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1. Opening and registration 

The Regional Workshop for Latin America and the Caribbean on the review of Implementation of the Programme of Work on Protected Areas will be held in Bogota, Colombia from Monday, 2 November to Thursday, 5 November 2009.  
The workshop will start at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, 2 November, and registration will take place at the venue of the workshop at 8:30 a.m. the same day.  
2. Venue

The workshop will be held at: 

The Sheraton Bogota Hotel

Avenida Eldorado #69C-80 

Bogota, Colombia 

Tel:  + (57) (1) 210-5000

Fax:  + (57) (1) 210-5003 
3. Working languages 

The workshop will be held in English and Spanish. 

4. Documents
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Participants are kindly reminded to bring their own copies of the pre-session documents for the workshop as there will be no extra copies made available on site during the workshop.  Pre‑session documents are available on the Secretariat’s web site at:


http://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=WSPOWPA-LAC-01  
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5. General information on access to Bogota
Bogotá is serviced by the El Dorado International Airport (13 km from downtown).  Transportation from and to the airport will be provided to all participants by the National Parks Unit, the host of the Workshop.  Please send as soon as possible your arrival and departure dates and times, including flight number and your name and coordinates to the designated contact person namely Ms. Yenny Gonzalez (yenny.gonzalez@sheratonbogota.com).

Please note that there is a departure tax of about US $28 for flights out of Colombia.  The amount must be paid in cash.
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6. Visa information 

Participants from countries listed in annex A below do not require an entry visa for Colombia and all other participants are strongly advised to contact the nearest Colombian diplomatic or consular mission as soon as possible in order to secure the required entry visa in a timely manner, prior to departure.  Please note that airline companies will not allow boarding in the absence of a valid visa.
Information on visa procedures, including a list of relevant Colombia diplomatic/consular missions abroad, is available on the web site of the Embassy of Colombia at:  http://colombiaemb.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=108&Itemid=131. 

General Requirements to apply for a Colombian visa are:

· Passport with an expiration date of minimum 3 months, with enough pages.  Copy of the main and used pages; 

· Application form completed and signed; 

· (3) Three photographs passport size, must have white background.

To facilitate the issuance of visas, the Secretariat will issue upon request invitation letters to be attached to the visa applications.
7. Health requirements

There are no vaccination requirements for any international traveller to Colombia.
8. Hotel information

A block booking has been made at the Hotel Sheraton Bogota on behalf of all participants in the Workshop.  
The arrangements made by the Secretariat on behalf of the sponsored participants include hotel accommodation at a single occupancy rates and three meals breakfast, lunch and dinner).  Any extras, such as telephone, room upgrade, bar, laundry, e-mail, restaurant, etc. are at the expense of the sponsored participants and must be settled upon checking out.  

Non-sponsored participants may avail themselves of the block booking at the Hotel Sheraton Bogota.  A special rate is offered for non-sponsored participants at rate of COP 327,150 (approx. US $175) (which consists of COP 291,500, plus 10% tax (IVA), plus 5,500 insurance, plus 1,000 tourism tax).  The rate includes breakfast only; lunch will be provided by the National Parks Unit.  Please confirm your reservation no later than 25 October 2009.  Past this deadline rooms, which are not confirmed will revert back to the hotel for resale.  For the purposes of shuttle bus arrangement, please refer to heading 5 above.


Below please find two recommended hotels located in the area of the Sheraton:

	Bogota Marriott Hotel

Av. El Dorado # 69b - 53 

Bogota, Colombia 

Tel:  + 57 1 4851111 

Fax:  +57 1 4851112 

Web site:  http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/bogmc-bogota-marriott-hotel/
Rate:  Deluxe King or Double:  US $149 (first two days) US $215 thereafter
	GHL Hotel Capital

Calle 25 B No 69 A 50 Bogotá

Reservations: +57 1 423 3001

Fax: 57 1 423 3003.

http://www.ghlhoteles.com/hotel.php3?id=3
Standard Queen US $139


Further information on Bogota is available at the following web-site: 



http://english.bogotaturismo.gov.co/ 

Participants are kindly reminded that they have to make their own hotel reservations as soon as possible but no later than 25 October 2009.  
9. Payment of the Daily Subsistence Allowances (DSA)

Sponsored participants will receive relevant portion of their DSA on the first day of the workshop. 

10. Official languages in Colombia
The official language in Colombia is Spanish.  English is understood in hotels and restaurants. 

11. [image: image14.wmf]Weather and time zone information  
In November, temperatures in Bogota usually range between a maximum of +16°C in the daytime and a minimum of +8°C at night.  Current weather conditions in the area can be found at:  http://www.worldweather.org/057/c00157.htm . 

The standard time zone will be GMT/UTC -5 hours. 
12. Electricity

The electrical currents in Colombia are 110-120 volts, 60 Hertz a (two-pin flat and vertical with a ground connection).
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13. Currency 
The currency in Colombia is the Colombian Pesos (COP).  The current exchange rate as at 21 October 2009 is US $1 = COP 1,873.00 and (Euro) € 1 = COP 2,798.02. 

14. Disclaimer

The CBD Secretariat disclaims all responsibility for medical, accident and travel insurance, for compensation for death or disability compensation, for loss of or damage to personal property and for any other loss that may be incurred during travel time or the period of participation.  In this context, it is strongly recommended to secure international medical insurance for the period of participation prior to departure. 
Annex  A – Country Listing
COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES WHOSE CITIZENS DO NOT REQUIRE VISAS IN ORDER TO ENTER COLOMBIA AS VISITORS (AS LISTED ON THE WEB SITE OF THE EMBASSY OF COLOMBIA) 

Citizens of the following countries and territories require a visa to visit or transit Colombia:

A

Andorra
Antigua and Barbuda

Argentina

Australia

B

Bahamas
Barbados

Belgium

Belize

Bolivia

Brazil

Brunei-Darussalam

C

Canada
Chile

Costa Rica

Croatia

Cyprus

Czech Republic
D

Denmark
Dominica

Dominican Republic

E

Ecuador
El Salvador

Estonia
F

Finland
France
G

Germany
Grenada
Greece
Guatemala]
Guyana

H

Honduras
Hungary

I

Iceland
Indonesia

Ireland

Israel

Itlay
J 

Jamaica
Japan

K
Korea, Democratic People’s 
Republic of 

L

Latvia

Liechtenstein
Lithuania

Luxembourg

M

Malta

Mexico

Monaco

N

Netherlands
New Zealand
Norway

P

Panama
Paraguay

Peru

Philippines

Portugal
R

Romania
S

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines
San Marino

Singapore
Slovakia
South Africa
Spain
Suriname
Sweden

Switzerland

T

Trinidad and Tobago
Turkey
U

United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern 
Ireland
United States of America
Uruguay
V

Venezuela
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