‘kaghts ot mdigenous people and
communities must be protected’

NON-GOVERNMENTAL organisa-
tions worldwide want the draft doc-
ument on the Global Programme of
Work on Protected Areas to strongly
reflect the rightz of lecal communities
and indigenous peoples.

The document, over 300 pages
long, is being finalised by delegates at
the Seventh Conference of Parties
(COT) to the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) held here.

NGOs have collectively urged the
assembly of 188 countries to ensure
that local and indigenous communi-
tiez are consulted before the creation
of protected areas, which will affact
their homes and livelihoods.

“There should be free and prior
informed eonsent of indigenous and
local communities for any projects
and plans relating to their territories
and resources in and around pro-
tected areas," a joint NGO statement
said,

They are also against Govern-
ments turning aver the management
of protected areas to the private sec-
tor through concessions and leases, as
this ends up depriving indigenous
peoples of their rights and causes a
greater loss of bio-diversily through
ill-planned programmes,

The International Indigenous Fo-
rum on Bio-diversity said forcible
resettlement of native and local peo-
ple only increased their poverty and
should be stopped. Forcible rosettle-

HARRY: Oppose patents

ment destroyed their traditional way
of life and limited their income-gen-
grating options,

“If State-parties are serious about
poverty alleviation, forcible resetile-
ment of indigenoug peoples for con-
servation must be abandoned,” they
said.

They also want to be allowed to
continue wsing their native custom-
ary laws, and for indigenous women
to be allowed in decision-making as
they were users and cultivators of the
land.

Recognising native rights over
land and bio-resources was para-
mount before moving on to other as-

pects of the Convention, such as
technology transfer and equitable
sharing, said Debra Harry of the In-
digenous Peoples Council on Bio-
Colonialism,

“We oppose patents on  bic-re-
sources and until indigenous rights
are respected in the CBD, it is pre-
mature to even start discussions on
aecess and benefit sharing,” she said.

While Governments are keen to
adopt the document, several are ob-
jecling tothe setting of targets and
timelines for implementation, pre-
ferving instead to let countries indi-
vidually decide their own time-
frames.

NGOs, however, want these to b
decided at the global-level and ad-
hered to,

Developing eountries also want
commitments from richer states to
provide funding assistance and
technology transfer to help poorer
nations implement the protected ar-
eas programme. They atressad, How-
ever, that the technology must be
suitable and agreed to by recipient
nationg and in aceordance with their
capacities.

Delegates are also hammering out
another document on  protecting
mountain bio-diversity, a8 mountain
and highland regions are the head
sourees of rivers, and how well they
are protected has direct effects on
lowland areas.
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