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Distinguished delegates,
Ladies and gentlemen,

At the outset, the Secretariat of the ConventiorBmiogical Diversity congratulates the World
Wide Fund for Nature, the Latin —American NetwoflPootected Areas (REDPARQUES) and the IUCN
for taking this initiative to convene a Technicabkiishop on Protected Areas in the Amazon, to premot
a regional dialogue on the implementation of theDOBrogramme of Work on Protected Areas and to
identify conservation priorities at the sub-regideaels.

The vital importance of the Amazon rain forestsvisl known. As the largest tract of tropical
rainforests in the world, the Amazon basin hasamalteled biodiversity harboring one in ten known
species in the world and one in five of all birdshe world. Amazon rain forests support highegeity
of plant species on earth with one square kilomaté&mazon rain forest can contain over 75,000 syple
tress and 150,000 species of higher plants. Amamoevergreen forests account for about 10% of the
world’s terrestrial primary productivity and 10% tbie carbon stores in ecosystems of the orderlok 1.
10" metric tons of carbon. According to some estimgtese precious ecosystems have accumulated 0.37
to 0.62 tons of carbon per hectare per year betw8&b and 1996. It is also home to a diverse avfay
indigenous communities, and the rich natural ressibase provides a source of livelihoods for many
both within and outside the region. In the worddashous EcologisDan Nepstadt “The Amazon is a
canary in a coal mine for the Earth”.

However, as everywhere, this treasure trove of mlanet, did not escape from the vauntum
destruction to cater the gigantic appetite of utesnable development. Between 1991 and 2000, taé to
area of forests lost in Amazon rose from 415,00086,000 km, an area more than six times the dize o
Portugal. More than 20 percent of the Amazonian farests are already gone fallen victim to illegal
logging, and much more is severely threatened asd#struction continues. The loss of tropical rain
forests has a profound and devastating impact@mthrld because rainforests are so biologicalledie,
more so than any other ecosystems of the worlden8sts estimate that we are losing more than 137
species of plants and animals every single dayusecaf rain forest deforestation. To quote frEm®
Wilson” destroying rainforests for economic gain is likburning a Renaissance painting to cook a
meal”. lllegal logging the most serious cause of defatest has assumed alarming dimensions and
warrants an effective international cooperationdmbat it.

In the face of increasing human pressure on theepk resources, an effective protected area
system is the best hope for conserving ecosysthatstats and species. In this background protected
areas and the effective implementation of the @agne of work on protected areas of the Convention o
Biological Diversity (CBD) need no further reiteat. The Programme of Work on Protected Areas
(POWPA) provides a blueprint of how to establisbtpcted areas, how to manage them, how to govern
them and what tools can be used to achieve the@thwork. It charts the way forward in detail avith
clear targets. The end result will be protecteglaarthat fulfill their key role of conservirg situ
biodiversity of the world and help achieving thel@OBiodiversity Target. It is a framework for
cooperation between Governments, donors, NGOs acal people — without such collaboration no
projects will be sustainable over the long-term.

The programme of work is now four years old and earhits ambitious deadlines have passed.
There are many signs of progress. At its eighthtimgen 2006, the Conference of the Parties (C@P) t
the CBD, against the backdrop of the decree byPifesident of Brazil that 6.4 million hectares oé th
Amazon rainforest were to be protected, recognited developing countries were facing capacity-
building constraints and a lack of implementatiand requested the Secretariat to organize regional
workshops to review the implementation of the papgme of work and to build capacity. | am very
pleased to report that in partnership with an imi@r consortium of partners we call the “POWPA
Friends” the Secretariat has organized a seriesngf sub-regional workshops attended by nearly 600
planners, practitioners and policy makers from s@®@ countries. WWF is one of the active members of
the POWPA Friends and | pay tribute to WWF foritgstanding role.



The programme of work is clearly catalyzing poltievill and commitment. Since the adoption of
the programme of work, some 2,300 new terrestriatgeted areas and 50 new marine protected areas,
covering approximately 60 million hectares, haverbestablished. The programme of work also trighjere
countries declaring ambitious protection goalsMay this year, at the ninth meting of the COP te th
CBD in Bonn, the Brazilian Environment Minister, ri@s Minc announced the creation of four new
protected areas, three of them in the Brazilian Zona totaling 2.3 million hectares. In Bonn,
Environment Ministers from 65 countries signed apport to WWF's call for zero net deforestation by
2020. | sincerely applaud WWF for taking thisititve.

During the Bonn COP meeting, the Government of Gagmlaunched the Life Web initiative,
which acts as a clearing-house to link donors awipients in the designation and improvement of
protected areas globally. The main aim of the Mfeb initiative is to match voluntary commitments b
States to designate new protected areas, and/aowphighly underfunded existing sites, with the
respective commitment of donors for dedicated {o@ihcing for these areas.

In the Bonn meeting 5,000 participants adoptechdrfeark decision to enhance implementation of
the CBD PoWPA. In this decision the COP requestedarties to designate a national focal pointHer
POWPA to coordinate its effective implementatioheTCOP encouraged Parties, relevant international
organizations and NGOs to enhance activities asdurees towards organizing and forming regional
technical support networks to assist countriegriplémenting the POWPA inter alia through convening
regional and sub-regional capacity building workshomaking available tools, sharing of information,
establishment of sub-regional forums for undertgkinoperation in the establishment of transboundary
protected areas, regional networks of protectedsassd implementation of regional capacity building
plans.

In this background organization of this technicalrkshop assumes significance and is essential to
scale up the capacity of national parks technitadf $or effective implementation of the programmie
work. Bringing together Government actors, NGOsliganous and local communities and building a
bridge between all stakeholders and national ieteres of a crucial importance. The Secretaridty ful
supports organization of such workshops for acagderimplementation of PowPA. We are confident that
the workshop will yield fruitful results to promote regional dialogue and plan for safeguarding the
Amazon.

The need for conserving Amazon can not be expressé#dhan in the words a€hico Mendes, the
Brazilian rubber tapper and environmental activigtt first, |1 thought fighting to save rubber tress.
Then, | thought | was fighting to save the Amazomin forests. Now, | realize | am fighting for
humanity”.

Today when the world is reeling under threat ofmate change, conserving the large intact
tropical rainforests assume paramount importanbe. REDD (Reduced Emissions from Deforestation
and Forest Degradation) initiatives have the pdaerb shift the balance away from the economic
incentives currently driving the deforestation émdnake the conservation and sustainable use e$ttoa
more viable alternative. These actions also redliogate change impacts and can have significant co-
benefits by maintaining multiple economic goods andlogical services. In this regard, | welcome th
references contained in th& 9uly declaration of G8 leaders summit to the CB&nB COP 9 meeting,
commitment to increasing the efforts to achieve2b#0 target and biodiversity benefits of REDD.

| wish you success in your meeting and encouragely disseminate your proceedings widely to
all stakeholders so that we can all continue tokwimwards effective protected area systems for
safeguarding our future and the future of our chitd

| thank you for your attention.



