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Cape Town occupies a unique Cape Town occupies a unique 
place amongst the World’s place amongst the World’s 

biodiversity …biodiversity …



How unique? How unique? 



•• Cape Town is part of the Cape Floral Cape Town is part of the Cape Floral 

Kingdom; the smallest and richest of the Kingdom; the smallest and richest of the 

World’s six floristic regions. World’s six floristic regions. 

•• The Cape Floral Kingdom covers an area of The Cape Floral Kingdom covers an area of 

less than 90 000 square less than 90 000 square kmskms -- comparable comparable 

with Malawi or Portugal with Malawi or Portugal -- and hosts 8600 and hosts 8600 

plant species, 5800 of which are endemic.plant species, 5800 of which are endemic.



For its size, its floral diversity 
is unrivalled anywhere on earth …

••Over 2300 plant species are to be Over 2300 plant species are to be 
found in Cape Town, an area smaller found in Cape Town, an area smaller 
than London.than London.



But it’s under threat …But it’s under threat …



••South Africa has over 400 recognized South Africa has over 400 recognized 

vegetation types. vegetation types. 

••21 of these vegetation types are threatened 21 of these vegetation types are threatened 

endangered with immediate extinctionendangered with immediate extinction

••9 of these endangered vegetation types, 9 of these endangered vegetation types, 

almost half the national total, are to be found almost half the national total, are to be found 

within the City of Cape Town’s boundarieswithin the City of Cape Town’s boundaries



•• South Africa has the second South Africa has the second 
highest number of plant highest number of plant 
extinction's in the worldextinction's in the world

•• The Cape Lowlands of  the City The Cape Lowlands of  the City 
of Cape Town has the highest of Cape Town has the highest 
concentration of threatened plants concentration of threatened plants 
per area of remaining vegetation per area of remaining vegetation 
in the worldin the world



IrreplaceabilityIrreplaceability MapMap

Almost a third of threatened 
fynbos plants occur in City of 

Cape Town

We are experiencing a biodiversity crises …



The City’s ResponseThe City’s Response
• The City’s response stems out of a larger 

environmental strategy.
• IMEP – Integrated Metropolitan 

Environmental Policy



What is “environment” in the CCT?What is “environment” in the CCT?

The way these three elements fit and work together creates 
the environment we live in.

Natural environment Socio-cultural environmentBuilt environment



• The environment supports Cape 
Town’s major economic activities 

-Environmental tourism

–Agriculture
–Fishing
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1. Primary Biodiversity Conservation1. Primary Biodiversity Conservation

2. Secondary Biodiversity Conservation2. Secondary Biodiversity Conservation

3. Conservation of Rivers and Wetlands3. Conservation of Rivers and Wetlands

4. Invasive Alien Organisms 4. Invasive Alien Organisms 

ManagementManagement

5. Biodiversity Legislation5. Biodiversity Legislation

6. Biodiversity Database & Monitoring6. Biodiversity Database & Monitoring

7. Biodiversity Education & Awareness7. Biodiversity Education & Awareness

Strategic Objectives of the Strategic Objectives of the 

Biodiversity StrategyBiodiversity Strategy



1 Primary Biodiversity Conservation 1 Primary Biodiversity Conservation 
NetworkNetwork

• Selection criteria:
• vegetation types
• size of fragment
• connectivity of fragment
• environmental integrity of fragment
• 84 endemic lowland plant species 

(11 extinct)



2 Secondary Biodiversity Network2 Secondary Biodiversity Network

• Green open spaces with multiple use 
functions

• parks
• storm water canals
• power line servitudes
• road verges



3 Conservation of Rivers & 3 Conservation of Rivers & 
WetlandsWetlands



4 Invasive Alien Organism ManagementInvasive Alien Organism Management



5 Biodiversity Legislation5 Biodiversity Legislation



6 Biodiversity Database & Monitoring6 Biodiversity Database & Monitoring



7 Biodiversity Education & Awareness7 Biodiversity Education & Awareness



77 Biodiversity Education & AwarenessBiodiversity Education & Awareness
Community participationCommunity participation



Major milestonesMajor milestones

•• IMEP adopted October 2001IMEP adopted October 2001

•• Biodiversity strategy adopted October 2003Biodiversity strategy adopted October 2003

•• Cape Town works with ICLEI to establish Cape Town works with ICLEI to establish 

Local Action for Biodiversity (LAB) Local Action for Biodiversity (LAB) -- 20062006

•• Biodiversity network determined 2007Biodiversity network determined 2007



•• The Challenges:The Challenges:
•• Rapid urbanisation and immigration into the CityRapid urbanisation and immigration into the City
•• 2424
•• A need for urban densificationA need for urban densification
•• Poverty and unemploymentPoverty and unemployment
•• HIV & AIDSHIV & AIDS
•• Water shortagesWater shortages
•• Too frequent human induced firesToo frequent human induced fires
•• Alien invasive organismsAlien invasive organisms

Where Are We At?Where Are We At?
Implementation Implementation –– the art of doing…the art of doing…



The ChallengesThe Challenges
Perhaps the greatest biodiversity challengePerhaps the greatest biodiversity challenge::

–– Cape Cape Town presently hasTown presently has 23 23 
conservation areasconservation areas

AA furtherfurther 261261 sitessites areare neededneeded toto ensure the ensure the 
future survivalfuture survival of Capeof Cape TownTown´s´s biodiversitybiodiversity !!



•• The City recognises it cannot secure our natural heritage The City recognises it cannot secure our natural heritage 
alone, and works with a number of local Non alone, and works with a number of local Non 
Government Organisations and Community Based Government Organisations and Community Based 
Organisations.Organisations.

•• We have initiated numerous local community projects We have initiated numerous local community projects 
linking poverty alleviation and biodiversity.linking poverty alleviation and biodiversity.

•• It has established an Environmental Education Trust to It has established an Environmental Education Trust to 
work along side educational institutions.work along side educational institutions.

Where Are We At?Where Are We At?
Implementation Implementation –– the art of doing…the art of doing…



Where Are We At?Where Are We At?
Implementation Implementation –– the art of doing…the art of doing…

•• Cape Cape Town has established strong Town has established strong 
partnerships partnerships at at an international levelan international level..

•• One One of of these these is is the exciting the exciting Local Local Action Action 
for for Biodiversity Biodiversity (LAB) (LAB) which was initiated which was initiated 
by the by the city. city. 



Biodiversity Network Study CompletedBiodiversity Network Study Completed
•• We have identified the areas that need to We have identified the areas that need to 

be secured to guarantee our unique be secured to guarantee our unique 
biodiversity into the future biodiversity into the future –– 84 plant 84 plant 
unique species depend on it.unique species depend on it.

•• To put this plan into place will require the To put this plan into place will require the 
resources and collaboration of an resources and collaboration of an 
international effort.international effort.

Where Are We At?Where Are We At?
Implementation Implementation –– the art of doing…the art of doing…



From the challenges it is clear that the City needs From the challenges it is clear that the City needs 
the assistance of the international community in the assistance of the international community in 
order to secure our threatened biodiversity.order to secure our threatened biodiversity.

The next 5 years will be crucial in determining The next 5 years will be crucial in determining 
whether Cape Town will secure its unique whether Cape Town will secure its unique 
biodiversity as a legacy for future generations.biodiversity as a legacy for future generations.

Biodiversity efforts beyond this for Biodiversity efforts beyond this for 
many species will be too little too late.  many species will be too little too late.  



In these next crucial 5 years we will In these next crucial 5 years we will 
urgently look to the international urgently look to the international 
community to partner with Cape Town to community to partner with Cape Town to 
secure this unique biodiversity … secure this unique biodiversity … 

we have a unique natural heritage of we have a unique natural heritage of 
international importance.international importance.



Thank youThank you

We have big challenges, but have even bigger 
future rewards.


