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In the Preamble of the Convention, 
it is recognized that there is:

Åa general lack of information 
and knowledge regarding 
biological diversity

Åan urgent need to develop 
scientific, technical and 
institutional capacities to 
provide the basic 
understanding upon which to 
plan and implement 
appropriate measures 
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http://www.unccd.int/main.php


SBSTTA mandate  (CBD article 25)

1. Multidisciplinary
Provide timely advice relating to the 
implementation of CBD; 
report to COP



SBSTTA mandate  (CBD article 25)

2. Following COP guidelines and upon its request:
a) Scientific and technical assessments of status of 

biodiversity

b) Scientific and technical assessments of the effects of 
types of measures taken 

c) Innovative, efficient and state - of - the - art 
technologies and know - how relating to the 
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and 
promotion of development and/or transfer of such 
technologies

d) Advice on scientific programmes and international 
cooperation in research and development 

e) Response to scientific, technical, technological and 
methodological questions from COP and its 
subsidiary bodies



SBSTTA mandate

Other relevant Articles include:

ÅArticle 7: Identification and monitoring

ÅArticle 8: In -situ conservation

ÅArticle 9: Ex-situ conservation 

ÅArticle 10: Sustainable use of 
biodiversity components

ÅArticle 12: Research and information

ÅArticle 18: Technical and scientific 
cooperation 

ÅArticle 19: Handling of biotechnology 
and distribution of its benefits
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SBSTTA meetings

ÅSBSTTA 1: UNESCO, Paris, 4 - 8 September 1995 
ÅSBSTTA 2: Montreal, 2 - 6 September 1996 
ÅSBSTTA 3: Montreal, 1 - 5 September 1997 
ÅSBSTTA 4: Montreal, 21 - 25 June 1999 
ÅSBSTTA 5: Montreal, 31 January - 4 February 2000 
ÅSBSTTA 6: Montreal, 12 - 16 March 2001 
ÅSBSTTA 7: Montreal, 12 - 16 November 2001 
ÅSBSTTA 8: Montreal, 10 - 14 March 2003 
ÅSBSTTA 9: Montreal, 10 - 14 November 2003 
ÅSBSTTA 10: Bangkok, 7 - 11 February 2005 
ÅSBSTTA 11: Montreal, 28 November - 2 December 2005 
ÅSBSTTA 12: UNESCO, Paris, 1 -6 July 2007
ÅSBSTTA 13: FAO, Rome, 18 - 22  February  2008



Achievements of SBSTTA

1. Advice on implementation 
of the Convention. 

2. Scientific and technical 
assessment of status and 
trends of biodiversity

3. Scientific and technical 
assessment of effects of 
measures taken

ÅProgrammes of work

ÅTools: guidelines; 
approach/principles; 
measurable targets



Thematic programmes of work and work on 
cross - cutting issues
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Structure of the programmes of work

Conservation and 

sustainable use 

measures

Institutional, political 

environment; 
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Approaches

Global Strategy for Plant Conservation

Initiatives

Strategies

Guidelines

Objectives

Global Taxonomy Initiative

Environmental impact assessment

Sustainable use principles and 

guidelines

Guidelines for tourism development

2010 targets

Ecosystem approach

Tools

Guidelines for invasive alien species



Achievements of SBSTTA

1. Advice on 
implementation of the 
Convention.

2. Scientific and 
technical assessment 
of status and trends 
of biodiversity

3. Scientific and 
technical assessment 
of effects of measures 
taken

ÅProgrammes of work

ÅTools: guidelines; 
approach/principles; 
measurable targets

ÅInterlinkages between 
climate change and 
biodiversity

ÅMillennium Ecosystem 
Assessment

ÅOther global and 
regional asessments

ÅNational reports

ÅExpert Groups


