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1. Opening and registration 

The first Pacific Region Workshop on Indigenous Communities, Tourism and Biodiversity: New Information and Web-based Technologies will be held in Apria, Samoa from Monday, 3 to Wednesday, 5 November 2008.  
The meeting will start at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, 3 November 2008, and registration will take place at the SPREP conference room at 8:30 a.m. the same day.  Based on the nominations received, badges will be given to participants upon presentation of a photo I.D. card.  Participants are also kindly invited to submit in advance their address and telephone and fax numbers, function and date of birth to the Secretariat at secretariat@cbd.int or by fax (+ 1‑514‑288‑6588).
2. Venue
The workshops will be held at: 
The Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP)
Main offices

P.O. Box 240
Apia, Samoa

Tel: +685 21929

Fax: +685 20231

E-mail: sprep@sprep.org
3. Working language of the meeting
The meeting will be held in English only. 
4. Documents
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Documents are available on the Secretariat’s web site at:  
http://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=WSTOURIDG-02 
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5. General information on access to Apia, Samoa
Apia is serviced by Faleolo International Airport (approximately 23 km from Apia).  Transportation for delegates to and from the airport as well as to and from the meeting venue has been made available by SPREP.

6. Visa information 
Participants do not require an entry visa for Samoa. 
7. Health Requirements

A yellow fever vaccination is only required from travellers coming from countries with risk of yellow fever transmission.

8. Hotel information
A block booking has been made by the Secretariat on behalf of all participants at a hotel in Apia, Samoa, the Kitano Tusitala Hotel.  For more information on location and services offered by the hotel please visit.  A listing of other hotels in the vicinity of the meeting venue is provided in Annex B below.
Kitano Tusitala Hotel

Beach Rd
Apia, Samoa 101

Tel: +1-685-21122
Fax:+1-685-23652

E-mail:  kitano@kitano.ws

9. Payment of the Daily Subsistence Allowances (DSA)
Sponsored participants
The CBD will provide accommodation including breakfast, lunch and diner.  Delegates will receive a portion of the official DSA to cover incidentals and other travel expenses such as visa and terminal expenses.
It should be noted that all participants must confirm their own reservations.  Rooms and rates that are not confirmed will be automatically released.
Non-sponsored participants
The negotiated rate for workshop participants at the Kitano Tusitala Hotel for those who are not sponsored by the CBD Secretariat is:  single occupancy room: US $90 per night

[image: image12.wmf]Further information on hotels in and around Apia is available at the web site of the Samoa Tourism Authority as follows: http://samoa.travel/default.aspx 
10. Information for delegates

Computers will be made available by the SPREP Secretariat in their computer room for the duration of the workshop.  Participants are encouraged to bring their own laptop computers whenever possible.  

11. Official languages in Samoa
There are two official languages in Samoa:  Samoan and English. 
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Weather and time zone information  
In November, temperatures in Apia usually range between a maximum of +31ºC in the daytime and a minimum of +24°C at night.  Please note that the rainy season is from November to April.  The standard time zone will be GMT – 11 hours.  Current weather conditions can be found at:  http://www.worldweather.org/184/c01230.htm 
13. Electricity
230 volts, 50 Hertz.  
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14. Currency 
The currency in Samoa is the Samoan Tala (WST).  The current exchange rate is US $1 = WST $2.71 and (Euro) € 1 = WST $3.65. 
15. Disclaimer
The CBD Secretariat disclaims all responsibility for medical, accident and travel insurance, for compensation for death or disability compensation, for loss of or damage to personal property and for any other loss that may be incurred during travel time or the period of participation.  In this context, it is strongly recommended to secure international medical insurance for the period of participation prior to departure. 
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