UK sample chapter of the 4th Convention on Biological Diversity National Report

Cover Note

The fourth national report to the Convention on Biological Diversity is due to be submitted in March 2009.  CBD COP decided that the report would provide an important opportunity to assess progress towards the 2010 target, drawing upon an analysis of the current status and trends in biodiversity and actions taken to implement the Convention at the national level, as well as to consider what further efforts are needed.
The CBD Secretariat have developed guidelines for production of the fourth national report based on the experience and lessons learned from previous reporting processes under the Convention, in particular from the second and third national reports.  The multiple-choice questionnaire, the main format adopted for these earlier reports, has proven less helpful than expected for review and decision-making processes under the Convention, focusing too narrowly on COP decisions addressed to Parties rather than providing a more complete picture of national implementation.
The new guidelines were prepared according to guidance provided by the first meeting of the Working Group on Review of Implementation (WGRI), endorsed by COP 8 decision VIII/14.  The report will be composed of four main chapters:

· Chapter I – Overview of Biodiversity Status, Trends and Threats

· Chapter II – Current Status of National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans

· Chapter III – Sectoral and Cross-sectoral Integration or Mainstreaming of Biodiversity Considerations

· Chapter IV – Conclusions: Progress Towards the 2010 Target and Implementation of the Strategic Plan

Decision VIII/14 also requested the CBD secretariat to make available a sample fourth national report for use by Parties on a voluntary basis.  The Secretariat approached the UK to contribute one of the chapters of the sample report - the UK offered a draft of Chapter IV.  

Chapter IV draws upon the information in the first three chapters of the report to analyse how national actions taken to implement the Convention are contributing to achievement of the 2010 target and relevant goals and objectives of the Strategic Plan. 
The guidelines from the Secretariat split Chapter IV into three sections:
1. Section A. Progress towards the 2010 Target: Parties are requested to assess progress towards the 2010 target at the national level, using the CBD framework for goals and targets.  In order to fulfil this requirement the UK has mapped the UK Biodiversity Indicators to the framework.  It is also the intention to add detail of related national targets and the UK contribution to the global targets.
2. Section B. Progress towards the Goals and Objectives of the Strategic Plan of the Convention: Parties are requested to assess progress in meeting, or contributing to, the relevant goals and objectives of the Strategic Plan.  The UK has drafted an assessment against each of the objectives.
3. Section C. Conclusions: Parties are asked to provide an overall assessment of whether implementation of the Convention has had an impact on improving conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources in their country.  An analysis of lessons learned regarding implementation, a summary of future priorities and capacity-building needs, and suggestions for actions that need to be taken at the regional and global levels to further enhance implementation of the Convention are also requested.

UK Sample Chapter IV of the 4th National Report to the Convention on Biological Diversity

Chapter IV draws upon the information in the first three chapters of the report to analyse how national actions taken to implement the Convention are contributing to achievement of the 2010 target and relevant goals and objectives of the Strategic Plan. 

The UK sample Chapter IV shows how we intend to report including suggestions on the likely sources of information, the style of reporting and the level of reporting.  Where content is readily available and is helpful in illustrating the type of reporting envisaged, it has been included.  Every attempt has been made to follow the guidelines produced by the Secretariat as closely as possible and references back to the relevant guidelines are included within each component of the sample Chapter IV report. 

Given that Chapter IV is very much a summary chapter, that builds on Chapters I to III, it is necessary to provide some summary information about how the UK intends to report against the guidelines for these chapters:
Chapter I will be based on the various biodiversity indicators that exist at UK and sub-UK levels and these would be supported by information contained in a variety of reports published by the UK Government and Devolved Administrations, including websites and papers. 
Chapter II will be produced from the regular reporting on the UK Biodiversity Action Plan species and habitat action plans. Reports are produced every three years and in 2008 the UK will undertake its 4th reporting round. 
Chapter III will be based on the progress made to develop cross-sectoral approaches to the development of country and more local biodiversity strategies and action plans, and the strong emphasis on partnership to deliver biodiversity action.   
In order to keep the report as succinct as possible, only summary details will be provided, with weblinks to provide signposting to further information.
Section A: Progress Towards the 2010 Target
Section A will show how the headline UK Biodiversity Indicators (www.jncc.gov.uk/biyp) map on to the CBD framework of goals and targets.  Illustrative text has been provided for Goals 1 and 2. Further details will be added in relation to national targets, including the provenance of the targets as a means of illustrating the extent to which the UK has integrated the work of the CBD into various sectors.  This exercise also assists the UK in coordinating cross sectoral implementation of the CBD and in identifying where the UK biodiversity indicators might have an additional role in relation to national targets/objectives. 
This information will be presented in the form of a table in which:
Column 1.  The provisional framework of goals and targets from COP Decision VII/30
Column 2.  Includes high level targets from government strategies in the UK and Devolved Administrations
, showing how these targets link to their respective CBD target and describing briefly how they are being addressed, including the types of organization involved in delivery. 

The main sources of information will be:

· Working with the Grain of Nature (http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/biodiversity/biostrat/biostrategy1to4.pdf), which is the Biodiversity Strategy for England.  Appendices 1 to 9 tabulate (amongst other things) the outcomes and actions for each sector of the strategy and collectively amount to a framework of outcomes and actions for implementing within England, many of the targets in the CBD provisional framework of goals and targets. 

· Scotland’s Biodiversity – It’s in Your Hands (http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/25954/0014583.pdf), which is a strategy for the conservation and enhancement of biodiversity in Scotland.  Chapter 4 of this strategy sets out 2030 outcomes and actions for achieving them under 5 strategic objectives.  Collectively these outcomes and actions implement many of the CBD targets in Scotland.
· The Wales Environment Strategy Action Plan sets out 39 outcomes to achieve by 2026 and includes 62 actions for achieving them.  While the actions and outcomes for Wales cover a broader whole environment scope there are still many that are very closely related to work needed in Wales to meet the CBD targets. (http://new.wales.gov.uk/docrepos/40382/4038231121/118554/Env_strat_rewrite/Action_Plan_e.pdf?lang=en).  
· The Northern Ireland Biodiversity Strategy (http://www.ehsni.gov.uk/nibs2002.pdf), which explains how Northern Ireland plan to protect and enhance biodiversity until 2016.
Column 3.  The text in this column will set the UK contribution in the context of the global 2010 target.  This should allow the CBD Secretariat, when compiling national reports from many Parties, to understand the contribution that the UK makes to the global issue to which the target relates.  This is challenging information to produce but it should facilitate aggregation of national progress assessments into global assessments and thereby make a substantial contribution to the third Global Biodiversity Outlook and other international biodiversity assessments.  
Column 4.  The most relevant UK Biodiversity Indicators to assess the global 2010 targets are listed.

Column 5.  The most recent UK indicator assessment (trends since 2000) is given. The UK indicators are updated annually, depending on data availability. A full assessment will be undertaken in 2009 in order to submit the most recent information in the 4th National Report; see www.jncc.gov.uk/biyp for details. 
Key to symbols used:
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	=
	improving
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	=
	little or no overall change
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	=
	deteriorating
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	=
	insufficient or no comparable data


Column 6.  Additional remarks will comment on the indicator assessment. 
Table 1. Illustrative table showing how national targets and indicators will be used to assess progress towards global goals and targets. The table is partially completed on the basis of available information.
	Global goals and targets 
	Relevance to UK, related national targets 
	UK contribution to global target 
	Relevant UK indicators
	2007 indicator assessment
	Remarks

	Protect the components of biodiversity

	Goal 1. Promote the conservation of the biological  diversity of ecosystems, habitats and biomes

	Target 1.1: At least 10% of each of the world’s ecological regions effectively conserved. 
	The UK Government has a target to bring 95% by area of nationally important wildlife sites in England into favourable condition by 2010.
	10% of the terrestrial land area of the UK falls within protected areas.  These areas have been selected to cover habitats and species of particular importance for the Atlantic biogeographic region. Representivity of sites for the entire region is ensured and coordinated at a European level under the EU Habitats Directive. The UK is currently in the process of designating marine protected areas. 
	6 (a). Extent of protected areas
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	The UK has over 6,800 protected areas, the vast majority of which are underpinned by designation as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (A/SSSI) under national legislation. The area protected increased from 2.4 m ha in 1996 to 3.5m ha in 2006.  



	
	
	
	6 (b). Protected Areas – Condition of species and habitat features
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	At a UK scale 69.9% of species and habitats features on ASSI, SSSI, SPA, SAC and Ramsar sites were in favourable or unfavourable-recovering condition by end December 2006.

	Target 1.2: Areas of particular importance to biodiversity protected
	As part of the UK Biodiversity Action Plan action plans and conservation targets have been agreed for 45 priority habitats. Targets include maintenance and restoration.
	
	4. UK BAP priority habitats
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	In 2005 the status of 33 habitats was assessed. 48% were assessed as stable or increasing and 51% were assessed as declining or fluctuating. 

	
	
	
	14. Habitat Connectivity
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	Indicator under development.

	Goal 2. Promote the conservation of species diversity

	Target 2.1: Restore, maintain, or reduce the decline of populations of species of selected taxonomic groups.
	The UK Government  has a target to reverse the long-term decline in farmland birds in England by 2020. 
	At a global scale the IUCN Red Data Books identify species at high risk of global extinction. Considering the vulnerable, endangered and critically endangered categories 51 species within the list occur in the UK: Marine fish and marine mammals are quite prominent. 

Of the 1,149 species recently identified as the priorities for national conservation action 18.4% (211 species) have UK populations representing more than 25% of the biogeographic total. These are broken down as follows:

Birds 23
Mammals 1
Inverts 56
Higher Plants 52
Lower Plants 71
Other 8

	1 (a). Trends in populations of selected species (birds)
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	The long term decline in farmland and woodland birds in the UK appears to have halted. Seabird populations are also relatively stable.


	
	
	
	1 (b). Trends in populations of selected species (butterflies)
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	Since 2000, there has been little or no change in the populations of specialist and generalist butterflies in the UK.  

	
	
	
	2. Plant diversity
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	No recent trend data are currently available. Plant diversity is assessed every 8-10 years as part of the national Countryside Survey. Results of the most recent survey in 2007 are expected to be published towards the end of 2008.  

	Target 2.2: Status of threatened species improved.   
	The UK Government and Devolved Administrations have recently agreed revised targets to restore or expand the populations for the original UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP) 391 priority species/

species groups.  Data from these species have been gathered since 1999, and more comprehensive  trend data can be produced to cover the period 2002 to 2008, which will feed into the UK assessment of the 2010 Biodiversity Target.
Further, a review of the UKBAP that concluded in 2007 identified 1,149 priority species that will help drive the focus of conservation action over the next decade. 


	
	3. UK BAP Priority Species
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	In 2005 the status of 289 species which have been prioritised for conservation action were assessed. Of these 62% were assessed as stable or increasing.  38% were assessed as declining or lost. This was an improvement on the assessment undertaken in 2002.

	Goal 3. Promote the conservation of genetic diversity

	Target 3.1:  Genetic diversity of crops, livestock, and of harvested species of trees, fish and wildlife and other valuable species conserved, and associated indigenous and local knowledge maintained.


	To be completed
	To be completed
	5. Genetic diversity
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	Indicator under development.

	Promote sustainable use

	Goal 4. Promote sustainable use and consumption.

	Target 4.1: Biodiversity-based products derived from sources that are sustainably managed, and Production areas managed consistent with the conservation of biodiversity.
	To be completed
	To be completed
	7. Sustainable woodland management
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	Across the UK the percentage of woodland under certified management increased from 37% in 2001 to 44% in 2006.

	
	
	
	8. Area of agri-environment land
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	In 2006 the area of UK land in agri-environment schemes reached nearly 7.6 m ha, a threefold increase since 2000.

	
	
	
	15 (a). Biological river quality
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	In 2004 70% of rivers in England were of good biological quality, up from 60% in 1990 and 67% in 2000. 51% of rivers in Northern Ireland and 79% in Wales were also of good biological quality in 2004.

	Target 4.2 Unsustainable consumption, of biological resources, or that impacts upon biodiversity, reduced.
	To be completed
	To be completed
	9. Sustainable fisheries
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	In 2005 35% of UK assessed marine fish stocks were considered to be harvested sustainably, an increase from levels of 10-20% assessed before 2000.

	Target 4.3: No species of wild flora or fauna endangered by international trade.
	To be completed 
	To be completed
	No UK relevant UK indicators at present.

	Address threats to biodiversity

	Goal 5. Pressures from habitat loss, land use change and degradation, and unsustainable water use, reduced

	Target 5.1. Rate of loss and degradation of natural habitats decreased.
	To be completed
	To be completed
	4. UK BAP Priority Habitats
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	In 2005 the status of 33 habitats was assessed. 48% were assessed as stable or increasing and 51% were assessed as declining or fluctuating.

	
	
	
	6 (b). Protected Areas – Condition of species and habitat features
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	At a UK scale 69.9% of species and habitats features on ASSI, SSSI, SPA, SAC and Ramsar sites were in favourable or unfavourable-recovering condition by end December 2006.

	
	
	
	14. Habitat Connectivity
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	Indicator under development

	Goal 6. Control threats from invasive alien species

	Target 6.1. Pathways for major potential alien invasive species controlled.
	To be completed
	To be completed
	11. Invasive species
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	Indicator under development



	Target 6.2. Management plans in place for major alien species that threaten ecosystems, habitats or species.
	To be completed
	To be completed
	
	
	

	Goal 7. Address challenges to biodiversity from climate change, and pollution

	Target 7.1. Maintain and enhance resilience of the components of biodiversity to adapt to climate change.
	To be completed
	To be completed
	12. Spring Index
	Not assessed
	This is a ‘context’ indicator which demonstrates the effects of climate change on the timing of biological events (i.e. phenology) for selected species. The trends in the indicator are not used to assess progress towards the 2010 target.

	
	
	
	14. Habitat Connectivity
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	Indicator under development



	Target 7.2. Reduce pollution and its impacts on biodiversity.
	To be completed
	To be completed
	10 (a). Ecological impacts of air pollution – Area affected by acidity
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	Between 2000 and 2003 the percentage of sensitive habitat area where acid deposited exceeded critical loads declined from 60% to 56%. 

	
	
	
	10 (b). Ecological impacts of air pollution – Area affected by nitrogen
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	The percentage of sensitive habitat area subject to critical loads of nitrogen pollution remained at 59% between 2000 and 2003.

	Maintain goods and services from biodiversity to support human well-being

	Goal 8. Maintain capacity of ecosystems to deliver goods and services and support livelihoods

	Target 8.1. Capacity of ecosystems to deliver goods and services maintained.
	To be completed
	To be completed
	13. Marine Trophic Index
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	Indicator under development

	
	
	
	15 (a). River quality (biological)
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	In 2004 70% of rivers in England were of good biological quality, up from 60% in 1990 and 67% in 2000. 51% of rivers in Northern Ireland and 79% in Wales were also of good biological quality in 2004.  In Scotland, 87% of rivers were of good quality in 2004 based on a combined chemical, biological and aesthetic assessment.

	Target 8.2. Biological resources that support sustainable livelihoods, local food security and health care, especially of poor people maintained.
	To be completed
	To be completed
	No relevant UK indicators at present

	Protect traditional knowledge, innovations and practices

	Goal 9 Maintain socio-cultural diversity of indigenous and local communities

	Target 9.1. Protect traditional knowledge, innovations and practices.
	To be completed
	To be completed
	No relevant UK indicators at present



	Target 9.2. Protect the rights of indigenous and local communities over their traditional knowledge, innovations and practices, including their rights to benefit‑sharing.
	To be completed
	To be completed
	

	Ensure the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the use of genetic resources

	Goal 10. Ensure the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the use of genetic resources

	Target 10.1. All access to genetic resources is in line with the Convention on Biological Diversity and its relevant provisions.
	To be completed
	To be completed
	No relevant UK indicators at present

	Target 10.2. Benefits arising from the commercial and other utilization of genetic resources shared in a fair and equitable way with the countries providing such resources in line with the Convention on Biological Diversity and its relevant provisions
	To be completed
	To be completed
	No relevant UK indicators at present

	Ensure provision of adequate resources

	Goal 11: Parties have improved financial, human, scientific, technical and technological capacity to implement the Convention

	Target 11.1. New and additional financial resources are transferred to developing country Parties, to allow for the effective implementation of their commitments under the Convention, in accordance with Article 20.
	To be completed
	To be completed
	17. Expenditure on global biodiversity
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	Between 2000/01 and 2005/06 there was a four fold (456%) increase in real terms of UK funding for global biodiversity to £26m.  During the same period there was a 22% increase in UK GDP.

	Target 11.2. Technology is transferred to developing country Parties, to allow for the effective implementation of their commitments under the Convention, in accordance with its Article 20, paragraph 4.
	To be completed
	To be completed
	No relevant UK indicators at present


The format and information used to produce the UK fourth national report will be very different to the third national report.  A complete review of third national report in light of the fourth national report format would be time consuming. The UK proposes to list a relatively small number of headline achievements (something in the order of 2 to 10 headlines) since the third national report.  The UK will briefly explain how the achievements contribute to implementing the CBD and meeting the 2010 targets.  Particular attention will be paid to identifying achievements relating to Section B of the third national report that deals with targets and priority setting.    

UK Sample Chapter IV of the 4th National Report to the Convention on Biological Diversity

Section B: Progress towards the Goals and Objectives of the Strategic Plan of the Convention
The UK has drafted an assessment of the UK contribution to and progress towards each of the objectives of the CBD Strategic Plan and commented on any obstacles encountered.  This fulfils Chapter IV guidelines 3b and 3c. 
Chapter IV guideline 3a requests a brief description of national goals established to achieve the Strategic Plan’s Goals and Objectives.  The UK national contribution to achieving the goals and objectives of the Strategic Plan is delivered under the umbrella of the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP) and associated country biodiversity/environment strategies for England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales.  All of these plans and strategies are developed and implemented through a cross-sectoral, partnership approach that is replicated at all relevant geographic scales and sectoral levels.  Goals and objectives are set throughout the process and are reported on in a coordinated manner.  An online system for reporting (http://www.ukbap-reporting.org.uk/default.asp) has been developed to assist reporting of progress within such a localised and cross-sectoral style of delivery.  National biodiversity goals, objectives and targets have not been explicitly linked to the goals and objectives of the CBD strategic plan but it is relatively easy to make the links implicitly, which is the approach taken to complete section B of this sample Chapter IV. 

In addition to national action, the UK also contributes to the achievement of some of the capacity building and technical cooperation activities of other parties through scientific and technical cooperation (for example through the Darwin Initiative).  Capacity building more generally is assisted through the inclusion of biodiversity related concerns within many UK overseas aid initiatives.     
	Goal 1: The Convention is fulfilling its leadership role in international biodiversity issues

	1.1 The Convention is setting the global biodiversity agenda

	1.2 The Convention is promoting cooperation between all relevant international instruments and processes to enhance policy coherence

	1.3 Other international processes are actively supporting implementation of the Convention, in a manner consistent with their respective frameworks

	1.4 The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety is widely implemented

	1.5 Biodiversity concerns are being integrated into relevant sectoral or cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies at the regional and global levels

	1.6 Parties are collaborating at the regional and subregional levels to implement the Convention

	Objectives 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3 all relate to the effectiveness of the Convention on Biological Diversity in representing biodiversity concerns on the international stage and within the work of other international conventions.  
The UK will identify two or three areas in which the international profile of biodiversity concerns need to be raised and explain why this is important in terms of implementing the CBD or meeting the 2010 target.  The UK will provide constructive suggestions about how the CBD might go about raising biodiversity profile in these areas.

Detail of implementation of the Cartagena Protocol (Objective 1.4) is provided under goals 2.4, 3.2 and 4.2.  

Objectives 1.5 and 1.6 are about Parties engaging in regional and sub-regional implementation activities.  A brief list of the regional and subregional groups and activities in the UK will be reported.
The UK undertakes these regional aspects of its biodiversity work as a member of the European Union.  This includes: 
· Contribution to the EU Biodiversity Action Plan, 
· Development of EU Biodiversity Indicators (SEBI2010 initiative), 
· Establishment of a European Network of Protected Areas (Natura 2000), 
· EU legislation in the form of the Habitats Directive, Birds Directive and Water Framework Directive, and 
· Regular exchange of good practice and ideas at all scales of implementation.

The EU is divided into 9 biogeographic regions (sub-regions) with sufficiently similar and distinct biodiversity and issues to make co-ordination of activities worthwhile.




	Goal 2: Parties have improved financial, human, scientific, technical and technological capacity to implement the Convention

	2.1 All Parties have adequate capacity for implementation of priority actions in national biodiversity strategies and action plans

	The UK was one of the first countries to produce a national biodiversity action plan (www.ukbap.org.uk, first published in 1994).  The UK BAP is a robust document that has stood the test of time and has driven many conservation successes (Defra, 2007: http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/pdfs/biodiversity/ConBioUK-Oct2007.pdf).
The UK has a wealth of scientific and technical expertise.  It is involved in many international programmes of work to help to share this expertise, for example through the Darwin Initiative ( see 2.5 for details).  
One of the suite of UK Biodiversity Indicators concerns expenditure on biodiversity in the UK by the public sector and non-governmental organisations (http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-3970).  Since 2001/01 there has been a year-on-year increase in biodiversity expenditure from the public sector in real terms, resulting in an overall increase of 33% (over the same period GDP increased 22%).  In 2005/06, £360 million of public sector funding was spent on biodiversity.  Spending by non-governmental organisations fluctuated between 2000/01 and 2005/06, peaking in 2002/03; during this period there was an overall increase of 26%; in 2005/06 NGOs spent c. £170 million on biodiversity.



	2.2 Developing country Parties, in particular the least developed and the small island developing States amongst them, and other Parties with economies in transition, have sufficient resources available to implement the three objectives of the Convention

	The UK intends to write text here about its development aid support and how that links poverty alleviation with environmental objectives.  


	2.3 Developing country Parties, in particular the least developed and the small island developing States amongst them, and other Parties with economies in transition, have increased resources and technology transfer available to implement the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety

	The UK has made available financial resources, both through funding expert groups under the Protocol and paying the travel expenses of delegates from developing countries, aiding their participation.
Further details are available under Article 22, ‘Capacity-building’, in both the UK’s and European Communities’ First Regular National Reports on the Implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, available via http://www.cbd.int/biosafety/parties/national-reports.shtml.  


	2.4 All Parties have adequate capacity to implement the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety

	The European Union and the Member States signed the Protocol in May 2000, it was ratified by the European Community in August 2002.  The UK’s National Focal Point for the Protocol is based at the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) within the Food and Farming Group.  For details of the measures for implementation of the Protocol in the UK see objective 3.2.



	2.5 Technical and scientific cooperation is making a significant contribution to building capacity

	Department for International Development

In 1997 the UK Overseas Development Administration was replaced by the Department for International Development, headed by a Secretary of State with cabinet rank, assisted by (from June 2003) a Minister of State and (from June 2007) three Parliamentary Under Secretaries of State.  The Secretary of State for International Development is formally responsible to Parliament for DfID.

DfID oversees the UK’s work towards the Millennium Development Goals, working in partnership with governments, civil society, the private sector and others.  It also works with multilateral institutions, including the World Bank, United Nations agencies, and the European Commission.  Working with over 150 countries worldwide DfID has a budget of £5.4 billion (2007-08 figure).  http://www.dfid.gov.uk/
The Darwin Initiative

The Darwin Initiative is a small grants programme that aims to promote biodiversity conservation and sustainable use of resources around the world.  It seeks to share UK expertise and each application for funding support must have a UK and foreign partner organisation.  The Initiative is funded and administered by Defra and has 8 objectives:

· To assist countries rich in biodiversity but poor in resources with the conservation of biological diversity and implementation of the CBD. 

· To draw on British expertise in the field of biodiversity. 

· Projects funded under the Initiative will be collaborative, involving either local institutions or communities in the host country. 

· Projects will have a real impact on the ability of the host country to meet its obligations under the CBD. 

· Projects will be of high quality and scientific (or other appropriate professional) excellence. 

· Whenever possible, Darwin funding will be used as a catalyst to lever additional funding for project work, which would not otherwise be forthcoming. 

· The outputs and outcomes from projects should be additional to that from work being funded through other mainstream environmental or research programmes. 

· Projects funded under the Initiative will demonstrate good value for money.

Since 1992, the initiative has:
· Committed £60m to over 464 projects in over 100 countries. 

· Held fifteen rounds of competition. 

· Involved over 125 British institutions. 

· Published the results in annual Darwin reports, the tenth of which was published in December 2007

Further information can be found via: http://www.darwin.gov.uk/
Expenditure on global biodiversity

Spending is one way of assessing the priority that is given to global biodiversity within the UK Government, and such funds are essential for the implementation of the CBD in developing countries.  One of the UK Biodiversity Indicators considers UK Government funding for conservation of global biodiversity (http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-3978).  Between 2000/01 and 2005/06 there was a very substantial [    %] increase in real terms in UK funding for global biodiversity (during the same period there was a 22% increase in UK GDP).  This increase was mainly driven by contributions to the Global Environment Facility (2003/04) and the Global Opportunities Fund (2005/06). 

Technology transfer

The UK also expects to make a statement on action towards technology transfer.




	Goal 3: National biodiversity strategies and action plans and the integration of biodiversity concerns into relevant sectors serve as an effective framework for the implementation of the objectives of the Convention

	3.1 Every Party has effective national strategies, plans and programmes in place to provide a national framework for implementing the three objectives of the Convention and to set clear national priorities

	In 1994 the UK Government launched the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP (www.ukbap.org.uk)), a national strategy which identified broad activities for conservation work over the next 20 years, and established fundamental principles for future biodiversity conservation.  Species Action Plans and Habitat Action Plans (SAPs and HAPs) for 391 species and 45 habitats were published in the period between 1995 and 1999.  Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAPs) were also identified as being important to the implementation of the strategy, and were developed, largely conforming to county boundaries in England and local authority boundaries in Scotland. 

Underpinning the UK framework, devolution from 1998 onwards has led to the emergence of country strategies for biodiversity and environment in each of the four countries of the UK.  These now provide the framework for determining further priorities and are supported by additional measures and indicators, reflecting the countries different responsibilities, needs and views.  Objectives of the strategies are generally to: 
· Halt the loss of biodiversity and continue to reverse previous losses through targeted actions for species and habitats.

· Increase awareness, understanding and enjoyment of biodiversity, and engage more people in conservation and enhancement.

· Restore and enhance biodiversity in urban, rural and marine environments through better planning, design and practice.

· Develop an effective management framework that ensures biodiversity is taken into account in wider decision making.

· Ensure knowledge on biodiversity is available to all policy makers and practitioners.

As outlined in ‘Conserving Biodiversity – The UK Approach’ http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/pdfs/biodiversity/ConBioUK-Oct2007.pdf.

England:

Working with the grain of nature: A biodiversity strategy for England, Defra, 2002

http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/biodiversity/biostrat/biostrategy1to4.pdf). and the subsequent assessment of this strategy which was carried out in 2006: http://defraweb/wildlife-countryside/biodiversity/biostrat/indicators/pdf/grain/grainvol1v3.pdf
Scotland:

Scotland’s Biodiversity, It’s in your Hands; A Strategy for the Conservation and Enhancement of Biodiversity in Scotland, Scottish Executive, 2004  

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/25954/0014583.pdf.  
Wales:

Environment Strategy for Wales, Welsh Assembly Government, 2006

http://new.wales.gov.uk/docrepos/40382/4038231121/118554/Env_strat_rewrite/Action_Plan_e.pdf?lang=en.  
Northern Ireland:

Northern Ireland Biodiversity Strategy, Northern Ireland Biodiversity Group, 2002  http://www.ehsni.gov.uk/nibs2002.pdf.  
In October 2007 the UK Biodiversity Partnership published ‘Conserving Biodiversity – The UK Approach’ which sets out the vision and approach to conserving biodiversity within the UK’s devolved framework http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/pdfs/biodiversity/ConBioUK-Oct2007.pdf
Two reviews of the UK BAP have recently taken place; firstly a Targets Review (http://www.ukbap.org.uk/bapgrouppage.aspx?id=98), which took place between 2004 and 2006, sought to update targets within the existing HAPs and SAPs.  Subsequently a review of the priority habitats and species was implemented; in 2007 the Priorities Review Group released the Species and Habitats Review Report, containing the revised UK list of priority species and habitats (http://www.ukbap.org.uk/NewPriorityList.aspx).  The list contains 1,149 species and 65 habitats.

The new UK list of priorities is an important reference source; these priority habitats and species will be a focus for conservation during the next decade and will be used to inform lists of priority species under legislation in each of the countries of the UK.  The UK list of priority species and habitats was published with an initial assessment of the most important types of action necessary for the conservation of each species.  The four devolved administrations of the UK will work together to translate these priorities into programmes of work delivered by partnerships of statutory, voluntary, academic, and business organisations at the level most appropriate to the needs of biodiversity.

The implementation of the UK BAP is therefore undergoing review. The revised UK approach to conservation is expected to be based on the twin principles of partnership and the ecosystem approach.  The UK will continue to: develop a sound evidence base, work to protect the best wildlife sites, take targeted action for priority species and habitats, embed the needs of biodiversity into all sectors, and engage more people into taking action.



	3.2 Every Party to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety has a regulatory framework in place and functioning to implement the Protocol

	The implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety in the EC relies on a wide range of legislative measures applying to the use of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) within the European Union, including imports.

EC legislation on GMOs has been in place since the early 1990s.  The EC introduced specific legislation on GMOs to protect its citizens’ health and the environment while simultaneously creating a unified market for biotechnology products.  Over the last decade the EC has created a comprehensive legal framework for ensuring safety in the development, use and transfer of GMOs.  The main legal measures include:
· Directive 90/219/EC of 23 April 1990 on the contained use of genetically modified micro-organisms.

· Directive 98/81/EC of 26 October 1998 amending Directive 90/219/EEC on the contained use of genetically modified micro-organisms.

· Directive 2001/18/EC of 12 March 2001 on the deliberate release into the environment of genetically modified organisms and repealing Council Directive 90/220/EEC, covering the field testing of GMOs (mainly Part B) and the placing on the market of GMOs as well as products containing or consisting of GMOs, e.g. for cultivation, import or processing into industrial products (mainly Part C). The Annex to this report lists further implementing measures relating to Part B and Part C of Directive 2001/18/EC. 

· Regulation (EC) No 1946/2003 of 15 July 2003 on transboundary movements of genetically modified organisms covers exports of GMOs to third countries and unintentional movements of GMOs.

· Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 of 22 September 2003 on genetically modified food and feed, covering the placing on the market of GMOs intended for food or feed and of food or feed products containing, consisting of or produced from GMOs. 

· Regulation (EC) No 1830/2003 of 22 September 2003 concerning the traceability and labelling of genetically modified organisms and the traceability of food and feed products produced from genetically modified organisms.

· Regulation (EC) No 641/2004 of 6 April 2004 on detailed rules for the implementation of Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 as regards the application for the authorisation of new genetically modified food and feed, the notification of existing products and adventitious or technically unavoidable presence of genetically modified material which has benefited from a favourable risk evaluation.
In the case of Directive 2001/18/EC and of Regulations (EC) No’s 1829/2003, 1830/2003 and 1946/2003, Member States have introduced domestic provisions to ensure enforcement and/or transposition of this legislation within their respective territories.  The legislation is therefore applied within the UK.

Details on the main elements of Directive 2001/18/EC and Regulations (EC) No’s 1946/2003 and 1829/2003 are given under Article 2, ‘General provisions’, of the European Communities First Regular National Report on the Implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, available via http://www.cbd.int/biosafety/parties/national-reports.shtml.  


	3.3 Biodiversity concerns are being integrated into relevant national sectoral and cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies

	The UK government and the devolved administrations have adopted a shared vision for biodiversity conservation, as stated in ‘Conserving Biodiversity – the UK Approach’, Defra, 2007 (http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/pdfs/biodiversity/ConBioUK-Oct2007.pdf):

“Our vision is that in our countryside, towns and seas, living things and their habitats are part of healthy, functioning ecosystems; we value our natural environment, a concern for biodiversity is embedded in policies and decisions, and more people enjoy, understand and act to improve the natural world around them.”

Achievement of this vision will require a holistic approach to conservation which recognises interdependencies and uses a variety of current and emerging schemes and policy instruments.  Work to embed consideration of biodiversity and ecosystem services will be achieved through the biodiversity and environment strategies of each of the four countries of the UK and through the statutory conservation bodies as the main delivery agents.  Implementing the strategies is a cross-government responsibility, with leadership from all departments to their stakeholders.  To halt biodiversity loss, strategies will seek to make biodiversity part of the mainstream of policies and will incorporate the relevant UK BAP targets at the country level.  The strategies emphasise that healthy, thriving and diverse ecosystems are essential to everybody’s quality of life and well-being:

England

The biodiversity strategy for England is divided into a number of workstreams: agriculture; woodlands and forestry; water and wetlands; towns, cities and development; coasts and seas; climate change adaptation; local and regional; economics and funding; business and biodiversity; education and public understanding.  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/biodiversity/biostrat/biostrategy1to4.pdf
Scotland

Implementation plans have been developed to address several themes: rural; urban; marine; local delivery; interpretation, communication and education; cross-cutting issues.

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/25954/0014583.pdf
Wales

The environment strategy is supported by an action plan, linked to the Wales’ Biodiversity Framework which identifies the key drivers, outlines the mechanisms, explains the roles / remit of those responsible and provides links to tools and information to help maintain and improve biodiversity in Wales.

http://new.wales.gov.uk/docrepos/40382/4038231121/118554/Env_strat_rewrite/Action_Plan_e.pdf?lang=en.  

Northern Ireland

The Northern Ireland biodiversity strategy is based on the publication "Recommendations to Government for a Biodiversity Strategy”, which includes 76 recommendations divided into groupings: implementation / delivery groups on peatlands; uplands; agricultural systems/farmland birds; freshwater and wetlands; coasts and marine.  
http://www.ehsni.gov.uk/nibs2002.pdf
Public bodies have an important role in contributing to biodiversity, and domestic legislation in each of the four countries of the UK now includes a biodiversity duty on public bodies:

Section 1 of the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004:

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/acts2004/20040006.htm
Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act in England and Wales:

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/ACTS/acts2006/20060016.htm
Wildlife (Amendment) (Northern Ireland) Order 1995:

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si1995/Uksi_19950761_en_1.htm


	3.4 The priorities in national biodiversity strategies and action plans are being actively implemented, as a means to achieve national implementation of the Convention, and as a significant contribution towards the global biodiversity agenda

	In August 2007 the UK Biodiversity Partnership published a new list of priority species and habitats (http://www.ukbap.org.uk/NewPriorityList.aspx).  This list contains 1,149 species and 65 habitats – the new UK conservation priorities for the next decade.  It is the responsibility of the four countries of the UK to address legislation and policy towards achieving these priorities.

Within England Section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006) states that the Secretary of State must publish a list of the living organisms and types of habitat which in the Secretary of State’s opinion are of principal importance for the purpose of conserving biodiversity.  Before publishing such a list, the Secretary of State must consult Natural England as to the living organisms or types of habitat to be included.  Further, the Secretary of State must take steps, and promote the taking of steps by others, to further the conservation of the habitats and species on the list.  The new UK BAP priorities will feed directly into this process (http://www.opsi.gov.uk/ACTS/acts2006/20060016.htm).
Section 42 of the NERC Act (2006) applies in a similar fashion to Wales.  The Wales Biodiversity Partnership has set up a Species and Habitats Priority Lists Task Group to produce the list of priorities; it is anticipated this list will be published at the end of 2007 (http://www.opsi.gov.uk/ACTS/acts2006/20060016.htm).
Within Scotland the Scottish Biodiversity List was published in December 2005, satisfying section 2 (4) of the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004, which requires Scottish Ministers to publish a list of species of flora, fauna and habitats of principal importance for the purpose of implementing the Biodiversity Duty within a year of the publication of the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy.  Section 2(5) of the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 allows for publication of revised lists.  Scottish ministers will be seeking advice from partner bodies in the Scottish Biodiversity Committee, including Scottish Natural Heritage, on the need for any changes to the Scottish Biodiversity List in light of the information provided by the new UK list of priority species and habitats (http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/acts2004/20040006.htm).
Northern Ireland will also be looking to produce a list of country priorities in line with the Wildlife (Amendment) (Northern Ireland) Order, 1995 (http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si1995/Uksi_19950761_en_1.htm).
The UK will also request information from each on implementation of its strategy.  




	Goal 4: There is a better understanding of the importance of biodiversity and of the Convention, and this has led to broader engagement across society in implementation

	4.1 All Parties are implementing a communication, education, and public awareness strategy and promoting public participation in support of the Convention

	Halting the loss of biodiversity has widespread public support within the UK.  A great deal of biodiversity conservation is achieved by enthusiastic, passionate volunteers.  One of the UK Biodiversity Indicators to measure progress towards the 2010 Target presents an index of the number of hours worked by volunteers in three major UK conservation charities (the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV) and the Wildlife Trusts) (http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-3971).  Volunteering activities include land management and public education by volunteer service wardens for RSPB and Wildlife Trusts, the number of people attending BTCV conservation tasks and the number of people taking part in bird surveys on a voluntary basis.  Between 2000 and 2005 there was an 18% increase in time spent volunteering; in 2005 the total time spent was equivalent to around 500,000 working days.

Audience research commissioned by the British Broadcasting Corporation suggests that 63% of adults in Great Britain are interested in nature and wildlife and that there are two key triggers for involvement: children and “local patch”.  Government and conservation NGOs have also commissioned studies on how best to engage people.  The UK Biodiversity Partnership will share this information and experiences, once available, to maximise the effectiveness of its engagement.  Key messages as to why we should conserve biodiversity will be tailored through communication strategies in each country of the UK and at regional and local levels.  These will seek to both present the case for and value of biodiversity conservation and to encourage and aid behavioural change that will benefit biodiversity (in tandem with behaviours aimed at mitigating / adapting to climate change).

The UK Biodiversity Partnership believes that the following behaviours should be promoted, as they have a direct relevance on the conservation of biodiversity:

· Create, or encourage others to create, wildlife friendly spaces;
· Enjoy (and value) local wildlife friendly spaces and share this enjoyment with others;
· Support the work of wildlife conservation organisations;
· Think before you buy, for example wildlife-based products or souvenirs form overseas trips; buy wildlife / environmentally friendly / sustainably sourced products;
· Record what you see and send results to your Local Records Centre;
· Exercise your civic duties to ensure those that represent your views reflect your environmental concerns.

As outlined in ‘Conserving Biodiversity – The UK Approach’ http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/pdfs/biodiversity/ConBioUK-Oct2007.pdf.

Each country will be asked to contribute a paragraph on their communication and public awareness strategy.  



	4.2 Every Party to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety is promoting and facilitating public awareness, education and participation in support of the Protocol

	European Community legislation on GMOs promotes public awareness and participation as an integral part of its regulatory framework; this legislation applies to the UK.

Defra maintains a public register of all the GMOs which have been approved for use in the European Union under Directive 2001/18/EC and this is available for public scrutiny.  In addition, Defra maintains a website which sets out the arrangements for public participation under the EU legislation on GMOs.  
The UK is a party to the Aarhus Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental matters.

Further details are available under Article 23, ‘Public Awareness and Participation’, in both the UK’s and European Communities First Regular National Reports on the Implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, available via http://www.cbd.int/biosafety/parties/national-reports.shtml.  


	4.3 Indigenous and local communities are effectively involved in implementation and in the processes of the Convention, at national, regional and international levels

	Much work within the UK BAP is delivered in partnership, particularly through the Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) mechanism whereby partners such as Local Authorities, Statutory Agencies and non-governmental organisations work together to identify and deliver local action for biodiversity - enhancing the quality and distinctiveness of local environments as well as contributing to achieving national targets.  Currently there are 152 LBAPs in the UK.  These often, but not always, conform to county boundaries (http://www.ukbap.org.uk/GenPageText.aspx?id=57).



	4.4 Key actors and stakeholders, including the private sector, are engaged in partnership to implement the Convention and are integrating biodiversity concerns into their relevant sectoral and cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies

	With the exception of the inclusion of the private sector this objective is repetitive of objective 3.3; The UK suggested approach would be to make reference to the UK’s response to objective 3.3 and for this section add details of the private sector only.  Private sector activity could include examples of Corporate Biodiversity Action Plans.  
Private Sector

Defra, Natural England and the EarthWatch Institute maintian a website marketed as the ‘one stop shop for information about business and biodiversity’ http://www.businessandbiodiversity.org.   
The website stresses that as biodiversity disappears so do opportunities for new products, new technologies and new business opportunities.  Information is provided about the role biodiversity plays for businesses and the impacts different sectors have on wildlife and nature, split into construction; oil and gas; finance; tourism; mining and quarrying; utilities; food and drink; pharmaceuticals; agriculture; and printing.
Further to providing advice to businesses on how to create effective Biodiversity Action Plans, at both company level and site level (for landowners) the website details more specific actions to compliment the plans, such as supply chain management, planting for biodiversity and stakeholder involvement.  Ten indicators of biodiversity engagement have been provided as broad assessments of a company’s commitment to biodiversity and the successful integration of biodiversity into its environment management system.  These key features of good practice have been suggested after consultation with companies throughout the UK.

Examples of private sector consideration of biodiversity include:

Canary Wharf Group: http://www.canarywharfenvironmentalandsocialreport.com/
Biffa BAP: http://www.biffa.co.uk/content.php?name=/cr/biodiversity/actionplan.html
Tetra Pak: http://www.tetrapak.com/uk/content/frset_main.asp



Sample Chapter IV of the 4th National Report to the Convention on Biological Diversity

Section C: Conclusions

(1) In this final sub-section, Parties may wish to provide: 

(a) An overall assessment of whether the implementation of the Convention has had an impact on improving conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources, in their country (If yes, how so?  If not, why not?);

The implementation of the CBD in the UK has been achieved through the UK Biodiversity Action Plan, first published in 1994.  The UK Biodiversity Action Plan has undoubtedly improved conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in a number of ways.  Some of these are:
1. By galvanising the entire biodiversity community through its partnership approach.
2. By raising awareness of biodiversity. 
3. By focussing action on priorities.

4. By providing an overarching framework through which planning, implementation and the sharing of best practice can take place efficiently and effectively.

Further information on progress with access and benefit sharing will be given when available.
(b) An analysis of lessons learned regarding implementation, highlighting examples of successful and less successful actions taken;

Implementation of the UK Biodiversity Action Plan has been greatly assisted by the partnership approach to delivery, involving Governments, NGOs, the research community and the private sector.  A targeted approach initially concentrating on carefully selected priorities has been successful in keeping delivery firmly focussed on positive outcomes for biodiversity.  The preparation of Local Action Plans has also been extremely useful in reaching out to and involving local communities in delivering country, UK and even global objectives.

Summary information on successes and less successful actions will be taken from the content of Chapter 2 based on UK national progress reports on UK Biodiversity Action Plan implementation 

(c) A summary of future priorities and capacity-building needs for further national-level implementation of the Convention;

The future UK approach to biodiversity action is neatly summarised in the recent publication ‘Conserving Biodiversity - the UK Approach’ (http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/pdfs/biodiversity/ConBioUK-Oct2007.pdf). 
(d) Suggestions for actions that need to be taken at the regional and global levels to further enhance implementation of the Convention at the national level, including:  refining existing programmes of work or developing new ones to address emerging issues;  suggesting goals and objectives that may be included in the future Strategic Plan of the Convention;  and identifying mechanisms that need to be established at various levels.
The UK intends to produce a summary of the points made in relation to reporting on strategic targets 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3 in Section B. 

� England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.
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