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	CONVENTION ON
BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
	
	Distr.

GENERAL

29 January 2003

ENGLISH ONLY


Ad HOc TECHNICAL EXPERT GROUP on TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE and the Clearing-HOuse mechanism

First meeting

Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, 24-26 February 2003

Information for Participants

Venue

The meeting of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Traditional Knowledge and the Clearing-House Mechanism will be held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, from Monday, 24 February to Wednesday, 26 February 2003, at:

Centro de Formación de la Cooperación Española (CFCE)

Calle Arenales 583 - Casilla 875

Santa Cruz de la Sierra

Tel.: (591-3) 335 1311/1322

Fax: (591-3) 332 8820/2217

Email: cifaeci@cif.aeci.org.bo
URL: www.aeci.org.bo
Opening and registration

The meeting will be opened at 9 a.m. on Monday, 24 February 2003.  Registration will take place at the venue of the meeting from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. the same day.

Services to delegates

Access to E-mail and Internet services will be provided. Coffee breaks and lunches during the meeting will also be provided free-of-charge.

Working language of the meeting

The meeting will be held in English and Spanish.

Documents


The main pre-session documents for the meeting are accessible on the Secretariat’s Website at www.biodiv.org. Please note that copies of the documents will be sent by mail to participants upon request only. Participants are kindly reminded to bring their documents, as they will only be available at the meeting facilities in limited quantities for reasons of economy.
HoteI information

Participants are kindly reminded that they are responsible for making their own hotel accommodation arrangements.  A list of hotels in Santa Cruz de la Sierra is attached as Annex I.


It is to be noted that CFCE will provide a daily free-of-charge shuttle service to delegates staying at the Hotel Cortez. Delegates staying elsewhere will have to make their own transportation arrangements. 

Please note that CFCE, the venue of the meeting, is located in the centre of the city, and most hotels are within a radius of 10 km.

Access to Santa Cruz de la Sierra

The Santa Cruz de la Sierra international airport is Viru Viru Airport (about 25 km from downtown). The CFCE will provide a free-of-charge shuttle service to transport delegates from the airport to their hotels. Taxis are also available at the airport ( indicative fares: 10.00US$).
All participants are requested to provide CFCE, using the coordinates below, with their flight details at least one week prior to the start of the meeting, indicating the city of departure, the airline company, the flight number and the date and time of arrival/departure at/from Viru Viru Airport. 

The CFCE representative will only be able to meet those delegates who have provided in a timely manner the required information. Once at the Viru Viru Airport, please look for a SCBD sign. 

It is to be noted that CFCE will also arrange for the transfer of the delegates from hotels to the airport at the end of the meeting. 

Time zone

In February, the time in Santa Cruz de la Sierra is GMT - 4 hours.

Weather

During the month of February, in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, maximum temperatures average 34°C and minimum temperatures average 26°C. The weather is highly variable, humid with occasional rainfalls. 

Electricity

220 volts, 60 Hertz.

Visas

Citizens from the following countries do not require a visa to enter Bolivia: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Norway, Palau, Panama, Peru, Switzerland and United States of America. 

Participants from countries other than those listed above require a visa and should therefore approach the nearest Bolivian Consulate or Diplomatic Mission in order to secure a visa, free of charge, to enter Bolivia prior to departure. 

Participants from Africa and Asia residing in countries where there is no Bolivian Consulate or Diplomatic Mission, should directly contact the Bolivian Chancellery who will ensure that an entry visa is granted, free of charge, upon arrival at the Viru Viru Airport:

Please ensure that you provide Mr. Lic. Windsor Hernani whose co-ordinates are indicated below with your passport number, place and dates of issue and expiry, your itinerary as well as the full name and address of your organization.

Lic. Windsor Hernani

Encargado de Temas de Biodiversidad

Viceministerio de Relaciones Económicas Internacionales e Integración

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores y Culto

La Paz, Bolivia.
Tel.: 591-2-2408900

E-mail: whernani@rree.gov.bo
Official language

The official language is Spanish, but English is usually understood and spoken in hotels and restaurants.
Currency

The currency in Bolivia is the Boliviano (BOB).  The current exchange rate against the US dollar stands at approximately 7,50 BOB for one US dollar. 

Credit cards

Major credit cards are accepted in most hotels and restaurants in the city. However, it is recommended to have some Boliviano to purchase local items and to pay the airport taxes and other services. 

Further information 

Other useful information can also be found on: www.aeci.org.bo.
 Annex I

LIST OF HOTELS WITH INDICATIVE PRICES

Category ****/*****

1.
HOTel LOS TAJIBOS  *****

Av. San Martín 455 y 3º Anillo
Santa Cruz de la Sierra

Bolivia 

Tel.: + 5913 342 1000
Fax: + 5913 342 6994
E-mail: santacruz@lostajiboshotel.com 

Single occupancy:  120.00 US$

Breakfast included

Distance: about 4 km from the venue. Taxi fares approx. 1.00 US$

2. 
GRAN HOTEL SANTA CRUZ *****
René Moreno 269

Santa Cruz de la Sierra

Bolivia 

Tel.: +5913 334 8811

Fax: +5913 332 4194

E-mail: Not available

Single occupancy: 32.00 

Double occupancy: 42.00

Breakfast included

Distance: about 1 km from the venue.  Taxi fares approx. 1.00 US$

3.
HOTel CORTEZ ****

Av. Cristóbal de Mendoza 280

Santa Cruz de la Sierra

Bolivia
Tel.: + 5913 333 1234 

Fax: + 5913 335 1186
E-mail: hcortez@roble.scz.entelnet.bo
Single occupancy: 39.00 US$

Double occupancy: 49.00 US$

Breakfast included

Distance: about 1 km from the venue. Daily free-of-charge shuttle to/from the venue provided by CFCE. Taxi fares approx. 1.00 US$ 

Category ***

1.
HOTel Best Western HOUSE INN & SUITES ***

Calle Colón 643
Santa Cruz de la Sierra

Bolivia
Tel.: + 5913 336 2323

Fax: + 5913 337 1113
E-mail: ventas@houseinn.com.bo 

Single occupancy:  49.00 US$

Double occupancy: 59.00 US$

Breakfast included

Distance: about 1 km from the venue. Taxi fares approx. 1.00 US$

Category **

1.
HOTEL VIRU VIRU **

Calle Junín 338
Santa Cruz de la Sierra

Bolivia
Tel.: + 5913 333 5298

Fax: + 5913 336 7500
E-mail: Not available

Single occupancy:  26.00 US$

Double occupancy: 29.00 US$

Breakfast included

Distance to the meeting venue: Not available
2.
HOTel FELIMAR **

Ayacucho 45

Santa Cruz de la Sierra

Bolivia

Tel.: +5913 334 6677

Fax: + 5913 332 3232

E-mail: Not available

Single occupancy:  15.00 US$

Double occupancy: 25.00 US$

Breakfast included

Distance to the meeting venue: Not available

3.
HOTEL TROPICA INN **

España 351

Santa Cruz de la Sierra

Bolivia

Tel.: +5913 334 6666

Fax: + 5913 332 8154

E-mail: Not available

Single occupancy: 15.00 US$

Double occupancy: 20.00 US$

Breakfast included

Distance to the meeting venue: Not available
Note: To benefit from the special room rates some hotels are offering, please indicate that you will be attending a CBD meeting to be held at the CFCE.
More hotels are listed on the following Website: http://www.bolivianet.com/hoteles.htm
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