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NATIONAL REPORTING: REVIEW OF EXPERIENCE AND PROPOSALSFOR THE FIFTH
NATIONAL REPORT

Draft recommendation submitted by the Chair
The Working Group on Review of |mplementation of the Convention,

l. GENERAL

Taking note of the review of experiences and lessons learrad the fourth national reporting
under the Convention contained in the present note,

Welcoming the capacity-building activities undertaken by Executive Secretary to facilitate the
preparation and submission of the fourth natioepobrts,

Also welcoming the financial support provided by the Global Enmiment Facility to assist
countries in the preparation of their fourth nagibreport,

Emphasizing that timely provision of financial support to elig countries by the Global
Environment Facility and its implementing agendgesssential for timely preparation and submissibn
national reports,

Noting the need to continue to improve the guidelinestlfier fifth and future national reports
based on the review contained in this note,

Recalling decision VIII/14, paragraph, 2and underlining the need to reduce overall reporting
burdens on Parties, taking into account reportinlggations under other Conventions, and other geiev

processes,
1. Takes note of the draft guidelines for the fifth national repprepared by the Executive
Secretary (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/3/6/Add.1);
2. Requests the Executive Secretary to further develop thetdgaidelines for the fifth

national report taking into consideration views regsed at the third meeting of the Working Group on
Review of Implementation, as well as further vievesibmitted by Parties and observers
before 30 June 2010, and to submit the revised ejogs for consideration and adoption by the
Conference of the Parties at its tenth meeting.

/...
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[I. RECOMMENDATION FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF THE
CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES

The Working Group on Review of Implementation o t@onventionrecommends that the
Conference of the Parties at its tenth meeting aalecision along the following lines:

The Conference of the Parties,

Re-emphasizing that national reporting is the obligation for Blrties under Article 26 of the
Convention, and that timely submission of natiomgdorts by all Parties is essential for reviewihg t
implementation of the Convention as required ircdet23,

1. Decides that all Parties should submit their fifth natibregport by 31 March 2014;

2. Encourages all Parties to prioritize the preparation of tifehfnational report to enable its
submission by the deadline established in paragtapbove, irrespective of the status of submission
reports requested at previous meetings of the Camée of the Parties;

3. Requests those Parties that expect difficulty in meeting theadline in paragraph 1 above
to initiate the preparation of the report as eadypossible to ensure that the report shall be isigdohiby
the deadline;

4, Decides that the fifth national report should:

€) Focus on the implementation of the updated t&ji@a Plan of the Convention
(2011-2020), and progress toward the 2020 targsisg indicators where possible and feasible;

(b) Include, as appropriate, information concerngogitributions of implementation of the
updated Strategic Plan towards the achievememti@fant Millennium Development Goals;

(© Allow countries to provide updates on the rns updating and implementation of
national biodiversity strategies and action plam3 similar strategies, plans and programmes;

(d) Provide a concise update on the national statdstrends of and threats to biodiversity,
using national biodiversity indicators;

(e) Provide an overall assessment of the natianglementation of the Convention, and
include suggestions for future priorities at théaral and international levels;

5. Requests Parties, in preparing their fifth national repdotelaborate on:
€) Outcomes and impacts of actions taken to imeferthe Convention at various levels;
(b) Successful experiences and lessons learnedifnplementation;

(©) Obstacles encountered in implementation;

6. Also requests Parties to provide:

(@) An updated account of information providedha last national report, to reflect changes
that have occurred since then;

(b) More quantitative analysis and synthesis thescription of the status of implementation;

7. Decides that the fifth national report will continue toeus narrative format primarily,

combined with use of common formats, including e¢ablsuggested charts and questionnaires for
statistical analysis, and that the format for tifidn fand sixth national reports be consistent tovalfor
long-term tracking of progress towards the 2020¢ts;

8. Requests the Global Environment Facility to provide adequated timely financial
support for the preparation of the fifth and futurational reports, and further requests the Global
Environment Facility and its implementing agendieensure that procedures are in place to ensure an
expeditious disbursement of funds;
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9. Invites other donors, Governments and multilateral andtebith agencies to provide
financial and technical support to developing cdest particularly the least developed countried an
small island developing States amongst them, andtdes with economies in transition, for preparing
their national reports;

10. Encourages Parties to continue to involve all relevant stakdbars in the process of
national reporting and to use the report as aftwdiurther planning and communication to the paildi
mobilize additional support for and participation gactivities related to implementation of the
Convention;

11. Encourages Parties to increase synergies in national repprtom biodiversity-related
conventions to ensure that national reports congmskiely reflect the national situation and statfis
implementation, and to avoid unnecessary repoltingens;

12. Welcomes the pilot project supported by the Global Enviromné&acility, and other
relevant projects and initiatives, to facilitatertnanized reporting processes and approaches iledise
developed countries and small islands developingiries, which may provide important lessons for
enhancing reporting capacities of these countries;

13. Requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with Yrted Nations Development
Programme, the United Nations Environment Prograramkother partners, to continue facilitating the
provision of support to countries, especially tleveloping countries, in particular the least depetb
countries and small island developing States, dsagecountries with economies in transition, foe t
preparation of their fifth national reports.



