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Note by the Executive Secretary

INTRODUCTION

1. In accordance with decision VIII/5 F, paragrdplof the Conference of the Parties, the Executive
Secretary is circulating herewith, for the consadien of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Inter-Sessional
Working Group on Article 8(j) and Related Provisip@a revised draft of the elements of an ethicdkco
of conduct to ensure respect for the cultural atellectual heritage of indigenous and local comities
relevant to the conservation and sustainable usétigical diversity. The revised draft takesyuhto
account the views and comments provided by Pa@esernments, indigenous and local communities,
relevant international organizations pursuant teisien VIII/5 F, paragraph 2. These views and
comments are being circulated as an informatiorushent (UNEP/CBD/WGB8J/5/INF/14). The revised
draft elements of a code of ethical conduct achtd as annex | to the present document.

2. In paragraph 5 of decision VIII/5 F, the Confare of the Parties requested the Working Group
to further develop the draft elements of an ethicale of conduct and to submit these to the Conéere
of the Parties at its ninth meeting for consideraand possible adoption. The Working Group maghwi
to consider the suggested recommendations contairgektion I, below for submission to the ninth
meeting of the Conference of the Parties.

* UNEP/CBD/WGB8J/5/1.
/...

In order to minimize the environmental impactstef Secretariat’s processes, and to contributect&étretary-General’'s I)

initiative for a C-Neutral UN, this document ismted in limited numbers. Delegates are kindly exged to bring their copies
meetings and not to request additional copies.
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DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONSON ELEMENTS OF A CODE OF ETHICAL
CONDUCT

The Ad Hoc Working Group on Article 8(j) and reldt provisions recommends that the
Conference of the Parties:

(a) Endorsedhe elements of the code of ethical conduct taiensespect for the cultural and
intellectual heritage of indigenous and local comities relevant for the conservation and sustamabl
use of biological diversity, as contained in thee@nhereto; and

(b) InvitesParties and Governments to implement the elenaéritee ethical code of conduct
and/or to use this code as a model to “guide tlveldpment of models of codes of ethical conduct for
research, access to, use, exchange and managefrniefdrmation concerning traditional knowledge,
innovations and practices for the conservation smstainable use of biological divergitythat are
developed according to each Parties unique natimnalmstances and needs and recognizing the rich
cultural diversity of indigenous and local commigst

(© RequestdParties and Governments to undertake educationasarateness-raising and
develop communication strategies that assists ante@overnment departments and agencies, academic
institutions, private sector developers, potensia@keholders in development and/or research psjject
extractive industries, forestry and the publicaaigé to be made aware of elements of the codéhimfabt
conduct, for incorporation, as appropriate, inttiqees and processes at the transnational, natienel
and local level governing interactions with indiges and local communities;

(d) Invites those secretariats of intergovernmental agreemeagtncies, organizations and
processes whose mandates and activities invohenpat significant impacts on biological diversand
who are engaged in associated research activitiegke into consideration and implement in theirkvo
the elements of this code of ethical conduct;

(e) Also invitesinternational funding institutions and developmagencies, and Parties to
the Convention on Biological Diversity, includingg\wkloping countries, in particular least developed
countries and small islands developing Statesadditite the incorporation of the elements of ttisle
of ethical conduct into policies and processesrésearch proposed to take place on lands and waters
traditionally owned or occupied by indigenous amchl communities;

() Further invitesinternational funding institutions and developmagencies and relevant
non-governmental organizations, where requested| #n accordance with their mandates and
responsibilities, to consider providing assistanceindigenous and local communities, particularly
women, to raise their awareness and to build thegpacity to understand the elements of this code of
ethical conduct.

u Decision V/16 annex, programme of work on thelangentation of Article 8(j), element 5, task 16.
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Annex

ELEMENTS OF A CODE OF ETHICAL CONDUCT TO PROMOTE RESPECT FOR THE
CULTURAL AND INTELLECTUAL HERITAGE INDIGENOUSAND LOCAL COMMUNITIES
RELEVANT TO THE CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE USE OF BIOLOGICAL
DIVERSITY

A. Suggested Preambular paragraphs:

Recalling the request recommendations 1, 8 and 9 of thertreffdhe second session of the
United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issndsersed by the Conference of Parties in decision
VII/16, paragraph 5, and decision VIII/5 F, condagnelements of an ethical code of conduct to ensur
respect for the cultural and intellectual heritajeindigenous and local communities relevant fag th
conservation and sustainable use of biologicalrditye and taking into account task 16 of the pangme
of work on Article 8(j) and related provisions;

Emphasizingthat for the purposes of this code “cultural amellectual heritage” refers to the
cultural heritage and intellectual property of metous and local communities and is interpretetimvit
the context of the Convention, as the knowledgapwations and practices of indigenous and local
communities embodying traditional lifestyles reletvgor the conservation and sustainable use of
biological diversity.

Aiming to promote full respect for the cultural and ilgetual heritage of indigenous and local
communities relevant for the conservation and suatde use of biological diversity,

Recallingthat Parties to the Convention on Biological Dsigr have subject to their respective
national legislation, undertaken, pursuant to AetiB(j) of the Convention, to respect, preserve and
maintain knowledge, innovations and practices aliganous and local communities embodying
traditional lifestyles relevant for the conservatend sustainable use of biodiversity (hereaftirred to
as “traditional knowledge”), and to promote theidar application with the approval and involvemeht
the holders of such knowledge, innovations andtjmes and encourage the equitable sharing of the
benefits arising from the utilization of such knedge, innovations and practices,

Recognizingthat respect for traditional knowledge, requireattit is valued equally with and
complementary to western scientific knowledge, #mat this is fundamental in order to promote full
respect for the cultural and intellectual heritagfeindigenous and local communities relevant to the
conservation and sustainable use of biologicalrditye

Recognizing alsahat any measure to respect, preserve and maitttairuse of traditional
knowledge, such as codes of ethical conduct, walhd a much greater chance of success if it has the
support of indigenous and local communities anddésigned and presented in terms that are
comprehensible, and enforceable,

Further recognizinghe importance of implementing the Akwé:Kon Volanyt Guidelines for the
Conduct of Cultural, Environmental and Social Intpassessments regarding Developments Proposed to
take place on, or which are likely to Impact onci®d Sites and on Lands and Waters Traditionally
Occupied or Used by Indigenous and Local Commusyitie

Recalling that access by indigenous and local communitiekands and waters traditionally
occupied or used by indigenous and local commwittegether with the opportunity to practice
traditional knowledge on those lands and waterparamount for the retention of traditional knovged
and the development of innovations and practice/aat for the conservation and sustainable use of
biological diversity;
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Bearing in mindthe importance of preserving traditional languagssd by indigenous and local
communities as rich sources of traditional knowkdggarding medicines, traditional farm practices,
including agricultural diversity and animal husbgandands, air, water and whole ecosystems thaé hav
been shared from one generation to the next,

Taking into accounthe holistic concept of traditional knowledge aitsl multi-dimensional
characteristics which include but are not limitedgpatial 2/ cultural3/ and temporal qualitieg/

Further taking into accourthe various international bodies, instrumentsgmmmesstrategies,
standards, reports and processes of relevance ladimiportance of their harmonization and
complementarity and effective implementation, intipalar and where applicable:

(@) The International Bill of Human Rights (1966);

(b) International Labour Organization Convention No.b8fIndigenous and Tribal Peoples,
(1989);

(© The Convention on Biological Diversity (1992);
(d) The Second International Decade of the World'sgadbus Peoples (2005-2014);

(e) United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indiges Peoples, as adopted by the
Human Rights Council 20086/

() Universal Declaration On Bioethics And Human RigitddlESCO 2005);
(9) Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity (UNESCZD01);

(h) The Convention on the Protection and Promotiormefiversity of Cultural Expressions
adopted on 20 October 2005,

Have agreed as follows:
Section 1
NATURE AND SCOPE

1. The following elements of an ethical code ofawet are voluntary and are intended to provide
guidance to Governments, researchers, the toundosiry, extractive industries, developers andrsthe

interacting with indigenous and local communities promote respect for the cultural and intelleictua
heritage of indigenous and local communities ralevimr the conservation and sustainable use of
biological diversity.

2. The nature and scope of this code is to be drdted as fully within the mandate of the
Convention on Biological Diversity and its obje&s: the conservation of biological diversity, the
sustainable use of its components and the faireapitable sharing of the benefits arising out & th
utilization of genetic resources. As well as AHi8(j) which requires that Parties, “subject riaitional
legislation, respect, preserve and maintain knogdedhnovations and practices of indigenous andlloc
communities embodying traditional lifestyles relet/gor the conservation and sustainable use of

2/ Territorially-based/locally-based.

3/ Rooted in the broader cultural traditions of ages.

4/ Evolves, adapts and transforms dynamically owee t

5/ Human Rights Council, Resolution 2006/2.Working@ of the Commission on Human Rights to elaborate

a draft declaration in accordance with paragraphtbe General Assembly resolution 49/214 of 23ddeiger 1994.
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biological diversity and promote their wider applion with the approval and involvement of the leotd
of such knowledge, innovations and practices acd@age the equitable sharing of benefits arisiomf
the utilization of such knowledge, innovations gnactices.”

3. These elements are without prejudice to theomés of discussions regarding access and benefit
sharing of genetic resources and associated kngejadnovations and practices conducted within the
framework of the Convention and other relevant fiasu nor are they intended to preclude the
development of other forms of respect.

4. For the purpose of the elements of this ethomale of conduct, a broad definition of both
“activities” and “research” may be applied to alléev the widest possible circumstances and audgnce
In particular it provides principles and methodgpla@able to conduct that may be observed whilst
engaged in biodiversity-based research and in qodati to researchers whether indigenous, non-
indigenous, foreign and/or nationals and relateilities, as well as all other interactions. Thaef
value of these elements is as working-level tdbis particularly relevant for research and otaetivities
proposed to take place on, or which are likelyrtgpact on, indigenous and local communities, their
sacred sites, sacred species and/or on lands ardsweaditionally occupied and/or used by thend &@n

to be undertaken by a researcher whether alonétloiothers or as representative of any public orgpe
entity.

5. Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversind Governments are encouraged to examine
and develop mechanisms for monitoring activitiesclwimpact on indigenous and local communities
and in particular, researcher compliance with fleenents of this code of conduct through correspandi
national legal and regulatory frameworks, reflegtisach country’s own economic, social, legal and
cultural circumstances.

6. Alternatively and inline with decision V/16 ampdask 16, Parties may wish to use this model
code to “guide the development of models of codegtbical conduct for research, access to, use,
exchange and management of information concermadjtional knowledge, innovations and practices
for the conservation and sustainable use of biokdliversity”e/ that are developed according to each
Parties unigue national circumstances and needseandnizing the rich cultural diversity of indigars
and local communities .

7. Indigenous and local communities themselvesatse encouraged to develop their own local
mechanisms such as protocols, contracts, codeguadélines reflecting on the elements of this cade
according to their own customary laws.

8. Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversand Governments, as well as relevant
international organizations, whether governmentalnon-governmental, are encouraged to actively
cooperate with the promotion and implementatiothefelements of the code of ethical conduct, among
all those interacting with indigenous and local caunities.

Section 2
RATIONALE
9. These elements of an ethical code of conduct taimpromote respect for the cultural and

intellectual heritage of indigenous and local comities relevant for the conservation and sustamabl
use of biological diversity. In this way, they t¢obute to the achievement of the objectives of

6/ COP decision V/16 annex, programme of work anithplementation of article 8(j), element 5, tagk 1

/...
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Article 8(j) of the Convention on Biological Divetg and its Plan of Action for the retention ance
traditional knowledge, innovations and practicesdfgenous and local communities.

10. These elements are intended to provide guidanielp Parties and Governments in establishing
or improving national legal frameworks required fiteractions with indigenous and local communities
and in particular, for development or researchamd$ and waters traditionally occupied by indigenou

and local communities while enabling the indigenand local communities to promote respect of their
traditional knowledge and associated biological gaetic resources.

11. One of the aims of the elements of this ethézale of conduct is that all State Parties to the
Convention on Biological Diversity, as well as raat international organizations, whether
governmental or non-governmental, actively coomera& their promotion, understanding and
implementation among those interacting with indmenand local communities and in relevant research
specifically involving traditional knowledge, innations and practices relevant for the conservadiwch
sustainable use of biological diversity to ensespect for that knowledge.

Section 3
ETHICAL PRINCIPLES

12. The following ethical principles apply to irdetions with indigenous and local communities,
relevant to the conservation and sustainable udaiobdgical diversity, including development and/or
research proposed or being conducted on sacrex] sittturally significant sites and lands and water
traditionally occupied or used by indigenous archl@aommunities.

13. The principles below are intended to acknowdetlig overarching principle, that indigenous and
local communities have the right to enjoy, protastl pass on to future generations, their cultundl a
intellectual heritage and it is according to thpgaciples that others should engage with indigenand
local communities.

or
13bis The principles below suggest the over-archingagle, that indigenous and local community
members have the right to enjoy their culttrand this implies the ability to, if they so desipass on

their culture to future generations, and it is ais tbasis that others are encouraged to engage with
indigenous and local communities.

It is highly desirable that interactions with in@igous and local communities be based on the faipwi
A. General principles
Non-Interference

14. This principle recognizes the predominance iamabrtance of mutually agreed settlements or
agreements at national level which exists in mamyntries and that respect must be applied to such
arrangements at all times.

Intellectual property

15. Community and individual concerns over, andintdato, intellectual property relevant to
biological diversity, conservation and/or sustalpaluse, should be documented and explicitly
acknowledged and addressed in the negotiation witbwledge holders and/or communities, as
appropriate, prior to starting activities, inclugiresearch.

7/ The International Covenant on Civil and PolitigRs, Article 27.
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Non-Discrimination

16. The ethics and guidelines for all activitie®dld be non-discriminatory, with the exception of
special measures, including affirmative actionipatarly in relation to gender, disadvantage groapd
representation.

Full disclosure

17. Indigenous and local communities desire toullg informed about the nature, scope and purpose
of any proposed activities carried out by othercguoring on or likely to impact on, sacred sitesl am
lands and waters traditionally occupied or usedéhbjgenous and local communities (including reskearc
methodology, data collection, and the disseminadind application of results). This information glib

be provided in a manner that takes into considmreand actively engages with the body of knowledge
and cultural practices of indigenous and local camities.

Approval of the knowledge holders

18. Any activities related to biological diversitypnservation and sustainable use occurring on or
likely to impact on sacred sites and on lands aaters traditionally occupied or used by indigenand
local communities and impacting upon specific ggumust be carried out only with the approval of
those indigenous and local communities concerned.

Respect

19. Respect is paramount to the implementation icld 8(j) of the Convention on Biological
Diversity. Respect recognizes that it is highlgidable for those interacting with indigenous aadal
communities to respect the integrity, morality aparituality of the cultures, traditions and reteiships

of indigenous and local communities, and to avbie imposition of external concepts, standards and
value judgements through inter-cultural dialoguRespect for cultural heritage, ceremonial and shcre
sites, as well as sacred species and secret aretldcawledge ought to be given specific considenat

in any interactions including research. Restricgsion use of, and access to, sacred sites or asieerw
culturally significant sites and species, by indiges and local communities should be taken into
consideration when conducting impact assessmentsdévelopments affecting such sites and in
developing local or national legislation relevamstich sites and species, in consultation withtaadull
involvement of indigenous and local communitieseldRant activities including research should thus
benefit the community as well as those engagedsearch and other activities.

Acknowledgement of collective perspectives

20. Interactions, including undertaking researdatee to biodiversity, ought to respect the collext
ownership and/or individual ownership of indigenamsl local communities to their cultural heritagel a
intellectual property, including knowledge, inndeats and practices relevant to biological diversity
traditional knowledge and genetic materials. Thag/rimclude the desirability of their participationthe
planning and management of any activities assatiatéh biological diversity, conservation and
sustainable use, including research proposed wpkdce on, or which are likely to impact on biddad
diversity on sacred sites and lands and waterstitaally occupied or used by indigenous and local
communities, as well as equitable and fair shaoingenefits that derive from such activities.

Equitable sharing of benefits
21. Indigenous and local communities ought to recefiair, and equitable benefits for their

contribution to any activities (including researd@lated to biodiversity and associated traditional
knowledge proposed to take place on, or whichikedylto impact on, sacred sites and lands andravate
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traditionally occupied or used by indigenous archl@ommunities. Benefit sharing should be regarde
as a way of strengthening indigenous and local conities and promoting the goals of the Convention
on Biological Diversity and ought to be equitablighin and among relevant groups.

Protection

22. All interactions within the mandate of the Cention, with indigenous and local communities

ought to include active measures to protect andnfoance the relationships of indigenous and local
communities with their environment and thereby postenthe maintenance of cultural and biological

diversity.

Precautionary approach including the concept of ‘tmarm”

23. Reaffirming the precautionary approach contiiire Principle 15 if the Rio Declaration on
Environment and Development and in the preamblnéoConvention on Biological Diversity. Taking
into account this approach acknowledges the coritple interactions between human activities,
cultural and biological communities, and thus timderent uncertain effects of various activities,
including genetic, ethno-biological and other reska The precautionary approach advocates takiog p
active, anticipatory action to identify and prevaatm that may result from activities, even if aand-
effect relationships have not yet been scientiffcatoven. The prediction and assessment of palent
biological and cultural harms ought to include lowdteria and indicators, and ought to fully invelthe
relevant indigenous and local communities.

B. Specific considerations

Recognition of sacred sites, culturally significaites and lands and waters traditionally occupoed
used by indigenous and local communigies

24, This principle recognizes the inalienable catina of indigenous and local communities to their
sacred sites, culturally significant sites and faadd waters traditionally occupied or used by tlaewh
associated traditional knowledge and that theituces, lands and waters are inseparable. Partigg# ¢o

be encouraged, in accordance with national domémticand international obligations, to recognize
traditional land tenure of indigenous and local oomities, as access to traditional lands and waters
fundamental to the retention of traditional knovgedand associated biological diversity. Sparsely
populated lands and waters ought not to be prestioniee empty or unoccupied but may in fact be lands
and waters traditionally occupied or used by ind@es and/or local communities.

Access to traditional resources

25. Traditional resources are often collectivelyned but may include individual interests and
obligations and apply to traditional resources ogrg on lands and waters traditionally occupiedised

by indigenous and local communities. Indigenous dwcal communities ought to determine for
themselves, the nature and scope of their resgettaditional resource regime/s according to their
customary law/s. Access to traditional resourcesceucial for the sustainable use of biologicakdsity
and cultural survival.

Not being arbitrarily removed and relocated

26. Activities related to biological diversity, antthe objectives of the Convention, such as
conservation, including related research, oughttaotause indigenous and local communities to be
removed from lands and waters traditionally occdpe used by them, by force or coercion and without
their approval. Where they consent to removal ftands and waters traditionally occupied or used by

8/ Refer establish international standard ILO 168t f, Land.
http://www.ilo.org/ilolex/english/convdispl.htm
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them with their agreement, they should be compedsad given assurance of the possibility to return
It is highly desirable that any such activities lbugot to cause indigenous and local community
members, especially the elderly, the disabled dnildren to be removed from their families by forme
coercion.

Traditional guardianship/custodianship

27. Traditional guardianship/custodianship recogmithe holistic interconnectedness of humanity
with ecosystems and obligations and responsilslitie indigenous and local communities, to preserve
and maintain their traditional role as traditiogabrdians and custodians of these ecosystems thtbag
maintenance of their cultures, spiritual beliefd arustomary practices. Because of this, cultural
diversity, including linguistic diversity, ought foe recognized as keys to the preservation of gicéd
diversity. Therefore, indigenous and local comrtiaaishould, where relevant, be actively involved i
the management of lands and waters traditionalbupied or used by them, including sacred sites and
protected areas. Indigenous and local commumitegalso view certain species of plants and aniamls
sacred and as custodians of biological diversitwehaesponsibilities for their well-being and
sustainability and this should be respected anehtakto account in all activities, including resgar

Restitution and/or compensation

28. This consideration recognizes that every effiolttbe made to avoid any adverse consequences
to indigenous and local communities and their cakuand lands and waters traditionally occupied or
used by them, their sacred sites and sacred spegidstheir traditional resources from all actasti
affecting or impacting on them related to biologjid&ersity, conservation and sustainable usepoiog
related research and its outcomes and that, stamyldsuch adverse consequences occur, consideration
may be given to appropriate restitution or compgosa through mutually agreed terms.

Repatriation

29. Repatriation efforts ought to be made to fat#di the repatriation of information, including
cultural property in order to facilitate the recoeé traditional knowledge of biological diversitg/

Peaceful relations

30. The exacerbation of any tensions caused byecesison or sustainable use activities, between
indigenous and local communities and local or matioGovernments should be avoided. Those
interacting with indigenous and local communities|uding researchers should also avoid, involvemen
in intra-indigenous and local community disputes.

Supporting indigenous research initiatives

9 Refer ILO 169: Article 16, paragraph 1. Subjezttihe following paragraphs of this Article, the pkxs
concerned shall not be removed from the lands wihiely occupy. 2. Where the relocation of these |g=ojs considered
necessary as an exceptional measure, such relocdtall take place only with their free and infoch@onsent. Where their
consent cannot be obtained, such relocation siiadl place only following appropriate proceduresl@sthed by national laws
and regulations, including public inquiries whepp@opriate, which provide the opportunity for effee representation of the
peoples concerned. 3. Whenever possible, thegagseshall have the right to return to their triadial lands, as soon as the
grounds for relocation cease to exist. 4. Whei saturn is not possible, as determined by agreeorein the absence of such
agreement, through appropriate procedures, thegggseshall be provided in all possible cases Vaittus of quality and legal
status at least equal to that of the lands preljooiscupied by them, suitable to provide for thpiesent needs and future
development. Where the peoples concerned exprgeefarence for compensation in money or in kingytishall be so
compensated under appropriate guarantees. 5.redrags relocated shall be fully compensated fgmrasulting loss or injury.
Article 17

10 Refer task 15 of the programme of work for Agi8(j), in accordance with Article 17, paragrapbf2he
Convention on Biological Diversity.
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31. This consideration promotes indigenous and|l@cenmunities’ right to decide their own
research initiatives and priorities, conduct thaiwn research, including building their own research
institutions and promoting the building of coop@rat capacity and competence.

Section 4
METHODS
Negotiations in good faith
All adherents to this code are encouraged to corfumitally to a process of negotiation in good faith
Subsidiarity and decision-making

32. All decisions regarding activities related toltgical diversity including research impacting on
sacred sites, sacred species and lands and waeitsonhally occupied or used by indigenous andiloc
communities, ought to be made at the lowest pasdilel to ensure community empowerment and
effective participation and the recognition of igeinous and local community institutions, governance
and management systems.

Equal partnership in pursuit of the goals of then@ention

33. Equal partnership, cooperation and fair comgigms and equitable sharing of benefits should
guide all activities in pursuit of the goals of t@envention, in order to support, maintain and exse
sustainable use of biodiversity and traditionalwleaige.

Gender considerations

34. Methodologies should take into account thel vitde that indigenous and local community
women play in the conservation and sustainableotibélogical diversity affirming the need for til
participation of women at all levels of policy-magi and implementation for biological diversity
conservation, as appropriate.

Effective participation/participatory approach

35. This principle recognizes the crucial impor&f indigenous and local communities effectively
participating in all phases of planning and develept of activities related to biological diversiaynd
conservation, including research (including thentdieation of priorities and projects) that maypact

on their respective cultural lives, their sacradssand on lands and waters traditionally occupredsed
by them, and to benefit from the results. In res@acommunities should be given the option of
participatory-research approach.

Inter-cultural respect

36. Ethical interactions including research relatuips ought to be based on respect for indigenous
and local communities’ equal but different knowledgystems, decision-making processes and
timeframes, their diversity, their distinctive spial and material relationship with their sacrégsand
lands and waters traditionally occupied or usedhgm, and their cultural identities. Researched a
others should always be sensitive to secrets ardds&nowledge, sacred species and sacred plaess/si
Furthermore, researchers and others should redpectcultural property of indigenous and local
communities relevant for biological diversity, cengtion and sustainable use. Ethical conduct oiagh
acknowledge that it may be legitimate for indigemand local communities in some instances to ogstri
access to traditional knowledge and associateddimdl diversity and genetic resources, based lunagt
and cultural grounds.
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Confidentiality

37. Confidentiality of information and resourceuld be respected in all instances. Information
imparted by the indigenous and local communitiethtoresearcher should not be used or disclosed for
purposes other than those for which it was colkcteconsented to and cannot be passed on toda thir
party without the consent of the knowledge holdand/or the collective, as appropriate,. In patég
confidentiality ought to be applied to sacred and#xcret information. Those working with indigesou
and local communities should be aware the concapth as “the public domain” may be are foreign
concepts that may not be within the cultural patanseof many indigenous and local communities.

Reciprocity

38. Indigenous and local communities should beffrefih activities, including research which affects
them and/or involves them, their sacred sites andd and waters traditionally occupied or usechbynt
and /or their resources, and traditional knowleddéost importantly information obtained should be
given back to them in an understandable and cllifumppropriate format/manner. This should promote
inter-cultural exchanges and access to each otkeo\wledge to promote synergies and complementarity

Responsible research

39. The ethics of interaction between researchaalsothers, and the people/s who are the source of
traditional knowledge is not only a responsibiliof the individual and the organization and/or
professional society to which the individual belsnigut also of national Governments having jurisolic
over the activity, researcher and/or the territéiyrthermore, all others should respect the culngats

and intellectual property rights of indigenous dockal community members, in relation to knowledge,
ideas, cultural expressions and cultural materialsvant to biological diversity, conservation and
sustainable use.

Recognition of indigenous and local community d&tiaictures -Extended families, communities and
indigenous nations

40. For indigenous and local communities all atig, including research take place in a social
context. Extended “families” are the chief vehscfer cultural dissemination and the role of Eldansl
youth is paramount in this cultural process, whielpends upon intergenerational transfer. Therdfmre
societal structure/s of indigenous and local conitiresishould be respected, including the right assp
on their cultures and knowledge in accordance withr traditions and customs. No activities should
cause the removal by force or coercion and withbatapproval, of indigenous and local community
individuals, especially the elderly, the disabled] ahildren from their families and social struetsir
Extended families should be recognized as the cmigfof support for indigenous and local commusti
and their dependants as well as the chief vehigtetlie intergenerational transfer of knowledge
innovations and practices.



