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5/1 Financial mechanism 

The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention, 

Enhancing programmatic synergies among the biodiversity-related conventions 

Recalling that the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 represents a useful flexible 

framework that is relevant to all biodiversity-related conventions, and welcoming the recognition given to 

the Strategic Plan in the decisions or resolutions of the governing bodies of other biodiversity-related 

conventions, 

Recognizing that funding provided by the financial mechanism of the Convention on Biological 

Diversity already contributes to the implementation of biodiversity-related conventions other than the 

Convention on Biological Diversity, 

Mindful of the importance of enhancing programmatic synergies among the biodiversity-related 

conventions in the context of revised national biodiversity strategies and action plans, the Strategic Plan 

for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the GEF-6 programming directions, including the biodiversity focal area 

strategy, for the effective use of financial resources and the effective achievement of the Aichi 

Biodiversity Targets, 

Recommends that the Conference of the Parties at its twelfth meeting adopt a decision along the 

following lines: 

The Conference of the Parties,  

1. Invites Parties to enhance coordination among their respective biodiversity-

related convention national focal points, in order to identify national priorities in support of the 

implementation of the various biodiversity-related conventions, that are aligned with the Strategic 

Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and with the implementation of the Aichi biodiversity Targets, 

and incorporate them into their national biodiversity strategy and action plans; 

2. Invites the governing bodies of the various biodiversity-related conventions: 

(a) To provide elements of advice, as appropriate, concerning the funding of the 

national priorities referred to in the paragraph above within their respective mandates and in 

accordance with the mandate of the Global Environment Facility, that may be referred to the 

Global Environment Facility through the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 

Biological Diversity; 

(b) To request their respective secretariats to transmit such advice in a timely manner 

to the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity; 

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity to 

include any advice received in accordance with paragraph 2 above into the documentation for the 

appropriate agenda item, for consideration by the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 

Biological Diversity at its next meeting; 

4. Also requests the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity 

to further liaise with the various biodiversity-related conventions and the Global Environment 

Facility in order to find ways to facilitate the efforts of Parties as indicated in paragraph 1 above; 

5. Welcomes the creation of programmes 5 and 8 in the GEF-6 biodiversity focal 

area strategy, reflecting the importance of the Cartagena and the Nagoya Protocols, and invites 

Parties to prioritize projects accordingly. 
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Fourth review of the effectiveness of the financial mechanism 

Recalling Article 21, paragraph 3, of the Convention, 

Recalling also the Memorandum of Understanding between the Conference of the Parties 

and the Council of the Global Environment Facility,1 

Having reviewed the reports of the Global Environment Facility to the eleventh2 and 

twelfth meetings of the Conference of the Parties, 

Having considered the independent report on the fourth review of the effectiveness of the 

financial mechanism of the Convention,3 including the recommendations from the independent 

consultant on actions to improve the effectiveness of the financial mechanism, and the comments 

provided thereon by the Global Environment Facility, 

1. Decides, with a view to further streamlining guidance to the Global Environment 

Facility, that the Conference of the Parties should review proposed new guidance to avoid or 

reduce repetitiveness, to consolidate previous guidance where appropriate and to prioritize 

guidance in the context of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets; 

2. Welcomes the sixth replenishment package for the Global Environment Facility 

Trust Fund, and encourages Parties to submit project proposals to the Global Environment 

Facility in line with their national priorities and the guidance from the Conference of the Parties; 

3. Encourages the Parties to promote co-financing and projects that benefit from 

synergies and the multi-focal approach in using Global Environment Facility resources; 

4. Invites the Global Environment Facility to take the following action in order to 

further improve the effectiveness of the financial mechanism: 

(a) Enhance its catalytic role in mobilizing new and additional financial resources 

while not compromising project goals; 

(b) In collaboration with the Agencies and the Parties, continue to streamline the 

project cycle as suggested by the Independent Evaluation Office of the Global Environment 

Facility in OPS-5; 

(c) Coordinate with the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity on 

how to better measure progress in achieving the Aichi Biodiversity Targets by initiatives 

supported by the Global Environment Facility, taking into account the agreed GEF-6 portfolio-

level indicators; 

(d) Explore ways to balance the comprehensiveness and conciseness of the  report of 

the Global Environment Facility, acknowledging the need to demonstrate the progress in 

programming resources towards achieving the Aichi Biodiversity Targets; 

5. Encourages the Executive Secretary and the Chief Executive Officer of the 

Global Environment Facility to continue to strengthen inter-secretariat cooperation and 

collaborate with the Independent Evaluation Office of the Global Environment Facility and the 

Global Environment Facility agencies; 

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to explore and report on ways in which the 

Conference of the Parties at its thirteenth meeting can best utilize the Strategic Plan for 

Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the Convention’s protocols to set priorities for the financial 

                                                      
1 UNEP/CBD/COP/3/38, Annex II, Decision III/8. 

2 See UNEP/CBD/COP/11/8. 

3 UNEP/CBD/WGRI/5/INF/10. See also UNEP/CBD/WGRI/5/5/Add.1. 
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mechanism within the context of the four-year framework of programming priorities for GEF-7 

and submit the report to the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation 

of the Convention at its sixth meeting, or its successor, 4  for its consideration.

                                                      
4 This is subject to a decision by the Conference of the Parties at its twelfth meeting on the establishment of a 

subsidiary body on implementation, as recommended by the Working Group on Review of Implementation of the 

Convention at its fifth meeting (see paragraph 7 of the draft decision contained in recommendation 5/2). 
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5/2 Improving the efficiency of structures and processes under the 

Convention and its Protocols  

The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention, 

Recalling decision XI/10 on improving efficiency of structures and processes of the Convention 

and its Protocols, 

Recognizing the need to ensure the integrity of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and the 

Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising 

from their Utilization while pursuing efficiencies and the integration of processes, 

Stressing the importance of organizing concurrent meetings of the Convention and its Protocols 

in a manner that allows the full and effective participation of all Parties, 

1. Requests the Executive Secretary: 

(a)  To prepare a plan for the organization of the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties 

serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol concurrently with the twelfth meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties to the Convention, including identifying specific agenda items under the 

Convention and the Protocol that may benefit from consideration jointly or in close proximity to one 

another, in consultation with the Bureaux of the Conference of the Parties and the Intergovernmental 

Committee for the Nagoya Protocol; 

(b)  To prepare a plan for the concurrent organization in a two-week period of subsequent 

meetings of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention, the Conference of the Parties serving as the 

meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol and the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting 

of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol, building on the options contained in annex II to the note by the 

Executive Secretary on improving the efficiency of structures and processes under the Convention and its 

Protocols5 for consideration by the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, the seventh meeting 

of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol and the 

first meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol. 

The plan should address legal, financial and logistical aspects, the benefits and risks of all options, 

specific agenda items that would benefit from consideration jointly or in close proximity to one another 

and the implications of ensuring the full and effective participation of representatives of developing 

country Parties, in particular the least developed countries and small island developing States, and Parties 

with economies in transition; 

(c)  To prepare a proposal for voluntary peer-review of the preparation and implementation of 

national biodiversity strategies and action plans, taking into account the views expressed by Parties, 

designed to be implemented on a voluntary pilot basis by interested Parties, and submit this for 

consideration of the Conference of the Parties at its twelfth meeting; 

(d) To prepare terms of reference for a subsidiary body on implementation to replace the Ad 

Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention, with a mandate of 

reviewing the implementation of the Convention and its Protocols for consideration by the twelfth 

meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention, the seventh meeting of the Parties to the 

Cartagena Protocol and the first meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol. These terms of reference 

should take into consideration the mandate of the other subsidiary bodies of the Convention and propose 

changes to these mandates, if desirable; 

                                                      
5 

UNEP/CBD/WGRI/5/12. 
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(e) To complete the ongoing development of the online reporting tool of the clearing-house 

mechanism in order to make it fully operational as a component of the official website of the Convention 

on Biological Diversity; 

(f) In preparation for the budget committee at the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the 

Parties, to make information available on the functional review of the Secretariat referred to in paragraph 

25 of decision XI/31; 

2. Recommends that the Conference of the Parties at its twelfth meeting adopt a decision 

along the following lines: 

The Conference of the Parties, 

1. Recommends that, in future, the high-level segment of the Conference of the 

Parties be considered as a high-level segment of the Convention and its Protocols; 

2. Decides to include an item on the agenda of its future meetings on integrated 

approaches to the implementation of the Convention and its Protocols; 

3. Decides to add a standing item entitled “report on the implementation of the 

Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and implementation of Article 8(g)” to the agenda of its regular 

meetings to consider the main outcomes of the preceding meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena 

Protocol6 and the general state of affairs under the Cartagena Protocol with a view to fostering 

synergies and integration; 

4. Decides, on the basis of the plan prepared by the Executive Secretary, and in the 

light of the consideration of this issue by the seventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties 

serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol, that the thirteenth meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties shall be organized within a two-week period that also includes the 

meetings of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya 

Protocol and to the Cartagena Protocol, in the manner set out in annex I7 to this decision; 

5. Emphasizes the need to ensure the full and effective participation of Parties and 

indigenous and local communities; 

6. Calls upon developed country Parties to increase their contributions to the 

relevant voluntary trust funds to support the full and effective participation of representatives 

from eligible Parties and indigenous and local communities; 

7. Decides to establish a subsidiary body on implementation to replace the Ad Hoc 

Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention, with the mandate 

set out in the terms of reference in annex II8 to this decision; 

8. Notes the process to improve the operations of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, 

Technical and Technological Advice to enable it to fulfil its mandate more efficiently, and 

requests the Executive Secretary, in consultation with the Bureau, to continue to explore and 

implement ways to improve its efficiency, drawing on views of Parties and lessons learned from 

the seventeenth and eighteenth meetings of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 

Technological Advice; 

                                                      
6 Note: if paragraph 4 of this draft decision is adopted, then this paragraph would not apply to the thirteenth meeting, 

since there would be no such “preceding meeting”.  
7 The annex will be developed by the Conference of the Parties on the basis of the plan prepared by the Executive 

Secretary pursuant to paragraph 1(b) of WGRI recommendation 5/2. 
8 The annex will be developed by the Conference of the Parties on the basis of the terms of reference prepared by the 

Executive Secretary pursuant to paragraph 1(d) of WGRI recommendation 5/2 
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9. Requests the Executive Secretary to explore ways to increase the efficient 

convening of meetings, including through virtual means, and to liaise with appropriate entities, 

such as the United Nations Development Programme, to identify the necessary facilities for 

delegates, including national focal points, in developing countries to participate effectively in 

these meetings and report to the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of 

Implementation at its sixth meeting or to the subsidiary body on implementation that may be 

established in accordance with paragraph 7 above, for consideration by the Conference of the 

Parties at its thirteenth meeting;
9
 

10. Decides to enable a voluntary peer-review process for the national biodiversity 

strategies and action plans on a pilot basis by interested Parties making best use of mechanisms 

such as the NBSAP Forum, and requests the Executive Secretary to report on progress and 

challenges in its implementation to the Conference of the Parties at its thirteenth meeting; 

11. With a view to enabling the Conference of the Parties, at each of its meetings 

through 2020, to review progress in the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 

2011–2020 and the achievement of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets, in line with paragraph 3 (e) of 

decision X/2, invites Parties and other Governments, on a voluntary basis, to make available, 

information on progress towards the achievement of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets and related 

national targets and on indicators and approaches towards assessing progress, including through 

use of the online reporting tool of the clearing-house mechanism of the Convention, and requests 

the Executive Secretary to report on that voluntary exercise to the Conference of the Parties; 

12. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare, on the basis of the experiences and 

lessons learned from the preparation of the fifth national report and the use of the voluntary 

online reporting tool, proposals for the sixth national report to facilitate streamlined reporting on 

issues covered by the Convention and its Protocols as well as any further improvement that may 

be needed to the online reporting tool, for consideration by the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working 

Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention at its sixth meeting or by the subsidiary 

body on implementation that may be established in accordance with paragraph 7 above; 

13. Also requests the Executive Secretary to explore the potential for harmonization 

of reporting with other biodiversity-related multilateral environmental agreements to improve 

access to relevant data for the implementation of the Convention and to reduce the reporting 

burden on Parties, and make use of the experiences from this work when preparing proposals for 

the sixth national report; 

14. Further requests the Executive Secretary to explore options, including costs 

involved, for holding regional preparatory meetings prior to the concurrent meetings of the 

Conference of the Parties and the meetings of the Parties to the Protocols, and to provide a report 

to the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention at its 

sixth meeting or to the subsidiary body on implementation that may be established in accordance 

with paragraph 7 above; 

15. Invites the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme to 

consider strengthening the involvement of the regional offices of the United Nations Environment 

Programme to support the efforts of Parties to implement their commitments under the 

Convention and its Protocols; 

                                                      
9 This is subject to a decision by the Conference of the Parties at its twelfth meeting on the establishment of a 

subsidiary body on implementation, as recommended by the Working Group on Review of Implementation of the 

Convention at its fifth meeting (see paragraph 7 of the draft decision contained in recommendation 5/2). 
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16. Encourages Parties to integrate biosafety and access and benefit-sharing into 

national biodiversity strategies and action plans, national development plans and other relevant 

sectoral and cross-sectoral policies, plans and programmes, as appropriate, taking into account 

national circumstances, legislation and priorities; 

17. Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of resources: 

(a) To undertake an assessment of the Parties’ capacity needs and skill gaps with 

regard to integration of biosafety and access and benefit-sharing issues into national biodiversity 

strategies and action plans and national development plans in order to tailor the capacity-building 

interventions based on the needs of Parties; 

(b) To organize regional workshops for national focal points for the Cartagena 

Protocol, the Nagoya Protocol and Convention as well as indigenous and local communities and 

relevant stakeholders to share experiences and lessons learned in the integration of biosafety and 

access and benefit-sharing into national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

18. Encourages Parties and other Governments, as appropriate, in accordance with 

national circumstances and priorities, to strengthen national coordination mechanisms to facilitate 

a coordinated approach to the implementation of the Convention and its Protocols as well as other 

biodiversity-related conventions and the other Rio conventions. 
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5/3 Review of progress in revising/updating and implementing national 

biodiversity strategies and action plans and submission of fifth 

national reports 

The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention 

recommends that the Conference of Parties, at its twelfth meeting, adopt a decision along the following 

lines: 

 The Conference of the Parties 

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Government of Japan and other donors for their most 

generous contribution to support developing countries, in particular the least developed countries, small 

island developing States and countries with economies in transition, in developing the capacity to review 

and, as appropriate, update and revise their national biodiversity strategies and action plans, and to 

prepare their fifth national reports; 

2. Expresses its gratitude to international organizations and convention secretariats, 

especially the Global Environment Facility and its Implementing Agencies, for their efforts in 

facilitating developing countries, in particular, the least developed countries, small island developing 

States and countries with economies in transition, to review and, as appropriate, update and revise their 

national biodiversity strategies and action plans, and to prepare their fifth national reports; 

3. Recalls decisions X/2, X/10 and XI/2 and XI/3, and commends those Parties and other 

Governments that have reviewed and, as appropriate, updated and revised their national biodiversity 

strategies and action plans in line with the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, adopted relevant 

indicators, and submitted their fifth national reports; 

4. Urges those Parties that have not yet done so, to review and, as appropriate, update and 

revise their national biodiversity strategies and action plans in line with the Strategic Plan for 

Biodiversity 2011-2020, to adopt indicators at the national level as soon as possible and, in any event, no 

later than October 2015, and to submit their fifth national reports; 

5. Calls upon all Parties to continue and to accelerate where necessary the implementation 

of their national biodiversity strategies and action plans in order to contribute towards the mission, goals 

and targets of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020. 

 

 

 

  



UNEP/CBD/COP/12/4 

Page 28 

 

 

5/4 Report on progress related to business engagement 

The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention 

recommends that the Conference of the Parties, at its twelfth meeting, adopt a decision along the 

following lines: 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Acknowledging the ongoing development of the Global Partnership for Business and 

Biodiversity and acknowledging the pioneering work done by some Parties in engaging with businesses 

towards the implementation of the Convention, as evidenced by the increasing numbers of national and 

regional initiatives on business and biodiversity, 

Taking note of the results and recommendations stemming from the Third Meeting of the Global 

Partnership for Business and Biodiversity, held in Montreal, Canada, on 2 and 3 October 2013, 

Noting the upcoming business forum, which will include the next meeting of the Global 

Partnership, during the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, to be held in Pyeongchang, 

Republic of Korea, 

Recognizing that the active participation of the business sector is important to the achievement 

of sustainable development, 

Acknowledging that the majority of companies around the world are not aware of the importance 

or the benefits of biodiversity to their affairs or of the positive effects of mainstreaming the values of 

biodiversity and ecosystem services into their business models and into supply chains, 

Understanding the importance of engaging small and medium enterprises with respect to 

biodiversity, especially in developing countries, and their need for capacity-building and support, 

Noting that gaps exist with regard to reporting on business activities and that additional data, as 

well as a typology of action by business, are needed to help make informed decisions regarding business 

engagement, 

Appreciating the important ongoing work being done on the topic of biotrade by various 

organizations, 

Understanding that sustainable procurement, both public and private, can be a major driver of 

change across many business sectors and should thus be encouraged, 

Recognizing the key role of Governments in the protection, and optimization of the management, 

of biodiversity, and of living in harmony with nature, 

1. Invites Parties, taking into account their national policies, needs and priorities: 

(a) To work, in conjunction with stakeholders and other organizations, to develop 

innovative mechanisms to support the Global Partnership for Business and Biodiversity and its 

associated national and regional initiatives; 

(b) To cooperate with the Global Partnership for Business and Biodiversity and its 

associated national and regional initiatives in order to assist reporting by businesses regarding their 

efforts to mainstream the objectives of the Convention and its associated Protocols, as well as the 

Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the Aichi Biodiversity Targets, and to provide this 

information through the clearing-house mechanism, while also providing a global summary to the 

Conference of the Parties at future meetings; 

(c) To seek to foster public and private partnerships, in consultation with civil society, to 

promote the development and implementation of biodiversity strategies within the business sector, 

including on resource mobilization, and to strengthen capacity-building; 
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(d) To strengthen, through partnerships, local community activities in order to effectively 

implement the objectives of the Convention and its related protocols, as well as the Strategic Plan for 

Biological Diversity 2011-2020; 

(e) To continue work to create an enabling environment, building on existing decisions, 

such that businesses can effectively implement the objectives of the Convention and its associated 

Protocols, as well as the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, taking into account the needs of 

small and medium enterprises and designing appropriate frameworks to address these needs with respect 

to social and environmental responsibility; 

(f) To promote the consideration of biodiversity and ecosystem services related to business 

in other relevant multilateral forums, and endeavour to have these issues integrated, to the degree 

possible, into their considerations and outcomes, respecting the mandates of such forums; 

2. Encourages businesses: 

(a) To analyse the impacts of business decisions and operations on biodiversity and 

ecosystem services, and prepare action plans for integrating biodiversity into their operations; 

(b) To include in their reporting frameworks considerations related to biodiversity and 

ecosystem services and ensure that the actions taken by companies, including the activities of their 

supply chains, are captured, taking into account the objectives of the Convention, goals of the Strategic 

Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, and the Aichi Biodiversity Targets; 

(c) To enhance the capacity of senior levels of management, line staff, and supply chains, 

with regard to information on the benefits of, and impacts on, biodiversity and ecosystem services; 

(d) To integrate biodiversity considerations into procurement policies; 

(e) To actively engage in the resource mobilization strategy of the Convention on 

Biological Diversity to support the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and 

the Aichi Biodiversity Targets; 

3. Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of resources, in addition to 

the work specified in previous decisions: 

(a) To support Parties, in particular in developing countries, in their efforts to promote the 

integration of biodiversity considerations into the business sector; 

(b) To assist the Global Partnership for Business and Biodiversity and its associated 

national and regional initiatives, as appropriate and in conjunction with other programmes, in 

establishing a typology of actions in developing reports on the progress of biodiversity mainstreaming 

by businesses for the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the 

Convention at its sixth meeting and the Conference of the Parties at its thirteenth meeting, through, 

among other means, the convening of a technical workshop on reporting frameworks in this area; 

(c) To assist the Global Partnership for Business and Biodiversity and its associated 

national and regional initiatives in order to support capacity-building for businesses with a view to 

mainstreaming biodiversity into business decisions; 

(d) To expand the role of the Global Partnership on Business and Biodiversity and work to 

articulate the role of the business sector in implementation of the individual Aichi Targets, through 

identifying key milestones in the lead up to 2020 and developing guidance for business to support 

implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020; 

(e) To promote cooperation and synergies with other forums regarding issues that are 

relevant for biodiversity and business engagement with respect to, inter alia, commodity indicators and 

sustainable production and consumption; 

(f) To compile information and analyse best practices, standards and research about 

ecosystem service valuation, to facilitate assessments of the contributions by business to achieving the 
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objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Aichi Biodiversity Targets, and to assist in 

the dissemination of this information to various relevant forums in order to maximize the benefits for 

business and biodiversity. 
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5/5 Engagement with subnational and local governments  

The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention  

1. Noting the importance of biodiversity in measures to address the challenges of 

sustainable urbanization by Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, agencies within the 

United Nations system, such as UN-Habitat and the Economic and Social Council, subnational and local 

governments and the organizations that work to support them, such as ICLEI – Local Governments for 

Sustainability, and in the context of the post-2015 United Nations development agenda and the 

sustainable development goals, 

2. Taking note with appreciation of the valuable contribution of a temporary seconded staff 

person from ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability, upon which the Secretariat currently relies 

to carry out its work on subnational and local implementation, 

3. Encourages Parties still preparing their fifth national reports to include reports on 

subnational and local implementation, providing concrete examples of coordination between different 

levels of government; 

4. Recommends that the Conference of the Parties, at its twelfth meeting, adopt a decision 

along the following lines: 

The Conference of the Parties, 

1. Welcomes efforts to quantify and draw attention to the challenges and solutions 

associated with current patterns of urbanization, such as the publication of TEEB for Local and 

Regional Policy Makers, and the global assessment Urbanization, Biodiversity and Ecosystem 

Services: Challenges and Opportunities,10 and encourages their broad dissemination and use; 

2. Invites Parties to increase their efforts to enable, support and guide strategic and 

sustainable urbanization by working together with subnational and local governments for the 

achievement of the Aichi Targets, especially in promoting local and subnational biodiversity 

strategies and action plans; 

3. Calls on Parties to incorporate biodiversity considerations into their urban and 

peri-urban planning and infrastructure, such as “green infrastructure”, and to strengthen 

capacities of subnational and local governments to incorporate biodiversity into urban planning; 

4. Encourages Parties to support relevant initiatives that are contributing towards 

achieving sustainable patterns of urbanization, such as, inter alia, the Urban Biosphere Initiative 

(URBIS), the Maritime Innovative Territories International Network (MiTin) and the 

MediverCities network; 

5. Encourages subnational and local governments to contribute to the attainment 

of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 by, specifically, integrating biodiversity 

considerations into plans for sustainable urbanization, including local transport, spatial planning, 

water and waste management; promoting nature-based solutions; monitoring and assessing the 

state of biodiversity and progress to preserve it; integrating biodiversity conservation as a 

solution to climate change; and prioritizing biodiversity issues by showcasing the positive 

effects of biodiversity and ecosystem services on other topics, such as health, renewable energy 

and livelihoods; 

6. Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of resources, to 

increase efforts: 

                                                      
10 Published in 2013 and available as an open access publication at http://link.springer.com/book/10.1007%2F978-94-007-7088-

1. 

http://link.springer.com/book/10.1007%2F978-94-007-7088-1
http://link.springer.com/book/10.1007%2F978-94-007-7088-1


UNEP/CBD/COP/12/4 

Page 32 

 

 

(a) To mainstream biodiversity into the work of other agencies and key partners 

involved in work at the subnational and local levels; 

(b) To assist Parties and subnational and local governments, and their partners, to 

more effectively integrate the contribution of subnational and local governments into the 

implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020; 

(c) To collaborate with other United Nations agencies, international organizations 

and other stakeholders, including biodiversity-related conventions, on issues related to 

subnational and local implementation, such as working with the Secretariat of the Convention on 

Wetlands of International Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat (the Ramsar Convention) 

on urban and peri-urban wetlands issues. 
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5/6 Stakeholder engagement 

The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention, 

Welcoming the note by the Executive Secretary on Stakeholder Engagement,11 

Recommends that the Conference of the Parties, at its twelfth meeting, adopt a decision along the 

following lines: 

The Conference of the Parties, 

 Recalling decision X/2 on the adoption of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 

and, in particular, paragraph 3 (a) on enabling participation at all levels to foster the full and 

effective contributions of women, indigenous and local communities, civil society organizations, 

the private sector and stakeholders from all other sectors in the full implementation of the 

objectives of the Convention and the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, 

Recognizing the richness and relevance of experience of stakeholders and the 

opportunities provided by the meetings of the Convention and its Protocols to promote their 

effective implementation, 

Noting the efforts of the Secretariat and of stakeholders to support Parties in the 

implementation of the Convention and its Protocols, and the potential to enhance these efforts in 

support of the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, 

1. Welcomes the special informal session/dialogue aimed at identifying challenges 

and opportunities towards achieving the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the Aichi 

Biodiversity Targets that informed the deliberations of the Conference of the Parties at its twelfth 

meeting, including the high-level segment; 

2. Also welcomes the development of appropriate ways, means and mechanisms, 

such as a stakeholder forum held prior to meetings of the Conference of the Parties, to enhance 

effective and timely participation of stakeholders in meetings and processes of the Convention, its 

Protocols and subsidiary bodies; 

3. Encourages Parties to promote practices and mechanisms to enhance the 

participation of stakeholders, including youth, in consultations and decision-making processes 

related to the Convention and its Protocols at the regional and national levels; 

4. Calls upon Parties to effectively engage stakeholders, including youth, in the 

development and implementation of the new generation of revised national biodiversity strategies 

and action plans, and to support initiatives that seek to promote such participation; 

5. Requests the Executive Secretary to include appropriate practices and 

mechanisms, including modern communication tools, to enhance effective and timely 

participation of stakeholders in processes and future meetings of the Convention, its Protocols 

and subsidiary bodies, in consultation with the Bureau of the meeting in question and making full 

use of lessons learned from the Convention and other international experiences and further 

developments in participatory practices at the international level; 

6. Also requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of resources, to 

provide information on ways to enable inclusive participation of stakeholders in relevant 

initiatives, and on the opportunities, experiences and expertise that stakeholders can provide, 

taking into account best practices and lessons learned from past activities. 

  

                                                      
11 UNEP/CBD/WGRI/5/11. 
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5/7 Cooperation with other conventions, international organizations 

and initiatives 

The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention, 

Reiterating decisions X/20 and XI/6 of the Conference of the Parties, 

Welcoming with appreciation the note by the Executive Secretary on cooperation with other 

conventions, international organizations and initiatives12 and the progress report on the joint programme 

of work on the links between biological and cultural diversity,13 the New Strategic Framework of the 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and its relevance to the Strategic Plan for 

Biodiversity 2011–2020 and to the Aichi Biodiversity Targets 14  and the progress report on the 

International Partnership for the Satoyama Initiative (IPSI): from Formation to Current Practice,15 

Recognizing the substantial work undertaken by the Executive Secretary and the progress 

achieved in enhancing collaboration between conventions, international organizations and initiatives, 

Welcoming the cooperation between the secretariats of the multilateral environmental 

agreements in areas of joint information management, 

Recognizing the importance of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests for the effective 

implementation of the programme of work on forest biodiversity, 

Welcoming the initiative of a revised user’s manual of the CBD Guidelines on Biodiversity and 

Tourism Development16 and inviting Parties and other Governments to use it and report on its application 

to the Executive Secretary, 

Aware of the existing gaps in enhancing cooperation and collaboration at the national level, 

1. Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of resources and recalling 

decisions XI/6, paragraph 17, and XI/28, paragraph 4, to also consider in his report on this work to the 

Conference of the Parties at its twelfth meeting the following: 

(a) Submissions by Parties in response to notification 2013-120 (Ref No. 

SCBD/OES/OJ/moc/82999); 

(b) Recent decisions and resolutions by other biodiversity-related conventions; 

(c) Ongoing relevant projects, such as the United Nations Environment Programme’s 

project on synergies for biodiversity-related multilateral environmental agreements; 

(d) The views of Parties expressed at the fifth meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working 

Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention under the agenda item on cooperation with other 

conventions, international organizations and initiatives; 

(e) A report on the cooperative partnership, with the Secretariat of the Ramsar Convention, 

to promote awareness of, and capacity-building for, ecosystem-based solutions for water resources 

management; 

(f) A progress report on ongoing initiatives, such as the online reporting system and 

InforMEA, in particular regarding their relationship to the general reporting requirements under the 

Convention on Biological Diversity as well as other ongoing developments, and the involvement of the 

Secretariat in these initiatives; 

                                                      
12 UNEP/CBD/WGRI/5/8. 
13 UNEP/CBD/WGRI/5/INF/14. 
14 UNEP/CBD/WGRI/5/INF/22. 
15 UNEP/CBD/WGRI/5/INF/24. 
16 http://www.cbd.int/doc/programmes/tourism/tourism-manual-en.pdf. 
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2. Recommends that the Conference of the Parties at its twelfth meeting adopt a decision 

along the following lines: 

The Conference of Parties 

1. Welcomes the efforts by the governing bodies of the biodiversity-related 

conventions to align their own strategies and plans with the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 

2011–2020 and the Aichi Biodiversity Targets; 

2. Invites the Liaison Group of the biodiversity-related conventions and the Joint 

Liaison Group of the Rio Conventions to take into due consideration the need to optimize 

monitoring efforts and improve effectiveness through the use of coherent monitoring 

frameworks and indicator systems; 

3. Concerned about the findings and conclusions of Working Group II of the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change in its Fifth Assessment Report,17 
urges Parties and 

encourages other Governments, relevant organizations and stakeholders, to take steps to address 

all biodiversity-related impacts of climate change, strengthen synergies with relevant work under 

the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change [and apply advice agreed at the 

eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties, in 2012, on the application of social and 

environmental safeguards, including biodiversity, to maximize the biodiversity-related benefits 

of their REDD+ activities;]  [and invites Parties, other Governments, and relevant organizations 

to continue and strengthen their efforts to promote the contribution of REDD+18 activities to 

achieving the objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity;] 

4. Stresses the importance of supporting the objectives of biodiversity-related 

multilateral environmental agreements to improve national collaboration, communication and 

coordination with relevant organizations and processes, and requests the Executive Secretary, in 

collaboration with relevant organizations and processes, to further facilitate the necessary 

capacity-building to support the focal points of the biodiversity-related conventions in this 

regard; 

5. Recognizing the need for an all-encompassing effort by all relevant processes to 

achieve the Aichi Biodiversity Targets, reiterates the importance of a United Nations 

system-wide approach to the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 

and its Aichi Biodiversity Targets in the framework of the United Nations Decade for 

Biodiversity,19 welcomes the report of the Environment Management Group on relevant activities 

of the Issue Management Group on Biodiversity,20 and invites the United Nations and other 

organizations to continue their efforts in furthering the integration of the Aichi Biodiversity 

Targets throughout the United Nations system, in particular through the Environment 

Management Group and other relevant initiatives; 

                                                      
17 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Climate Change 2014: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability. (available at 

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/wg2). 
18 REDD+ is used as a shorthand for “reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation, conservation of forest 

carbon stocks, sustainable management of forests and enhancement of forest carbon stocks in developing countries”, consistent 

with paragraph 70 of decision 1/CP.16 of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).  The 

acronym REDD+ is used for convenience only, without any attempt to pre-empt ongoing or future negotiations under the 

UNFCCC. 
19 See General Assembly resolution 65/161. 
20 United Nations Environment Programme, Advancing the Biodiversity Agenda: A UN System-wide Contribution. A report by 

the Environment Management Group (EMG/1320/GEN) (UNEP, 2010). Available from http://unemg.org. 
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6. Welcomes the outcomes of the first European conference for the implementation 

of the joint programme between the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization and the Convention on Biological Diversity on the linkages between cultural and 

biological diversity, including, in particular, the Florence Declaration on the Links between 

Biological and Cultural Diversity;21 

7. Stresses that the involvement of the Convention on Biological Diversity in the 

Collaborative Partnership on Forests remains important for the effective implementation of the 

programme of work on forest biodiversity, and requests the Executive Secretary, as a member of 

the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, within available resources, to engage actively in the 

work of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, including in the ongoing process of review of 

the International Arrangement on Forests under the United Nations Forum on Forests with a 

view to addressing biodiversity-related issues adequately; 

8. Also requests the Executive Secretary to further study key capacity-building and 

awareness-raising needs regarding cooperation with other multilateral environmental agreements 

at the national level. 

                                                      
21 See http://landscapeunifi.it/en/call. 
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5/8 Biodiversity for poverty eradication and sustainable development 

A.  Biodiversity for Poverty Eradication and Development 

The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention 

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report on the work of the Expert Group on 

Biodiversity for Poverty Eradication and Development;22 

2. Takes note of the Dehradun/Chennai Recommendations and the Guidance for 

Implementation of the Integration of Biodiversity and Poverty Eradication, developed by the Expert 

Group on Biodiversity for Poverty Eradication and Development, in response to paragraphs 4 (a) and (b) 

of the annex to decision XI/22;23 

3. Recommends that the Conference of the Parties, at its twelfth meeting adopt a decision 

along the following lines: 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Recalling decision X/6 and decision XI/22, 

Recalling the eight Millennium Development Goals adopted in 2000 at the Millennium 

Summit,24 the objectives and Articles of the Convention on Biological Diversity, the 20 Aichi 

Biodiversity Targets of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 adopted at the tenth 

meeting of the Conference of the Parties, and the United Nations Decade on Biodiversity, 

Recalling the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 

Development, entitled “The future we want”, in which, inter alia, Heads of State and 

Government reaffirmed the intrinsic value of biodiversity as well as its critical role in 

maintaining ecosystem services, recognized the severity of global biodiversity loss and 

ecosystem degradation and emphasized that these undermine global development, and also 

affirmed that eradicating poverty is the greatest global challenge facing the world today and an 

indispensable requirement for sustainable development, 

Recognizing the processes on the post-2015 United Nations development agenda and the 

sustainable development goals, 

Noting that the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 

Ecosystem Services (IPBES) defined “nature’s benefits to people” to refer to “all the benefits 

that humanity obtains from nature. Ecosystem goods and services considered separately or in 

bundles, are included in this category. Within other knowledge systems, nature’s gifts and 

similar concepts refer to the benefits of nature from which people derive a good quality of life. 

Aspects of nature that can be negative to people, such as pests, pathogens or predators, are also 

included in this broad category. All nature’s benefits have anthropocentric value, including 

instrumental values – the direct and indirect contributions of ecosystem services to a good 

quality of life, which can be conceived in terms of preference satisfaction, and relational values, 

which contribute to desirable relationships, such as those among people and between people and 

nature, as in the notion of ‘living in harmony with nature’”,25 

Recognizing the need for increased capacity for mainstreaming biodiversity and 

ecosystem services into poverty eradication and development processes at all levels and for all 

                                                      
22 UNEP/CBD/WGRI/5/INF/11. 
23 UNEP/CBD/WGRI/5/6, Annexes I and II. 
24 See General Assembly resolution 55/2. 
25 Report of the Second Session of the Plenary of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 

Services, held in Antalya, Turkey, 9-14 December 2013 (IPBES/2/17, p. 44). 
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sectors and actors[, being aware of the Busan Partnership for Effective Development 

Cooperation from the Fourth High-level Forum on Aid Effectiveness],26 

Taking into account that many currently poor communities have been traditionally very 

effective conservers of nature and its biodiversity, such as through various forms of indigenous 

and community conserved areas and territories (ICCAs), and have therefore been users of 

biodiversity and ecosystem services, 

Also taking into account relevant initiatives, such as the Satoyama Initiative, consistent 

with decisions X/32 and XI/25, Living Well in Harmony and Balance with Mother Earth,27  and 

initiatives from indigenous and community conserved areas and territories (ICCAs) and The 

Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB), 

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Expert Group on Biodiversity for Poverty 

Eradication and Development for completing the work requested in decisions X/6 and XI/22; 

and takes note of the Dehradun/Chennai Recommendations and the Guidance28 developed by the 

Expert Group on Biodiversity for Poverty Eradication and Development; from which the 

Working Group at its fifth meeting has extracted and revised elements; 

2. Encourages Parties to integrate biodiversity and nature’s benefits to people, 

including ecosystem services and functions, into poverty eradication and development strategies, 

initiatives and processes at all levels; and vice versa poverty eradication and development 

concerns and priorities into national biodiversity strategies and action plans (NBSAPs) and other 

appropriate plans, policies and programmes for the implementation of the Strategic Plan for 

Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the achievement of its Aichi Biodiversity Targets, and to monitor, 

evaluate and report, through appropriate indicators and tools, and include this information, inter 

alia, in their national report to the Convention; 

3. Encourages Parties to develop approaches to build resilience of ecosystem 

services and functions from climate change risks and natural hazards, and adaptation to 

environmental stress, and other anthropogenic pressures for consideration in strategies and 

national development/sectoral plans, among others; 

4. Encourages Parties, other Governments, international organizations, multilateral 

and regional development banks and the private sector to recognize and take into account the 

diverse and holistic, intrinsic values of biodiversity, including its spiritual and cultural values, 

and to use appropriate and effective non-market-based, market-based and rights-based 

approaches, taking into account national circumstances, visions and approaches, such as Living- 

Well in Harmony and Balance with Mother Earth, and the construction of a resource-efficient 

society, in the efforts mentioned above; 

5. Encourages Parties, other Governments, international organizations and 

relevant stakeholders to ensure that, in their efforts to integrate biodiversity into poverty 

eradication and development strategies, initiatives and processes, they identify and promote 

policies, activities, projects and mechanisms on biodiversity and development that empower, 

indigenous and local communities, the poor, marginalized and vulnerable, who depend directly 

on biodiversity and ecosystem services and functions for their livelihoods, recognizing their role 

of collective action in the conservation of biodiversity and the sustainable use of its components; 

6. Encourages Parties, other Governments, international organizations and 

relevant stakeholders to support indigenous and community conserved areas and territories, 

community-based management, customary sustainable use and community governance of 

                                                      
26 See www.aideffectiveness.org/busanhlf4/images/stories/hlf4/OUTCOME_DOCUMENT_- 

_FINAL_EN.pdf. 
27 http://ucordillera.edu.bo/descarga/livingwell.pdf 
28 UNEP/CBD/WGRI/5/6, Annex I and II. 

http://ucordillera.edu.bo/descarga/livingwell.pdf
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biodiversity, and ensure their full and effective participation in decision-making processes, 

including through a rights-based approach, taking into account international instruments and law 

related to human rights in accordance with national legislation; 

7. Encourages Parties, other Governments, international organizations, and other 

relevant stakeholders, and indigenous and local communities to identify best practices and 

lessons learned, on integrating biodiversity, poverty eradication, and development, that can 

contribute to advancing poverty eradication and development, and to share this information 

using the clearing-house mechanism of the Convention and, as appropriate, other relevant ways; 

8. Encourages Parties, other Governments, international organizations, relevant 

stakeholders and indigenous and local communities to take steps to identify and overcome 

barriers to the implementation of decisions of the Conference of the Parties, such as lack of 

cross-sector coordination, resources and political prioritization, in order to effectively integrate 

biodiversity, poverty eradication and development, and to share lessons learned and the 

approaches or methods used to overcome barriers using the clearing-house mechanism; 

9. Calls upon Parties and others, as appropriate, to develop or strengthen the 

enabling environment and the capacity of Parties, communities, organizations and individuals, to 

effectively integrate the interlinkages between biodiversity and poverty eradication and 

development, and relevant cross-cutting issues by providing the necessary technical, scientific 

support and financial resources; 

10. Welcomes the work of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of 

Implementation of the Convention at its fifth meeting, in producing the Chennai Guidance for 

Implementation of the Integration of Biodiversity and Poverty Eradication, contained in the 

annex hereto, recommends its application by Parties and organizations engaged in the issues of 

biodiversity and poverty eradication and development, as appropriate, in accordance with 

national circumstances and priorities; and recommends that it be taken into account in their 

related plans, policies and actions, and in the implementation of related programmes; 

11. Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of funding and 

human resources: 

(a) To continue the work requested by Conference of the Parties in decisions X/6 

and XI/22, for the effective integration of biodiversity for poverty eradication and development, 

including the related decisions of the Conference of the Parties at its twelfth meeting; 

(b) To assist Parties in implementing the Chennai Guidance for Implementation of 

the Integration of Biodiversity and Poverty Eradication contained in the annex hereto. 

B. Integrating biodiversity into the post-2015 United Nations development 

agenda and the sustainable development goals 

The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention 

1. Welcomes the information contained in the information document entitled “Integration 

of biodiversity and the Aichi Biodiversity Targets in processes to develop the post-2015 United Nations 

development agenda and the sustainable development goals”;29 

2. Recommends that the Conference of the Parties consider incorporating key decisions 

taken at its twelfth meeting, including those on integrating biodiversity into the post-2015 United 

Nations development agenda and the sustainable development goals, in a wider package of decisions that 

could collectively be known as the “Pyeongchang Roadmap for the enhanced implementation of the 

Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the achievement of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets”, in 

recognition of the host of the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties; 

                                                      
29 

UNEP/CBD/WGRI/5/INF/12. 
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3. Recommends also that the Conference of the Parties consider adopting a decision along 

the following lines: 

The Conference of the Parties 

1. Stresses the need for the post-2015 United Nations development agenda and 

sustainable development goals to support the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity 

and to tackle causes of the loss of biodiversity and encourages Parties and all relevant 

stakeholders, and indigenous and local communities, to engage in the discussions on the post-

2015 United Nations development agenda and the sustainable development goals and to 

appropriately reflect the objectives of the Convention and its Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 

2011-2020 and the 20 Aichi Biodiversity Targets and associated vision for 2050 in the 

sustainable development goals, targets and indicators, highlighting the crucial importance of 

biodiversity and ecosystems services and functions for sustainable development; 

2. Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of funding and 

human resources: 

(a) To continue the work requested by Conference of the Parties in decisions X/6 

and XI/22, in the context of the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 

and the 20 Aichi Biodiversity Targets, taking into account the outcomes of the United Nations 

Conference on Sustainable Development,30  the final report of the Open Working Group on 

Sustainable Development Goals to the United Nations General Assembly and the negotiations 

toward a post-2015 United Nations development agenda, and to report on his efforts for 

consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its thirteenth meeting; 

(b) To continue the collaboration, with key partners, to actively contribute to the 

discussions of the post-2015 United Nations development agenda and the sustainable 

development goals and follow the conclusion and relevant outcomes and to inform Parties of 

any major developments related to biodiversity; 

(c) To support Parties by continuing his engagement in the ongoing processes to 

ensure the appropriate integration of biodiversity and ecosystem functions and services in the 

post-2015 United Nations development agenda and sustainable development goals, targets and 

indicators and by continuing to assist Parties in their efforts to integrate biodiversity and 

ecosystem functions and services into poverty eradication and development. 

Annex  

CHENNAI GUIDANCE FOR THE INTEGRATION OF BIODIVERSITY AND POVERTY 

ERADICATION 

1. Biodiversity is crucial to eradication of poverty, due to the basic goods and ecosystem functions 

and services that it provides, as appropriate. It is integral to key development sectors such as agriculture, 

forestry, fisheries, pastoralism, and tourism, among others, on which around 1.5 billion people heavily 

depend for their livelihoods. The impacts of environmental degradation in general and biodiversity loss 

in particular are most severe among people living already in poverty since they lack other livelihood 

options. 

2. Although the relationship between biodiversity and poverty is complex, multidimensional 

(environmental, social, political, cultural, and economic) multi-scale, and involves multiple actors, the 

integration of biodiversity and poverty eradication and development can be achieved by identifying and 

using opportunities and entry points specific to each context, reflecting on the different root causes and 

drivers of biodiversity loss that exacerbate poverty and taking measures to overcome them. This is also 

highly dependent on the different visions and approaches of countries to achieve sustainable 

                                                      
30

 General Assembly resolution 66/288. 
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development and poverty eradication as recognized in the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 

Development outcome document, “The future we want” (para. 56). These visions and approaches may 

include: green economy as a tool available for achieving sustainable development, contributing to 

eradicating poverty as well as sustained growth; and Living Well in Harmony and Balance with Mother 

Earth, enhancing social inclusion, improving human welfare and creating opportunities for employment 

and decent work for all, while maintaining the healthy functioning of the Earth’s ecosystems. 

3. Such integration also needs to take into consideration the differences in national circumstances, 

goals and priorities, as well as cross-cutting issues related to gender, indigenous and local communities, 

and inequalities, and to promote an understanding that maintaining biodiversity is not a problem to be 

solved but rather an opportunity to help achieve broader social and economic goals in addition to a 

healthy environment and society. This is important for adaptation and resilience to continuously 

changing environmental and socioeconomic conditions. The implementation of the integration of 

biodiversity considerations into sectoral and cross-sectoral policies at the regional and national levels, as 

well as the incorporation of the sustainable development dimensions and the issue of poverty eradication 

into national biodiversity strategies and action plans and subnational strategies and action plans, are also 

important. 

4. The following voluntary Guidance is proposed to facilitate the integration of biodiversity and 

poverty eradication for development and thereby to overcome some of the main root causes and drivers 

of biodiversity loss that hinder poverty eradication and to address key issues to enhance relevant policies 

and facilitate poverty eradication. This guidance takes into account countries’ own visions approaches 

and national priorities as well as cross-cutting issues related to gender, indigenous and local 

communities, and inequalities, and special circumstances of countries, in particular developing countries, 

as well as the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, “The 

future we want”. It is of the utmost importance to take into consideration that there is not a single 

approach valid for all countries and that this guidance, if applied, needs to be adapted to national 

circumstances and priorities. 

5. This guidance is intended for use by Parties and organizations engaged in the issues of 

biodiversity and poverty eradication and development, as appropriate, in accordance with national 

circumstances and priorities; and to take them into account in their related plans, policies and actions, 

and in the implementation of related programmes;  

1. Integration of biodiversity and poverty eradication for sustainable development 

(a) Identify linkages between biodiversity and poverty eradication for sustainable 

development, as well as drivers of biodiversity loss and poverty, inter alia, by using specific voluntary 

tools such as mapping of social and environmental vulnerability, regional poverty-environment profiling, 

and distributional studies assessing country- and region-specific links between biodiversity and poverty, 

and ensuring that the selected tools are gender sensitive and consider the diversity of views from 

indigenous and local communities, women, the poor, marginalized and vulnerable;  

(b) Promote the integration of poverty eradication and development concerns and priorities 

into national biodiversity strategies and action plans, local and regional biodiversity strategic action 

plans, and other appropriate plans, policies and programmes for the achievement of the objectives of the 

Convention and the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, taking into account different visions and 

approaches of countries to achieve sustainable development; 

(c) Promote the integration of biodiversity and ecosystem functions and services concerns 

into national development strategies and sectoral development plans, fiscal and, as appropriate, national 

accounting systems, and their implementation. The use of national economic tools may be effective for 

mainstreaming poverty-environment into national planning; 

(d) Use, as appropriate, the biodiversity indicators adopted by the Conference of the Parties 

of the Convention on Biological Diversity, as well as the indicators used in the Millennium 

Development Goals, the Rio Markers, and indicators addressing both biodiversity and poverty for 
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sustainable development, adapted, as appropriate, to national circumstances and priorities; 

(e) Integrate biodiversity and ecosystem services and functions in implementing the 

outcomes of discussions in the United Nations General Assembly on the post-2015 United Nations 

development agenda and the sustainable development goals; 

2. Minimizing adverse impacts, and facilitating participation  

(a) Prepare and implement effective biodiversity management plans for minimizing and/or 

mitigating any potential adverse impacts on the biological resources and the well-being of society, in the 

context of poverty eradication and development, including through: 

(i) Identifying resource persons and organizations at the national (for example the 

national focal point of the Convention or development cooperation agency) and 

subnational levels (for example indigenous and local communities) to provide 

technical assistance or advice on developing such plans for each sector where 

biodiversity is integrated into poverty eradication and development, and 

promote the implementation of these plans; 

(ii) Designing and implementing tools/mechanisms to avoid negative impacts on 

customary use and access to biological resources enjoyed by communities, in 

accordance with national legislation; 

(iii) Improving farming systems in order to secure food security while conserving 

biodiversity; 

(iv) Including indigenous experts in all processes; 

(b) Promote wide stakeholder consultations that are gender sensitive, including, as 

appropriate, through the principle of free, prior and informed consent as defined by the UNDRIP (FPIC), 

and accounting for the input from this process during the development of sectoral integration plans in 

order to identify potential adverse impacts, develop appropriate measures to minimize/mitigate them, 

implement the plans, and monitor and evaluate them; 

(c) Promote, as appropriate, the implementation of safeguard measures, such as mitigation 

hierarchy, to avoid adverse impacts on biodiversity and ecosystem integrity, and to improve long-term 

livelihood and well-being of indigenous and local communities, with special attention to women, the 

poor, marginalized and vulnerable people in particular, according to national circumstances and 

priorities by: 

(i) Taking measures to promote land management transparency and access to 

natural resources for the poor and landless, paying special attention to women, 

indigenous and local communities and marginalized groups; 

(ii) Taking measures, as appropriate, in all sectors and from local to national level, 

to promote more sustainable patterns of resource use that conserve biodiversity 

and ecosystem services and functions for the poor and vulnerable communities 

in particular, in line with the outcome document of the United Nations 

Conference on Sustainable Development, “The future we want”; 

(iii) Strengthening community-based management and the role of collective action in 

the management of natural resources and traditional indigenous knowledge 

systems; 

(iv) Instituting mechanisms of redress, at the national and local level including 

restoration and compensation for damages caused to biodiversity and the poor, 

with the liabilities to be borne by the responsible party. 
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3. Capacity-building, enabling environment and funding support 

A. Enhancing capacity-building 

(a) Support the development of curricula, that are gender sensitive and intercultural, on the 

importance, linkages and interaction of biodiversity, ecosystems and poverty eradication for sustainable 

development, in particular sustainable production and consumption patterns, for primary, secondary, and 

tertiary education;  

(b) Support joint training of practitioners among relevant ministries and other bodies (e.g., 

on use of indicators and monitoring systems among others);  

(c) Encourage coordination of activities and creation of synergies among the providers of 

capacity-building by: 

(i) Ensuring capacity-building programmes that include both scientific and traditional 

knowledge and involve participatory processes, community-based management, 

and the use of the ecosystem approach, and the management of systems of life, 

and take into consideration the needs of relevant stakeholders, and particularly 

indigenous and local communities, women, the youth, vulnerable and 

marginalized; 

(ii) Giving special attention to gender and social equity, access to genetic resources 

and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of genetic 

resources, including non-market-based approaches, sustainable management of 

ecosystem services, appropriate incentive mechanisms in accordance with the 

Convention on Biological Diversity, scaling-up of best practices, and to the 

empowerment of indigenous and local communities; 

(iii) Encouraging and facilitating North-South as well as South-South and triangular 

cooperation and the exchange of experiences; 

(iv) Enabling local decision makers to assess the effective outcomes of investments 

and development projects as regards poverty eradication and biodiversity 

protection. 

B. Strengthening the enabling environment 

(a) Take into consideration national, regional and international successful experiences and 

best practices, such as the landscape approach, ecosystem-based adaptation, stewardship, the mitigation 

hierarchy, environment safeguards and transparent land management for integration of biodiversity and 

poverty eradication at the local, national and regional levels, in order to enhance holistic views, 

understanding and values of biodiversity, through cross-sector coordination, and strengthening oversight 

bodies; 

(b) Take into account the importance of customary law in line with Article 10 (c) and the 

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples;31 

(c) Take into account the importance of customary law (in line with Article 10(c)) and the 

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in dealing with issues of natural 

resource governance, the need to appropriately recognize indigenous and community conserved 

territories and areas and their traditional knowledge and conservation practices as the basis for local 

biodiversity conservation plans without interfering in their customary governance systems (helping to 

meet Aichi Biodiversity Target 11); and to set the local biodiversity conservation plans as the basis for 

poverty eradication for sustainable livelihoods programmes for this to enhance the basis for the 

achievement of sustainable development goals. 

                                                      
31General Assembly resolution 61/295. 
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C. Providing adequate funding 

(a) Mainstream the link between biodiversity and poverty eradication for sustainable 

development into development cooperation programmes and technical assistance; 

(b) Provide technical and financial support to capacity development activities that combine 

biodiversity and poverty eradication for sustainable development, and for the scaling up of biodiversity 

financing mechanisms. 
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5/9 Retirement of decisions 

The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention, 

Recalling the decision of the eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties to refocus the 

exercise of retirement of decisions towards supporting the review of implementation of existing 

decisions and creating a good basis for the adoption of new decisions by integrating the exercise and 

proposals for retirement into the preparation and adoption of new decisions on the same subject matter, 

wherever possible, and the request to this Working Group to prepare a recommendation for consideration 

by the Conference of the Parties at its twelfth meeting, 

Recognizing the need to simplify the identification of and access to decisions that are still in 

effect, 

Recommends that the Conference of the Parties at its twelfth meeting adopt a decision along the 

following lines: 

The Conference of the Parties 

1. Decides to discontinue the current approach for the retirement of decisions and 

to replace the exercise by a new approach for the review of decisions or elements of decisions in 

a manner that supports implementation and creates a good basis for the preparation and adoption 

of new decisions; 

2. Also decides to refocus the exercise of retiring decisions, using an online 

decision tracking tool to be developed and maintained in the clearing-house mechanism, with a 

view to supporting the review of existing decisions and improving the development and 

adoption of new decisions; 

3. Requests the Executive Secretary: 

(a) To develop, by building on existing tools, as appropriate, and maintain an online 

decision tracking tool in the clearing-house mechanism with a view to supporting the review of 

existing decisions and improving the development and adoption of new decisions; 

(b) To implement the online decision tracking tool on a pilot basis and use it to 

review the decisions of the eighth and ninth meetings of the Conference of the Parties, assemble 

information on their status and any other related information as contained in the annex to this 

decision and make the information on the outcome of this exercise available to Ad Hoc Open-

ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention at its sixth meeting32 for 

its consideration and an appropriate recommendation to the Conference of the Parties at its 

thirteenth meeting; 

(c) To prepare a summary of the information contained in the online decision 

tracking tool and make it available to Parties, as necessary; 

 (d) To identify cases where the preparation and adoption of elements for a new 

decision on the same subject matter show that the previous decision in question: (i) will 

inevitably be superseded by the new decision; and (ii) may not be consistent with the new 

decision; 

(d) To explore the experience of other multilateral environmental agreements, in 

particular the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 

                                                      
32 This is subject to a decision by the Conference of the Parties at its twelfth meeting on the establishment of a subsidiary body 

on implementation, as recommended by the Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention at its fifth meeting 

(see paragraph 7 of the draft decision contained in recommendation 5/2). 
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Flora,33 in managing and consolidating decisions and resolutions, and include proposals in the 

information to be made available in accordance with paragraph (b) above; 

4. Requests the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation 

of the Convention at its sixth meeting, or its successor body34 to consider the information from 

the Executive Secretary referred to in paragraph 3 (b) above and to prepare a recommendation 

regarding the online decision tracking tool beyond the pilot phase for consideration by the 

Conference of the Parties at its thirteenth meeting; 

Annex 

Outline of information that may be included in an online decision tracking tool 

1.  Information regarding the decision: 

(a) Type of decision – whether the decision is “operational” or “for information”; 

(b) Status of the decision – whether “implemented”, “superseded”, “elapsed”, 

“active” or “retired”; 

(c) The entity to which the decision is directed – the Conference of the Parties, a 

Party/Parties, other Governments, Secretariat, the Global Environment Facility, 

Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice, other 

subsidiary bodies, indigenous and local communities, other stakeholders; 

(d) Timelines (implementation or process related), if applicable; 

2. Related information: 

(a) The recommendation or the element of a recommendation of a subsidiary body, if 

any, that formed the basis of the decision; 

(b) Related decisions; 

(c) Notifications issued; 

(d) Submissions received; 

(e) Related documents (such as reports, working or information documents, 

publications); 

(f) Related activities and outcomes (such as workshops, technical meetings or 

training programmes). 

 

 

                                                      
33 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 993, No. 14537. 
34 This is subject to a decision by the Conference of the Parties at its twelfth meeting on the establishment of a 

subsidiary body on implementation, as recommended by the Working Group on Review of Implementation of the 

Convention at its fifth meeting (see paragraph 7 of the draft decision contained in recommendation 5/2). 
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5/10 Review of implementation of the strategy for resource mobilization 

The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention, 

Realizing the urgent need for mobilization of resources for implementing the Strategic Plan for 

Biodiversity 2011-2020 and achieving the Aichi Biodiversity Targets by 2020, as well as the updated 

national biodiversity strategies and action plans and associated national targets, 

Noting that the strategy for resource mobilization in support of the Convention’s three objectives, 

as adopted by the Conference of the Parties at its ninth meeting, was geared towards implementation 

during an initial period up to 2015, coinciding with the final review of the achievement of the Millennium 

Development Goals, and that, in decision IX/11, the Conference of the Parties foresaw a comprehensive 

review of the strategy for resource mobilization to be undertaken at its twelfth meeting, 

Also noting the messages from the High-level Panel and the Second Informal Dialogue Seminar 

on Scaling Up Finance for Biodiversity that developing and operationalizing cohesive, well-designed 

institutions, rational policies and effective policy frameworks are a prerequisite for effective and efficient 

biodiversity financing systems, 

Recalling the preliminary targets for resource mobilization adopted by the Conference of the 

Parties at its eleventh meeting and its decision to review progress towards the achievement of Aichi 

Biodiversity Target 20 with the aim of adopting a final target for resource mobilization at its twelfth 

meeting, 

Mindful of the need for an effective and practical framework for monitoring and reporting on 

implementation of the final targets for resource mobilization, 

Taking note of the Co-Chair’s Summary of the Second Informal Dialogue Seminar on Scaling up 

Finance for Biodiversity, held in Quito, 

1. Requests the Executive Secretary to develop, for consideration by the Conference of the 

Parties at its twelfth meeting, proposals for concrete and effective actions for implementing Aichi 

Biodiversity Target 20, to support the achievement of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and 

the Aichi Biodiversity Targets by 2020, with a view to preparing a set of practical decisions at the twelfth 

meeting of the Conference of the Parties, to be held in Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea. The proposals 

will take into account the existing strategy for resource mobilization, including elements from all eight of 

its goals, the report of the High-level Panel on the Global Assessment of Resources for Implementing the 

Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020,35 the Co-Chair’s Summary of the Second Dialogue Seminar on 

Scaling Up Finance for Biodiversity, and the ongoing initiatives and activities on technical support and 

capacity-building mentioned in section D below, and include the following: 

(a) Possible actions for achieving targets as well as associated indicators, including actions 

associated with the eight goals of the strategy for resource mobilization and the mainstreaming of 

biodiversity across government and society (Strategic Goal A of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-

2020); 

(b) Delivery and support mechanisms providing technical support and capacity-building, 

including on good practices and lessons learned in applying financial tools and instruments and in 

enhancing their effectiveness, such as those presented during the Quito dialogues; 

(c) The cataloguing of the capacity-building and technical support instruments that have 

been made available to Parties by such organizations as those referred to in paragraphs 16 and 17 below, 

in order to inform policy development from a toolkit of options that Parties can use to address their 

resource mobilization needs; 

                                                      
35  UNEP/CBD/COP/11/INF/20. 
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(d) Draft options for voluntary guidelines based on the challenges and possible risks of these 

mechanisms as identified in the document on possible risks and benefits of country-specific innovative 

financial mechanisms and safeguards;36 

(e) Activities that encourage and support collective action, including by indigenous and local 

communities, and non-market-based approaches for mobilizing resources for achieving the objectives of 

the Convention, including such approaches as community-based natural resource management, shared 

governance or joint management of protected areas, or through indigenous and community conserved 

territories and areas; 

2. Also requests the Executive Secretary, further to paragraph 2 of decision VIII/14, to 

revise the preliminary reporting framework with a view to facilitating financial reporting, in consultation 

with Parties and on the basis of the task list contained in annex II to the present recommendation, in order 

to bring it into conformity with the targets for resource mobilization, to adapt the required scope and 

granularity of financial reporting, taking into account data quality and accessibility, the associated 

prospective cost and practicality of reporting, and other ongoing relevant statistical and environmental 

accounting processes; 

3. Welcomes, in this context, the financial and in-kind contributions of, in particular, the 

Governments of Brazil, Denmark, Ecuador, Germany, Japan, India, Norway, the Republic of Korea, 

Sweden, Uganda and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland as well as the European 

Commission, to initiatives, including the Quito dialogue seminar and other events, intended to contribute 

to the preparation of the review of the implementation of the strategy for resource mobilization; 

4. Recommends that the Conference of the Parties at its twelfth meeting consider the 

proposals of the Executive Secretary, developed pursuant to paragraph 1 above, with a view to their 

adoption, and further recommends that the Conference of the Parties consider including its decision on 

resource mobilization in a wider package of decisions that could collectively be known as the 

“Pyeongchang Roadmap for the enhanced implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-

2020 and the achievement of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets”, in recognition of the host of the twelfth 

meeting of the Conference of the Parties; 

5. Takes note of the summary of the Global Monitoring Report,37 recalling paragraph 5 of 

decision X/3 and paragraph 11 of decision XI/4, invites Parties and relevant organizations to submit 

additional information and/or provide comments on the draft to the Executive Secretary by 15 August 

2014, and requests the Executive Secretary to submit the global monitoring report on the implementation 

of the strategy for resource mobilization, for the consideration of the Conference of the Parties at its 

twelfth meeting; 

6. Recommends that the Conference of the Parties at its twelfth meeting adopt a decision 

along the following lines: 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Recalling that Parties agreed to consider all possible sources and means that can help to 

meet the level of resources needed, in accordance with Article 20 of the Convention and 

consistent with decisions X/3 and XI/4; 

Recalling paragraph 2 of decision X/3 and taking note of the wide variety of ongoing 

initiatives and activities which support Parties in mainstreaming biodiversity into national 

planning and developing national resource mobilization strategies, 

Having reviewed the progress towards the achievement of Aichi Biodiversity Target 20 

with the aim of adopting final targets for resource mobilization, as per paragraph 22 of 

decision XI/4, 

                                                      
36  UNEP/CBD/WGRI/5/INF/7. 
37  UNEP/CBD/WGRI/5/INF/4. 
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Recalling paragraph 3 (b) of decision X/2, and paragraph 13 of the Strategic Plan for 

Biodiversity 2011-2020,38 

A. [Final] targets for resource mobilization 

Option 1 

[1. Adopts the final targets for resource mobilization, under Aichi Target 20 of the 

Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, as follows, using average annual biodiversity funding 

for the years 2006-2010 as a baseline: 

(a) Double total biodiversity-related international financial resource flows to 

developing countries, in particular least developed countries and small island developing States, 

as well as countries with economies in transition, by 2015 and at least maintaining this level until 

2020, in accordance with Article 20 of the Convention, to contribute to the achievement of the 

Convention’s three objectives, including through a country-driven prioritization of biodiversity 

within development plans in recipient countries; 

(b) Mobilize domestic financial resources from all sources, including, inter alia, the 

public sector, the private sector, and, as appropriate, through new and innovative financial 

mechanisms, to significantly reduce  the gap between identified needs and available resources at 

domestic level, for effectively implementing by 2020 the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-

2020; 

(c) The targets contained in paragraph 7 (b) to (d) of decision XI/4;] 

Option 2 

[1. Adopts the following targets [to significantly reduce the gap between identified 

needs and available resources,] [to substantially increase from current levels the mobilization of 

resources] from all sources[, inter alia the public sector, the private sector, and, as appropriate, 

through new and innovative financial mechanisms,] under Aichi Target 20 in order to effectively 

implement the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 [and in accordance with the 

consolidated and agreed process in the Strategy for Resource Mobilization]: 

 (a) Double total biodiversity-related international financial resource flows to 

developing countries, in particular least developed countries and small island developing States, 

as well as countries with economies in transition, by 2015 and at least maintaining this level 

until 2020, in accordance with Article 20 of the Convention, [to significantly reduce the gap 

between identified needs and available resources,] to contribute to the achievement of the 

Convention’s three objectives, including through a country-driven prioritization of biodiversity 

within development plans in recipient countries, using average annual biodiversity funding for 

the years 2006-2010 as a baseline; 

(b) Mobilize domestic financial resources [from all sources[, including inter alia the 

public sector, the private sector, and, as appropriate, through new and innovative financial 

mechanisms,]] to significantly reduce the gap between identified needs and available resources; 

(c) Those contained in paragraph 7 (b) to (d) of decision XI/4; 

1(bis).  Decides that the targets in subparagraphs (a) to (c) above are to be considered 

mutually supportive but independent; 

1(ter).  Further decides to [review], at the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the 

Parties, [progress towards the above targets] [and consider the need for changes contingent on 

resource needs assessments that have been developed and reported by Parties, as foreseen in 

                                                      
38

  Decision X/2, annex. 
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Aichi Target 20] [consider the need to review the targets above at the thirteenth meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties].]     

 

2. Urges Parties and other Governments, with the support of relevant international 

and regional organizations, to develop their national resource mobilization strategies or finance 

plans consistent with identified needs and priorities, using the [final] targets for resource 

mobilization above as a flexible framework; 

3. Takes note of the voluntary guidelines based on the revised document on possible 

risks and benefits of country-specific innovative financial mechanisms, and safeguards 39  and 

invites Parties and business organizations and other stakeholders to consider using it as 

appropriate, and in accordance with national legislation; 

4. Welcomes the second report of the High-level Panel on the Global Assessment of 

Resources for Implementing the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, and encourages 

Parties to consider its findings and implementation of its recommendations; 

5. Welcomes the global monitoring report on the implementation of the strategy for 

resource mobilization; 

B. Modalities and milestones for Aichi Biodiversity Target 3 

6. Welcomes the analysis of the obstacles encountered in implementing options 

identified for eliminating, phasing out or reforming incentives that are harmful for biodiversity,40 

7. Takes note of the modalities described in the note by the Executive Secretary on 

modalities and milestones for the full operationalization of Aichi Biodiversity Target 3 and 

obstacles encountered in implementing options identified for eliminating, phasing out or 

reforming incentives that are harmful for biodiversity 41  as a flexible framework for the full 

implementation of Aichi Biodiversity Target 3; 

8. Adopts the milestones, as contained in annex I to the present decision, as a 

flexible framework for the full implementation of Aichi Biodiversity Target 3; 

9. Invites Parties to report progress in achieving these milestones, as well as any 

additional milestones and timelines established at the national level, through their national reports 

or, as appropriate, through the online reporting framework on implementing the Strategic Plan for 

Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the Aichi Biodiversity Targets; 

C. Financial reporting 

10. Adopts the revised financial reporting framework;42 

11. Requests the Executive Secretary to make the revised financial reporting 

framework available to Parties and other Governments no later than 1 June 2015, and invites 

Parties and other Governments to report thereon, using online reporting systems, where feasible, 

by 31 December 2015; 

12. Also requests the Executive Secretary to integrate the financial reporting 

framework into the guidelines for the sixth national report, in a manner that maintains consistency 

between the formats for the fifth and sixth national reports as per paragraph 10 of decision X/10, 

                                                      
39

 UNEP/CBD/WGRI/5/INF/7. 

40
 See UNEP/CBD/WGRI/5/4/Add.1. 

41
 UNEP/CBD/WGRI/5/4/Add.1. 

42  On the basis of the reporting framework prepared by the Executive Secretary pursuant to paragraph 2 of WGRI 

recommendation 5/10.  
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in order to allow for long-term tracking of progress towards all the Aichi Biodiversity Targets in 

an integrated and coordinated manner; 

13. Urges Parties and other Governments to report on their contribution to the 

collective efforts to reach the global targets for resource mobilization, against the established 

baselines, in their sixth national reports as well as subsequent national reports; 

14. Recognizes the important role of collective action, including by indigenous and 

local communities, and non-market-based approaches for mobilizing resources for achieving the 

objectives of the Convention, including approaches such as community-based natural resource 

management, shared governance or joint management of protected areas, or through indigenous 

and community conserved territories and areas, and resolves to include activities that encourage 

and support such approaches into reporting under the Convention; 

D. Technical support and capacity-building 

15. Recalls paragraph 12 of decision X/3 and, in this context, notes with appreciation 

the ongoing work of the Development Assistance Committee of the Organisation for Economic 

Co-operation and Development to improve the Rio marker methodology; 

16. Recalls paragraph 2 of decision X/3 and, in this context, notes with appreciation 

the work of the Biodiversity Finance Initiative of the United Nations Development Programme 

and other initiatives to support, encourage and facilitate the identification of funding needs, gaps 

and priorities, the development of national resource mobilization strategies and of financial 

reporting, by providing technical support and guidance, and capacity-building to Parties, in 

particular developing country Parties, including small island developing States and countries with 

economies in transition, and invites the BIOFIN Initiative to continue and further upscale this 

work; 

17. Notes with appreciation the work of relevant international organizations that 

support the work on resource mobilization and the programme of work on incentive measures, 

such as the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development, the United Nations Development Programme, the United 

Nations Environment Programme and its initiative on the Economics of Ecosystems and 

Biodiversity, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, the International 

Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the World Trade Organization, as well as other 

international organizations and initiatives, and invites these organizations and initiatives to 

continue and further upscale this work, and to provide capacity-building and technical support for 

implementing the modalities and milestones for Aichi Biodiversity Target 3; 

18. Invites Parties in a position to do so as well as national, regional and international 

funding institutions to provide financial support to these and other capacity-building activities, 

based on needs expressed by Parties; 

19. Requests the Executive Secretary: 

(a) To continue and further strengthen cooperation with relevant organizations and 

initiatives, with a view to catalysing and support the provision of technical guidance and 

capacity-building, on financial reporting, the identification of funding needs, gaps, and priorities, 

and the development of national resource mobilization strategies, and incentive measures, 

including, subject to the availability of financial resources, by organizing workshops on these 

matters; 

(b) To initiate technical work, subject to the availability of resources and in close 

cooperation with Parties as well as relevant international organizations, such as the United 

Nations Development Programme and the World Bank, by organizing a technical expert 

workshop on identifying, accessing, compiling and aggregating domestic and international 

biodiversity-related investments and impacts, with a view to (a) presenting, sharing and reviewing 
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existing national experiences; (b) assessing experiences and methodologies applied in other 

sectors with a view to identifying opportunities for methodological transfer; and (c) identifying 

options for convergence towards, and possible elements of, a common methodology; 

(c) To make the report of the workshop referred in paragraph 19 (b) above available 

as an element of guidance for Parties, with a view to facilitating financial reporting on domestic 

expenditures and the development of national finance plans. 

Annex I 

MILESTONES FOR THE FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF AICHI BIODIVERSITY TARGET 3 

Milestones and associated timelines: 

1. By 2015: Development and inclusion of a national target reflecting Aichi Target 3 in 

revised national biodiversity strategies and the inclusion of pertinent action items in revised national 

biodiversity action plans. Action items may include: 

(a) Undertaking national analytical studies that identify candidates for elimination, phase-out 
or reform of incentives, including subsidies, harmful for biodiversity, and that identify opportunities to 
enhance the effectiveness of existing financial instruments for biodiversity and to promote the design and 
implementation of positive incentive measures; 

(b) Based, as appropriate, on the analytical studies above, developing policy plans that 
(i) identify those harmful incentives that are candidates for removal, phase-out, or reform; (ii) provide for 
a prioritized list of measures leading to their eventual removal, phase-out, or reform; (iii) provide for a 
prioritized list of measures leading to the introduction, or strengthening, of positive incentives for the 
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity; (iv) provide for associated timelines and milestones for 
implementation; 

(c) In cases where incentives, including subsidies, are already known to have harmful effects 
and are already identified as candidates for elimination, phase-out or reform, foreseeing immediate policy 
action in form of their elimination or initiation of their phase-out or their reform; 

2. By 2016 (COP 13): In cases where candidates for elimination, phase-out or reform are already 

known, immediate policy action is taken, in the form of their elimination or initiation of their phase-out or 

their reform; 

3. By 2016 (COP 13): Finalization of national analytical studies that identify candidates for 

elimination, phase-out or reform of incentives, including subsidies, harmful for biodiversity, and that 

identify opportunities to promote the design and implementation of positive incentive measures; 

4. By 2018 (COP 14): Finalization of policy plans, in line with revised national biodiversity strategy 

and action plans, that (i) identify those harmful incentives that are candidates for elimination, phase-out, 

or reform; (ii) provide for a prioritized list of measures leading to their eventual elimination, phase-out, or 

reform; (iii) provide for a prioritized list of measures leading to the introduction, or strengthening, of 

positive incentives for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity; (iv) provide for associated 

timelines and milestones; 

5. The table below summarizes these milestones and the associated timelines. It reflects the 

possibility that a country may already know some candidates for immediate policy action (as per 1 (c) 

above) but may also wish to engage in the preparation of analytical studies (as per para. 1 (a) above) in 

order to obtain a more comprehensive picture. 

Timeline Milestone 

2015 National target reflecting Aichi Biodiversity Target 3 and associated action items 

included in revised national biodiversity strategy and action plan (NBSAP) 
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2016 Policy action taken on incentives, including subsidies, already known to have harmful 

effects and already identified as candidates for elimination, phase-out or reform, in form 

of their elimination or initiation of their phase-out or their reform 

2016 Finalization of national analytical studies that identify candidates for elimination, phase-

out or reform of incentives, including subsidies, harmful for biodiversity, and that 

identify opportunities to promote the design and implementation of positive incentive 

measures 

2018 Finalization of policy plans that (i) identify those harmful incentives that are candidates 

for elimination, phase-out, or reform; (ii) provide for a prioritized list of measures 

leading to their eventual elimination, phase-out, or reform; (iii) provide for a prioritized 

list of measures leading to the introduction, or strengthening, of positive incentives for 

the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity; (iv) provide for associated timelines 

and milestones 

Annex II 

TASK LIST FOR THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY TO REVISE THE FINANCIAL REPORTING 

FRAMEWORK  

1. Improve the guidance to the financial reporting framework, in close cooperation with Parties as 

well as relevant international organizations and initiatives, in order to improve transparency, reliability 

and consistency of data reported; 

2. Simplify reporting on flows from market/private sources and other sources (non-governmental 

organizations, foundations, academia) by integrating into the reporting framework the monitoring and 

reporting on measures taken by Parties to encourage these actors to provide support for the 

implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020; 

3. Cross-reference, in the financial reporting framework, pertinent sections of the guidelines for the 

fifth national report, with a view to enable Parties to use these reporting avenues, with amendments, as 

needed, in order to take into account financial considerations. 
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5/11 Review of progress in providing support in implementing the 

objectives of the Convention and its Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 

2011-2020 

The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention, 

1. Takes note of the progress report by the Executive Secretary on enhancing technical and 

scientific cooperation and technology transfer,
43

 and requests the Executive Secretary to prepare an 

updated report, including information on relevant elements of existing  programmes and initiatives, in 

time for the consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its twelfth meeting; 

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to compile a list of draft recommendations prepared for 

the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties regarding capacity-building for revising and updating 

national biodiversity strategies and action plans, technical and scientific cooperation,  technology transfer 

and the clearing-house mechanism in order to provide an overview for further consideration by Parties at 

its twelfth meeting; 

3. Recommends that the Conference of Parties consider incorporating key decisions taken at 

its twelfth meeting, including those on technical and scientific cooperation, technology transfer and 

capacity-building, in a wider package of decisions that could collectively be known as the “Pyeongchang 

Roadmap for the enhanced implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the 

achievement of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets”, in recognition of the host of the twelfth meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties; 

4. Also recommends that the Conference of Parties at its twelfth meeting adopt a decision 

along the following lines: 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Recognizing the importance of a coherent and mutually supportive approach regarding 

capacity-building, exchange of information, technical and scientific cooperation and technology 

transfer under the Convention and its Protocols, 

Welcomes the funding provided by the Government of Japan, as well as Canada, China, 

Denmark, the European Union, France, Germany, the Republic of Korea, the Netherlands, 

Norway, Spain, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay and the 

Global Environment Facility; 

A.  Provision of support for revising and updating national 

biodiversity strategies and action plans and capacity-building 

Recognizing the good progress made in the provision of support for revising and updating 

national biodiversity strategies and action plans,   

Also recognizing that capacity and financial gaps remain at the national level, especially in 

developing countries, 

Welcoming the efforts of the Executive Secretary to further facilitate and promote, in 

cooperation with the secretariats of other biodiversity-related conventions and the implementing 

agencies of the Global Environment Facility, capacity-building support to Parties for the effective 

implementation of the Convention and its Protocols, 

Mindful of the need for continued capacity-building support to Parties to further enhance 

the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the achievement of the 

Aichi Biodiversity Targets, 

1. Invites Parties, other Governments, indigenous and local communities, relevant 

organizations and the business sector, as appropriate, to share information on their 

                                                      
43 UNEP/CBD/WGRI/5/3/Add.1. 
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capacity-building initiatives, including emerging best practices and lessons learned, and 

opportunities, as provided in Section B, paragraph 3 (a); 

2. Encourages developing country Parties, in particular the least developed 

countries and small island developing States among them, and Parties with economies in 

transition, as well as indigenous and local communities, to make available information regarding 

their capacity-building needs and priorities identified through, inter alia, national and subnational 

capacity self-assessments, and to incorporate them in their national strategies and action plans 

with respect to the implementation of the Convention as provided in Section B, paragraph 2; 

3. Encourages donors and Parties to provide funding in this context; 

4. Requests the Executive Secretary: 

(a) Recalling paragraph 10 of decision XI/2, to continue promoting and facilitating, 

in collaboration and cooperation with relevant organizations and processes, activities to 

strengthen the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011–2020 and to further 

progress towards the Aichi Biodiversity Targets at the national, subregional and regional levels; 

(b) To undertake an evaluation of the effectiveness of capacity-building activities 

that the Secretariat has supported and facilitated, and a review of related partnership arrangements 

for delivery, and a gap analysis in capacity-building activities supporting implementation of the 

Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020; 

(c) To promote the use of available mechanisms, including the clearing-house 

mechanism, to further enhance capacity-building, technical and scientific cooperation and 

technology transfer to support the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 

2011-2020 and the achievement of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets; 

(d) To ensure that information on capacity-building and technical and scientific 

cooperation needs, opportunities and activities is shared effectively across and accessed through 

all platforms under the Convention; 

(e) To facilitate matching between needs, opportunities and activities, for 

capacity-building, inter alia, by organizing special matching side events during relevant regional 

and international meetings; 

(f) To report on progress made and results achieved to the Ad Hoc Open-ended 

Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention at its sixth meeting, or is 

successor body,44  for its consideration prior to the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the 

Parties; 

B.  Technical and scientific cooperation and technology transfer 

1.  Requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with partners, taking into 

account and avoiding duplication with other efforts, such as those of the Intergovernmental 

Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, and subject to the availability 

of resources, to enhance technical and scientific cooperation and technology transfer under the 

Convention, with a view to supporting the effective implementation of the Strategic Plan for 

Biodiversity 2011-2020 and its Aichi Biodiversity Targets, as well as revised and updated national 

biodiversity strategies and action plans, by, inter alia: 

(a) Facilitating the communication of technical and scientific needs and priorities of 

Parties, utilizing the clearing-house mechanism and other appropriate means; 

                                                      
44 This is subject to a decision by the Conference of the Parties at its twelfth meeting on the establishment of a subsidiary body on 

implementation, as recommended by the Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention at its fifth meeting 

(see paragraph 7 of the draft decision contained in recommendation 5/2). 
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(b) Further enhancing the availability and accessibility of information with respect to 

best practices and expertise for technical and scientific cooperation to make it more readily and 

effectively available through the clearing-house mechanism and other appropriate means;  

(c)  Facilitating the linking of the needs of Parties with support for technical and 

scientific cooperation by relevant global, regional and national organizations and initiatives; 

(d) In the context of paragraph 1 (c) above and building on existing structures, 

promoting thematic, cross-cutting and regional pilot programmes for technical and scientific 

cooperation and technology transfer; 

(e) Reporting on progress to the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of 

Implementation of the Convention at its sixth meeting, or to the subsidiary body on 

implementation that may be established in accordance with paragraph 7 of recommendation 5/2; 

2. Encourages developing country Parties, in particular the least developed 

countries and small island developing States among them, and Parties with economies in 

transition, as well as indigenous and local communities, to make available information regarding 

their technical and scientific needs and priorities and needs for technology transfer, in particular 

through the clearing-house mechanism; 

3. Encourages Parties, other Governments, relevant organizations, stakeholders and 

other entities, taking into account and avoiding duplication with other efforts, to participate in and 

contribute to technical and scientific cooperation and technology transfer under the Convention, 

and in particular: 

(a) To share, including through the clearing-house mechanism, as appropriate, 

information on good practices and the provision of expertise for technical and scientific 

cooperation and technology transfer; 

(b) To provide technical and scientific support and associated capacity-building, 

using the information made available pursuant to paragraph 1 (a) above; 

(c) To promote collaborative partnerships for technical and scientific cooperation 

and technology transfer on a thematic, cross-cutting and/or regional basis; 

4. Invites donor agencies, and Parties in a position to do so, to provide the necessary 

financial and human resources to enable the further enhancement of technical and scientific 

cooperation and technology transfer among Parties; 

C.  Clearing-house mechanism 

Recalling decision IX/30, in which it encouraged Parties to take the necessary steps to 

establish strong and sustainable national clearing-house mechanisms, and invited Parties, other 

Governments, relevant agencies and other donors to provide resources to enable developing 

country Parties, in particular the least developed countries and small island developing States, and 

countries with economies in transition, to take those steps; 

Also recalling decision X/15, in which it encouraged Parties to continue to take the 

necessary steps to establish, strengthen and ensure the sustainability of national clearing-house 

mechanisms; 

Further recalling the work programme for the clearing-house mechanism in support of the 

Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020
45

 and its recommended activities; 

Taking note of the progress report on the clearing-house mechanism;
46

 

Noting the low number of Parties having an active national clearing-house mechanism; 

                                                      
45 UNEP/CBD/COP/11/31. 
46 UNEP/CBD/WGRI/5/3/Add.2. 
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Emphasizing the importance of providing effective information services that contribute to 

the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and to the national 

biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

Also emphasizing the importance of the national clearing-house mechanisms for the 

implementation of the Convention; 

1. Invites Parties and other users to submit information through the central clearing-

house mechanism and to provide user feedback whenever possible; 

2. Strongly encourages Parties to accelerate the establishment and development of 

their national clearing-house mechanisms where they have not done so; 

3. Invites the Global Environment Facility, Parties and other donors to continue to 

provide financial support for sharing information and knowledge through the clearing-house 

mechanism, including for content preparation and translation; 

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to continue developing the information services 

of the central clearing-house mechanism, taking into account user feedback as well as 

recommendations from the informal advisory committee to the clearing-house mechanism; 

5. Also requests the Executive Secretary to develop a web strategy to ensure that all 

information common or relevant to the clearing-house mechanism, the Access and 

Benefit-sharing Clearing-House and the Biosafety Clearing-House, as well as other platforms 

developed under the Convention, such as the NBSAP Forum, the website for ecologically and 

biologically significant marine areas
47

 and any future similar developments, can be accessed 

centrally to avoid duplication of efforts, and to provide this strategy to the Ad Hoc Open-ended 

Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention, for its consideration at its sixth 

meeting, or to its successor body,48 in preparation for the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of 

the Parties. 

 

                                                      
47 http://www.cbd.int/ebsa/. 
48 This is subject to a decision by the Conference of the Parties at its twelfth meeting on the establishment of a subsidiary body on 

implementation, as recommended by the Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention at its fifth meeting 

(see paragraph 7 of the draft decision contained in recommendation 5/2). 
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5/12 Report on an updated Gender Plan of Action to 2020 and progress 

in gender mainstreaming, monitoring and evaluation and indicators  

The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention 

1. Requests the Executive Secretary to expand the scope of the Gender Plan of Action to 

include possible actions that Parties can undertake and, as such, requests the Executive Secretary to 

develop specific proposals in the 2015-2020 Gender Plan of Action under the Convention on Biological 

Diversity, taking into account the key considerations for Parties, and to present the revised draft to the 

Conference of the Parties at its twelfth meeting, 

2. Recommends that the Conference of the Parties at its twelfth meeting adopt a decision 

along the following lines: 

The Conference of the Parties 

1. Recognizes the importance of gender to the achievement of the Aichi 

Biodiversity Targets; 

2. Encourages Parties to give gender due consideration in their national biodiversity 

strategies and action plans and to integrate gender into the development of national indicators; 

3. Recognizes that important steps in gender monitoring, evaluation and indicators 

relevant to the Convention have already been taken by Parties and relevant organizations but that 

additional work is required, including with regard to collecting and using gender disaggregated 

data and, therefore, encourages Parties and relevant organizations to undertake further work in 

this respect; 

4. Encourages Parties to build capacity to integrate biodiversity considerations into 

national gender policies and action plans; 

5. Requests that the Biodiversity Indicators Partnership continue to consider how 

gender disaggregated data can be mainstreamed into the development of indicators for the Aichi 

Biodiversity Targets; 

6. Takes note of the document49 on guidance for mainstreaming gender into work 

under the Convention, and requests the Executive Secretary to report on its implementation to the 

Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention at its sixth 

meeting;50 

7. Requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with relevant partners, to 

collect case studies and best practices, including those from indigenous and local communities, on 

monitoring, evaluation and indicators on gender mainstreaming regarding biodiversity, including 

information on biodiversity tailored for women and participatory models, including women in a 

meaningful, timely and effective manner, and to disseminate it through the clearing-house 

mechanism; 

8. Further requests the Executive Secretary to provide input to the ongoing 

discussion on the post-2015 United Nations development agenda and the sustainable development 

goals on links between gender and biodiversity and to keep Parties informed in this regard; 

9. Welcomes the 2015–2020 Gender Plan of Action under the Convention on 

Biological Diversity and requests the Executive Secretary to support its implementation, 

including at the national level; 

                                                      
49 Updated from document UNEP/CBD/WGRI/5/INF/17/Add.1. 
50 This is subject to a decision by the Conference of the Parties at its twelfth meeting on the establishment of a subsidiary body on 

implementation, as recommended by the Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention at its fifth meeting 

(see paragraph 7 of the draft decision contained in recommendation 5/2). 
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10. Invites the United Nations Environment Programme to provide or facilitate the 

provision of training on gender mainstreaming in the context of the UNEP Gender Plan of Action, 

to the staff of the Secretariat and, as appropriate, the national focal points of the Convention; 

11. Encourages the further development of synergies and a common knowledge base 

between the different environmental conventions in order to establish a common and 

comprehensive monitoring framework and indicator system for gender mainstreaming, as 

appropriate, and taking into account the IUCN Environment and Gender Index. 

 

________ 

  

 

 


