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The Convention on The Convention on 
Biological DiversityBiological Diversity

Target:Target:
“to achieve, by 2010, “to achieve, by 2010, 
a significant reduction a significant reduction 
of the current rate of of the current rate of 
biodiversity lossbiodiversity loss at at 
the global, regional the global, regional 
and national levels as and national levels as 
a contribution to a contribution to 
poverty alleviation poverty alleviation 
and to the benefit of and to the benefit of 
all life on earthall life on earth””



BiodiversityBiodiversity –– the foundation of food the foundation of food 
production and dietary diversityproduction and dietary diversity

•• Species: Species: 
some 7000 species some 7000 species 
used historically used historically 
•• Genetic Diversity: Genetic Diversity: 

raw material for crop raw material for crop 
and livestock and livestock 
improvementimprovement
•• Ecosystem services:Ecosystem services:

–– Nutrient cyclingNutrient cycling
–– Pest managementPest management
–– PollinationPollination



Impacts of Food Production on Impacts of Food Production on 
Biodiversity and EcosystemsBiodiversity and Ecosystems

•• Habitat Change Habitat Change 
(Land and Sea) (Land and Sea) 
•• Nutrient LoadingNutrient Loading
•• OverexploitationOverexploitation



Increasing demand for food ….. Increasing demand for food ….. 
….. and increasing impacts….. and increasing impacts

PopulationPopulation

Reactive Reactive 
nitrogennitrogen

HabitatHabitat
LossLoss







Global Fisheries Global Fisheries 
Peaked last Peaked last 
century ……..century ……..

….. Despite ….. Despite 
increased fishing increased fishing 
effortsefforts



Geographic expansion of fisheriesGeographic expansion of fisheries
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Generally Bad choices:Generally Bad choices:
•• Cod (Atlantic) Cod (Atlantic) 
•• Chilean Sea BassChilean Sea Bass
•• Orange Orange RoughyRoughy
•• Blue Fin TunaBlue Fin Tuna
•• Farmed SalmonFarmed Salmon

Generally Good choices:Generally Good choices:
•• Pacific Halibut Pacific Halibut 
•• Arctic CharArctic Char
•• MackerelMackerel
•• HokiHoki
•• TilapiaTilapia





Thank you!Thank you!

BIODIVERSITY: Achieve the 2010 target!


