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Dear Madam/Sir, 

 

I am pleased to invite you to attend the First South-South Cooperation Forum on 

Biodiversity for Development to be held on 17 October 2010, in Nagoya, just prior to the opening 

of the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity 

(COP 10).  As you know, decision IX/25 adopted at COP 9 noted the initiative of developing 

countries to prepare, in collaboration with the Secretariat of the CBD and other relevant 

organizations, programmes and agencies, a Multi-Year Plan of Action for South-South 

Cooperation on Biodiversity for Development, and invited Parties and other Governments, 

regional and international organizations to support the organization of a South-South Cooperation 

Forum on Biodiversity for Development at the margins of COP 10 in Nagoya, Japan.  

 

The objective of the event, co-organized with Yemen as the Chair of the Group of 77 and 

China, and the Executive Secretary of the G-77 in New York, is to validate and adopt, on behalf 

of the G-77, the Plan of Action on South-South Cooperation on Biodiversity for Development 

attached to this note (and posted at www.cbd.int/cooperation/SouthSouthcooperation.shtml), 

resulting from the Expert Meeting on South-South Cooperation held in Nairobi, Kenya, on 29-30 

May 2010, at the margins of the third meeting of the Ad-Hoc Working Group on Review of 

Implementation of the Convention (WGRI-3).  The Plan will then be submitted by Yemen, as 

Chair of the G-77, for the consideration of Parties under agenda item 4.9 on “Cooperation with 

other conventions and international organizations and initiatives, engagement of stakeholders, 

including business and biodiversity, cities and biodiversity, and South-South cooperation”.  The 

draft agenda of the Forum is attached and available at www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=SSC-FOR-01.  

 

 The Multi-Year Plan of Action will also be made available to the Ministerial meeting of 

the Group of 77 and China to be held in New York on 28 September 2010 at the margins of the 

sixty-fifth session of the United Nations General Assembly. 

 

http://www.cbd.int/cooperation/SouthSouthcooperation.shtml
http://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=SSC-FOR-01
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Confirmations of attendance to the First South-South Cooperation Forum on Biodiversity 

for Development and/or comments on the Multi-Year Plan of Action should be submitted 

through official letters addressed to the Executive Secretary by fax to +1 514 288 6588, or 

electronically to secretariat@cbd.int as soon as possible, but no later than 30 August 2010. 

 

Please note that the Multi-Year Plan of Action will be submitted on behalf of the G-77 as 

a group, so your feedback is essential, either through written comments or through your 

participation in the SSC Forum. 

 

Delegates attending COP 10 that are also planning to attend the Forum are kindly 

reminded to arrive on, or before, Saturday, 16 October 16 2010, in order to participate in the 

Forum. 

 

Please accept, Madam/Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ahmed Djoghlaf 

Executive Secretary 

Attachments 

mailto:secretariat@cbd.int


______________________ 

             

 

 

 

 

In order to minimize the environmental impacts of the Secretariat’s processes, and to contribute to the Secretary-General’s initiative for a 

C-Neutral UN, this document is printed in limited numbers.  Delegates are kindly requested to bring their copies to meetings and not to request 
additional copies. 
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ORIGINAL:  ENGLISH 

SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION ON 

BIODIVERSITY FOR DEVELOPMENT 

First Forum 

Nagoya, Japan, 17 October 2010, 10 AM to 1 PM, Press Room

  PROVISIONAL AGENDA 

 

1.           OPENING OF THE MEETING 

 

2.          ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS 

 

3.          PRESENTATION OF THE MULTI-YEAR PLAN OF ACTION FOR SOUTH-SOUTH 

COOPERATION 

 

5.          ROADMAP TO COP 11 AND BEYOND 

 

6.          OTHER MATTERS 

 

7.          ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 

 

8.          CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 

 



 

Annex I 

SUGGESTED COP 10 DECISION – SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION 

 

Agenda item 4.9 (Cooperation with other conventions and international organizations and 

initiatives, engagement of stakeholders, including business and biodiversity, cities and biodiversity, and 

South/South cooperation). 

  

The Conference of the Parties, 

  

Recalling its decision IX/25, which encouraged developing country Parties to engage in South-

South Cooperation on the issue of biodiversity, complemented and supported by North-South 

cooperation, and to incorporate biodiversity concerns in regional and subregional cooperation agreements 

and associated activities, and encouraged Parties to establish, as appropriate, multi-stakeholder 

collaborative partnerships between Parties to address biodiversity concerns at regional, subregional, 

national and subnational levels, 

 

Recognizing the urgent need to enhance implementation of the Convention on Biological 

Diversity through South-South and triangular cooperation, in view of the shortcomings of the 2010 target 

and the ambitious 2011-2020 Strategic Plan, 

 

Acknowledging the progress achieved by the Group of 77 and China in preparing a multi-year 

plan of action for South-South cooperation on biodiversity for development as a complement to the 

Development Platform for the South launched in June 2008 at the twelfth session of the 

Intergovernmental Follow-up and Coordination Committee on Economic Cooperation among Developing 

Countries (IFCC-XII) in Yamoussoukro, Côte d’Ivoire, 

 

Noting the reports of the first Steering Committee meeting for South-South cooperation on 

biodiversity for development, convened in Montreal, Canada on 29 October 2009, and of the second 

consultative expert meeting for South-South cooperation on biodiversity for development, convened in 

Nairobi, Kenya from 29 – 30 May 2010, which developed a multi-year plan of action for South-South 

cooperation on biodiversity for development, 

 

Noting the contribution of the South-South Cooperation Forum on Biodiversity for Development 

convened by the G-77 and China on 17 October 2010 at the margins of the tenth meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties; 

  

1. Adopts the multi-year plan of action for South-South cooperation on biodiversity for 

development, annexed to the present decision, as an important contribution to the 2011-2020 Strategic 

Plan of the Convention,  

2. Encourages Parties and other governments to implement the multi-year plan of action in 

the context of nationally determined priorities, capacities and needs, and through the establishment of 

multi-stakeholder collaborative partnerships; 

3. Invites regional organizations and their secretariats, international organizations, United 

Nations bodies, donors, indigenous peoples organizations, non-governmental organizations, and centres 

of excellence to contribute to the implementation of the multi-year plan of action, in coordination with 

their national governments and the Group of 77 and China; 

4. Calls on developed and emerging Parties, other governments, regional organizations, UN 

and development agencies, non-governmental organizations and other donors to support the 

implementation of the multi-year plan of action technically and financially, considering the needs of 

developing countries, economies in transition, least developed countries, and small island developing 
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states; 

5. Invites Parties to include in their future National Reports information on how they have 

implemented or supported South-South cooperation; 

6. Invites the GEF to consider establishing a South-South Biodiversity Cooperation trust 

fund for the implementation of the Multi-Year Plan of Action based on voluntary contributions; 

7.  (Invites Parties, donors and relevant international organizations to provide adequate and 

predictable human and financial resources to the Executive Secretary in support of the implementation of 

this Plan of Action, including, inter alia, the production of reference publications, specific content in the 

Clearing House Mechanism, capacity building initiatives, and the coordination of the Steering Committee 

on SSC on biodiversity for development;)  

8. Requests the Executive Secretary to report on the implementation of the multi-year plan 

of action for South-South cooperation on biodiversity for development at the eleventh meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity.  

 

Annex II  

PREVIOUS DECLARATIONS AND PLANS OF ACTIONS OF THE G-77 ON SOUTH-SOUTH 

COOPERATION 

The CBD Plan of Action builds on the following previous UN plans and documents, available at 

http://www.cbd.int/meetings/ssc-01/: 

 Buenos Aires Plan of Action (1994); 

 Caracas Programme of Action (1981); 

 Cairo Declaration on Economic Cooperation among Developing Countries (1986); 

 San Jose Declaration and Plan of Action (1997); 

 Bali Declaration and Bali Plan of Action on Regional and Subregional Cooperation of the 

Developing Countries (1998); 

 Declaration of the South Summit and the Havana Programme of Action (2000); 

 Marrakech Declaration on South-South Cooperation and the Marrakech Framework of 

Implementation of South-South Cooperation (2003); 

 Doha Declaration and Doha Plan of Action (2005).  

 

Annex III 

OTHER INDICATIVE ACTIVITIES AND EXAMPLES OF SSC 

An extensive list of proposed SSC activities mentioned in past decisions including SSC is available as 

annex II of document UNEP/CBD/BM-SSC/1/2/Rev.2, presented in the first brainstorming workshop on 

http://www.cbd.int/meetings/ssc-01/


SSC in 2006 (see http://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=SSC-01). During preparatory meetings, Parties and 

experts suggested the following examples and cases: 

 Engaging universities, centres of excellence, and NGOs that specialize on the linkages between 

biodiversity, development, and poverty reduction is crucial to successful implementation of the 

Multi-Year Plan of Action.  Examples include the Centres under CIFOR and CGIAR, as well as 

the South Centre. Also relevant is the Academy of Sciences for the Developing World, and the 

Third World Network of Scientific Organizations. Institutions that specialize in biodiversity, such 

as the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity headquartered in the Philippines, are also important 

partners. Finally, new centres dedicated to South-South cooperation on science and technology 

include UNESCO’s International Science, Technology and Innovation Centre for South-South 

Cooperation (ISTIC) in Kuala Lumpur; 

 The “South-South REDD: A Brazil-Mozambique Initiative Project” in which Brazilian NGOs 

provide technical expertise to assist Mozambique with the development of a National REDD 

strategy. This project is administered and supported by IIED in partnership with the Mozambique 

Ministry of the Environment (MICOA) and Agriculture (MINAG), and local NGOs (Centro Terra 

Viva, Universidade Eduardo Mondlane, and the Sustainable Amazon Foundation). More 

information available at http://www.iied.org/natural-resources/key-issues/forestry/south-south-

redd-brazil-mozambique-initiative, or contact Mr. Duncan MacQueen at 

duncan.macqueen@iied.org;  

 

 The “Helping Islands Adapt” workshop was held from 11 to 16 April 2010, in Auckland, New 

Zealand, hosted by the Government of New Zealand with support from the Global Islands 

Partnership (GLISPA) and a number of partner organisations and countries. The meeting builds 

on efforts under the Cooperative Islands Initiative, a partnership launched at the World Summit 

for Sustainable Development and the CBD’s 6th Conference of the Parties in 2002, and the 

Pacific Initiative on Invasive Alien Species (PII). During the Expert Meeting in Nairobi, May 

2010, several participants mentioned the workshop as an example due to its careful articulation 

with existing and ongoing activities, effectively avoiding duplication of efforts and its selection of 

participants with maximum capacity for replication and coordination, strategically located in 

island hubs in the Caribbean, the Pacific, Europe/Macaronesia, and the Western Indian Ocean. 

More information at www.helpingislandsadapt.org.nz. 

 

Many regional cooperation treaties and agencies are already active in SSC: 

 

- The Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization (ACTO) brings together member States promoting 

the sustainable development of the Amazon region in areas such as environment, health, science, 

technology and communication, tourism, transport and indigenous affairs. A common strategy for 

biodiversity has been adopted at COP 8. See http://www.otca.org.br/en/.  

 

- The ASEAN Centre for biodiversity facilitates cooperation and coordination among its 10 

Member States and with relevant national governments, regional and international organizations, 

on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity and the fair and equitable sharing 

of benefits arising from the use of biodiversity in the ASEAN region. Please consult 

http://www.aseanbiodiversity.org/.  

 

- The Central African Forests Commission (COMIFAC) provides political and technical guidance, 

coordination, harmonization and decision making for the conservation and sustainable 

management of forest and savannah ecosystems of its 10 Member States. Please check its website 

at http://www.comifac.org/.  

 

http://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=SSC-01
http://www.iied.org/natural-resources/key-issues/forestry/south-south-redd-brazil-mozambique-initiative
http://www.iied.org/natural-resources/key-issues/forestry/south-south-redd-brazil-mozambique-initiative
mailto:duncan.macqueen@iied.org
http://www.helpingislandsadapt.org.nz/
http://www.otca.org.br/en/
http://www.aseanbiodiversity.org/
http://www.comifac.org/
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- The Southern Common Market (MERCOSUR) promotes South American integration and 

fostering of regional cooperation between Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay, Paraguay and Venezuela, 

including a strategy on biodiversity (see www.mercosur.int in general, 

http://www.cdb.gov.br/estrategia-de-biodiversidade-do-mercosul/declaracao.pdf links to the 

common strategy).  

 

- The Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) coordinates triangular 

cooperation between Pacific Island Countries and developed countries such as Australia, New 

Zealand and the United States. It is a full partner of the CBD in implementing activities in many 

programmes of work. Please see http://www.sprep.org/ for more information.  

 

- Further examples of successful SSC are mentioned in the report of the Expert Meeting on South-

South Cooperation held in Nairobi, 29-20 May 2010, available at 

http://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=EMSSC-02.  

 

Annex IV 

SOURCES AND CONDITIONS FOR SUCCESSFUL SSC ON BIODIVERSITY 

Sources of know-how for SSC spread well beyond the 23 countries the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) called pivotal
15

 or the megadiverse countries
16

 within the Group of 77.  

For biodiversity, it is best to benchmark particular areas within the Convention’s programmes of work in 

which some countries excel, or may have experienced substantive progress. Countries may be more 

advanced in certain aspects of the Convention (on which they can be benchmarked as references), 

whereas their chosen exchange partners may have other fields of excellence that can benefit the first.  

As reported in many publications, lessons learned indicate that successful South-South 

cooperation requires what some refer to as “an enabling environment”. South-South cooperation has been 

most successful in countries where collaborating governments have:  

(a) Identified optimal matches between available technology (benchmarking of centres of 

excellence and best practices) and needs assessed in recipient countries (the significance of the 

technology or experience to be transferred)
17

.  It should be noted that in many cases both partners have 

technologies to exchange (i.e., South-South cooperation is not necessarily a one-way avenue, and centres 

of excellence also learn in the process of transferring technology)
18

;  

(b) Put in place explicit policies for South-South cooperation linked with a national 

development planning process
19

;  

                                                      
15 Until the 1990s, UNDPs pivotal countries were developing countries, which, by virtue of their capacity and experience in 

promoting South-South cooperation, are positioned to play a leading role in the promotion and application of technical 

Cooperation between developing countries. Such countries have a track record in promoting and financing South-South 

cooperation, and they have adopted the policies, mechanisms and guidelines that facilitate such exchanges. For UNDP, they 

include: People’s Republic of China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Pakistan, Republic of Korea, Singapore and Thailand, Ghana, 

Mauritius, Nigeria, Senegal and South Africa, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Mexico, Peru and Trinidad 

and Tobago, Egypt, Malta, Tunisia and Turkey. The category is no longer used regularly, as too many other countries also 

possess critical experience depending on the issue.  
16 Bolivia, Brazil, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ecuador, India, Indonesia, Kenya, Madagascar, 

Malaysia, Mexico, Peru, Philippines, South Africa, and Venezuela possess 60-70 percent of the world’s living species. 

Developed countries such as the United States and Australia are also considered megadiverse.  
17 Forging a Global South, United Nations Day for South-South Cooperation, UNDP, 2005. 
18 Windows on the South newsletter, UNDP, 2006.  
19 “Pivotal Countries, an issue paper”, UNDP/Special Unit for Technical Cooperation among developing Countries, 2003 

http://www.mercosur.int/
http://www.cdb.gov.br/estrategia-de-biodiversidade-do-mercosul/declaracao.pdf
http://www.sprep.org/
http://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=EMSSC-02


(c) Established strong focal points for South-South cooperation for all parties involved, with 

managerial capacity to support transfers and/or acquisitions, and with the necessary supporting 

structure
20

;  

(d) Earmarked national budgetary allocations or devised means for innovative use of external 

assistance, including triangular cooperation
21

. 

 

Annex V 

ROADMAP FOR THE PLAN OF ACTION ON SSC TOWARDS COP 10 

The road map to adoption of the Plan includes four main steps: 

(a) Ministers of the G-77 may wish to welcome the MYPA at a high-level special event to be 

held on September 28, 2010 in New York, in conjunction with the sixty-fifth session of the General 

Assembly to mark the International Year of Biodiversity; 

(b) This Report of the Executive Secretary requested by Decision IX/25 will be circulated to 

Parties for their consideration; 

(c) Also following the request of the Conference of the Parties in decision IX/25, a South-

South Cooperation Forum on Biodiversity for Development will be organized on 18 October 2010, in 

Aichi/Nagoya, Japan at the opening of the tenth meeting of the Parties to the Convention on Biological 

Diversity.  This will provide an important opportunity for G-77 Parties to negotiate and adopt the Multi-

Year Plan of Action, and to showcase it as well as relevant regional initiatives supporting South-South 

cooperation on biodiversity concerns; 

(d) At the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, Yemen, as Chair of G-77, will 

coordinate an official submission of the Multi-Year Plan of Action to the Conference of the Parties in 

conjunction with a statement to be presented at the Ministerial segment of the Conference.   

 

                                                      
20 Cooperation South newsletter, UNDP 2006 - Juma, C., Gitta, C., DiSenso, A. and Bruce, A., “Forging new Technology 

Alliances: the role of South-South Cooperation”. 
21 UNDP/Japan Partnership Supporting South-South Cooperation, Innovative Triangular Cooperation towards the Millennium 

Development Goals, 1999-2004, UNDP, Special Unit for SSC. 




