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Co-Chairs,
Ladies and gentlemen,

The United Nations Organization was establishe8an Francisco on 24 October
1945, in the aftermath of the most devastating waged by humanity against itself, in
response to people’s cry for international peacksaturity. It was established based on
the strong conviction that multilateral cooperatisnthe most powerful instrument to
promote and maintain peace and security in thedvoHor the last 61 years, the United
Nations has played an irreplaceable role in maimgi peace and security in the world.
In 2001, it received the Nobel Peace Prize as ddwiate recognition of its unique
contribution to the promotion and maintenance térmational peace and world security.

Three years later, by awarding the Nobel Peace RoiProf. Wangari Maathai in
2004, the Nobel Committee for the first time in hsstory recognized the security
component of the environment. A couple of days,ago 17 April, the Security
Council, again for the first time in its historyglmhted the question of energy, security and
climate change, thus recognizing its relevanceh&implementation of Chapter VIl of
the United Nations Charter. Climate change is ofethe main drivers of the
environment degradation, including unprecedented tf biodiversity, that constitutes a
major new threat to peace and human security. ethdeistainable development is the
new name for peace and security. The environmergradation including the
unprecedented loss of biodiversity is the new thi@aeace and human security.

In Stockholm in 1972, the United Nations EnvironinBrogramme (UNEP) was
established in response to people’s urgent neettldoess the collateral damage of the
industrial revolution. It was established basedtn strong conviction that multilateral
cooperation is the most powerful instrument to adgrglobal environmental issues. For
the last thirty-five years, UNEP has played an pilaeeable role in promoting
international cooperation for the environment adll ves the strengthening of the
international legal regime for environmental protwt. Prior to 1962, fewer than 42
international environmental treaties existed. THodhere are more than 500, of which
more than 60 per cent were adopted after the UmNiitbns Conference on the Human
Environment. Forty per cent concern biodiversitfdowever, 70 per cent of the
agreements adopted since the establishment of UNdE® a regional focus.

A new generation of multilateral environment agreets, the sustainable
development agreed was born in Rio de Janeiro e J1992. The Rio conventions,
including the United Nations Convention on Biolagi©iversity, were born in response
to people’s cry for the need to reconcile environtak protection with development
processes. The Commission on Sustainable Develdpmwes also established in
response to such a need. Over the last 15 yeaiswih the financial support of the
Global Environment Facility and its three implemegtand seven executing agencies,
the Rio conventions have played an irreplacealdéeinopromoting global framework for
addressing the interrelated issues of climate ahanigdiversity and desertification.

However, such a framework has not prevented theramgton of the
unprecedented loss of biodiversity of our planefccording to the Millennium
Ecosystem Assessment, the pressure from humantiastion the natural functioning of



the planet has reached such an extent that thigyalfilecosystems to meet the needs of
future generations is now seriously—perhaps ir@ber—jeopardized. Never since
human beings first appeared on Earth has anthropogbange to our planet's natural
functioning been as destructive as it has been theetast half-century. The result has
been an unparalleled extinction of biodiversity Barth. However, the important
message of the 1,395 experts from 95 countriesashtributed to the Assessment is that
it is possible to achieve the 2010 biodiversityg&rof reducing substantially the rate of
loss of biodiversity. The achievement of the tangdl, however, require unprecedented
efforts at national, regional and internationakeas well as at the institutional level.

The United Nations Task Force on Environment andmbiu Settlements
established in 1998 made it clear that the integnat environmental governance is
fragmented and lacks global coherence. This messag echoed by the Cartagena
decision adopted at the seventh extraordinary @essi the UNEP Governing Council
and endorsed by the United Nations General Assemiblyas further elaborated by the
High-level Panel on United Nations System-wide Gehee. Thus, the report of the
Panel entitled “Delivering as one” noted that mtiven 30 United Nations agencies and
programmes are involved on environmental issuesoreMhan 20 United Nations
agencies are involved at some level on issueserklat water and energy. The Panel
observed that the three Rio conventions have BB8@meetings annually. The figure
rises to almost 400 days in total if we includeeotblobal environment agreements.

With regard to the Convention on Biological Divéysimore than 320 meetings
have been convened resulting in the adoption ofd&sions representing 1821 pages of
documents since the first meeting of the Conferesfcthe Parties. The Convention’s
Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Tedbgal Advice (SBSTTA) convened
eleven meetings and adopted a total of 121 deasrepresenting 1,220 individual
recommendations since its first meeting in 199%viGusly, global coherence is indeed
urgently required among and within global and regidiodiversity related multilateral
agreements.

Thus, the consultation of the United Nations Gelngsgembly on the issue of the
global environmental governance responds to a imgesseed to promote global
coherence and synergies. | would like thereforeotovey to His Excellency Ambassador
Peter Maurer and His Excellency Ambassador Enggreuga, my deep gratitude for the
honor bestowed on me in my capacity as the Exez8rcretary of the Convention on
Biological Diversity to share with the members bé tGeneral Assembly, the measures
initiated to enhance synergies and complementsriiistween the biodiversity related
conventions. Of course, building consensus onitiniginal issues always requires
extensive consultations and is time-consuming. &i@m, this should not be used as a
pretext to postpone measures that need to be lydgakén to enhance the efficiency of
the current environmental architecture.

It is with this sense of urgency and responsibifitgt the 4,000 participants in the
eighth meeting of the Conference of the PartighéaConvention on Biological Diversity
held in Curitiba, Brazil, in March 2006 agreed oneav era of enhanced implementation
of the three objectives of the Convention, namieé/donservation of biological diversity,
its sustainable use and fair and equitable shanirtge benefits derived from the use of



genetic resources. The new era calls for enhancedrdination with other
biodiversity-related conventions, institutions apbcesses with a view tonter alia,
facilitating exchange of information, exploring hamnized reporting, developing value-
added joint work programmes and exploring liaisoraragements for greater coherence
in intergovernmental organizations and procesgesiew era of enhanced collaboration
with partner institutions was born in Curitiba:

Partner ship among the Rio conventions

Since 2001, the Joint Liaison Group, which incluties executive secretaries of
the three Rio conventions as well as the chairsthef subsidiary bodies of the
conventions, has provided a useful framework fareased coordination, exchange of
information and promoting synergistic activitiebhe Group prepared a paper on options
for enhanced cooperation among the three Rio cdiorenwhich was welcomed by the
eighth meeting of the Conference of the Partiesth® Convention on Biological
Diversity, by the UNFCCC Subsidiary Body for Sciéntand Technological Advice at
both its twenty-third and twenty-fourth meetingsday the Conference of the Parties of
the UNCCD at its seventh meeting. In adoptinglé@sision VIII/30, the eight meeting of
the Conference of the Parties of the CBD for th& fime:

 Reguested the Executive Secretary to propose, ghrahe Joint Liaison
Group, specific mutually supportive actions for tBecretariats of the Rio
Convention, Parties, and other organizations;

* Recognized the consideration of reduced emissiam tleforestation by the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Qw(UNFCCC) as a
potential mechanisms for the integration of forestdiversity conservation
and sustainable use within climate change mitiggpianning;

* Recognized the potential of the UNFCCC five-yeasgoamme of work on
impacts, vulnerability and adaptation to climatarmde to act as a nexus for
collaboration and cooperation on biodiversity atlwhate change; and

« Called for the enhanced integration of climate ggammpacts and response
activities within all of the programmes of worktble Convention.

More specifically, in decision VIII/2, the Conferan of the Parties welcomed
decision 12 of the seventh session of the Conferefcthe Parties to the UNCCD
inviting the executive secretaries to strengthea jibint work programme including
efforts to achieve the relevant 2010 biodiversésgets. Priority activities identified for
the first phase of the joint work programme include

« Assessments/development of assessment tools;

* Facilitation of consultations, coordination andoimhation sharing; Promotion
of regional and international networks;

* Support for policies promoting the inclusion of &ccommunities and
indigenous people in the development of sustainasdeplans;



» Options for joint reporting.

Thus, the synergies among the Rio conventionsfealtomplementarity of their
respective work programmes. The decisions of CQipéh up the possibility for the
Parties of promoting a joint work programme similarthe one already adopted by the
Convention on Biological Diversity and the Unitedattdbns Convention to Combat
Desertification.

Moreover, the recently released report of Worki@goup Il of IPCC on
Adaptation and Vulnerability to Climate Change fanegal by 1000 experts has once again
demonstrated that adaptation to climate changesigategic priority. It offers therefore a
unique opportunity for Parties to consider promgianjoint work programme of the three
Rio Conventions and its submission for adoptionthmir respective Conference of the
Parties or the convening of a special joint meeting

In this context, as a recent practical output gbiat activity, | also want to
mention the informal consultation on the linkagestween the conservation and
sustainable use of forest biodiversity and climeltange, including the framework of
reducing emissions from deforestation, which wascessfully convened with the kind
support of the Government of Canada at the heattysanf the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations on 17 March 2007

Public awareness and education offer another areenhancing the collaboration
of the three Rio conventions. The celebration @9& of the International Year on
Deserts and Desertification as well as the celelmsitof the International Day for
Biodiversity on 22 May, World Environment Day onJ&ne, the International Day on
Desertification on 17 June offered and offer amppgortunities for promoting joint
activities between the Convention on Biological @&sity, the Convention to Combat
Desertification and UNEP. For example, the prepamafor the celebration on 22 May
2007 of the International Biodiversity Day undee ttheme “Biodiversity and Climate
Change” has promoted a number of joint activitiahwhe Secretariat of the Climate
Change Convention. The celebration in 2010 of Ithernational Year on Biological
Diversity will provide another unique opportunitgrfjoint activities between the three
Rio conventions.

However, promoting synergies at the internationalel among the Rio
conventions requires also enhanced coordinatidineanational level among the different
governmental agencies involved and their respectiveal points.  Therefore,
consideration could be given to the establishméatjoint liaison committee of the three
Rio conventions at the national level. Such a cdttesrmay also include the focal points
of other biodiversity related conventions.

Partner ship between the biodiversity-related conventions:

Decision VI11/26 of the Conference of the Partieshte Convention on Biological
Diversity called for the creation of the BiodivaysiLiaison Group, including the



Convention on Biological Diversity, the Conventitr the Conservation of Migratory
Species of Wild Animals (CMS), the Convention otemational Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), the Rar@zarvention on Wetlands and the
World Heritage Convention. Pursuant to a decisidapted at the eight meeting of the
Conference of the Parties, the membership of thenuttee was extended to the
International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resourced=twrd and Agriculture. Since 2004,
the Biodiversity Liaison Group has held five meg#into explore opportunities for
synergistic activities and increased coordinatiang to exchange information. At its
fifth meeting, held in Gland, Switzerland, on 14o&enber 2006 under the chairmanship
of the Ramsar Convention, the Group adopted camcreeasures for enhancing
collaboration and promoting synergies. These nreasmclude: joining forces for the
provision of capacity-building; the possibility @ virtual biodiversity academy; the
creation of a joint calendar; joint representatiormeetings and a commitment from all
conventions to celebrate the each other’s intawnatiday. Thus, for example, the
International Biodiversity Day will be celebrated Montreal on 22 May as a joint
celebration of the Biodiversity Liaison Group witie participation of Mr. Yvo De Boer,
the Executive Secretary of the Climate Change Cutiwe.

Since 1998, joint work plans between the ConventioiBiological Diversity and
the Ramsar Convention have been adopted on a reatas with the objective of
promoting the conservation, sustainable and wise afs biodiversity, especially in
wetlands. The joint work plan for the period 20@1 was commended by the
Conference of the Parties to the CBD (decision })Ifia May 2000 as a useful example
of future cooperation between CBD and other conwast After assessing the third
work programme for the period 2002-2006, the Caarfee of the Parties recognized in
decision VIII/20 that the close cooperation betwdenCBD and the Ramsar Convention
sets a good example in building synergies betweanantions to effectively deliver the
objectives of each respective convention.

The fourth joint work programme, covering the pdr007-2010, has been now
finalized and has been submitted to the Standingr@ittee of the Ramsar Convention at
its meeting in Gland, Switzerland, in February 200% will be submitted for the
consideration of the twelfth meeting of SBSTTA te beld in Paris in July 2007. In
support of the fourth joint work programme, a CBB/sar meeting on scientific
guidance on the links between biodiversity, watestlands and climate change was held
on 23-24 March at the Ramsar Secretariat in Glaitd the financial support of the
Government of Canada.

The joint work programmes with the Ramsar Coneenére a good example and
demonstrate that the Parties may wish to consigengting joint work programmes with
other members of the Biodiversity Liaison groupusiag on areas of common interests,
including in particular, emerging scientific issues

Parties may wish to pilot the establishment ofiatjbiodiversity liaison group at
national level comprising the focal points of thiediversity related conventions. The
recent establishment by the Parties of the Ad Hoorkiig Group on enhancing
cooperation and coordination among the Basel, Riztte and Stockholm Conventions is



a major welcomed development. The results of tigt fneeting of this innovative
mechanism held on 26-28 March 2007 in Helsinki rgaide other relevant processes.
The Parties of the Biodiversity related conventianay wish to launch a similar
initiative.

Partner ship between scientific bodies of the biodiversity-related conventions:

For the first time in the history of the biodiveaysrelated conventions, a joint
meeting of the chairs of the scientific subsidiboglies and the executive secretaries will
take place in Paris on 1 July 2007 in conjunctiathwhe twelfth meeting of SBSTTA.
The meeting aims at promoting scientific collabimaiamong the scientific bodies of the
biodiversity related conventions for achieving @10 biodiversity target and looking
ahead to the scientific underpinnings of a possjbst-Johannesburg target. The
meeting will be held with the participation of t@&air and the Executive Secretary of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

Also for the first time in the history of the twagans, a joint meeting between
IPCC experts and the Bureau of the twelfth meeth@BSTTA was recently held in
Montreal on 19-20 March 2007. The meeting was eard with a generous contribution
from the Government of Canada and offered a unigpportunity to assess the
implications for biological diversity of the repast the IPCC Working Groups | and Il.
It opened new avenues for enhanced cooperatiorebatihe two bodies as well as with
the scientific body of the UNFCCC.

Moreover, the scientific bodies of the CBD and thdFCCC met for the first
time for an evening joint session in Montreal incBmber 2005 during SBSTTA-11,
which happened to coincide with the eleventh megatinthe Conference of the Parties to
UNFCCC. The emerging issues of adaptation to ¢énwnange as well as avoiding
deforestation offered a unique opportunity for Rartto consider convening a joint
session of the scientific body of the two Rio cami@ns.

The need to mobilize the scientific institutionssumpport to the implementation of
the enhanced phase of implementation of the Comremispired the establishment in
Curtiba in March last year of a scientific partrigps Indeed a consortium of eight major
scientific institutions was established includinget Muséum National d’Histoire
Naturelle de France, the Smithsonian National Mosedi Natural History, the Royal
Botanic Gardens Kew, the Royal Belgian Institute NdHtural Sciences, the German
Federal Agency for Nature Conservation, the NatioB@mmission for Wildlife
Conservation and Development of the Kingdom of $&udbia, the Mexican Secretary
of Environment and Natural Resources and the MusauNature of Montreal. The first
meeting of the consortium was held in Kew in Sefiiten2006. A plan of action was
adopted which will be reviewed at the second mgetiinbe held in Paris in November
this year.

Partnership for achieving the 2010 biodiversity target



Promoting greater cooperation through thematistehing and setting a timeline
is essential to achieving the objectives of thev@ation. As rightly pointed out by the
High-level Panel on System-wide Coherence, more 8taUnited Nations agencies and
programmes are involved on environmental issuesandmber of them are actively
engaged in the implementation of the objectivethefCBD, including the achievement
of the Johannesburg biodiversity target. To timd,end for the first time, a Heads of
Agencies Task Force for achieving the 2010 bioditvgtarget was established in March
2006 at the margins of the eighth meeting of thexf@ence of the Parties to the
Convention. Serving as a platform for exchangentdrmation among its members it
promotes complementarity and maximizes collectiVeres for the achievement of 2010
biodiversity target. Nine Heads of Agencies aravnmembers of this innovative
mechanism.

The first meeting of the Task Force was hostedhleyDirector General of IUCN
in Gland on 15 September 2006. The participantseagthat there is a need to develop a
common communication message to be used by the panmers for raising public
awareness and promoting outreach activities. Maean issue-oriented group on the
2010 biodiversity target under the Environmental nigement Group has been
suggested.

Partnership with regional biodiversity-related conventions and processes:

Building synergies and complementarities with oegi biodiversity conventions
and processes is essential for the success ohtiteneed phase of implementation of the
three objectives of the Convention.

In Africa, the Secretariat is working with the Afain Union Commission to
promote the African Convention on the ConservatibNature and Natural Resources, as
amended by the 2003 Maputo Summit of the Africamobras the implementation arm of
the Convention on Biological Diversity in AfricaA decision to that effect has been
submitted for the consideration of the ninth ordynaession of the Assembly of the
African Union Heads of State to be held in Accrauty 2007. Moreover, an agreement
with the Secretariat of the New Partnership foridsis Development (NEPAD) has been
reached in February this year for promoting syrergbetween the biodiversity
component of the NEPAD Environmental Action Plaml éine work programme of the
Convention on Biological Diversity.

A similar working relationship is being establisheith the Secretariat of the
African Ministerial Conference on the EnvironmeAMCEN), which includes also the
promotion of South-South Cooperation. In additiahthe initiative of the President of
AMCEN, the Secretariat facilitated, with the generdinancial contribution from the
Government of the Netherlands, in convening a mgati Montreal in November 2006
between the secretariats of Central Africa For€stisimission (COMIFAC), the Amazon
Cooperation Treaty Organization and the AssociattdnSouth East Asian Nations
(ASEAN). The meeting served promoting South-Sotmloperation among the three



largest hydrological and forest basins in the werdde Congo basin, the Amazon basin
and the Heart of Borneo—and was part of an ini@aimed at preparing a multi year
plan of action on South-South Cooperation for thplementation of the three objectives
of the Convention at the request of the Chairmath@iGroup of 77 and China.

Another project is to twin the African Convention the Conservation of Nature
and Natural Resources, one of the oldest biodiyemgreements in Africa with the
Convention on the Conservation of European Wildéifel Nature Habitats, one of the
oldest biodiversity agreement in Europe. Moreowar, agreement will be signed in
Strasbourg in November this year to promote thenBE€pbnvention as a regional
mechanism for the implementation of the ConventinrBiological Diversity in Europe.

In addition, a meeting with the secretariats of tbgional conventions aimed at
promoting protected areas will be held in Romehat targins of the meeting of the
Convention’s Ad Hoc Working Group on Protected Aredn issues related to marine
and coastal biodiversity, similar working arrangetseare being finalized with the
Barcelona Convention on the Protection of the Mmdiihean Sea as well as other
regional seas programmes.

Indeed, the variety of global and regional muléfal biodiversity-related
agreements can be a tremendous asset to enhartieelsdy agenda provided that
efforts are guided by global coherence, enhancexperation and complementarity.
Such coherence cannot be achieved without enhasamdination at national level and
between the various national agencies and ingtitatinvolved in regional and global
intergovernmental processes.

However, the United Nations is what its Member &awant it to be. The same
is true for international environmental governantee states decide. International
environmental governance triggers negotiations arehuires time-consuming
consultation to build consensus. However, the mage of the environmental
challenges we are facing requires urgent responsgsding the institutional level. We
cannot afford just to wait for perfection before aa. In this regard the strengthening of
the United Nations Environment Programme is esakenti

For all issues related to the protection of theiremvnent, postponing action is no
longer an option. There should be no excusesdiaythg measures aimed at enhancing
the global environmental architecture. Any measammed at providing a more
integrated and coherent structure of the environahexttivities of the United Nations’
system will always meet the full support of the i®eariat of the Convention on
Biological Diversity—the convention on life on Elart

| thank you very much for your kind attention.



