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5 July 2016
NOTIFICATION
World Health Organization consultations on Nagoya Protocol and the sharing of pathogens
Madam/Sir,
In 2011, the Sixty-fourth World Health Assembly of the World Health Organization (WHO) adopted the “Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Framework for the Sharing of Influenza Viruses and Access to Vaccines and Other Benefits” (PIP Framework). The objective of the PIP Framework is to improve pandemic influenza preparedness and response, and strengthen the protection against the pandemic influenza by improving and strengthening the WHO global influenza surveillance and response system, with the objective of a fair, transparent, equitable, efficient, effective system for, on an equal footing:
(i) the sharing of H5N1 and other influenza viruses with human pandemic potential; and
(ii) access to vaccines and sharing of other benefits.
During the 138th session of the WHO Executive Board in January 2016, WHO Member States requested that WHO conduct a study to analyze how the implementation of the Nagoya Protocol might affect the sharing of pathogens and the potential public health implications.
It may be recalled that in the preamble to the Nagoya Protocol, Parties are mindful of the International Health Regulations (2005) of the World Health Organization and the importance of ensuring access to human pathogens for public health preparedness and response purposes. Furthermore Article 8(b) of the Protocol provides that, in the development and implementation of its access and benefit-sharing legislation or regulatory requirements, each Party shall “[p]ay due regard to cases of present or imminent emergencies that threaten or damage human, animal or plant health, as determined nationally or internationally. Parties may take into consideration the need for expeditious access to genetic resources and expeditious fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the use of such genetic resources, including access to affordable treatments by those in need, especially in developing countries”. In addition, Article 4 addresses the relationship of the Protocol with other international agreements and arrangements.
At the request of WHO, the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity is circulating the information and questions in the annex to this notification and invites national focal points on access and benefit-sharing or national focal points to the Convention on Biological Diversity, as may be appropriate, to provide information to contribute to the study. The information and questions in the annex are being circulated in the form received.
National focal points are kindly invited to submit information to the PIP Secretariat (pipframework@who.int) as soon as possible and no later than 31 July 2016. 
Thank you in advance for your kind cooperation.
Please accept, Madam/Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias


Executive Secretary

Annex
Dear National Focal Points,
During the 138th session of the Executive Board in January 2016, Member States requested that WHO conduct a study to analyse how implementation of the Nagoya Protocol to the Convention on Biological Diversity might affect the sharing of pathogens and the potential public health implications. The Secretariat was requested to report back to the Executive Board in this regard at its 140th session in January 2017. For further information on the scope of the study you can view the Terms of Reference: http://www.who.int/influenza/pip/2016-review/NagoyaStudyTORs.pdf
To assist with our analysis we would appreciate if you could provide written responses to the following questions by 31 July 2016 at pipframework@who.int.
Questions
In your opinion:
1.    What are the implications of implementing the Nagoya Protocol with respect to accessing:
a.    Influenza viruses with pandemic potential? 
b.    Seasonal influenza viruses?
c.    Other pathogens that affect human health? 
2.    What actions do you think could be taken to ensure that, in countries where the Nagoya Protocol is being implemented, public health entities continue to have access to: 
a.    Influenza viruses with pandemic potential? 
b.    Seasonal influenza viruses?
c.    Other pathogens that affect human health?  
3.    Are there specific actions that you would recommend be taken to promote implementation of the Nagoya Protocol in harmony with public health programmes that require access to pathogens? 
Please do not hesitate to contact the PIP Secretariat (pipframework@who.int) if you have any questions. 
Best regards,
PIP Secretariat 
World Health Organization
	To: 
ABS National Focal Points


CBD National Focal Points (where ABS focal points have not yet been designated)
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