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IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 7

Report of the meeting of a liaison group on biological diversity indicators

1. A meeting of a liaison group on biological diversity indicators was held from Friday, 30 May to Monday,
2 June at the Wageningen International Conference Centre, The Netherlands, at the invitation of the Government
of the Netherlands.

2.  The liaison group had been established in accordance with the modus operandi of the Subsidiary Body
on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) to assist the Executive Secretary with the
preparation of the background documents on the implementation of Article 7 of the Convention required for the
third meeting of the SBSTTA (items 7.1, 7.2 and 7.3 of the provisional agenda).

3. The list of participants is contained in the Annex to this document.

Agenda item 1. Opening of the meeting

4. The meeting was opened at 2 p.m. on Friday, 30 May by Dr. H. Smit, Director of the National Reference
Centre for Nature Management, who welcomed the participants on behalf of the Government of the Netherlands.

5. A member of the Secretariat welcomed participants on behalf of the Executive Secretary.

Agenda item 2. Organisational matters
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6. The liaison group choose Mr. Braulio Dias to act as facilitator for the meeting.
 
7. The draft annotated agenda prepared by the Secretariat (UNEP/CBD/Ind/LG/1/1) was considered and
adopted. 
 
8. The liaison group considered the organisation of work of the meeting and decided to consider first the
draft document on recommendations for a preliminary core set of indicators of biological diversity, particularly
those related to threats.

Agenda item 3. Proposed mechanism of work of the meeting

9. The meeting had before it three preliminary draft documents prepared prior to the meeting by members of
the liaison group. It was agreed that the task of the meeting was to review these drafts; analyse the conformity of
the scope and treatment to the guidance given in recommendation II/1 of the SBSTTA and in decision III/10 of
the Conference of the Parties; suggest amendments and additions; and assist the Executive Secretary with the
preparation of the final drafts of the documents.

Agenda item 4. Addressing the issue-areas

10. The liaison group held six sessions, during which it considered the following issues, in accordance with
recommendation II/1 of the SBSTTA and in decision III/10 of the Conference of the Parties: 
 

(a)  Provision of scientific advice and further guidance to assist in the national elaboration of Annex I of the
Convention;

 
(b)  Review of methodologies for assessment of biological diversity;
 
(c)  Current approaches to indicator development and recommendations for a preliminary core set of indicators

of biological diversity, particularly those related to threats, and options for capacity-building in developing
countries in the application of guidelines and indicators for subsequent national reports.

Agenda item 5.  Other matters

11. No other matters were considered.

Agenda item 6.  Finalisation and adoption of the reports

12.  At its sixth and final session on Monday, 2 June 1997, the liaison group considered the proposed
amendments to the three documents. It agreed upon procedures for finalising the drafting of the documents,
circulating these drafts amongst the members of the group and submitting its final recommendations to the
Executive Secretary.

13. It was agreed that the Secretariat should post on the Internet the final documents to be submitted to the
SBSTTA with a call for comments and review by Parties and other relevant organisations. The Executive
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Secretary was encouraged to compile comments received in this way and to make them available to the SBSTTA
for information.

14. It was noted that, following consideration by the SBSTTA of the documents under preparation and in
light of any additional recommendations arising out of the third meeting, further work would need to be
undertaken by the Executive Secretary, in particular on the development of a core set of indicators. It was
recommended that the Executive Secretary continue to make use of available expertise through a liaison group
and that for this purpose, additional experts from international and regional organizations, including non-
governmental organizations and scientific unions and societies, be identified to contribute to such work.

Agenda item 7.  Closure of the Meeting

10.  Following an expression of thanks to the host Government and to the support staff, the meeting was
closed at 1 p.m. on Monday, 2 June 1997.

- - - - -

ANNEX

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Present at the meeting

Ben ten Brink
National Institute for Public Health and Environmental Protection (RIVM)
Bilthoven, The Netherlands
tel:  +31 30 274 2210
fax: +31 30 274 4419
email: Ben.ten.Brink@rivm.nl

Dirk Bryant
Biodiversity Indicators Research Coordinator
World Resources Institute
Washington DC, USA
tel:  +1 202 662 2572
fax: +1 202 628 0878
email: dirk@wri.org

Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias
General Coordinator of Biodiversity Policy and Programs
Ministry of Environment, Water Resources and the Amazon Region
Brasilia D.F., Brazil
tel:  +55 61 317 1042/1043
fax: +55 61 317 1209
e-mail: bfdias@mma.gov.br
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Nigel Dudley
Consultant
Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF)
tel: +44 117 942 8674
fax: as phone
email: 100705.3457@compuserve.com

Ybele Hoogeveen
Deputy Head, Nature Section
National Reference Centre for Nature Management
Wageningen, The Netherlands
tel:  +31 317 474840
fax: +31 317 427561
email: y.r.hoogeveen@ikcn.agro.nl

Martin Jenkins
World Conservation Monitoring Centre
Cambridge, UK
tel:  +44 1223 277314
fax: +44 1223 277136
email: Martin.Jenkins@wcmc.org.uk

John Waugh
The World Conservation Union - IUCN
Washington DC, USA
tel:  +1 202 797 5454
fax: +1 202 797 5461
email: jwaugh@iucnus.org

Invited, but unable to attend

Tim Boyle
Principal Scientist
Centre for International Forestry Research (CIFOR)
Bogor, Indonesia
tel:  +62 251 622 622
fax: +62 251 622 100
email: cifor@cgnet.com

Sheldon Cohen
Coordinator
Biodiversity Action Network (Bionet)
Washington, DC
tel:  +1 202 547 8902
fax: +1 202 265 0222
email: bionet@igc.apc.org
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David Downes
Centre for International Environmental Law (CIEL)
Washington DC, USA
tel:  +1 202 332 4840
fax: +1 202 332 4865
email: ddownes@igc.apc.org

Edgar Gutierrez Espeleta
National Commission on Sustainable Development Information
University of Costa Rica
San José, Costa Rica
tel:  +506 382 7952
fax: +506 283 5110
email: egutierr@cariari.ucr.ac.cr

Secretariat
Tony Gross
Officer-in-charge, Division of Implementation and Communication
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
Montreal, Canada
tel:  +1 514 288 2220
fax: +1 514 288 6588
email: biodiv@mtl.net
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