
Convention on 
Biological Diversit   

Secretariat

 

 

     

    
 

Report of the meeting of the  
Global Biodiversity Outlook Advisory Group 

Geneva, 22 and 23 November 1999 
 

 
Opening of the meeting 
 
The meeting was opened by the Executive Secretary at 10:00 a.m. He welcomed participants 1 and 
thanked them for agreeing to put their skills and experience at the service of the Convention. 
 
Apologies for absenc  
 
The Executive Secretary conveyed the apologies of members of the Advisory Group unable to b
present at the meeting (see Annex II). 
 
Background to the Global Biodiversity Outlook and timetable for publication 
 
The Executive Secretary recalled that at its first meeting, the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, 
Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) had recommended that the Conference of th
Parties request the Secretariat to prepare a periodic report on biological diversity 
(recommendation I/62). It had made suggestions as to what such a report could include. In its 
decision II/1, the Conference of the Parties had endorsed this recommendation. At the fourth 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties (May 1998), the Secretariat had distributed a preliminary 
draft to members of the bureaux of the Conference of the Parties and of SBSTTA for comment. 
Further preparatory work had since taken place. The intention of the Secretariat was to prepare a 
full draft for presentation to the fifth meeting of the Conference of the Parties in May 2000.  
 
Role of the Advisory Group 
 
In recommendation I/6, SBSTTA had emphasized the need for widespread dissemination of 
scientific and technical information relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of biological 
diversity and the importance of scientific and technical research in achieving the goals and 
objectives of the Convention. It had recommended that the GBO reflect the views of the scientific 
community. The Executive Secretary noted that the GBO has the potential to become an 
authoritative report on global biological diversity, provided it is based upon the best availabl
scientific expertise. He had established the Advisory Group to ensure that such expertise would 
be available to the Secretariat in the preparation of the report.  
 
Introduction to the first draft 
 
The Secretariat introduced the draft texts that had been distributed to participants, noting that 
some sections were drawn from the May 1998 draft while other sections were drawn from other 
work in progress that could, if appropriate, be adapted to the purposes of the GBO.  
 

                                                   
1 A list of participants is contained in Annex II to the present report  
2 Recommendation I/6 of SBSTTA is included in Annex III to the present report  
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Discussion of the first draft 
 
A general discussion took place on the matters raised under items 3 to 5, following which it was 
agreed that consideration of the structure and content of the GBO needed to be preceded by 
agreement on the goals of the publication and its intended audience. 
 
The meeting agreed that the purpose of the GBO was to assist in assessing progress in th
implementation of the Convention. The primary audience should be decision-makers who need to 
take account of the objectives of the Convention, the obligations on Parties and the decisions of 
the Conference of the Parties. The GBO should b an information resource available to national 
focal points, members of delegations and others directly involved in the processes of the CBD for 
their use in advocating implementation of the Convention, particularly at the intra- and inter-
departmental lev ls.  
 
Following consensus on the goals and audience, the meeting considered the structure and content 
of the GBO, on the basis of the elements identified in SBSTTA recommendation I/6.  
 
The meeting also considered aspects relating to the production process, including format and 
method of publication, and the periodicity of future editions. It noted that the GBO and th
Handbook of the Convention (requested in decision IV/16) should complement each other. It also 
noted that the scope and content of future editions of the GBO should be defined in light of th
decision to be taken by the fifth meeting of the Conference of the Parties on guidelines for 
national reporting. 
 
Conclusions and recommendations 
 
The conclusions and recommendations of the Advisory Group are contained in Annex I to this 
report. 
 
The meeting agreed that any further comments could be submitted to the Secretariat in the next 
two weeks. The Secretariat would prepare a new draft by the end of February 2000, on the basis 
of the structure recommended by the meeting, for submission to the Advisory Group. Following 
receipt of comments, it would be decided whether to convene a second meeting of the Advisory 
Group prior to the fifth meeting of the Conference of the Parties. A full pr -publication draft 
should be ready for circulation at the fifth meeting of the Conference of the Parties. 
 
Closure of the meeting 
 
The meeting was closed at 2:00 p.m. on 24 November 1999 by the Executive Secretary, who 
thanked participants for their contributions to a successful and productive meeting. 
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Annex I 
 

Conclusions agreed by the Advisory Group 
 
Goals 
 
The GBO should constitute a tool that can be used by contracting Parties and other stakeholders 
to review progress in implementing the Convention to meet its three objectives, to identify 
barriers to implementation, to help set priorities for implementation, and to communicate progress 
and advocate needs to decision-makers. 
 
Audience 
 
The GBO should be principally directed at key players in implementation of the Conv ntion and 
other decision-makers and planners who need to take account of achievements in and limitations 
to meeting the objectives of the Convention, in such sectors as (though not limited to) trade, 
finance, agriculture, fisheries and industry. 
 
Structure 
 
The GBO should be concise, written in language accessible to the informed layperson and should 
emphasise implementation of the Convention, drawing on existing and ongoing assessments of 
the status of biodiversity. A possible outline is: 
 
Introduction to the GBO 
The Introduction should explain the genesis of the report, its function and structure. 
 
Chapter 1: The Convention: its context and related processes 
This chapter should be concise (circa 10 pages) and describe the Convention as a process, 
stressi  implementation; contents should not be controversial.  
 
Chapter 2: Status and trends of global and regional biodiversity  
This chapter should: draw upon and refer to existing assessments (with a possible baseline of 
1992) in order to measure the impact of the Convention on the status of biodiversity;  
clarify sources; emphasise human dimension; use graphics, charts and tables where possible; 
include information on changes in status at the global level where possible; ensure a balance in 
discussion between ecosystem, species and genetic levels of diversity; stress constraints on data; 
use existing and up-to-date information. It should be circa 30 pages in length. 
 
Consideration should be given to including an overview of threats to biodiversity and of goods, 
values and services derived from it. Alternatively this could be included in Chapter 4. 
 
Chapter 3: Review of implementation of the Convention at the national level 

� National reports  
� Conservation – progress, constraints and emerging issues 
� Sustainable use – progress, constraints and emerging issues 
� Benefit sharing – progress, constraints and emerging issues 
� Development of capacity 

 
This section should be drawn from submitted national reports, as well as case studies submitted 
by Parties to the Secretariat,  biodiversity country studies and national biodiversity strategies and 
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action plans. Consideration should be given to organising the section under the operative Articles 
of the Convention. 
 
Chapter 4: Global and regional trends in the implementation of th  Convention  
This chapter should include a general review of global and regional activities and initiatives that 
support the implementation of the Convention: the three objectives of the Convention should each 
be covered in reviews at regional and global level to the extent possible. If not included in 
Chapter 2, an overview of threats to biodiversity and of goods, values and services derived from it 
should be included here. 
 
Chapter 5: Analysis of implementation of COP decisions and SBSTTA recommendations 

� Programmatic areas and cross-cutting issues 
� Finance and other services in support of implementation, including the financial 

mechanism 
� Role of the CBD institutions in implementation 
 

This chapter should cross-refer to relevant parts of chapters 3, 4 and 6 and to the Handbook of th
Convention. 
 
Chapter 6: Overview of co-operation with other biodiversity-related conventions and processes  

� Related Conventions 
� Related intergovernmental and non-governmental processes 
� Scientific and technical co-operation 
 

Chapter 7: Prospects and outlook 
This chapter should derive from the preceding chapters, providing an objective summary. It 
should identify priority issues and consider targets for the future. 
 
Process 
 

� A pre-publication draft should be distributed at COP-5 for comments; 
� The GBO should be made available in hard copy and on the Internet; 
� Issues concerning the method of publication (i.e. whether to seek a commercial publisher 

or to self-publish) and the possibility of producing other language versions need to b
considered; 

� The involvement of other organisations in production of certain sections of futur
editions should be recommended. 

 
Periodicity 
 
The GBO should be produced periodically with a suitable interval to allow meaningful progress 
to be measured. A possible interval would be to produce an edition for every second meeting of 
the COP (on the assumption that the COP will decide to meet every two years). It was suggested 
that shorter, thematically-focussed outputs could be produced at shorter intervals. 
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Annex II 
 

PARTICIPANTS 
 
Dr. Jason Badridz  
Noah’s Ark Center for the Recovery of 
Endangered Species 
Tbilisi, Georgia 
Tel/Fax: +995 32 22 27 93 
nacres@access.sanet.g  
 
Dr. Mark Collins 
Chief Executive 
World Conservation Monitoring Centr  
Cambridge, United Kingdo  
Tel: +44 1223 277314 
Fax: +44 1223 277 136 
mark.collins@wcmc.org.uk 
 
Dr Edgar Gutierrez-Espeleta 
Director, Development Observatory 
University of Costa Rica 
San José, Costa Rica 
Tel: +506 283 7483/7619 
Fax: +506 283 7563 
egutierr@cariari.ucr.ac.cr 
 
Ms. Ivonne Higuero 
Programme Officer 
Division of Environmental Conventions 
UNEP 
Nairobi, Kenya 
Tel: +254 2 623 465 
Fax: +254 2 623 926 
ivonne.higuero@unep.org  
 
Professor Brian Huntley 
Chief Executive Officer 
National Botanical Institut  
Claremont, South Africa 
Tel: +27 21 762 1166 
Fax: +27 21 761 4687 
huntley@nbict.nbi.ac.za 
 

Professor Mohamed Kassass 
Emeritus Professor, Faculty of Scienc  
University of Cairo 
Cairo, Egypt 
Tel: +20 2 567 6890 
Fax: + 20 2 572 7556 
sherif@acs.auc.eun.eg 
 
Mr. Peter Kenmore 
Coordinator, Global IPM Facility 
Agriculture Department 
FAO 
Rome, Italy 
Tel: +39 06 5705 2188 
Fax: +39 06 5705 6227 
peter.kenmore@fao.org 
 
Dr. Ke-Ping Ma 
Deputy Executive Director  
Biodiversity Committ  
Chinese Academy of Sciences 
Beijing, China 
Tel: +86 10 6259 1431 
Fax: +86 10 8259 1781 
makp@brim.ac.cn 
 
Mr. Robert McFetridge 
Advisor, Biodiversity Convention Offic  
Environment Canada 
Ottawa, Canada 
Tel: +1 613 692 4896 
Fax: +1 613 692 6126 
rmcfet@sympatico.ca 
 
Dr. Walter Reid 
Science Director  
Millennium Ecosystem Assessment Project 
Seattle WA, US  
Tel: +1 206 782 7963 
Fax: +1 206 782 5682 
waltreid@attglobal.net 
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Dr. Cristián Samper 
Director General 
Instituto Alexander von Humboldt 
Santafé de Bogotá, Colombia 
Tel: +57 8 732 0791 
Fax: +57 8 732 0792 
cristian@openway.com.co 
csamper@humboldt.org.co 
 
Dr. Setijati Sastrapradja 
Secretary, Board of Trustees 
Indonesian Biodiversity Foundation 
Jakarta, Indonesia 
Tel: +62 251 325 236 or +62 251 340 373 
Fax: +62 251 325 236 
dinkopib@indo.net.id 
 
Dr. Peter Johan Schei 
International Negotiations Director 
Directorate for Nature Management 
Trondheim, Norway 
Tel: +47 7358 0500/0641 
Fax: +47 7358 0501 
peter-johan.schei@dirnat.no 
 
Professor Jameson Seyani 
Chief Programme Officer 
Science and Technology Division 
Commonwealth Secretariat 
London, United Kingdo  
Tel: +44 171 747 6214 
Fax: +44 171 839 6174 
j.seyani@commonwealth.int 
seyanijh@aol.co  
 
Dr. Talal Younès 
Executive Director 
International Union of Biological Sciences 
Paris, France 
Tel: +33 1 45 25 00 09 
Fax: +33 1 45 25 20 29 
ty002@dial.oleane.com 
 

Apologies for absence 
 
Dr. Peter Bridgewater 
Director, Division of Ecological Services 
UNESCO 
Paris, France 
Tel: +33 1 45 68 40 67 
Fax: +33 1 45 68 58 04 
p.bridgewater@unesco.org 
 
Professor Yiyu Chen 
Vice President 
Chinese Academy of Sciences 
Beiji  
Tel: +86 10 6859 7606 
Fax: +86 10 6851 1095 
yychen@cashq.ac.cn 
 
Dr. Elaine Fisher 
Executive Director 
The Institute of Jamaica 
Kingston, Jamaica 
Tel: +1 809 92 206209 
Fax: +1 809 922 1147 
efishjam@infochan.com 
 
Dr. Kenton Miller 
Vice President, International Development 
and Conservation 
World Resources Institute 
Washington DC, US  
Tel: +1 202 729 7785 
Fax: +1 202 729 7775 
kenton@wri.org 
 
Professor Sir Ghillean Pranc  
formerly Director 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 
United Kingdo  
Tel: +44 181 332 5112 
Fax: +44 20 8332 5109 
gtolmiep@aol.com 
 
Dr. Robert Watson 
Director, Environment Department 
The World Bank 
Washington DC, US  
Tel: +1 202 473 6965 
Fax: +1 202 477 0565 
rwatson@worldbank.org 
 



  

 

 
    

 

7 

Professor Edward O. Wilson 
Pellegrino Research Professor and Honorary 
Curator in Entomology  
Museum of Comparative Zoology 
Harvard University 
Cambridge MA, US  
Tel: +1 617 496 1034 
Fax: +1 617 495 1224 
khorton@oeb.harvard.edu 
 
Secretariat 
 
Dr. Hamdallah Zedan 
Executive Secretary 
Convention on Biological Diversity 
Montréal, Canada 
Tel: +1 514 288 2220 
Fax: +1 514 288 6588 
hamdallah.zedan@biodiv.org 
 
Mr. Anthony Gross 
Environmental Affairs Officer 
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity 
Montréal, Canada 
Tel: +1 514 287 7025 
Fax: +1 514 288 6588 
tony.gross@biodiv.org 
 
Mr. Martin Jenkins 
Consultant 
Cambridge, United Kingdo  
Tel: +44 1223 277314 
Fax: +44 1223 277 136 
martin.jenkins@wcmc.org.uk 
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Annex III 
 

Recommendation I/6: Global Biodiversity Outloo  
 
 
 In view of the need for a large dissemination of scientific and technical information 
relevant to the conservation and the sustainable use of biological diversity;  
 
 In view also of the importance of scientific and technical research in achieving the goals 
and objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity; 
 
 The first meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological 
Advice (SBSTTA), held in Paris from 4 to 8  September, recommends that the second meeting of 
the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, to be held in Jakarta, 
Indonesia, from 6 to 17 November 1995, consider: 
 
1. Requesting the Secretariat to prepare, under the guidance of the Bureau of th
Conference of the Parties and the SBSTTA, a periodic report on biological diversity.  Such a 
report, which may also reflect the views of the scientific community, may include, inter alia: 
 
 (a) A brief summary of the status and trends of biological diversity at global and 
regional level; 
 
 (b) An analysis of the global and regional trends in the implementation of th
objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity on the conservation of biological diversity, 
the sustainable use of its components, and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of 
the utilization of genetic resources; 
 
 (c) A summary of the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity at 
the national level on the basis of the information contained in national reports to be submitted by 
Parties in accordance with Article 26 of the Convention; 
 
 (d) An overview of the cooperation with other biological-diversity-related 
conventions and intergovernmental processes;  a  
 
 (e) A presentation on the implementation of the decisions of the Conference of th
Parties and the recommendations adopted by the SBSTTA. 
 
2. The implications of this proposal in terms of financial and human resources in relation to 
other tasks to be fulfilled by the Secretariat. 
 


