22 May 2007

Secretariat of the
Convention on Biological Diversity

CBD Biodiversity and Climate Change

STATEMENT

by
AHMED DJOGHLAF

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE CONVENTION ON
BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

at the

EXPERT WORKSHOP ON ECOLOGICAL CRITERIA AND
BIOGEOGRAPHIC CLASSIFICATION SYSTEMSFOR
MARINE AREASIN NEED OF PROTECTION

Azores, Portugal
2-4 October 2007

Please check against delivery

,
N\
)

2
v

United Nations 413 Saint-Jacques Street, Suite 800 Tel.: +1 514 288 2220 www.biodiv.org
e Environment Programme Montreal, QC H2Y 1N9, Canada Fax: +1 514 288 6588 secretariat@biodiv.org

C £
zLC
eskA
o R



Distinguished Experts,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to this ingat Expert Workshop on Ecological
Criteria and Biogeographic Classification Systemis Marine Areas in Need of Protection. |
would like to first extend my sincere appreciattonthe Government of Portugal for generously
hosting the Workshop on this beautiful island.

Vast expanses of the world’'s oceans, about 64%eofdtal area, lie beyond the limits of
national jurisdiction. They include some of thadeexplored and rarely studied areas on Earth,
as well as some of the most intensively exploited laeavily degraded environments.

With the technological advances of the past fewades, such as advanced acoustics,
remotely operated vehicles, human occupied subbiessi and other advanced underwater
technologies, much has been added to our knowleddeep-sea habitats, and people have begun
to realize the value and contribution of this lasgel remote habitat to life on Earth.

For example, deep-seabed habitats, long perceivied & biological desert, host a wealth
of species. Hydrothermal vents were the first gst@sn on Earth found to be independent from
the sun as an original source of energy, relyingtemd on chemosynthesis. Deep-sea
hydrothermal vent organisms tolerate great extramester temperature and survive potentially
toxic concentrations of heavy metals. They areefloge of particular interest because of their
adaptation to a high pressure/high temperature@mwient.

Seamounts and the water column above them serviengartant habitats, feeding
grounds, and reproduction sites for many open-oegahdeep-sea species of fish, sharks, sea
turtles, marine mammals, seabirds, and benthicnisges of great variety. As such, seamounts
may form biological hotspots with a distinct, abantland diverse fauna, and sometimes contain
many species new to science. Cold-water coras n@efy be many thousands to millions of years
old. Because of their age and slow growth ratesfsrcontain high-resolution records of long-
term climate change and may also be important apeci centres in the deep sea. Recent
research in paleo-climatology has discovered th@reous potential of climate records in the
skeletons of cold-water corals, since they are danrall oceans and at all depths, from sea level
to at least 4 km under water.

As noted by the Conference of Parties to the Camnweron Biological Diversity at its
eighth meeting, deep seabed ecosystems beyondhtite &f national jurisdiction are under an
increasing threat from various human activities.he Tmost pressing threats come from
overfishing, destructive fishing practices, andeghl, unreported and unregulated fishing
activities. In addition, the discovery of the emous potential value of genetic resources
associated with deep-seabed habitats to variousrseparticularly the health and food sectors,
has intensified deep-seabed research and bioptogpeaibeit restricted to those actors who own
the requisite technological capacity and the fimglnmesources to access these remote areas.

Other emerging problems affecting deep-seabed dtabiinclude marine debris,
ship-based marine pollution, transfer of alien Biva species, illegal dumping and the legacy of
historical dumping, seabed minerals developmert,raise pollution. The combined impacts of
the above-mentioned threats have placed thousandpegies at risk of extinction, and have
impaired the structure, function, productivity amedilience of marine ecosystems.



At the present time, the world’'s oceans are seljoumder-protected, with only
approximately 0.6% of the oceans and 6% of terat@eas being within protected-area systems.
In response to rising concerns on the health op dea ecosystems, the 2002 World Summit on
Sustainable Development called for countries, snRtan of Implementation, to develop and
facilitate the use of diverse approaches and toolsluding the ecosystem approach, the
elimination of destructive fishing practices, tletadlishment of marine protected areas consistent
with international law and based on scientific mfiation, including representative networks by
2012.

The Conference of the Parties to the ConventioBiotogical Diversity also adopted the
following targets as part of a larger frameworktafgets for the year 2010 relating to specific
biomes: (i) at least 10% of each of the world’sim@and coastal ecological regions effectively
conserved; and (ii) particularly vulnerable marar&l coastal habitats and ecosystems, such as
tropical and cold-water coral reefs, seamounts,réthgrmal vents, mangroves, seagrasses,
spawning grounds and other vulnerable areas imm&@bitats effectively protected. Additional
targets were also defined as part of the progranfrmerk on protected areas.

Each of these global targets recognized the nepdbtect areas representative of the full
range of biodiversity found in the world’s oceanghey also identified networks of marine
protected areas as the primary tool to achieve pghig¢ection, but acknowledged that marine
protected areas alone are not enough, and tha\afithese targets will also require sustainable
management actions over the wider marine and doast@ronment in an ecosystem approach
context.

To move forward this challenging task of meeting tiobal targets, there is a need to
identify marine areas needing protection in terrh®iological and ecological value as well as
level of threat and vulnerability. In this regatlle Conference of Parties at its eighth meeting
decided to convene a scientific expert workshopgiee on ecological criteria and biogeographic
classification systems for marine areas in needprotection, and requested the Executive
Secretary to provide the results of the workshapcimnsideration at a meeting of Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advprior to its ninth meeting.

With this background, the Secretariat of the Cotieanon Biological Diversity has
organized this workshop in close collaboration wighevant groups of experts, who have been
leading extensive scientific deliberation in vagoather forums, on the agenda items under
consideration in this workshop. | would like tdeathis opportunity to express my thanks to all
the experts who have provided the Secretariat wébessary technical advice, guidance and
information documents, in designing the detailedtent of the workshop.

Finally, I sincerely wish that you have a fruitfdiscussion in the next three days and
conclude the workshop with a great success.

I thank you for your attention.



