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PRESS RELEASE

The Executive Heads of the three Rio Conventions call for substantial

GEF Replenishment

Nairobi, 26 October - Our planet is battered by the recurrence of natural catastrophes.   Resulting from the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, the international community has put in place three global Conventions on Biodiversity, Climate Change and Desertification, whose common purpose is sustainable development. Each of these contributes, in part, to reducing the adverse impacts of natural hazards and to preventing them, to the extent that they are human-induced.

The Global Environment Facility (GEF) is the financial mechanism which supports these Conventions. It is unique, in that it funds the incremental costs of achieving global benefits. Since its inception, it has already provided $5.7 billion directly, and leveraged an additional $18 billion in co-financing a large number of projects generating global benefits, which at the same time support developing countries in addressing their sustainable development concerns. It is making on the ground progress in the key areas of climate change, biodiversity, land degradation, ozone depletion, international waters and chemicals management, especially persistent organic pollutants. The fourth GEF replenishment, currently under negotiation, will be critical to build on past success and ensure the required progress on these fundamental issues.

In consideration of the significant impact that GEF funding has made, the Executive Heads of the three Rio Conventions voiced their support for a strong replenishment of the GEF, commensurate with demonstrated needs, in order to support national and regional efforts in addressing the challenges of environmentally sustainable development.

Note to journalists: For further information see http://unccd.int  http://unfccc.int
www.biodiv.org  www.TheGEF.org or contact the UNCCD Press Office at 

press@unccd.int  or Joyce Hannah (254) 724 259751. 
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