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Draft recommendation submitted by the Co-Chair  

The Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice, 

 Having reviewed the revised technical rationales and proposed indicators as well as the online 

toolkit for the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/16/11, annexes I and II),  

Acknowledging the progress made by Parties, other Governments, relevant organizations and 

stakeholders in implementing the updated Global Strategy for Plant Conservation 2011-2020,  

1. Recalling paragraph 10 (b) of decision X/17, in which the Conference of the Parties 

requested the Executive Secretary to develop, by 2012, an online version of the toolkit for the Global 

Strategy for Plant Conservation in all United Nations official languages, requests the Executive Secretary, 

in collaboration with Botanic Gardens Conservation International and the Global Partnership for Plant 

Conservation, to proceed with the translation of the toolkit into the official languages of the United 

Nations as a matter of urgency; 

2. Recommends that the Conference of the Parties adopts at its eleventh meeting a decision 

along the following lines: 

“The Conference of the Parties 

1. Acknowledges the financial contributions in support of the implementation of the 

Global Strategy for Plant Conservation from Finland, Japan, Spain, the United Kingdom and the 

Rufford Foundation and contributions from other partners, including the members of the Global 

Partnership for Plant Conservation;  

2. Recalling decision X/17, urges Parties and invites other Governments, the 

financial mechanism, and funding organizations to provide adequate, timely, and sustainable 

support to the implementation of the Strategy, especially for developing countries, in particular 

least developed countries and small island developing States, as well as Parties with economies in 

transition;   

3. Expresses its gratitude to the Missouri Botanical Garden for organizing the 

International Conference: A Global Partnership for Plant Conservation – Supporting the 

worldwide implementation of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation and for hosting the 

fourth meeting of the Liaison Group on the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation; 

4. Taking note of the links between targets of the updated Global Strategy for Plant 

Conservation 2011-2020 and the Aichi Biodiversity Targets of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 

2011-2020 contained in the report of the fourth meeting of the Liaison Group for the Global 

Strategy (document UNEP/CBD/LG-GSPC/4/2, annex IV), reiterates the call in decision X/17 

inviting Parties and other Governments to develop or update national and regional targets as 

appropriate, and, where appropriate, to incorporate them into relevant plans, programmes and 

initiatives, including national biodiversity strategies and action plans, and to align the further 
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implementation of the Strategy with national and/or regional efforts to implement the Strategic 

Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020;  

5. Takes note of the terms and technical rationale contained in annex I to the note 

by the Executive Secretary on progress in implementing decision X/17 prepared for the sixteenth 

meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice 

(UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/16/11) and encourages Parties and invites other Governments and 

relevant organizations to:  

(a) Make use of the technical rationale, as appropriate and as part of the flexible 

framework provided through the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation, for example by adapting 

them to guide the development/update and promotion of national plant conservation strategies 

and their integration in national biodiversity strategies and action plans, sectoral strategies, 

land-use plans and development plans, taking into account specific national circumstances; 

(b) Make available examples of national use and application of the technical 

rationale for possible inclusion in the toolkit for the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation;  

6. Agrees that monitoring the implementation of the Global Strategy for Plant 

Conservation, including the use of indicators, should be seen in the broader context of, and linked 

to, the monitoring, review and evaluation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and 

notes in this context: 

(a) The relevance of the indicator framework for the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 

2011-2020 and the Aichi Biodiversity Targets;
1
  

(b) The analysis, contained in annex II to the note by the Executive Secretary on 

progress in implementing decision X/17 prepared for the sixteenth meeting of the Subsidiary 

Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/16/11), on the 

applicability to the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation of indicators contained in 

recommendation XV/1 of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological 

Advice; 

7. Emphasizing that the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation should be 

implemented in accordance with the Convention including its Article 15, and with the Nagoya 

Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising 

from their Utilization to the Convention on Biological Diversity,2 where applicable, requests the 

Executive Secretary to reflect this inter alia in the toolkit as appropriate;  

8. Requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with the Biodiversity 

Indicators Partnership and other relevant organizations, when preparing indicator-based 

information for Global Biodiversity Outlook-4, to disaggregate information relevant to plant 

conservation, where possible; 

9. Encourages Parties and other Governments to provide, on a voluntary basis, 

information about progress towards the targets of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation, 

where feasible and appropriate, to supplement their fifth national report and, in this context, to 

consider the application, in a flexible manner, of the indicative list of Strategic Plan indicators to 

the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation; 

10. Recalling paragraph 10 (b) of decision X/17, in which the Conference of the 

Parties requested the Executive Secretary to develop, by 2012, an online version of the toolkit for 

the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation in all United Nations official languages: 

                                                      
1
 The indicator framework for the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the Aichi Biodiversity Targets has been agreed 

by the Subsidiary Body in recommendation XV/1. 
2
 Decision X/1, annex I. 
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(a) Welcomes the preparation of the English version of the online toolkit for the 

Global Strategy for Plant Conservation and expresses gratitude to Botanic Gardens Conservation 

International for coordinating the development of the toolkit by the flexible coordination 

mechanism for the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation; 

(b) Requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with Botanic Gardens 

Conservation International and the Global Partnership for Plant Conservation, to proceed with the 

translation of the toolkit into the official languages of the United Nations; 

(c) Decides that the toolkit for the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation should be 

maintained and further developed as a resource to which additional material should be added as it 

becomes available, and urges Parties and invites other Governments and relevant organizations to 

make use of and further contribute to the toolkit; 

(d)  Requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with the Global Partnership 

for Plant Conservation, to include in the online toolkit guidance on gene banking, translocation 

and recovery of plant species impacted by climate change;  

11. Reiterates the call in decisions X/17 and VII/10 inviting Parties and other 

Governments, where they have not done so, to identify national focal points for the Global 

Strategy for Plant Conservation;  

12. Takes note of the initiative of the Executive Secretary to develop guidance, 

including for national focal points, in collaboration with the flexible coordination mechanism for 

the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation, to support implementation of the Strategy, and 

requests the Executive Secretary to make this guidance available through the toolkit;  

13. Invites Parties and other Governments, to enhance their engagement with partner 

organizations, including members of the Global Partnership for Plant Conservation and of the 

Consortium of Scientific Partners, for the development and implementation of the 

national/subnational strategies and targets; 

14. Invites botanical and other biodiversity conservation institutions, members of the 

Global Partnership for Plant Conservation and members of the Consortium of Scientific Partners 

on Biodiversity to incorporate relevant aspects of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation into 

their capacity-building activities and training materials, outreach programmes and 

awareness-raising activities, in order to support Parties as appropriate in enhancing national 

implementation of the Strategy; 

15. Requests the Executive Secretary to assist Parties in establishing linkages 

between monitoring of national implementation of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation and 

review and revision of updated national biodiversity strategies and action plans, including by 

inviting relevant experts to regional and subregional capacity-building workshops on national 

biodiversity strategies and action plans where possible;  

16. Welcomes the reference to the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation in the draft 

Resolution (paragraph 7 of document PC20 Doc. 13) of the Plants Committee of the Convention 

on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), which is being 

submitted for consideration at the sixteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties of CITES. 

17. Welcomes the initiative of the Missouri Botanical Garden, the New York 

Botanical Garden, the Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, and the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, 

and their partner organizations and supporters worldwide to lead the development of a World 

Flora Online by 2020 to facilitate the achievement of target 1 of the Global Strategy.  
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