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N O T I F I C A T I O N
[bookmark: _Hlk212737584]Expert meeting on draft global guidance on the sustainable management of wildlife applicable to multiple species and practices
9 to 11 February 2026 – Bonn, Germany 

Dear Sir or Madam, 
I am pleased to invite Parties, other Governments, indigenous peoples and local communities, women and youth organizations and other relevant organizations to nominate representatives to participate in an expert meeting on the draft global guidance on the sustainable management of wildlife applicable to multiple species and multiple practices. The meeting, organized by the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity with funding support from the European Union, will be held at the Convention on Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) headquarters in Bonn, Germany from 9 to 11 February 2026
The meeting is being convened in response to COP decision 16/15 in which Parties request the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of resources, in collaboration with the Collaborative Partnership on Sustainable Wildlife Management, in particular the Secretariat of the Convention on Migratory Species and the Secretariat of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, and with inputs from Parties, other Governments, indigenous peoples and local communities, women, youth and relevant organizations, to prepare draft global guidance on the sustainable management of wildlife applicable to multiple species and multiple practices, with a focus on: 
(a) Inclusive and participatory decision-making;
(b) The inclusion of multiple systems of knowledge and the recognition of rights; and 
(c) The equitable distribution of costs and benefits. 
The decision further requests the Executive Secretary to submit the draft guidance to the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice for its consideration at a meeting to be held before the seventeenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, ensuring that such guidance avoids the duplication of existing guidance.
The purpose of the expert meeting is to review and provide technical inputs to the first draft of this guidance. The meeting aims to ensure that the draft reflects balanced, science-based and context-sensitive approaches to wildlife management that are inclusive, participatory and consistent with the objectives of the Convention and the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework. Experts will examine the draft’s structure, scope and proposed principles, identify gaps and areas requiring clarification, and propose revisions to strengthen its practical applicability across ecological, social and economic contexts. 
Parties, other Governments, indigenous peoples and local communities, women and youth organizations and other relevant organizations are therefore invited to nominate a representative to attend this meeting. It is advised that the nominee be an officer or expert who is leading or supporting sustainable wildlife management at the national level.  The selection of experts will take into account relevant expertise, as well as geographical representation and gender balance.
Nominations should be submitted in the form of an official letter addressed to the Executive Secretary, signed by the national focal point or head of organization, indicating the name and full contact details of the nominee, and accompanied by a duly completed nomination form (see Annex 1 to the present notification) describing relevant expertise and experience of the nominee.  The nomination should also be accompanied by a completed Interest Disclosure Form (see Annex 2 to the present notification). Nominations should be sent to secretariat@cbd.int as soon as possible and no later than 15 December 2025.
Selected experts eligible for funding will be provided with air travel and daily subsistence allowance (DSA) for incidental costs according to UN rules. Details concerning DSA for participation in the meeting will be communicated to funded delegates separately. Information and documents relevant to the meeting will be made available in due course. The meeting will be conducted in English. 
I look forward to receiving nominations for the meeting at the earliest opportunity.
Please accept, Sir, Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration.

(Signed) Astrid Schomaker
Executive Secretary
Enclosures
	To:  CBD national focal points, Cartagena Protocol focal points, ABS focal points, SBSTTA focal points, indigenous peoples and local communities, and relevant organizations
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