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1. Opening and registration 

The African Regional Indigenous and Local Community preparatory meeting for the eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the CBD will be held in Bujumbura, Burundi from 9 to 14 June 2012
The meeting will start at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, 9 June 2012, and registration will take place at the venue of the meeting from 8:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. the same day.  
2. Venue
The meeting will be held at: 

SUN SAFARI CLUB HOTEL

Avenue Mao Tsé Toung 
BP: 2882, 
Bujumbura, Burundi

Telephone: (+257) 2221 0007 / (+257) 2225 4241  
Fax:  (+257) 2224 4521
Web site:  www.sunsafariclubhotel.com
E-mail:  sunsafariclubhotel@yahoo.com; info@sunsafariclubhotel.com  

3. Working language of the meeting
The meeting will be held in English and French with interpretation for the plenary sessions of the meeting.
4. Documents
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Participants will receive a CD with meting documents and relevant documents will be available for participants of the meeting.  All documents for the meeting can be found at the following link:  
https://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=8J-PREPCOP11-01
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5. General information on access to Bujumbura, Burundi
The city of Bujumbura is serviced by the Bujumbura International Airport (8-10 km from downtown).  More information about the airport can be found at: http://airport.airlines-inform.com/Bujumbura-International.html. The Sun Safari Club Hotel is providing shuttle service for participants who will be picked up at the airport. 
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Participants requiring an entry visa for Burundi will receive a letter from the Burundian Immigration office, allowing them to board the plane. They will receive their actual visa upon arrival.

All participants must travel with a passport valid for at least 6 months from the date of entry into the country and have one blank page in the passport available for the visa stamp.

Information on visa procedures is available on the web site at:  http://burundi.travisa.com/TVSVisaInstructions.aspx?CountryID=BI&&PartnerID=TA&GLID=AUS
7. Health requirements
The International travel, health and vaccination requirements for travel to Burundi can be obtained from the World Health Organization (WHO) web site at: http://apps.who.int/tools/geoserver/www/ith/index.html
Travellers to Burundi require a yellow fever vaccination certificate for travellers over 1 year of age.
For more information, please consult a medical professional with regard to the vaccination requirements for your travel.

8. Hotel information
A block booking has been made on behalf of all participants at the Sun Safari Club Hotel. Participants planning to arrive earlier for personal reasons (earlier than required for the meeting taking into account flight arrivals) should contact the hotel directly.
Sponsored participants

All sponsored participants are pre-booked at the Sun Safari Club Hotel. This includes a single room, breakfast, lunch and internet access.  The hotel information is listed below:
SUN SAFARI CLUB HOTEL

Avenue Mao Tsé Toung 
BP: 2882 
Bujumbura, Burundi
Telephone:  (+257) 2221 0007 / (+257) 2225 4241  

Fax  (+257) 2224 4521  

Web site:  www.sunsafariclubhotel.com   

E-mail:  sunsafariclubhotel@yahoo.com 
Non-sponsored participants

Non-sponsored participants are encouraged to make their own reservations at the Sun Safari Club Hotel. 
9. Payment of the Daily Subsistence Allowances (DSA)

The residual DSA will be paid to the sponsored participants starting on the first day of the meeting. 
10. Official language in Bujumbura, Burundi
The official languages in Burundi are Kirundi and French.
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Weather and time zone information  

In June, temperatures in Bujumbura usually range between a maximum of +29.9ºC in the daytime and a minimum of 17.6ºC.  Current weather conditions in the area can be found at:  http://www.worldweather.org/144/c01519.htm
12. Electricity

The electricity voltage in Burundi is 220 V/ 50 Hz.  The plugs and sockets used are shown below.
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13. Currency 

The currency in Burundi is Burundian franc (BIF).  The current exchange rate as at 1 June 2012 is US $1.00 = 1,3900.00 BIF
14. Disclaimer

The CBD Secretariat disclaims all responsibilities for medical, accident and travel insurances, for compensation for death or disability compensation, for loss of or damage to personal property and for any other losses that may be incurred during travel time or the period of participation.  In this context, it is strongly recommended that participants will secure international medical, accident and travel insurances for the period of participation prior to departure. 
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