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Fastest growing megalopolis in the world
- Mexico City, Mexico

* 1973 -Urban growth is
concentrated in the center
of the city

» 2000 -Now expands
dramatically into
surrounding rural areas
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Las Vegas — Fastest growing metropolitan
area in the United States

e 1973: A small settlement

e 2000-2006:The landscape is
now dramatically modified

L i o A § Images courtesy USGS

e

ONE PLANET MANY PEOPLE Aflas of Our Changing Environment




Ecosystems and Cities
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Figures based on a fictitious European city of 1 million inhabitants.
Sources: WRI (2002): Living Planet Report, UNEP (2003): GEO




Ecosystems and Cities - Wetlands




Ecosystems and Cities - Wetlands

o — s e, A ——

CMEL

o =

< mrv——— T r—— o

ANDS RECEIVE AND
STORE RUN-OFF WATER.

S ROTECT THEM TO
" & MO FLOODING '

Accra, Ghana Photos
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Urban Forest in Washington D.C.
United States

Satellite
Images
showing the
dramatic
loss of trees
In the
District
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Ecosystems and Cities - Coastal Ecosystems
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Ecosystems and Cities - Coastal Ecosystems

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania



Urban Poverty and Ecosystems
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Ecosystems and Cities - Urban Parks
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Photos courtesy of Table Mountain National Park
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Local
Governments
for Sustainability
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Local Action for Biodiversity
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