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N O T I F I C A T I O N
Invitation to comment on submissions of new descriptions and modifications to existing descriptions 
of areas meeting the criteria for ecologically or biologically significant marine areas (EBSAs)

Dear Sir or Madam,
The present notification is to inform Parties, other Governments, competent intergovernmental organizations, indigenous peoples and local communities, and other relevant stakeholders that the Secretariat has received submissions containing descriptions of new areas meeting the criteria for ecologically or biologically significant marine areas (EBSAs), as well as modifications to existing EBSA descriptions. These submissions have been uploaded to the webpage for submissions within national jurisdiction for inclusion in the repository, at https://www.cbd.int/ebsa/ism/submissions/records1. A list of these submissions is provided in annex I to this notification. 
In line with the modalities provided in the annex to decision 16/16, Parties, other Governments, competent intergovernmental organizations, indigenous peoples and local communities and other relevant stakeholders are hereby invited to submit comments on these submissions. This comment period will be open for six months from the date of the present notification. 
The Secretariat will screen comments to ensure that they are relevant to the submission. Comments should focus on scientific and technical input to strengthen the submission. Comments received in response to this notification will be posted in the information-sharing mechanism and sent to the proponent. Upon receiving comments, the proponent may: 
· Address the comments, if any, and, if necessary, provide a revised version of the submission to the Secretariat;
· Not address the comments and not proceed further, in which case the information-sharing mechanism will show a record of the submission and the comments, and the actual submission and comments will be available from the Secretariat upon request; or
· Request the Secretariat to remove its original submission and comments from the information-sharing mechanism. 
For further details regarding the modalities for the modification of descriptions of EBSAs and the description of new areas, please refer to the full text of decision 16/16.   
Comments must be submitted by the CBD National Focal Point (with respect to States) or by the head of the organization by 1 May 2026 using the template provided in annex II to this notification. The template may be uploaded through the Clearing-House Mechanism, using this link, or sent by e-mail to the Secretariat (secretariat@cbd.int).
Please accept, Sir, Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Astrid Schomaker
Executive Secretary

Attachments



Annex I

Submissions within national jurisdiction for inclusion in the repository, uploaded on 31 October 2025
https://www.cbd.int/ebsa/ism/submissions/records1

	Name of area
	Proponent

	Bentiaba   
	Angola

	Chiloango Mangroves  
	Angola

	Longa Coastline 
	Angola

	Mussulo-Kwanza-Cabo Ledo Complex
	Angola

	Ombaca Canyon and Seamount Complex
	Angola

	Ponta Padrao Mangroves and Turtle Beaches
	Angola

	L’embouchure de la lagune Aby
	Côte d'Ivoire

	Cape Fria
	Namibia

	Namib Flyway
	Namibia

	Namibian Islands
	Namibia

	Walvis Ridge Namibia
	Namibia

	Namibe
	Namibia, Angola

	Orange Cone
	Namibia, South Africa

	Orange Seamount and Canyon Complex
	South Africa, Namibia 

	Agulhas Bank Nursery Area
	South Africa

	Algoa to Amathole
	South Africa

	Browns Bank
	South Africa

	Cape Canyon and Associated Islands, Bays and Lagoon
	South Africa

	Childs Bank and Shelf Edge
	South Africa

	Kingklip Corals
	South Africa

	KwaZulu-Natal Bight and uThukela River  
	South Africa

	Mallory Escarpment and Trough
	South Africa

	Namaqua Coastal Area
	South Africa

	Namaqua Fossil Forest
	South Africa

	Protea Banks and Sardine Route
	South Africa

	Protea Seamount Cluster
	South Africa

	Seas of Goodhope
	South Africa

	Shackleton Seamount Complex
	South Africa

	Tsitsikamma-Robberg 
	South Africa




Annex II
Template for comments on submissions of new descriptions and modifications to existing descriptions 
of areas meeting the criteria for ecologically or biologically significant marine areas (EBSAs), at https://www.cbd.int/ebsa/ism/submissions/records1

Please use a separate template for each area.

	Name of area 


	Contact information

	Surname:

	Given Name:

	Government (if applicable):

	Organization (if applicable):

	E-mail:

	Comments (please refer to template of submission)

	Section
	Comments

	General
	

	Name of the area
	

	Type of submission
	

	Reason for modification
	

	How the submission was developed
	

	Abstract
	

	Introduction
	

	Location
	

	Feature description of the proposed area
	

	Feature condition and future outlook of the proposed area
	

	Assessment of the area against CBD EBSA Criteria (please identify the criterion to which your comment refers)
	

	References
	

	Maps and Figures
	

	Rights and permissions
	

	Additional rows can be added to this table by selecting “Table” followed by “insert” and “rows below”



Please submit the completed template through the Clearing-House Mechanism using this link (under the tab “submission form”, upload the template to the “documents” section), or by e-mail to secretariat@cbd.int, within the comment period indicated at https://www.cbd.int/ebsa/ism/submissions/records1. 

	To: CBD National Focal Points, SBSTTA Focal Points, Marine and Coastal Biodiversity Focal Points, indigenous peoples and local communities, and relevant global and regional organizations and initiatives
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Title
Department
City, Country
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