
 

To:  CBD National Focal Points 

 

  

Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
United Nations Environment Programme 
413 Saint-Jacques Street, Suite 800,  Montreal, QC, H2Y 1N9, Canada 
Tel : +1 514 288 2220             Fax : +1 514 288 6588 
secretariat@cbd.int                 www.cbd.int  

 

 

Ref.: SCBD/SEL/OJ/lb/81192 21 January 2013 

 

N O T I F I C A T I O N 
 

Meeting of “Friends of the Convention on Biological Diversity”, 11 – 12 February 2013 

 

Dear Madam/Sir, 

 

The purpose of this notification is to provide information on a meeting of “Friends of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity” to be held in Bogis-Bossey, Switzerland, on 11–

12 February 2013. 

 

With the generous support of the Government of Switzerland, the meeting of the “Friends 

of the Convention” will bring together the members of the Bureau of the Conference of the 

Parties, the Chair of the SBSTTA, as well as a small number of experts, from governmental, non-

governmental organizations and stakeholders, which enjoy a broad experience of the 

Convention’s work and expertise in environmental issues generally. The need to ensure a fair 

geographic representation and gender balance was also borne in mind in the selection of 

participants. A list of participants is attached for information.  

 

In essence, the meeting of the “Friends of the Convention” is intended to be a 

brainstorming session on the work of the Convention on Biological Diversity in an informal 

setting. Participants will be invited to reflect on accomplishments and exchange views on how 

best to approach the current challenges with a view to making further progress towards the 

objectives of the Convention and the Biodiversity Strategy 2011-2020. 

 

The process established under the Convention has produced an extensive body of 

decisions over the years in the form of “principles” and “guidelines” to assist Parties in the 

pursuit of the Convention’s objectives, as well as three subsidiary agreements in the form of 

protocols. This process culminated, in 2010, with the adoption of the Strategic Plan for 

Biodiversity 2011-2020 and its Aichi Biodiversity targets, as well as the declaration by the 

General Assembly of the United Nations Decade for Biodiversity, and more recently with the 

adoption of a decision on resource mobilization.  

  

With the finalization of these agreements and decisions, the Convention has entered a new 

stage in its implementation. Thus, participants in the meeting will be invited to reflect on past and 

future operations of the Convention and to take a fresh look at its work, including on such issues 

as: how the organs established under the Convention − including the Conference of the Parties, 



its subsidiary bodies and the Secretariat − can most effectively assist Parties in achieving the 

Biodiversity targets at this juncture; how to mainstream biodiversity into the development agenda 

and in economic policy-making at the national level; and how the Convention can work most 

effectively with other Conventions and organizations to maximize synergies. 

 

A summary-record of the discussions will be made available to the Ad Hoc Open-ended 

Working Group on the Review of Implementation for information. 

 

Please accept, Madam/Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.  

 

 

 

Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias  

Executive Secretary 



 

 
                                 

 

       
 

Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
United Nations Environment Programme 
413 Saint-Jacques Street, Suite 800,  Montreal, QC, H2Y 1N9, Canada 
Tel : +1 514 288 2220,   Fax : +1 514 288 6588 
secretariat@cbd.int      www.cbd.int  

 

   
 

MEETING OF THE FRIENDS OF THE CBD – TENTATIVE LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

Bogis-Bossey, Switzerland, 11 – 12 February 2013 

 

Africa 

Boukar Atari, Niger*  

Gemedo Dalle Tussie, Ethiopia* 

Malta Qwathekana, South Africa 

Asia and the Pacific 

India;*** 

Zhang Wenguo, China;  

Kazuaki Hoshino, Japan;  

Yeon-chul,Yoo Republic of Korea;**  

Chaweewan Hutacharern Thailand* 

Eleni Marama Rova, Fiji* 

Central and Eastern Europe 

Ioseb Kartsivadze, Georgia;* 

Alexander Shestakov, Russia;  

Senka Barudanovic, Bosnia& Herzegovina* 

 

GRULAC 

Paulino de Carvalho, Brazil;  

Valeria Gonzalez Posse, Argentina*  

Hesiquio Benitez Dias Mexico  

Spencer Thomas, Grenada* 

 

EU/JUSCANZ 

Jeremy Eppel UK*  

Nicola Breier, Germany  

Jill Hanna, EU  

Tone Solhaug, Norway* 

Donna Petrachenko, Australia  

François Pythoud, Switzerland  

Andreas Obrecht, Switzerland  

 

Scientific community 

Anne Larigauderie, DIVERSITAS   

NGOs 

Lasse Gustavasson, WWF  

Guenter Mitlacher, WWF Germany  

Friederick Wulf, CBD Alliance  

 

ILCs 

Lucy Mulenkei, Indigenous Information  

Network, Kenya 

Maria Yolanda Teran Maigua, Andean 

Chinchasuyu, Ecuador 

 

International organizations 

Carlos Martin-Novella, UNEP 

Nik Sekhran, UNDP 

Gustavo Fonseca, GEF 

Valerie Hickey, World Bank 

John Scanlon, CITES  

Anada Tiéga, Convention on Wetlands 

Jane Smart, IUCN  

 

*** COP President   

** COP Future President    

* COP Bureau member    
 
 

 

 


