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INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES: REPORT ON HOW PARTIES, OTHER GOVERNMENTS AND RELEVANT ORGANIZATIONS ARE ADDRESSING GAPS AND INCONSISTENCIES IN THE INTERNATIONAL REGULATORY FRAMEWORK
Note by the Executive Secretary

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In response to paragraphs 2-6 of decision IX/4 A, the Executive Secretary, in  collaboration with the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC), the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), the World Trade Organization (WTO), the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, the Standards and Trade Development Facility (STDF), the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), and the Global Invasive Species Program (GISP) agreed to develop a guidance and prepare workshops in collaboration with relevant organizations to implement the WTO Sanitary and Phytosanitary Agreement. This workshop was convened at the second meeting of the Inter-agency Liaison Group on Invasive Alien Species,  held from 14 to 15 February 2011, in Geneva Switzerland.
[Responses of Parties and other Governments to notification SCBD/STTM/JM/JSH/cr/76478, requesting that they report on actions formally through their national delegations to the World Organization for Animal Health, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the World Trade Organization to address gaps and inconsistencies in the regulatory framework on invasive species, will not be received by the Secretariat until the closing date of 25 July 2011. Therefore, the present document can only be completed once the required information has been received, compiled and analyzed.]   
INTRODUCTION
1. The Conference of the Parties adopted decision VIII/27 which addressed gaps and inconsistencies in the international regulatory framework on invasive species. In that decision, 14 pathways for the introduction of alien species were identified as needing to be addressed by Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations.
2. Notification SCBD/STTM/JM/JSH/cr/76478 was issued on 16 June 2011, inviting comments on how Parties, other governments and organizations are addressing gaps and inconsistencies in the regulatory framework on invasive species. Best practices to address gaps and inconsistencies in the international regulatory framework are based on the responses of Parties and other Governments to this notification and are outlined in section II below (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/INF/15/xx). Section III describes the progress on collaboration among the relevant organizations addressing the gaps and inconsistencies of the international regulatory framework on invasive alien species.
3. In paragraphs 2-6 of decision IX/4, the Conference of the Parties invited relevant organizations to expand their coverage and address gaps and inconsistencies in the international regulatory framework with regard to international standards covering invasive alien species, to include animals that are not pests of plants under the IPPC nor diseases that are listed by the OIE.
4. In paragraph 6 of the same decision, the Conference of the Parties encourages Parties and other Governments to raise these issues formally through their national delegations to the OIE, the FAO and the WTO.
5. In paragraph 8 of decision X/38, the Conference of the Parties recalls decisions VI/23*, VII/13, VIII/27 and IX/4, and recognizes the need to further facilitate and enhance the implementation of these decisions. The Executive Secretary followed-up with the secretariats of the IPPC, OIE, WTO, FAO and other relevant organizations regarding the following points:
(a) International standards covering invasive alien species to include animals that are neither pests of plants under the IPPC nor diseases listed by the OIE;
(b) Use existing instruments (such as capacity building programs and risk assessment tools) of the international organizations to develop capacity to apply existing international standards;
(c) Apply existing international standards and develop learning materials for Parties to the Convention to prevent and minimize the risks associated with introduction of alien species .
6. In paragraph 13 of decision X/38, the Conference of the Parties requested the Executive Secretary to report on progress on the above matters, to the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) at a meeting prior to the eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties. As such, section III of the present document has been prepared to report on the implementation of relevant activities from decision VIII/27, IX/24 and X/38 including a report on the progress of collaboration among relevant organizations addressing the gaps and inconsistencies of the international regulatory framework on invasive alien species.
7. An earlier draft of this note was posted for review from 17 June to 19 July 2011 in accordance with notification 2011-xxx, and the comments received have been incorporated as appropriate.
II.
 ADDRESSING THE GAPS AND INCONSISTENCIES IN THE INTERNATIONAL REGULATORY FRAMEWORK ON INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES – ACTIONS BY PARTIES AND OTHER GOVERNMENTS
[responses from Parties and other Governments will be inserted in due course]
III. 
 ADDRESSING GAPS AND INCONSISTENCIES IN THE INTERNATIONAL REGULATORY FRAMEWORK ON INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES - ACTIONS BY RELEVANT ORGANIZATIONS
8. Pursuant decision X/38, for the second meeting of the the Inter-agency Liaison Group on Invasive Alien Species, the secretariats of relevant international organizations met in Geneva, Switzerland from 14 to 15 February 2011. Its report is accessible at http://cbd.int.invasive/lg. 
9. Progress undertaken by the international organizations participating in the Inter-agency Liaison Group on Invasive Alien Species includes:

(a) The IPPC prepared a discussion paper on invasive plants in aquatic environments for the Sixth Session of the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures;
(b) The IPPC is currently developing standards on “Minimizing pest movement by sea containers and conveyances in international trade” and “Minimizing pest movement by air containers and aircrafts” as International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPMs) through the IPPC standard-setting process;

(c) The IPPC had carried out a member consultation on a draft ISPM on “Plants as pest (plant for planting)” which is scheduled for presentation to the seventh meeting of the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures ( CPM7) in 2012;
(d) The OIE was to consider criteria for listing diseases and the availability of relevant expertise, and also  consider continuing to develop recommendations on diseases that primarily affect wild rather than domestic animals, including by revising the OIE Terrestrial Code, possibly by May 2012
(e) The OIE was to explore options for developing a paper examining the possibility of broadening its mandate to address invasive alien species that are animals, i.e. in addition to the OIE listed diseases that constitute the current OIE mandate;
(f) Under Resolution  Conf. 13.10 (Rev. CoP14) on  Trade in alien invasive species, it is recommended that CITES Parties:
(i) Consider the problems of invasive species when developing national legislation and regulations that deal with the trade in live animals or plants; 
(ii) Consult with the Management Authority of a proposed country of import, when possible and when applicable, when considering exports of potentially invasive species, to determine whether there are domestic measures regulating such imports; and 
(iii) Consider the opportunities for synergy between CITES and the Convention on Biological Diversity and explore appropriate cooperation and collaboration between the two Conventions on the issue of introductions of alien species that are potentially invasive
(iv) A report on the key points noted above was submitted to SBSTTA 14 as UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/14/16/Rev.1
(g) CITES continues collaboration with the CBD to explore additional means to address invasive alien species listed in CITES appendices.
10. The relevant international organizations also discussed capacity-building requirements of Parties to the CBD and Member states to the relevant international agreements and concluded the following:
(a) The Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and its implementation at the national level through National Biodiversity Strategies and Action plans (NBSAPs) should incorporate the issue of invasive alien species (IAS). The CBD Secretariat will include the issue of IAS on the agenda of a series of workshops they are organizing to assist countries in developing their  NBSAPs;

(b) The SPS Secretariat agreed to help increase awareness of IAS by including this issue on the agenda of the various workshops on national and regional coordination in the SPS area;

(a) The Liaison Group members should collaborate to develop simple explanatory guides:

(i) For CBD Parties on the application of international standards developed by the IPPC and OIE to address invasive alien species;

(ii) For the SPS-related community (WTO, IPPC, OIE and Codex Alimentarius) on the issue of invasive alien species and biodiversity as these relate to international trade; and
(iii)  Disseminate the guides through the workshops mentioned in paragraph 10 a-b above and Clearing-House Mechanism, as appropriate,
(b) The Working Group of Standards and Trade Development Facility (STDF) will consider a proposal for an STDF seminar on international trade and invasive species in 2012;

(c) Secretariats of the CBD and STDF share information on tools and guidance, case‑studies, and on the capacity development workshops planned by the different organizations on Web sites mutually, as appropriate.

11. It was noted that the stronger links with the World Customs Organization, Ramsar Convention and the Green Customs Initiative, as well as with regional groups that have strategies related to phytosanitary measures and/or invasive alien species may assist further facilitation of addressing the issues of invasive alien species at national level. As such the Liaison Group recommended that such organizations and conventions be invited to the future meetings of the group.
---
