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7 November 2016
NOTIFICATION

Muuchtanbal Summit on Indigenous Experience: Traditional Knowledge, Biological and Cultural Diversity, in the margins of the UN Biodiversity Conference
9-11 December 2016 – Cancun, Mexico
Dear Madam/Sir,

I am pleased to inform you that the “Muuchtanbal Summit on Indigenous Experience: Traditional Knowledge, Biological and Cultural Diversity”, under the theme “Mainstreaming the Contributions of Traditional Knowledge, Innovation and Practices across Agriculture, Fisheries, Forestry and Tourism Sectors for the Conservation and Sustainable use of Biodiversity for Well-being”, will be held from 9 to 11 December 2016, as part of the UN Biodiversity Conference, in Cancun, Mexico.
The Summit is jointly organized by the Government of Mexico, through the Secretaría de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales and the Comisión Nacional para el Desarrollo de los Pueblos Indígenas, and with the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit, the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Red Indígena de Turismo de México, the International Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity, SwedBio at Stockholm Resilience Centre, Conservation International, Indigenous Women’s Biodiversity Network, United Nations Development Programme’s Equator Initiative and the GEF Small Grants Programme. 
The aim of the Summit is to exchange information and experiences on the contributions of traditional knowledge, innovations and practices and customary sustainable use of biodiversity across sectors, including agriculture, fisheries, forestry and tourism, and on the links between biological and cultural diversity and its implications for policy makers at the international and national levels. The Summit will also help raising awareness and promote the importance of the collective contributions of indigenous peoples and local communities to the conservation and sustainable use and management of biodiversity.

The Summit is expected to elaborate concrete recommendations on how to better promote the participation of indigenous peoples and local communities in the implementation of the CBD, highlighting their contributions to sustainable development, through the integration of traditional knowledge across diverse sectors. The Summit will also highlight the need to protect and to promote these contributions as well as their importance in the management of local ecosystems, respecting the rights of indigenous peoples and local communities, while promoting cultural diversity, thus contributing to the preservation of biological diversity.

The Summit will also offer an opportunity for participants from different parts of the world to appreciate the value of cultural diversity, and its links to biological diversity, as reflected in the bio‑cultural heritage of indigenous peoples, local and traditional communities. Furthermore, the Summit seeks to identify the importance of respecting, preserving, maintaining, promoting and using traditional knowledge, innovations and practices, in the management of local ecosystems, and the role of the customary use of biodiversity, for the achievement of the Aichi Targets and the Sustainable Development Goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

The three-day meeting will include panel and round-table discussions on mainstreaming traditional knowledge. A field visit to a Mayan indigenous community will take place on the first day. The Summit will conclude with a cultural night to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the International Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity. The agenda and other relevant information will be made available on the Summit’s website at: http://cop13.mx/cumbre-muuchtambal-sobre-experiencia-indigena/.

In this regard, I am pleased to invite Parties, other Governments, indigenous peoples and local community organizations, non-governmental and inter-governmental organizations to attend this important Summit. Kindly note that the event is open to registered participants only. As space is limited, please e-mail your request to participate to Mr. Djessy Monnier (djessy.monnier@cbd.int), with a copy to Ms. Viviana Figueroa (viviana.figuero@cbd.int) as soon as possible, and no later than 20 November 2016, with the enclosed form duly completed.  


Please accept, Madam/Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias

Executive Secretary
Attachment

Annex
Muuchtanbal Summit on Indigenous Experience: Traditional Knowledge, Biological and Cultural Diversity, in the margins of the UN Biodiversity Conference

9-11 December 2016 – Cancun, Mexico

	Personal information

	1. First Name
	

	2. Middle Name
	

	3. Family Name
	

	4. Sex
	 Male
 Female

	5. Country
	

	6. Languages Spoken
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 English                         FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spanish                   FORMCHECKBOX 
 French     Other

	7. Contact details (E-mail)
	

	8. Are you registered to attend the UN Biodiversity Conference? (Kindly note that registration to COP 13 is a pre-requisite to have access to this event.)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes                    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	Work-related information/experience

	9. Current job title 
	

	10. Specific experience relevant to:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
1. Traditional knowledge, innovations and practices related to:

     i. Agriculture
     ii. Forestry

     iii. Fisheries

     iv. Tourism

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  2. The use, management and conservation of Biodiversity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  3. Community governance of biodiversity
	

	11. What would be your specific contributions to the Summit?
	

	12. What is your expectation from the Muuchtanbal on Indigenous Experience: Biological and Cultural Diversity?
	

	13. Other comments
	


To: CBD, NP and TK Focal Points, indigenous peoples and local community organizations, NGOs, IGOs   
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	Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity

United Nations Environment Programme
413 Saint-Jacques Street, Suite 800,  Montreal, QC, H2Y 1N9, Canada

Tel : +1 514 288 2220             Fax : +1 514 288 6588

secretariat@cbd.int                 www.cbd.int
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