentioned under item 8, below  (Ms. Sara Montero,   sara.montero@corobicicp.co.cr, or Mr. Daniel Vargas, daniel.vargas@corobicicp.co.cr)  for airport pick-up.
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Visa information 

Participants requiring a visa to enter Costa Rica are requested to contact the nearest Costa Rican diplomatic/consular representation in their country of residence as soon as possible in order to secure, in a timely manner, the required visa, well in advance of departure.  It should be noted that airline companies will not allow boarding in the absence of a valid visa.
Information on visas is provided by the Government of Costa Rica, General Direction of Immigration (in Spanish), and is attached as annex A and to this document (English list of countries requiring visa reproduced at the end of Annex a).  
Visa information in English is available at the following link:  http://www.migracion.go.cr/extranjeros/visas/visas_ingles/CONSULAR%20VISA.pdf 
7. Health Requirements 

A yellow fever vaccination certificate is required from travellers coming from countries with risk of yellow fever transmission.  A list of countries that are considered at risk of yellow fever transmission can be found at the following link: http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/yellowbook/2016/infectious-diseases-related-to-travel/yellow-fever#4728 
For more information on vaccination requirements for Costa Rica, please consult a medical professional.  
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8. Hotel information


A block booking has been made at the Crowne Plaza San José Corobici Conference Center (workshop venue) on behalf of all sponsored participants according to your flight arrangements. Any additional hotel services such as international calls, room service, bar, laundry, local transportation, additional meals etc. must be paid upon check out. Kindly note that if you have NOT been issued a funding letter that indicates that you are being funded by the Secretariat, you will need to pay for your hotel and other local expenses, except for lunches and coffee breaks (from Monday to Friday), which are being provided by the Secretariat.
Self-funded participants are requested to make their own hotel reservations and are encouraged to book at the recommended hotel.  A special rate of US $115.00 has been provided by the Crowne Plaza San José Corobici Conference Center for a single room including breakfast and airport shuttle.  Please contact the hotel directly using the reservation code:  CRC2828 for the negotiated rate.  The contact details for reservations are as follows:
	Ms. Sara Montero 

Sales Executive

E-mail:  sara.montero@corobicicp.co.cr
Phone:  +506-2543-6012
	Mr. Daniel Vargas
Sales Executive Assistant
E mail:  daniel.vargas@corobicicp.co.cr  

Phone:  +506-2543-6012


9. Payment of the Daily Subsistence Allowances (DSA)

The DSA will be paid to participants funded by the Secretariat during the meeting.  Participants will be informed of the details in due course.
10. Official languages in Costa Rica
The official language in Costa Rica is Spanish, but English is widely spoken at most tourist destinations and in the business community. 
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Weather and time zone information  

In February, temperatures in San José range between a maximum of +26°C in the daytime and a minimum of +16°C at night.  Current weather conditions can be found at: http://worldweather.wmo.int/en/city.html?cityId=1113.  

The standard time zone is GMT/UTC - 6 hours.
12. Electricity

The electrical currents in Costa Rica are 120 volts, 60 Hertz as shown in the illustrations below.  
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13. Currency 

The currency in Costa Rica is the Colón (colones plural) (CRC $).  The current exchange rate as at 16 January is US $1 = CRC $553.06 and (Euro) € 1 = CRC $586.27 (source:  www.xe.com, rates are subject to change).  The US dollar is frequently accepted in Costa Rica.

14. Disclaimer

The CBD Secretariat disclaims all responsibility for medical, accident and travel insurance, for compensation for death or disability compensation, for loss of or damage to personal property and for any other loss that may be incurred during travel time or the period of participation.  In this context, it is strongly recommended to secure international medical insurance for the period of participation prior to departure.
Annex A – Visa information 
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Dirección General de Migración y Extranjería Servicio, Justicia y Transparencia _ 

 PRINCIPALES CAMBIOS 
DIRECTRIZ DE INGRESO PARA NO RESIDENTES 
La Circular DG-0042-11-2016 Directriz de Ingreso para no residentes es una facultad de la Dirección General de Migración y Extranjería según artículo 46 de la Ley General de Migración y Extranjería que indica: 

ARTÍCULO 47.- 
La Dirección General establecerá las directrices generales de visas de ingreso y permanencia para no residentes, para personas extranjeras provenientes de determinados países o zonas geográficas, con base en los acuerdos y tratados internacionales vigentes y en las razones de seguridad, conveniencia u oportunidad para el Estado costarricense. 

Así las cosas, luego de dos años de estudios se procede a la emisión de una nueva directriz que contiene los cambios necesarios basados en acuerdos internacionales y conveniencia para el Estado Costarricense. 

Descripción de cambios 
1. La directriz sigue teniendo una división de cuatro grupos según lo establecen los Reglamentos de Visas y Control Migratorios sin embargo visualmente la directriz se divide en GRUPO SIN VISA, subdividida en dos por la vigencia del pasaporte Y GRUPO CON VISA CONSULAR Y RESTRINGIDA (tercer y cuarto grupo). Esto mejorará el entendimiento de los usuarios en general, y elimina la sensación de división por “categorías”. 

2. El transitorio III de la Directriz, sobre dependencias, pasa formar parte integral de la Directriz, para que se entienda correctamente que las dependencias no requieren visa de ingreso por ser parte de países de primer grupo. 

3. Se agregan secciones a la Directriz, para limpiar las anotaciones de los países, que ocasiona confusiones y se agregan anotaciones en Sección I: Regulaciones específicas, Sección II: Excepciones de Ingreso y Sección III: 

4. En la Sección II: 

 Se elimina posibilidad de ingreso con visa Schengen. (Ver anexo 1) 

 Se elimina posibilidad de ingreso con visa de Japón, ninguno de sus tipos. 

 Regulación de visa de doble ingreso nicaragüense pasa a Sección I. 

5. Se elimina regulaciones varias sobre la República Popular China, y esta pasa a ser tercer grupo completamente. Se agregan regulaciones específicas para el 
caso de pasaportes británicos de Hong Kong/Macao y exoneración de visa pasaporte de asuntos públicos. Por disposición reglamentaria, las personas menores de edad de nacionalidad china, serán autorizadas por la Comisión de Visas Restringidas. 

6. Se agrega excepción de visa consular para personas cubanas con pasaporte de servicio. 

7. ATENCION: Las permanencias legales deben demostrarse fehacientemente ante el oficial de control migratorio. Los documentos de permanencia legal deben contener medidas de seguridad establecidas por la Organización de Aviación Civil Internacional (OACI) obligatoriamente. No se aceptarán sellos, documentos escritos a mano, hojas, documentos que indican residencias en trámite o documentos con alteraciones. Obligatoriamente los documentos deben contener la traducción al idioma español apostillada o legalizada, en caso de contar con traducción al idioma inglés quedará a discreción de la autoridad migratoria costarricense permitir el ingreso a territorio nacional. 

8. En la Sección III, nuevos procesos para Cónsules Generales y la eliminación de visas consulares para Cónsules Honorarios, dejando como opción la visa consultada. 

9. El transitorio II (antes transitorio III) deroga la circular DG-0022-08-2014 a partir de la publicación de las nuevas directrices en el Diario Oficial La Gaceta. 

PAÍSES QUE CAMBIARON DE GRUPO 
A GRUPO SIN VISA CONSULAR (PRIMER GRUPO) 

 PERU 

 ESTADO DE CATAR 

 EMIRATOS ÁRABES UNIDOS 

A GRUPO SIN VISA CONSULAR (SEGUNDO GRUPO) 

- UCRANIA 

- KAZAJISTÁN 

- MALASIA 

- TAIWAN 

- ESTADO DE BRUNEI 
ENGLISH LIST (FROM ABOVE) OF 

COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES WHOSE CITIZENS REQUIRE A VISA IN ORDER 
TO ENTER COSTA RICA AS A VISITOR 
Citizens of the following countries and territories require a visa to visit or transit Costa Rica:
A

Afghanistan*
Albania*
Algeria*
Angola

Armenia

Azerbaijan

B

Bahrain

Bangladesh*
Belarus

Benin

Bhutan

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Botswana

Burkina Faso

Burundi

C

Cabo Verde

Cambodia*
Cameroon

Central African Republic

Chad

China

Colombia*
Comoros

Congo, Democratic 
Republic of the*
Congo, Republic of the

Cote d’Ivoire

Cuba

D

Djibouti

Dominican Republic

E

East Timor

Ecuador

Egypt

Equatorial Guinea

Eritrea

Ethiopia

G

Gabon

Gambia

Georgia

Ghana

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

H

Haiti

I

India

Indonesia

Iran, Islamic Republic of

Iraq

J 

Jamaica

Jordan

K 

Kazakhstan

Kenya

Kiribati

Korea, Democratic People’s 
Republic of 

Kuwait

Kyrgyzstan

L

Lao, People’s Democratic 
Republic of

Lebanon

Lesotho

Liberia

Libya 

M

Madagascar

Malawi

Mali

Marshall Islands

Mauritania

Moldova

Morocco

Mozambique

Myanmar

N

Namibia

Nepal

Nicaragua

Niger

Nigeria

O

Oman

P

Pakistan

Papua New Guinea

Palestinian Authority

R

Rwanda

S

Saudi Arabia*

Senegal

Serbia

Sierra Leone 

Somalia*
South Sudan
Sri Lanka

Sudan

Swaziland

Syrian Arab Republic

T

Tajikistan

Tanzania, United Republic 
of

Thailand

The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia

Togo

Tonga

Tunisia

Turkmenistan

U

Uganda

Uzbekistan

V

Viet Nam

Y

Yemen

Z

Zambia

Zimbabwe
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