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30 September 2014
N O T I F I C A T I O N

High-level Segment of the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the

Convention on Biological Diversity

15-16 October 2014 – Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea
Madam/Sir,

I am pleased to share with you, at the request of the Government of the Republic of Korea, updates and additional information in relation to the High-level Segment of the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP12) to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) to take place    on 15-16 October 2014 in Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea. A revised provisional programme is enclosed for your reference. 
Interventions during the High Level Segment
I would like to call your attention to the attached ‘Intervention Request Form’ which describes the methodology of the event and invites ministers and high level participants to make a request to intervene during the High-level Segment. Please return the form as soon as possible to the Government of the Republic of Korea (contact details are provided on the form).

COP12 High Level Segment Press Panels - 16 and 17 October 2014
The format envisaged for the High-level Segment, while providing the opportunity for dynamic dialogue, will not allow all ministers and participants to deliver remarks as has been the practice in previous events.  Therefore, to permit Ministers or their high-level representatives with the opportunity to present remarks in a format that can be used by national media, the CBD Secretariat will be making structured media opportunities available to them.  

The thematic press briefings, structured around the topics of the High-level Segment, will start in the morning of 16 October 2014, and continue until the morning of 17 October 2014.  The briefings will be webcast live on the websites of the CBD and the Republic of Korea and on demand streams will be available following the live broadcast.  

The 25-minute briefings will include from four to seven speakers and will cover the following topics:
· Press Panel 1 – Thursday, 16 October 2014 10 a.m. (local time): Integrating biodiversity into the sustainable development agenda at national and international levels 

· Press Panel 2 – Thursday, 16 October 2014 10.30 a.m. (local time): Integrating NBSAPs into national and local development and poverty eradication strategies and planning processes

· Press Panel 3 – Thursday, 16 October 2014 3.30 p.m. (local time): Nature based solutions for global challenges

· Press Panel 4 – Thursday, 16 October 2014 4.30 p.m. (local time): Biodiversity, Climate change and Creative Economy

· Press Panel 5 – Friday, 17 October 2014 11 a.m. (local time): Peace and Biodiversity

· Press Panel 6 – Friday, 17 October 2014 11.30 a.m. (local time): Sustainable Ocean Initiative

Each panel will include from four to seven speakers who will be participants at the High-level Segment, with regionally-balanced representation. The panellists will be asked to provide brief remarks of 3-4 minutes of national initiatives and announcements that relate to the topic on hand.  Panellists will be invited to interact with each other as well. A moderator from the CBD Secretariat will manage discussions and any questions that may come from the floor.

Expressions of interest from Ministers or their high-level representatives should include the following information:
· Theme to be addressed (Panel)

· Basic elements of statement, possible questions the Minister or official would like to be asked
· Name and title of person who will participate

· Any press attache contacts for the speaker, including the addresses and contact details of national journalists who should be notified of the briefing

Expressions of interest should be sent to Mr. David Ainsworth, CBD Information Officer, at the following e-mail address: david.ainsworth@cbd.int no later than 5 October 2014.

Parallel events to take place in the margins of COP 12

Participants of the High-level Segment of COP 12 are reminded that, as described in Notification 2014-103 and amongst other parallel and side events to take place in the margins of COP 12, the COP 12 Business and Biodiversity Forum, 12-14 October 2014, and the Biodiversity Summit for Cities and Subnational Governments, 13-14 October 2014, will be convened at the Alpensia Convention Centre in Pyeonghcang. 
The overall theme of the business forum will be “Mainstreaming Biodiversity: Innovative Opportunities for Business” which will look at practical methods for businesses to play a role in the overall objectives of the Convention and the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020.  The cities and subnational summit will focus on collaboration between levels of government, including national government, and features strong participation from representatives of these levels. 
In the case of both events, participants of the High-level Segment are welcomed to attend. A brief summary of the key points of the meetings will be presented to the High-level Segment, and a full report will be made available soon after the Conference of the Parties.
We would greatly appreciate if you could also ensure that the enclosed information is brought to the kind attention of your respective ministers.

Please accept, Madam/Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration. 


Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias

Executive Secretary
Enclosures

 High Level Segment – COP 12
Draft PROGRAMME


(As of 30 September 2014)
	Time
	October 15 (Wed.)

	Morning 

Session

(10:00~13:00)
	Opening Ceremony (10:00-11:00)

	
	Opening Remarks
- H.E. Mr. Seongkyu Yoon (Minister of Environment of the Republic of Korea)
Congratulatory Remarks
- President of the Republic of Korea (TBC)
- Mr. Ban Ki-moon (Secretary-General, United Nations)(video-taped message)

- Ms. Helen Clark (Administrator of United Nations Development Programme)
- Ms. Naoko Ishii (Chief Executive Officer of Global Environment Facility)
- Mr. Ibrahim Thiaw (Deputy Executive Director of United Nations Environment Programme)(TBC)
- Mr. Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias (Executive Secretary of Convention on Biological Diversity)

	
	Plenary Session (11:20-13:00)

	
	Opening Statement
- H.E. Mr. Seongkyu Yoon (Minister of Environment of the Republic of Korea)
Introduction of GBO4
- Mr. Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias (Executive Secretary of Convention on Biological Diversity)
Perspectives from Partners and Stakeholders

- Mr. Cristian Samper (President of Wildlife Conservation Society)
- Mr. Moon-Soon Choi (Governor of Gangwon Province)
- Mr. Reg Melanson (Executive Director of Canadian Business and Biodiversity Council)
- Ms. Maria Eugenia Choque Quispe (Member of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues)

	Luncheon

(13:00~15:00)
	Luncheon (Host: National Institute of Ecology of Korea) (13:00-14:00, Meadow Room, 2F)
* 2014 Award Ceremony for the MIDORI Prize for Biodiversity (14:00-14:30, Meadow Room, 2F)
* GSI/ICCA Launch Reception (14:30-15:00) (TBC)

	Afternoon 

Session

(15:00~18:00)
	Panel Discussion Session I (15:00-18:00)
Theme: Integrating Biodiversity into the Sustainable Development Agenda at National and International levels

	
	[Panel Discussion 1] Integrating Biodiversity into the Sustainable Development Goals and Post-2015 Agenda
Chair:

- H.E. Mr. Juan Jose Guerra Abud (Minister of Environment of Mexico)
Discussant:

- Ms. Naoko Ishii (Chief Executive Officer of Global Environment Facility)
- Ms. Julia Marton-Lefèvre (Director General of International Union for Conservation of Nature)
Presenter:
- Ms. Barbara Degani (Under-Secretary of Environment, Land and Sea of Italy)
- Ms. Monique Barbut (Executive Secretary of United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification)

	
	Break

	
	[Panel Discussion 2] Integrating NBSAPs into National and Local Development and Poverty Eradication Strategies and Planning Processes
Chair:

- TBD
Discussant:

- Mr. Carlos Manuel Rodriguez (Former Minister of Environment and Energy of Costa Rica) 
Presenter:
- H.E. Mr. Ramparany Ramanana Anthelme (Minister of Environment, Ecology and Forest of Madagascar)
- H.E. Ms. Izabella Texeira (Minister of Environment of Brazil)

	Dinner
	Dinner (Host: Ministry of Environment of Korea) (19:00-21:00, Yongpyong Resort Dragon valley Grand Ballroom)
-Minister comments for Gangwon Declaration following presentation on Gangwon Declaration

	Time
	October 16 (Thur.)

	Morning

Session

(09:00~12:30)
	Panel Discussion Session  II (09:00-12:30)
Theme: Biodiversity, Climate Change, and Creative Economy
	SOI  (Sustainable Ocean Initiative) High-level Meeting*

	
	[Panel Discussion 3] Nature-based Solutions to Global Challenges

Chair:

- H.E. Mr. Bruno Oberle (State Secretary of the Federal Office for the Environment of Switzerland)
Discussant:

- H.E. Ms. Judi Wakhungu (Cabinet Secretary of Environment, Water and Natural Resources of Kenya)
- Mr. Janez Potočnik (European Commissioner for the Environment)
Presenter:

- H.E. Mr. Leo Brincat (Minister of Sustainable Development, the Environment and Climate Change of Malta)
- Mr. Abdul Hamid Zakri (Chair of IPBES)
* Commemorative statement for World Food Day (to be delivered at the beginning of the discussion by Mr. Eduardo Mansur, Director, Forest Assessment, Management and Conservation Division , Food and Agriculture Organization)
	

	
	Break
	

	
	[Panel Discussion 4] Biodiversity and Creative Economy

Chair:

- TBD
Discussant:

- H.E. Ms. Kirsten Brosbøl (Minister for the Environment of Denmark) (TBC)
Presenter:

- Mr. Yvo de Boer (Director-General of Global Green Growth Institute)
- Mr. Pavan Sukhdev (Chief Executive Officer of Green Indian States Trust)
	

	Luncheon

(12:30~15:00)
	Luncheon Session (12:30-15:00, Meadow Room, 2F)
Theme: Peace and Biodiversity

	
	Speaker:
- H.E. Mr. Pekka Haavisto (Minister of International Development of Finland)
- H.E. Mr. Andra Rupprechter (Minister of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management of Austria)
- Mr. Gabriel Quijandria (Vice Minister of Environment of Peru)
- Mr. Jae-Chun Choe  (President of National Institute of Ecology of Korea)
- Mr. Hubert Weiger (Chairman of BUND (Friends of the Earth Germany))

	Afternoon Session

(15:30~18:00)
	Closing Session (15:30-17:00)

	
	- Adoption of the Gangwon Declaration
- Chair’s Summary by President of COP12
- Closing Remarks

	
	Press Briefing (17:00-18:00)

	Dinner
	Dinner (Host: COP13 Host Country)


* SOI High-level Meeting will be held as a parallel session

Intervention Request Form

High Level Segment of the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties 
to the Convention on Biological Diversity

15 and 16 October 2014, Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea

The upcoming High Level Segment of the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP 12) to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) is organized around a series of discussion sessions on topics of importance to the CBD Parties. For vibrant exchange of ideas, the participating delegations will be provided with opportunities to intervene in reaction to the presentations and comments by the panellists and are kindly recommended to speak in line with the topic of the session.
With a view to the smooth organization of the sessions and to efficient time management, the participating delegations are kindly invited to indicate on the form below on which panel/topic they would like to intervene and indicate alternative options (2 to 5), in order of preference, so the host government can organize sessions accordingly. Every effort will be made to accommodate your intervention indicated on the form with high priority. Intervention without any prior notification is also welcomed but cannot be secured due to a time limit. In addition, we appeal to your understanding to limit your intervention to 3 minutes.  

Please indicate the name and title of the delegate who would intervene on behalf of your delegation and in which session the delegate wishes to intervene. If your delegation wishes to secure intervention during the session, please complete this form and return it to the Ministry of Environment of Korea via e-mail (HLS@cbdcop12.kr) by 12 October 2014 at the latest. 
	Name and title of the person who will intervene: 

(Name, Title)

	Select preferred topic (1) and indicate alternative choices in order of preference (2 to 5, where 2 is the second favoured option and 5 the least favoured choice)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Wednesday 15 October

15:00-18:00
	Panel Discussion Session I : Integrating Biodiversity into the Sustainable Development Agenda at National and International levels

	
	*[Panel Discussion 1] Integrating Biodiversity into the Sustainable Development Goals and Post-2015 Agenda
	
	
	
	
	

	
	*[Panel Discussion 2] Integrating NBSAPs into National and Local Development and Poverty Eradication Strategies and Planning Processes
	
	
	
	
	

	Thursday 16 October

09:00-12:30
	Panel Discussion Session  II : Biodiversity, Climate Change, and Creative Economy



	
	 *[Panel Discussion 3] Nature-Based Solutions to Global Challenges
	
	
	
	
	

	
	 *[Panel Discussion 4] Biodiversity and Creative Economy
	
	
	
	
	

	Thursday 16 October

12:30-15:00
	*Luncheon Session: Peace and Biodiversity 
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United Nations Environment Programme
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