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Workshop on the implementation of the Global Strategy for Plant 

Conservation. Exploring options and sharing experiences.



2

COP 6, Decision VI/9 adopted the 
GSPC

Goal : 

ñhalt the current 
and continuing 
loss of plant 
diversity ò
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Scope of the Global Strategy for 
Plant Conservation

Ä Understanding and 
documenting plant 
diversity

Ä Conserving plant 
diversity

Ä Using plant diversity 
sustainably

Ä Promoting education & 
awareness about plant 
diversity

Ä Capacity building for 
plant diversity
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Scope of the Global Strategy for 
Plant Conservation

Ä 16 outcome -orientated 
targets to be achieved by 
2010

Ä Linked to the key over -
arching Global Biodiversity 
Conservation target for 2010, 
adopted by CBD and 
governments, to achieve ña 
significant reduction in 
the rate of loss of 

biodiversity by 2010 ò.
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Ä Understanding and 
documenting plant 
diversity
(baseline targets 

1-3)
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Conserving plant diversity 
( in situ targets 4 -7,10)
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Ä Conserving plant 
diversity 
(ex situ targets 
8-9)
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ÄUsing plant 
diversity 
sustainably 
(11 -13) 
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Promoting education and awareness about 

plant diversity -14:

Ä (xiv) The importance 
of plant diversity and 
the need for its 
conservation 
incorporated into 
communication, 
educational and 
public -awareness 
programmes; 
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Building capacity for the conservation of 

plant diversity 15 &16:

Ä (xv) The number of trained people working with 
appropriate facilities in plant conservation increased, 
according to national needs, to achieve the targets of 
this Strategy; 

Ä (xvi) Networks for plant conservation activities 
established or strengthened at national, regional and 
international levels. 
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The GSPC articulates elements of the key 
programmes and cross cutting issues

Ä Forests, Drylands, Mountain, Island, 
Agricultural Biodiversity and Protected 
Areas

Ä Access to Genetic resources and Benefit 
Sharing 

Ä Traditional Knowledge, Innovations and 
Practices (Article 8j)

Ä Indicators, education and sustainable 
tourism

Ä Taxonomy (GTI)

Ä Alien invasive species (GISP)
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Role: Provides a framework to :

Ä facilitate harmony 
between existing 
initiatives aimed at 
plant conservation

Ä identify gaps where 
new initiatives are 
required

Ä promote mobilization of 
the necessary resources

Ä be a tool to enhance 
the ecosystem 
approach to the 
conservation and 
sustainable use of 
biodiversity
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COP 6

Emphasized that targets 
should be viewed as

a flexible framework
within which 

national and/or regional 
targets may be 
developed,

according to national 
priorities and 
capacities , 

and taking into account 
differences in plant 
diversity between 

countries;
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Ä Stressed the potential role of 
the strategy in contributing to 
poverty alleviation and 
sustainable development; 

Ä Emphasized the need for 
capacity - building, particularly 
in developing countries, small 
island developing States, and 
countries with economies in 
transition, in order to enable 
them to implement the strategy; 
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Invited Parties, other 
Governments, the financial 
mechanism, and funding 
organizations to provide 
adequate and timely support 
to the implementation of the 
strategy, é

especially by developing country 
Parties, in particular the least 
developed countries and small 
island developing States among 
them, and Parties with 
economies in transition
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COP 7

Encouraged Parties to nominate focal points or designate from 
among existing focal points to: 

(a) Promote and facilitate implementation and monitoring
at national level, including the identification of national 
targets and their integration in national biodiversity strategies 
and other plans, programmes and activities. 

(b) Promote the participation of national stakeholders in the 
implementation and monitoring of the Strategy at national level; 

(c) Facilitate communication between national stakeholders and 
the Secretariat and Global Partnership for Plant 
Conservation ;
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Ä PROGRESS IN IMPLEMENTATION
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Ä Africa Ethiopia , Ghana, Liberia, Madagascar, Morocco, Niger, 
Senegal, South Africa, Togo, Tunisia, Zimbabwe, 

Ä Asia: India, Japan, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand
Ä Australia, New Zealand
Ä Europe: Austria, Belgium, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Denmark, 

Estonia, EU, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Macedonia, Netherlands, Russian Federation, Spain, 
UK

Ä Islands : Bahamas, Comoros, Cuba, Singapore, Tonga, 
Trinidad, 

Ä Middle East : Oman, Saudi Arabia
Ä Americas : Argentina, Canada, Colombia, Belize, Mexico, 

Venezuela 

Nominations of focal points
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Ä Pre GSPC ïColombia

Ä Published ( UK, 
Philippines, Seychelles)

Ä Draft ( Honduras, Ireland )

Ä In Process ( China , 
Germany, 
Nepal, Malaysia )

Ä National response ( 
South Africa )

Ä NGO led process ( New 
Zealand)

Progress in development of national strategies
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Implementati
on
of the GSPC:

Â National 
level 
responses

Â Regional 
strategies 
and other 
sectoral 
initiatives

Colombia New Zealand

EuropeBotanic Gardens

Ireland

U.K. Seychelles
Important Plant

Areas

South Africa

http://www.nbi.ac.za/biodivseries/1strategyplantcons.htm
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Ä Europe (published 
and 1st phase 
review completed)

Ä Arabian Peninsula
(under 
development)

Ä Latin America (1 st

& 2 nd Workshop in 
2003 & 2006)

Ä Caribbean 
Region (national 
responses, meeting 
April 2006)

Regional Strategies
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European Plant Conservation Strategy ïAn 
example for review outcomes

Ä Mid Term Review -250 
plant experts involved -
4th European conference 
in Valencia, Spain 
(September 2004).

Ä Identified constraints in 
the implementation of 
EPCŚ s nine targets

Ä Developed more realistic 
milestones were given to 
these nine 

Ä Amended four targets 
Ä Added two new targets

four target
Final Review in September 

2007.
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Other initiatives

Global

Ä International Agenda for Botanic Gardens in 
Conservation (published)

Regional

Ä African Botanic Gardens Strategy (published)

Ä Botanic Garden Strategy for Latin America
(includes 2010 targets) 

Ä Botanical Gardens Strategy for the Americas

National:

Various: e.g. Chinese Network of Botanic Gardens 
(CAS)
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Communication and public awareness of 

the GSPC

Leaflets and brochures to enhance public awareness:

Ä GISP ïTarget 10; Plantlife International - Target 5; Botanic Gardens 
Conservation International - target 8 and 14.

Translations

Ä Arabic, Chinese, French, German, Italian, Japanese, Portuguese, 
Russian, and Spanish, by volunteers.  

Bookmarks

Ä BGCI produced bookmarks summarizing the sixteen targets of the 
strategy in the six United Nations languages for COP 8

Dissemination:

Ä The GSPC brochures distributed at the CITES Conference of Parties, 
the Second World Conservation Congress (IUCN) and the International 
Botanical Congress.
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