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Botanical Congress in Santo Domingo, Dominican 
Republic, in June 2006 was a particularly 
noteworthy activity that helped raise awareness 
of, and promote national implementation of the 
GSPC in Latin American countries and support 
the development of a regional partnership for 
plant conservation in Latin America (Asociación 
Latinoamericana de Botánica and the Global 
Partnership for Plant Conservation). Other 
network efforts were the organization of a 
workshop in December 2005 in Bogota, Colombia, 
for botanic gardens in Latin America to develop 
regional 2010 targets for Latin American botanic 
gardens (Asociación Latinoamericana y del Caribe 
de Jardines Botánicos, BGCI, the Red Nacional de 
Jardines Botánicos de Colombia and partners). 

In Europe, effective cooperation is impossible 
without the focussed cooperation of networks 
or working groups. Planta Europa, European 
Council for the Conservation of Fungi (ECCF), 
the European Native Seed Conservation 
Network (ENSCONET), European Committee for 
Conservation of Bryophytes (ECCB) and the newly 
established European Mycological Association 
(EMA) are just a few examples of cooperation for 
plant conservation in Europe. Through links with 
Planta Europa, they are actively contributing to 
the implementation of the European Strategy for 
Plant Conservation. 

Future

Parties to the CBD should continue to nominate 
national focal points and encourage the 
participation of a wide variety of sectors in 
achieving the targets of the GSPC. Approximately 
a third of Parties have at this stage nominated 
focal points for the GSPC.

Particularly important to the GSPC is the Global 
Partnership for Plant Conservation. As a key 
component of the �lexible coordinating mechanism 
for the GSPC, the Partnership is encouraging and 
promoting achievement of all targets. Advances 
will continue in electronic networking, and new 
tools are emerging such as social and professional 
networking web sites, but access to these speci�ic 
tools remains limited in many areas. 

The GSPC provides an entry point for thousands of 
institutions to contribute to the implementation 
of the Convention on Biological Diversity. The 
Strategy will continue to provide an active means 
of engaging conservationists, scientists and civil 
society in a participatory programme where the 
contributions of all are important.

The Global Partnership for Plant Conservati on - 

Networking to complete South Africa’s Red 
Data List for Plants

As described under Target 2, the South African 
Nati onal Biodiversity Insti tute has recently 
completed assessing the conservati on status 
for all 20,456 plant taxa that occur in South 
Africa. The assessment was conducted in 
constant collaborati on with 169 botanists 
and it cost $570,000. It is esti mated that it 
is possible for a fl ora of around 20,000 plant 
species to be assessed over a period of fi ve 
years if three experienced botanists and two 
support staff  work full ti me. Moreover, the 
experience demonstrates that it is possible to 
do comprehensive conservati on assessments 
for all of the taxa within a highly diverse fl ora 
if dedicated individuals and fi nancial resources 
are made available. Electronic herbaria, such as 
the system developed by China, greatly assist 
in speeding up conservati on assessments. In 
additi on accurate spati al land cover informati on 
is key for determining threats to species. 

Sharing experiences in plant conservation between 
UK and China at the Beijing Institute of Botany (Photo: 
Stella Simiyu).

Drosanthemum micans,  a plant on South Africa's  
Red Data list (Photo: Karoo Desert NBG).
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www.plants2010.org

The Global Partnership for Plant Conservati on (GPPC) is a voluntary initi ati ve that brings together 
internati onal, regional and nati onal organizati ons to contribute to the implementati on of the GSPC. 
The GPPC was launched in February 2004 at the seventh meeti ng of the Conference of the Parti es to the 
CBD in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and now includes 34 member insti tuti ons and organizati ons worldwide 
with signifi cant programmes in plant conservati on. The Partnership aims to link existi ng initi ati ves 
for plant conservati on, promoti ng the identi fi cati on of gaps and the mobilizati on of the necessary 
resources. A major objecti ve is to provide practi cal assistance, support and technical guidance for 
nati onal implementati on of the GSPC, which is supported by a Secretariat provided by BGCI.

Acti viti es organized or supported by the Partnership include:

• Supporti ng the development of nati onal plant conservati on strategies; 

• Organizing regional training courses in plant conservati on;

• Developing GSPC-related 2010 targets at nati onal and other levels (e.g. for botanic gardens);

• Undertaking plant conservati on assessments at nati onal, regional and global levels;

• Identi fying and defi ning criteria for important areas for plant diversity;

• Developing projects at all levels for conservati on and sustainable use of threatened plants and 
their habitats;

• Working towards completi ng a working list of all known plant species; 

• Establishing networks; 

• Organizing public awareness and educati on initi ati ves; 

• Parti cipati ng in the fl exible coordinati on mechanism of the GSPC, including assistance in 
organising GSPC Liaison Group meeti ngs; 

• Translati ng the GSPC brochure into major world languages. 

In October 2005 the 1st Conference of the GPPC was held in Dublin, Ireland, to discuss GSPC progress 
(Proceedings of the conference on www.botanicgardens.ie). The GPPC has also helped with an in-depth 
review of the GSPC in 2008 in the preparati on of this Plant Conservati on Report and will contribute to 
discussions on opti ons for the GSPC beyond 2010.

GPPC Conference at the Nati onal Botanic Gardens of Ireland, October 2005. Credit: Nati onal Botanic Gardens, 
Ireland.
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1. The Subsidiary Body on Scienti fi c, Technical 
and Technological Advice in its considerati on of 
the in-depth review of the implementati on of the 
Global Strategy for Plant Conservati on, based on 
background documentati on, expert inputs and 
scienti fi c dialogue, brings the following key messages 
to the att enti on of the Conference of the Parti es at 
its ninth meeti ng: 

a. In general, the Global Strategy has provided 
a useful framework to harmonize and bring 
together various initi ati ves and programmes 
in plant conservati on at both the nati onal and 
regional levels;

b. The Global Strategy has been notably 
successful in sti mulati ng the engagement 
of the botanical and plant conservati on 
communiti es in the work of the Conventi on, 
through, inter alia, the establishment of 
nati onal, regional and global networks, 
including in parti cular the Global Partnership 
for Plant Conservati on, launched at the 
seventh meeti ng of the Conference of Parti es 
to the Conventi on; 

c. The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment 
provide a further rati onale for implementi ng 
the Strategy, including at the nati onal level, 
with a view to securing plant resources and 
their provisioning services and allowing 
communiti es to conti nue to derive benefi ts 
from plant diversity, especially for food, 
medicines, fuel, fi bre, wood and other uses; 

d. The nati onal implementati on of the Strategy 
provides opportuniti es for addressing the 
Millennium Development Goals especially 
poverty reducti on (goal 1), the health crisis 
(goal 6) and environmental sustainability 
(goal 7); 

e. There has been progress in achieving Targets 
5 (Protecti on of 50% of the most important 
areas for plant diversity assured;), 8 (60% 
of threatened plant species in accessible ex 
situ collecti ons, preferably in the country 
of origin, and 10 per cent of them included 
in recovery and restorati on programmes), 
9 (70 per cent of the geneti c diversity of 

crops and other major socio-economically 
valuable plant species conserved, and 
associated indigenous and local knowledge 
maintained), 11 (No species of wild fl ora 
endangered by internati onal trade), 14 
(The importance of plant diversity and the 
need for its conservati on incorporated into 
communicati on, educati onal and public 
awareness programmes); 

f. However, limited progress was made with 
respect to the targets 1 (A widely accessible 
working list of known plant species, as a 
step towards a complete world fl ora), 2 (A 
preliminary assessment of the conservati on 
status of all known plant species, at nati onal, 
regional and internati onal levels), 4 (At least 
10% of each of the world’s ecological regions 
eff ecti vely conserved), 6 (At least 30 per cent 
of producti on lands managed consistent 
with the conservati on of plant diversity), 10 
(Management plans in place for at least 100 
major alien species that threaten plants, 
plant communiti es and associated habitats 
and ecosystems), and 12 (30 % of plant-
based products derived from sources that are 
sustainably managed) and 15 (The number 
of trained people working with appropriate 
faciliti es in plant conservati on increased, 
according to nati onal needs, to achieve the 
targets of this Strategy); 

g. There are some gaps in achieving Target 
3 (Development of models with protocols 
for plant conservati on and sustainable use, 
based on research and practi cal experience) 
especially in relati on to the development 
of tools and protocols for the targets of the 
Strategy whose progress is limited; 

h. Eff orts to achieve target 7 (60 % of the world’s 
threatened species conserved in situ) have 
been constrained by limited progress in 
achieving target 2, as target 7 is dependent 
on the baseline data generated under target 
2; 

i. Constraints to the nati onal implementati on of 
the Global Strategy include limited insti tuti onal 

ANNEX 1

SBSTTA 12 RECOMMENDATION XII/2. 

IN-DEPTH REVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
GLOBAL STRATEGY FOR PLANT CONSERVATION
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6 integrati on, lack of mainstreaming, and at 
nati onal level, lack of taxonomic capacity, lack 
of data (taxonomy, biology and conservati on), 
tools and technologies, limited sectoral 
collaborati on and coordinati on, and limited 
fi nancial and human resources;

j. The emerging issues of global environmental 
change, namely, the impact of climate change 
and nutrient loading can be addressed through 
the achievement of the existi ng targets.

2. The Subsidiary Body on Scienti fi c, Technical 
and Technological Advice recommends that the 
Conference of the Parti es at its ninth meeti ng: 

(a)  Urges Parti es that have not yet done so, 
to: 

(i)  Nominate focal points for the Strategy;

(ii)  Develop nati onal and/or regional 
strategies for plant conservati on 
with targets as appropriate, within 
the context of nati onal biodiversity 
strategies and acti on plans and other 
relevant nati onal and regional policies 
and acti on plans, as part of broader 
plans to achieve the 2010 biodiversity 
target and the relevant Millennium 
Development Goals;

(b)  Recommends parti es, other governments 
and relevant organizati ons to consider:

(i)  Acti viti es for achieving enhanced 
implementati on of the Strategy, in 
parti cular its targets 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 10, 
12 and 15; 

(ii)  Providing as appropriate additi onal 
informati on on the progress made 
towards achieving the targets of the 
Strategy, including quanti tati ve data 
and informati on from other sectors 
and processes such as in forestry 
and agriculture, to strengthen future 
reviews of the implementati on of the 
Strategy; 

(c) Considers the further development of the 
Strategy beyond 2010 including a review of the 
current targets. Such considerati on should be 
carried out in the broader context of the Strategic 
Plan, within the further development of the 
Conventi on beyond 2010, taking into account 
nati onal prioriti es, capaciti es and diff erences in 
plant diversity between countries; 

(d)  Requests the Executi ve Secretary, in 
collaborati on with the Global Partnership 
for Plant Conservati on and other relevant 
organizati ons: 

(i)  To develop a toolkit, in pursuance of 

paragraph 7 of decision VII/10 of the 
Conference of Parti es, that describes 
inter alia tools and experiences that can 
help enhance nati onal, sub-regional 
and regional implementati on of the 
Strategy. The toolkit should be made 
available in all the United Nati ons 
languages in both electronic and 
printed form, with the opti on of making 
the electronic version interacti ve in the 
long term;

(ii)     To facilitate the development of 
capacity-building, technology transfer, 
and fi nancial support programmes 
to assist developing countries, in 
parti cular Least Developed Countries 
(LDCs), small island developing States, 
and countries with economies in 
transiti on, to eff ecti vely implement or 
achieve enhanced implementati on of 
the Strategy; 

(iii) To identi fy regional tools for the 
exchange of informati on and capacity- 
building;

(e)  Expresses appreciati on to Botanic Gardens 
Conservati on Internati onal for the secondment 
of a Programme Offi  cer to the Secretariat of 
the Conventi on to support the implementati on 
of the Strategy.

3.  The Subsidiary Body on Scienti fi c, Technical and 
Technological Advice requests the Executi ve 
Secretary to develop by the ninth meeti ng of the 
Conference of the Parti es, in collaborati on with 
the Global Partnership for Plant Conservati on, 
UNEP-World Conservati on Monitoring Centre and 
relevant organizati ons, and taking into account 
contributi ons from Parti es, other governments 
and relevant stakeholders, a “Plant Conservati on 
Report” that could provide input to the third 
editi on of the Global Biodiversity Outlook and 
serve as a communicati on and awareness-raising 
tool on the implementati on of the Strategy.
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ANNEX 2: INFORMATION NOTE FOR COP 9 ON THE 
PLANT CONSERVATION REPORT
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The Conference of the Parti es,

Having considered the outcomes of the in-depth review 
of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservati on conducted 
by the Subsidiary Body on Scienti fi c, Technical and 
Technological Advice and the key messages resulti ng from 
the review as transmitt ed to Conference of the Parti es by 
the Subsidiary Body in paragraph 1 of its recommendati on 
XII/2 (UNEP/CBD/COP/9/2, annex), 

Noti ng that the Global Strategy has sti mulated the 
engagement of the botanical and plant conservati on 
communiti es in the work of the Conventi on, through, inter 
alia, the establishment of nati onal, regional and global 
networks, including in parti cular the Global Partnership 
for Plant Conservati on, 

1. Urges Parti es that have not yet done so, to: 

(a) Nominate focal points for the Strategy; and 

(b)  Develop nati onal and/or regional strategies for plant 
conservati on with targets as appropriate, including within 
the context of nati onal biodiversity strategies and acti on 
plans and other relevant nati onal and regional policies 
and acti on plans, as part of broader plans to achieve the 
2010 biodiversity target and the relevant Millennium 
Development Goals; 

2. Urges Parti es and invites other Governments and 
relevant organizati ons to further implement: 

(a) Acti viti es for achieving enhanced implementati on of 
the Strategy, in parti cular its targets 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 10, 
12 and 15, including by reaching other relevant sectors 
beyond the botanical and conservati on communiti es; 
and 

(b) Providing, as appropriate, additi onal informati on on 
the progress made towards achieving the targets of the 
Strategy, including quanti tati ve data and informati on 
from other sectors and processes such as in forestry and 
agriculture, in order to strengthen future reviews of the 
implementati on of the Strategy; 

3. Decides to consider the further development and 
implementati on of the Strategy beyond 2010, taking into 
account current and emerging environmental challenges 
on plant diversity, including an update of the current 
targets within the broader context of and consistent with 
the new Strategic Plan beyond 2010, taking into account 
nati onal prioriti es and circumstances, capaciti es and 
diff erences in plant diversity between countries; 

4. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scienti fi c, Technical 
and Technological Advice to provide, prior to the tenth 
meeti ng of the Conference of the Parti es, proposals for 
a consolidated update of the Global Strategy, taking into 
account the Plant Conservati on Report, the third editi on 
of the Global Biodiversity Outlook, the fourth nati onal 
reports and additi onal inputs from the Global Partnership 
for Plant Conservati on and other relevant organizati ons; 

5. Further requests the Subsidiary Body on Scienti fi c, 

Technical and Technological Advice to consider the review 
of the implementati on of targets 3, 6, 9, 11, 12 and 13 that 
are related to sustainable use of plant diversity, when it 
undertakes the in-depth review of the work on sustainable 
use prior to the tenth meeti ng of the Conference of the 
Parti es; 

6. Requests the Executi ve Secretary, in collaborati on with 
the Global Partnership for Plant Conservati on and other 
relevant organizati ons: 

(a) To develop a practi cal and user-friendly toolkit, in 
pursuance of paragraph 7 of decision VII/10 of the 
Conference of the Parti es, that describes inter alia tools and 
experiences that can help enhance nati onal, subregional 
and regional implementati on of the Strategy. The toolkit 
should be made available in all the United Nati ons 
languages in both electronic and printed form, with the 
opti on of making the electronic version interacti ve in the 
long term; 

(b) To identi fy regional tools for the exchange of 
informati on and capacitybuilding; 

(c) To publish the Plant Conservati on Report (UNEP/
CBD/COP/9/INF/25) in all the United Nati ons languages 
as a communicati on and awareness-raising tool on the 
implementati on of the Strategy; 

(d) To facilitate capacity-building, technology transfer, 
and fi nancial support programmes to assist developing 
countries, in parti cular least developed countries, small 
island developing States, and countries with economies in 
transiti on , including those with high levels of biodiversity 
and are centres of origin, to eff ecti vely implement or to 
achieve enhanced implementati on of the Strategy; and 

(e) Coordinate regional workshops with support of Parti es 
and other relevant organizati ons on the implementati on 
of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservati on, subject to 
available resources, and to include the Global Strategy 
in the agenda of regional workshops for nati onal 
biodiversity strategies and acti on plans and compile 
these results including an assessment of capacity needs 
for considerati on of the Subsidiary Body on Scienti fi c, 
Technical and Technological Advice; 

7. Acknowledges the work of the Global Partnership for 
Plant Conservati on, the World Conservati on Monitoring 
Centre of United Nati ons Environment Programme, other 
organizati ons, and the Executi ve Secretary in developing the 
Plant Conservati on Report, and expresses its appreciati on 
to the Government of Ireland for the preparati on of this 
Report, and further extends itsappreciati on to Botanic 
Gardens Conservati on Internati onal for the secondment of 
a Programme Offi  cer to the Secretariat of the Conventi on 
on Biological to support the implementati on of the 
Strategy; 

8. Urges donors and other organizati ons to support 
the implementati on of the Strategy at the nati onal and 
regional levels. 

ANNEX 3: COP 9 DECISION IX/3

GLOBAL STRATEGY FOR PLANT CONSERVATION
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