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PRESENTATION  OVERVIEW



NIGHT VIEW OF  THE CITY

Johannesburg City, 
South Africa
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JO’BURG’S CONTEXT – 2001 Stats
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NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE  OVERVIEW

SA Constitution: .�������'&� -	
����

���
��

�����.

� $
) t��
�� �������������+
���������+
����������+����+�
��+ ���  ����
(���� 
���

� $() ���+
����+�� 
�	�����
��
%���
��
 4 ������������������
���
��������
������
�
����!� ���������������
���� 
�� �������
��������
��������
��
(��������������� 89



NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE  OVERVIEW
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NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE  OVERVIEW
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JOBURG’S BIODIVERSITY POLICIES
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BIODIVERSITY CHALLENGES
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� Biodiversity is competing against basic 
social services and  infrastructure 
development
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INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENT

Environment Dept. – Policy Direction

� Biodiversity strategy & action plan

� Open Space Policy 

� Spatial planning 

� Development management

� Acquire/ alienate open space

City Parks – Implementing Agency

� Biodiversity protection/ 
enhancement

� Open Space Management

� Input into development 
management

� Maintenance of dedicated natural 
areas 

� Public liaison

� Alien plant control
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RESPONSE MECHANISMS
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CASE STUDY  - 1 
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COSMO CITY – Integrated 
Settlement Development
COSMO CITY – Integrated 
Settlement Development
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CASE STUDY – Cosmo City
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Conservation 
areas at Cosmo 
City

Legend:

� Yellow : 
Cosmo City 
boundary

� Green: Nature 
areas (305ha)

� Purple : Public 
open space 
(57.5ha)

COSMO CITY – Ecological 
Management
COSMO CITY – Ecological 
Management
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CASE STUDY - 2
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KLIPRIVER GREENING
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Features - Eco-recreational ParksFeatures - Eco-recreational Parks

Features

� Environmental 
Education Centre with 
Indigenous Garden and 
EE Modules

� Wetland system

� Recreation Park zones



Features - Eco-recreational ParksFeatures - Eco-recreational Parks



Features – Urban Design/ Edge TreatmentFeatures – Urban Design/ Edge Treatment



Integration of the Dam and Wetlands …

Flood 
attenuation 

Silt trap dam

Rehabilita ted s tream 
and new flood 
pla in/wetlands

Integration of the Dam and Wetlands …

Flood 
attenuation 

Silt trap dam

Rehabilita ted s tream 
and new flood 
pla in/wetlands

Features – Enhancing ecosystem’s goods 
& services in high density areas
Features – Enhancing ecosystem’s goods 
& services in high density areas



OTHER  EXAMPLES



Enhancing Biodiversity in the Inner CityEnhancing Biodiversity in the Inner City



Eco- Recreation Design & ImplementationEco- Recreation Design & Implementation



Nature Experiences in the Urban Setting –
Klip Nature Reserve
Nature Experiences in the Urban Setting –
Klip Nature Reserve



Nature Experiences in the Urban Setting –
Klip Nature Reserve
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Klip Nature Reserve



Multi-purpose Facilities – Kloofendal Nature 
Reserve
Multi-purpose Facilities – Kloofendal Nature 
Reserve



Multi-purpose Facilities – Kloofendal Nature 
Reserve
Multi-purpose Facilities – Kloofendal Nature 
Reserve



Bird Sanctuaries Developments Capitalizing on Stormwater Attenuation Infrastructure

Bird Sanctuaries – providing for Stormwater 
attenuation measures
Bird Sanctuaries – providing for Stormwater 
attenuation measures
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CONCLUSION

The value of open space in this Johannesburg context cannot be 
underestimated and its role needs to be enhanced in order to fulfil its 
purpose, which includes among others the following: 

� Provision of recreation opportunities

� Conservation of natural resources

� Enhancement of ecologically productivity and integrity

� Provision of opportunities for environmental education

� Contribution to economic vitality
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Member of Mayoral Committee: 

Cllr Prema Naidoo

Tel: + 27 11 407 6008

E-Mail: Environment@joburg.org.za
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