Convention on Secretariat
Biological Diversity

Ref.: SCBD/STTM/LR/dh/48260 5 April 2004

NOTIFICATION
Implementation and Effectiveness of the Global Taxonomy Initiative

Dear Madam/Sir,

Following the process, guidelines and mechanisms approved in recommendation
X/12 of the tenth meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technological Advice (SBSTTA), held in Bangkok last February, the Secretariat of the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) is carrying out activities for the in-depth
review of the Programme of Work for the Global Taxonomy Initiative (GTI). These
activities will be reported at the eleventh meeting of SBSTTA, which will take place
before the end of this year.

In order to assist Parties in providing updated information on the level of
implementation and effectiveness of the GTI, the Secretariat prepared a questionnaire for
a thematic report, addressing the 18 activities identified in the programme of work. This
format was sent on 23 April 2004 to GTI and, where GTI focal points had not yet been
designated, to CBD National Focal Points with a deadline extended to 31 August 2004.
To date, only a total of 34 focal points have sent in their reports on GTI.

As updated information provided by Parties is crucial for a meaningful
assessment of the status and effectiveness in implementation of the GTI, I would kindly
request you to fill up the attached questionnaire format and send it back to the Secretariat
(secretariat@biodiv.org), at your earliest convenience but no later than 25 April 2005. I
would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the contribution of the 34 Parties to
the Convention which should disregard the information requested in the present
Notification.

Thank you for your cooperation and continued support of the work of the
Convention.

Yours sincerely,
[signed]
Hamdallah Zedan

Executive Secretary

To: National Focal Points of the CBD
GTI National Focal Points
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Format for a Report on | nplenentation of Programre of W rk for the
d obal Taxonony Initiative

As part of its multi-year programme of work, the Conference of the
Parties, in the annex to decision VII/31, decided that the programe of work
for the dobal Taxononmy Initiative will be one of the itens for in-depth
review at its eighth neeting. The Conference of the Parties, in paragraph 5 of
decision VI1/31, also agreed that the review of the progranme of work would
focus on:

(1) Assessing the inmplenentation and effectiveness of the programme of
work for the d obal Taxonony Initiative;

(ii) Updating the programme of work if necessary, by retiring or
replacing activities and by naking adjustnents to reflect changes
in the international context; and

(iii) Providing practi cal support for nat i onal and r egi onal
i mpl enent ati on.

To this end, the Conference of the Parties, in paragraph 6 of decision
VII/9, requested Parties to report on the status of inplenentation of the
programme of work for the d obal Taxonony Initiative. The COP further invited
nati onal and international taxonomic institutions to contribute information
on their relevant activities to the review of the dobal Taxonony Initiative.

The following format contains a series of questions based on 18
activities identified in the programme of work for the dobal Taxonony
Initiative annexed to decision VI/8. Responses to these questions wll help
Contracting Parties to assess the status of inplementation and effectiveness
of the programme of work of the dobal Taxonony Initiative and related
provisions of the Convention. They will also assist the Conference of the
Parties in providing further guidance on ways and neans to inplenment this
programe of work and, nore broadly, the objectives of the Convention.

To assist with the review of the status of the inplementation of the
programme of work for the GIl, in responding to the follow ng questions
contained in this format, Parties are requested to focus on, but not limted
t o:

(a) progress of actions taken at various levels for the inplenentation of
t he programe of work;

(b) inpacts of actions taken at various levels for the inplenentation of
t he programme of work;

(c) constraints or inpedinents encountered in the inplementation of the
programe of work;

(d) contributions of relevant actions taken at various levels to the
i npl enentation of national biodiversity strategies and action plans,
the inplementation of thematic programmes of work and cross-cutting
i ssues under the Convention, the achievenent of the goals of the
Strategic Plan of the Convention and the 2010 target; and

(e) Lessons |earnt.

VWiile providing further coments as requested, Parties are also
encouraged to provide information about the web pages, publications and any
ot her sources of information where nore relevant information can be retrieved
for review and assessnent.



In order to assist with the review and synthesis of the information in
the reports, respondents are requested to ensure that information provided is
as succinct as possible. There is no set linit in length, but it is
anticipated that Parties wll be able to provide adequate and useful
information in a few pages.

The information provided by Contracting Parties will not be used to
rank performance or to otherwi se conpare inplenentation between individual
Contracting Parties.

Contracting Parties are requested to submit their report on the
i npl enentati on of the programme of work for the d obal Taxonony Initiative,
inthis format, to the Executive Secretary by 30 June 2004. Parties are also
requested to subnit an original signed copy by post and an el ectronic copy
(preferably in Wrd) by electronic mail.

An electronic version of this docunent is available on the website of
the Convention at http://ww. bi odiv. org.

Conpl eted reports and any conments shoul d be sent to:

The Executive Secretary
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
Wrld Trade Centre
393 St.Jacques Street Wst, Suite 300

Montreal, Quebec
H2Y 1N9 Canada

Fax: 1-514-288 6588

Emai | . secretariat @iodiv.org




Pl ease provide the following details on the origin of this report.

Contracting Party:

Nat i onal Focal Poi nt

Full name of the institution:

Name and title of contact officer:

Mailing address:

Telephone:

Fax:

E-mail:

Contact officer for this report (if different)

Name and title of contact officer:

Mailing address:

Telephone:

Fax:

E-mail:

Subm ssi on

Signature of officer responsible for
submitting national report:

Date of submission:




Pl ease provide sunmary information on the process by which this report
has been prepared, including information on the types of stakehol ders
who have been actively involved in its preparation and on materi al

whi ch was used as a basis for the report.




REPORT ON | MPLEMENTATI ON OF PROGRAMVE OF WORK FOR THE
GLOBAL TAXONOWY | NI TI ATI VE

Programre of Work for the d obal Taxonony Initiative
Annex to Decision VI/8

Operational Objective 1. Assess taxononic needs and capacities at national,
regi onal and gl obal levels for the inplenentation of the Convention

Has your country undertaken any taxonom c needs assessments and identified priorities
in this regard?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) no, but assessnent is under way

c) yes, sone needs assessnments made (pl ease provide details)

b) yes, conprehensive assessnments nade (please provide details)

Further comrents on country-based taxonom c needs assessments and identification of
priorities

Has your country worked with other countries in the region to undertake regional
t axonom ¢ needs assessnents and identify priorities in this regard?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) no, but some collaborative projects are being considered or
pl anned

c) yes, sone activities undertaken (please provi de details)

d) yes, many activities undertaken (please provi de details)

Further comments on regional taxonom c needs assessnent and identification of
priorities

Is your country involved in any activities as part of a global taxonom c needs
assessnent ?

a) no

b) yes (please provide details)

Further commments on the involvenent in the activities for the gl obal taxonom c needs
assessnent




Is your country undertaking any activities of public education and awareness to
pronmote the inplenentation of the programme of work for the GTI?

a) no

b) yes, sone programmes developed and sone activities undertaken
(pl ease provide details)

c) yes, conprehensive programmes developed and nany activities
undert aken (pl ease provide details)

Further comments on public educati on and awar eness progranmes and activities

Qperational objective 2. Provide focus to help build and nmaintain the systens
and infrastructure needed to obtain, collate and curate the biol ogical
speci mens that are the basis for taxonom c know edge

I's your country working to strengthen gl obal and regional capacity building to support
access to and generation of taxonom c information?

a) no (please specify the reasons)

b) no, but sone programres under devel opment

c) yes, limted capacity building (please provide details)

d) yes, significant capacity building (please provide details)

Further comments on global and regional capacity building to support access to and
generation of taxononi c information

1. Is your country working with other countries to create and/or strengthen the
networks for regional cooperation in taxonomy?

a) no

b) no, but consultation is under way

c) no, but some plans and programes are under devel opnent

d) yes, sone activities wundertaken for this purpose (please
provi de detail s)

e) yes, conprehensive activities wundertaken for this purpose
(pl ease provide detail s)

! Responses to question 5 are expected to focus on, but not limited to (a) human capacity building; (b) infrastructure
capacity building.




Further comments on strengthening of existing networks for regional cooperation in
t axonomy

Qper at i onal obj ective 3. Facilitate an i mproved and effective
infrastructure/ system for access to taxonomc information, with priority on
ensuring that countries of origin gain access to information concerning
el ements of their biodiversity

2. Is your country involved in the developnent of a coordinated global taxonony
information system in particular the infrastructure to access digitized
dat a/i nf or mati on?

a) no

b) no, but sone plans are bei ng considered

c) yes, to alimted extent (please provide details)

d) yes, to a significant extent (please provide details)

Further comments on involvenment in the devel opnent of a coordinated gl obal taxonony
informati on system

Qperational objective 4. Wthin the major thematic work programes of the
Convention include key taxononmi c objectives to generate infornmation needed
for decision-making in conservation and sustainable wuse of biological
diversity and its conponents

3. Has your country made any taxonom c studies and inventories at the national |evel,
whi ch provide a basic assessment of forest biological diversity, in particular in
areas under current threat for habitat conversion, or of high conservation val ue?

a) no (please provide the reasons)

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnent

c) yes, sone studies and inventories made (pl ease provi de details)

d) yes, conprehensive studies and inventories nade (please provide
detail s)

Further comments on taxonom ¢ studies and inventories made for a basic assessnment of
forest biological diversity




4. Has your country undertaken any taxonony-related activities relating to nmarine and
coastal biodiversity, in particular taxonomic work related to identification of
ball ast water organisnms and nonitoring health of nmangrove systens through their
invertebrate fauna?

a) no

b) not applicable

c) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnent

d) yes, sone activities undertaken (please provide details)

e) yes, many neasures undertaken (please provide details)

Further comments on taxonony-related activities identified in the progranmme of work on
mari ne and coastal biodiversity

5. Has your country devel oped taxonom c support for inplementing relevant actions
identified in the programme of work on dry and sub-humd |ands biodiversity, in
particular identification of key indicator taxa |like |Iichens?

a) no (please provide reasons and plans for inprovenent)

b) not applicable

c) no, but sone programmes are under devel oprment

d) yes, sone activities undertaken(pl ease provi de details)

e) yes, many activities undertaken (please provide details)

Further comments on taxonomi c support for inplenenting the programme of work on dry
and sub-huni d | ands bi odiversity

6. Has your country devel oped taxonom c support for inplenmenting relevant actions
identified in the programme of work on inland waters biodiversity, in particular
regional guides to freshwater fish and invertebrates as an input to ecosystem
monitoring for river and | ake heal th?

a) no

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnment

c) yes, sone activities undertaken(pl ease provide details)

d) yes, many activities undertaken (please provi de details)

Further coments on taxonom c support for the inplenmentati on of the programre of work
on inland waters biodiversity




7. Has your country undertaken any taxonony-related activities identified in the
progranme of work on agricultural biodiversity as well as relevant activities
identified in the International Pollinator Initiative and the International Soi
Bi odi versity Initiative?

a) no

b) no, but sone activities are being planned

c) yes, sone activities undertaken (please provide details)

d) yes, conprehensive activities undertaken (please provide details)

Further comments on taxonony-related activities for the inplementation of the
progranme of work on agricultural biodiversity

8. Is your country developing any taxonom c support for the inplenentation of the
programme of work on nmountain biodiversity, in particular identification of
bi odi versity components uni que to nountain ecosystens?

a) no

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnent

c) yes, limted support (please provide details)

d) yes, significant support (please provide details)

Further comments on taxonom c support for the inplenmentati on of the programre of work
on nmount ai n bi odi versity

9. Has your country developed taxonomc support for the inplenentation of the
progranme of work on protected areas?

a) no

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnent

c) yes, sone programmes in place and are being inplenented (please
provi de detail s)

d) yes, conprehensive programmes are being inplenented (please
provi de detail s)

Further coments on taxonom c support provided to the inplenmentation of the programre
of work on protected areas




Qperational objective 5. Wthin the work on cross-cutting issues of the
Convention include key taxononmic objectives to generate infornmation needed
for decision-making in conservation and sustainable wuse of biological
diversity and its conponents

10. Has your country taken any neasures to strengthen capacity for the inventory and
classification of biodiversity and its conponents in the devel opment of a national
strategy on access and benefit-sharing?

a) no

b) no, but sone programmes are under devel oprment

c) yes, sone neasures taken (please provide details)

d) yes, conprehensive neasures taken (please provide details)

Further coments on the neasures to strengthen capacity for the inventory and

classification of biodiversity and its conponents in the devel opment of a national
strategy on access and benefit-sharing

11. Has your country devel oped taxonom ¢ support to address the issues of invasive
al i en speci es?

a) no

b) no, but relevant policy and programe under devel opnent

c) yes, sone policies and programmes in place (please provide
detail s)

d) yes, conprehensive policies and programmes in place (please
provi de details)

Further comments on taxonom c support to address the issues of invasive alien species
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12. Has your country devel oped taxonom c information systemto support the maintenance
preservation and protection of traditional know edge, innovations and practices of
i ndi genous and |ocal comunities in accordance with Article 8(j) and related
provi si ons?

a) no

b) not applicable

c) no, but some programmes are under devel opnent

d) yes, sone activities undertaken but a systemis not in place yet

(pl ease provide detail s)

e) yes, a taxonomic information system in place (please provide
detail s)
Further coments on the taxonomic information system to support the nmintenance,

preservation and protection of traditional know edge, innovations and practices of

i ndi genous and | ocal communities

support the
assessnent s,

taxonony-related activities that
in the field of

13. Has your country undertaken any
i mpl enentati on of the ecosystem approach and the work
nmoni tori ng and i ndi cat ors?

a) no
b) no, but sone programmes are under devel opnent
c) yes, sone programes in place (please provide details)
d) yes, conprehensive programmes in place (please provide details)
Further comments on progranmes and activities to support the inplenentation of the

ecosyst em approach and the work in the field of assessnents,

nmoni tori ng and indicators
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If your country wshes to provide additional information on
inpl enmentation of this programme of work, please do so in the
foll owi ng space
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