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AD HOC OPEN-ENDED INTER-SESSIONAL WORKING GROUP ON ARTICLE 8(j) AND RELATED PROVISIONS OF THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
Seventh meeting

Montreal, 31 October-4 November 2011
Agenda item 4

participatory mechanisms for indigneous and local communities in the work of the convention 
Draft recommendation submitted by the Chair

The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Article 8(j) and Related Provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity recommends that the Conference of the Parties adopts a decision along the following lines:

The Conference of the Parties,
Capacity-building
Welcoming with appreciation the recent focus on the integration of indigenous and local community representatives into other capacity-building efforts of the Secretariat, including the Nagoya Protocol, the revision of the national biodiversity strategies and action plans, and the sub-regional workshops on capacity-building for implementation of the programme of work on protected areas under the Convention on Biological Diversity;

Welcoming the regional and subregional workshop series aimed at capacity‑building for indigenous and local communities in support of the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity Guidelines on Biodiversity and Tourism Development through web-based technologies, with the view to support and strengthen indigenous and local initiatives in this area;

1. Requests the Executive Secretary to continue his efforts to ensure the effective implementation of decisions X/40 A, paragraphs 3, 4 and 5, and IX/13 D, and E, concerning capacity‑building and taking into account decisions VIII/5 B, and C and VII/16 annex, and V/16, annex II, task 4, including through development of appropriate methodologies, including new electronic means, with a view to increasing the number of indigenous and local community representatives, particularly women, who are familiar with Convention processes and participate in the work of the Convention, including its implementation at the national and local level, and invites donors to continue their support for indigenous and local community capacity‑building workshops at regional and subregional level;
2. Requests Parties, Governments international organizations, and indigenous and local community organizations, to consider collaborating with the Secretariat to facilitate indigenous and local community specific workshops and in particular, where possible, and subject to the availability of funding, develop medium and long term strategies, to raise awareness of and facilitate their full and effective participation in Convention processes including the revised programme of work for Article 8(j) and Related provisions, and the recently adopted new element of the programme of work concerning customary sustainable use (Article 10(c)), as well as in the implementation of the revised Strategic Plan (2011-2020) and its Aichi targets, and specially target 18;
3. Requests the Executive Secretary to continue to convene, subject to the availability of financial resources, the series of regional and subregional workshops aimed at capacity‑building for indigenous and local communities in support of the implementation of the Guidelines on Biodiversity and Tourism Development through enhanced marketing strategies and web-based technologies;
4. Requests the Secretariat to explore facilitating joint capacity-building workshops with other MEAs, to promote harmony and maximize the use of limited resources; 
Communication, education and public awareness (CEPA)
5. Requests the Executive Secretary to ensure the full and effective participation of indigenous and local community representatives in the development of a CEPA strategy for the United Nations Decade on Biodiversity 2011-2020, and continue to develop diverse CEPA activities and products in the six United Nations languages, including with the contributions of indigenous and local communities, to inform indigenous and local communities about the work of the Convention and also raising awareness of the general public about the role of indigenous and local communities, their traditional knowledge and customary use, in conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity;
6. Requests the Executive Secretary and recommends Parties, Governments, international organizations and indigenous and local community organizations, to link their activities in education and awareness-raising to the UNECE Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development (2005–2014) and in particular its Issue 7, to foster conservation, use and promotion of knowledge of indigenous communities, as well as local and traditional knowledge in education for sustainable development;
Development of communications, mechanisms and tools

7. Notes with appreciation the ongoing work concerning electronic mechanisms, as the Article 8(j) homepage and the Traditional Knowledge Information Portal, related initiatives including partnerships with the www.indigenousportal.com by the Secretariat and requests the Executive Secretary to have an ongoing partnership with the indigenous portal and to continue to report on the advancement of this work at the next meeting of the Working Group on Article 8(j) and Related Provisions;
8. Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of resources,  to continue to develop both electronic and traditional and diverse means of communication, education and public awareness materials, and to ensure that such materials are well publicized through high-profile events in collaboration with Parties, international organizations, indigenous and local communities, and other stakeholders;
9. Invites Parties, Governments, donors, civil society, the private sector, and relevant funding institutions and mechanisms, to provide the needed resources to indigenous and local communities and to partner with them, in the development  and implementation of “indigenous to indigenous” “ community to community” training projects focusing on the role of traditional knowledge and customary sustainable use of biodiversity, including “elders-and-youth”, “women-and-children” initiatives that are rooted in indigenous languages, cultures and traditional knowledge that are fundamental in validating and affirming the self-esteem and identity of indigenous and local communities;
10. Further invites Governments to facilitate and encourage the use of national and local media and ensure the provision of an enabling environment for access and use of these facilities by indigenous and local communities;  
11. Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of financial resources, to continue to develop, update and translate the various electronic communication mechanisms, including the Article 8(j) homepage and the Traditional Knowledge Information Portal and to report on progress to the next meeting of the Working Group, and urges Parties and invites Governments to support translation of essential CBD documents into national languages and local languages, with the view to supporting the Executive Secretary in these tasks;
12. Also requests the Executive Secretary to continue to monitor the use of the Convention website and in particular the Article 8(j) homepage and the Traditional Knowledge Information Portal, and to consult with indigenous and local communities that are participating in the work of the Convention, to ensure that the interactive mediums are being adapted to the actual needs of indigenous and local communities and are provided in a language and a format that are readily understandable and further requests the Executive Secretary to identify any gaps or shortcomings and to report thereon to the eighth meeting of the Working Group;
13. Further invites Parties to share national laws, policies, protocols, programmes and other initiatives and actions towards the implementation of Article 8(j) and Related provisions, and their experiences of implementation and request the Executive Secretary to make it available in the Traditional Knowledge Indigenous Portal;
Participation including through the Voluntary Fund for the Participation of Indigenous and Local Community Representatives (VB Trust Fund)

14. Notes with appreciation the ongoing efforts by the Secretariat to promote the Voluntary Fund for Facilitating the Participation of Indigenous and Local Communities in the Convention process (VB Trust Fund), and requests the Executive Secretary to continue his efforts and to report on results, along with the relevant statistical data concerning the full and effective participation of indigenous and local communities, including through information provided through the national reports, at the eighth meeting of the Working Group;
15. Invites Parties, Governments, donors and relevant funding institutions and mechanisms to contribute generously to the Voluntary Fund;
16. Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of financial resources, to provide the opportunity for the participation of  one indigenous and local community representative from each country represented at regional and subregional capacity‑building workshops;
Other initiatives

17. Welcomes with appreciation creative initiatives and partnerships between indigenous and local communities and stakeholders in pursuit of the goals of the Convention and requests the Executive Secretary to continue such efforts and to continue to report on progress made at the next meeting of the Working Group on Article 8(j) and Related Provisions.
Local communities 
Recognizing that the involvement of local communities in accordance with Article 8(j) has been limited,

Also recognizing that the full and effective participation of local communities is crucial for the achievement of the objectives of the Convention and implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, including the Aichi Biodiversity Targets,  

18. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Expert Group Meeting of Local Communities Representatives (UNEP/CBD/WG8J/7/8/Add.1) and encourages Parties to consider this report as a potentially useful input to the promotion of the full and effective participation of local communities in the work of the Convention;

19. Takes note of the the characteristics listed in section I of the annex to the report of the Expert Group Meeting, as potentially useful advice in identifying local communities, within the mandate of the Convention;

20. Requests the Executive Secretary to take practical steps to ensure that representatives of local communities have equitable access to the Voluntary Fund for the participation of indigenous and local community representatives in meetings held under the Convention, as well as capacity-building workshops, and to commence disaggregation of data and statistics on local‑community representatives and report on these measures to the eighth meeting of the Working Group for its consideration; 

21. Takes note of sections II and III of the annex to the report as potentially useful advice for developing measures and mechanisms to assist in the implementation of the Convention and the achivements of its goals, and for developing targeted outreach through CEPA for local communities, to more effectively encourage their participation in the work of the Convention, including at national and subnational levels; and 

22. Declares 13 July as Local Community Day.
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