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Pl ease provide sunmary information on the process by which this report
has been prepared, including information on the types of stakehol ders who
have been actively involved in its preparation and on material which was

used as a basis for the report

I NTRODUCTI ON AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

As a party to the Convention, Colonbia presented its first report to the
Convention Secretariat in April, 1998, when it gave an account of the
i nstitutional and | egal advances towards the inplenentation of t he
Conventi on.

The Mnistry of Environnent, Housing and Territorial Devel opnment  was
designated by the Mnistry of Foreign Relations to be responsible for the
present Second National Report on Biological Diversity, through the office

of the Vice-Mnister of Environnent, which placed its elaboration in the
hands of its International Affairs Group. Ana Maria Hernandez Salgar,
advisor on the subject of Biodiversity, was in charge of its general
coordi nati on, with the support of Mnica Eslava D lIsidoro for technical

coordi nation and Susana Diaz Buelvas for its editing.

The followi ng nenmbers of the Al exander von Humboldt Institute of Research in
Bi ol ogi cal Resources provided technical support throughout the whole process:
Maria ElIfi Chaves, Sub-director of the Institute; Mria Caudia Fandifio,
Coordi nator of intersectorial policies ; Diego Ochoa, Head of the Ofice of

Comruni cation and his team for audio-visual nedia, as well as Katharina
Kri ger, Coordinator of the Cl earing-house Mechanism Pilar Galindo, Systens
Engi neer for the Cl eari ng- house Mechani snt Juan Carlos Bello, Coordinator

of the Informati on System on Biodiversity and Andrés Randn, Engi neer for the
I nformati on System on Bi odi versity.

Support was al so provided by Captain Francisco Arias, director of the Benito
Vives D Andreis Instituto — INVEMAR -, and Luz Marina Mantilla, director of
the Amazon Institute of Scientific Investigations— SINCH . Through their
advi sors both institutes took part in the workshops held in the Atlantic and
Amazon regions, respectively. Bismarck Chaverra, director of the “ John Von
Neumann” Institute of Environmental |nvestigations of the Pacific — IIAP -
was present in the national workshop.

The participation of the follow ng Regional Autonomous Corporations and for
sust ai nabl e devel opment (CAR' s) enabled specific information to be obtained
about the inplenentation of the Convention in the different regions of the
country: The CAR Cundi namarca, CAR para el Desarrollo Sostenible de |a Meseta
de Bucaranmanga, Corantioquia, Cornare, Corpoanmzonia, Corpourabda, Cortoling,
CAR del Cauca, Corporacioén del Sur de Bolivar, CAR del Valle del Cauca,
Coporcal das, Corponpjana, Carsucre, Coralina, Corpocesar, Corporacion del
Vall e del Sind y del San Jorge and Corpoguajira.

As well as the above-nentioned Autononobus Corporations, the follow ng
institutions responded to the questionnaire and/or participated in the
regi onal wor kshops:

As well as the above-nentioned Autononobus Corporations, the follow ng
institutions responded to the questionnaire and/or participated in the
regi onal wor kshops:

I nterconexi 6n El éctrica S. A -1SA, Neotrépicos, Oius Biotecnologia, Fedepal m
(Federation of pal m gr owers), Tr openbos, Ave Féni x, Conservation




I nternational, Fundaci6n Natura, Wrld Wldlife Fund - WAAW, Fundaci 6n Omacha,
Fundaci é6n Yubarta, Proyecto BOA, Fundaci 6n Bi ozoo, Asociaci 6n para El Estudio
y la Conservacion de las Aves Acuéaticas En Colonbia (Association for the
Conservation of Aquatic Birds in Colonbia-Calidris), La Red de reservas de la
Sociedad Civil (the Network of reserves of the Civil Society), Direccion
Naci onal Maritima (Nati onal Maritime Di rectorate- DI MAR) , Uni dad
Adm ni strativa Especial del Sistema de Parques Nacionales Natural es (Special

Admi nistrative Unit of the System of National Natural Parks), Direccién de
Ecosistemas y Oficina de Educaci é6n y participaci 6n Ciudadana, del Mnisterio
de Anbiente, Vivienda y Desarrollo Territorial (Directorate of Ecosystens and
O fice of Education and Civic Participation of the Mnistry of Environment,
Housi ng and Territorial Devel opnment), Mnisterio de

Agricultura y Desarrollo Rural (Mnistry of Agriculture and Rural
Devel opnent), Mnisterio de Relaciones Exteriores (Mnistry of Foreign
Rel ations), Mnisterio de Conercio Exterior (Mnistry of Foreign Commerce),

Mnisterio del Interior (Mnistry of the Interior), Instituto de Estudios
Amazéni cos (Institute of Amazoni an St udi es- SINCHI ), Instituto de
I nvestigaci 6n en Recursos Biol 6gi cos Al exander von Hunboldt (Al exander von
Hunmbol dt Institute of Research into Biological Resources), |Instituto de
I nvesti gaci ones Anbientales del Pacifico “ John Von Neumann” - (John Von
Neumann Institute of Environmental |nvestigations of the Pacific - I'1AP)
Instituto Benito Vives D Andreis - |INVEMAR, Red de Desarrollo Sostenible

(Network for Sustainable Devel opment), Colciencias, Corporacio6n Nacional de
I nvestigaci 6n y Fonento Forestal (National Corporation for Forestry Research
and Pronmption— CONIF) ,Centro de Control de l|la Contaninacion del Pacifico
(Center for Control of Contamination of the Pacific - CCCP), Centro de
I nvesti gaci ones Cceanograficas e Hidrograficas (Center for Oceanographic and
Hydrographic Investigations— CIOH ), Centro Forestal Tropical Bajo Calina
(Tropical Forestry Center for the Lower Calinma), Establecinento Publico
Anbi ental de Cartagena (Public Environmental Establishment of Cartagena-
EPA) , Corporaci 6n  Col onbi ana de Investigacion Agropecuaria (Col onbian

Corporation for Research into Agriculture and Stock-raising - CORPO CA),
Departanmento Adm nistrativo del Medio Anmbiente — (Adm nistrative Environnment
Depart nent —-DAMA) , Instituto de Hidrologia Meteorologia vy Est udi os

Ambi entales (lInstitute of Hydrol ogy, Meteorology and Environmental Studies —
| DEAM, Departanento Nacional de Planeaci é6n (National Planning Departnent -
DNP), Instituto Col onbi ano Agropecuario (Colonbian Institute of Agriculture

and Stock-raising— |I1CA), Centro de Investigaciones de la Cafa de Azucar
(Sugar Cane Research Center— CEN CANA), Centro de Investigaci ones del Banano
— (Banana Research Center- CENI BANANO) , Instituto Vallecaucano de

I nvestigaciones Cientificas (Scientific Research Center of the Valley of
Cauca— INCIVA), INPA, Jardin Botéanico de Bogota José Celestino Mutis (José

Celestino Mitis Botanical Garden of Bogotd) , Jardin Botanico de Popayan
(Popayan Botanical Garden), Herbario de Medellin (Medellin Herbarium ,
Uni ver si dad del LI ano, Uni versidad de Cal das, Uni ver si dad del Tol i ma,
Pontificia Universidad Javeri ana, Uni ver si dad Ext ernado de Col onbi a,

Uni versidad de Antioquia, Uni ver si dad del Magadal ena, Uni ver si dad del
Atl antico and Universidad del Choco.

(See appendix 1 list of participants in the project and appedix 4 on
abbrevi ati ons)

Being able to count on the presence and active participation of indigenous
and |ocal organizations was very enriching. Anmong these were the Col onbi an
Nati onal |ndigenous Organization — ONIC, The Organization of the |ndigenous
Peopl es of the Colonbian Amazon—OPIAC and the “ClMARRON' Afro- Col orbi an
Or gani zati on.




In the same manner, the contributions by investigators inscribed in the
Col onbi an Cl eari ng-house Mechanism -CHM - helped to conplenent the
information in specific areas.

The d obal Environment Facility —-GEF - provided the financial help for the
execution of the Project, whose subm ssion counted upon the val uable support
of the office of the United Nations Environment Program — UNEP, Nairobi; the
Bogot4 office of the United Nations Devel opment Program —UNDP — acted as the
i mpl enenti ng agency for Col onbi a.

Process of preparation
Convocation and wor kshops

On the recomendati on of the Convention Secretariat, which requested that a
wide participation by parties interested in the subject be taken into
account, and in view of the heterogeneity and negadiversity of Colonbia,
the project held a national convocation, enploying the information found in
the data base of the Col onbi an Cl eari ng-house Mechani sm — CHM In line with

this, a series of five regional workshops for gathering information were
realized (in the Andean, Caribbean, Pacific, Orinoco and Amazon regions), as
well a national workshop, in which the participants contributed their

experiences in bio-diversity and gained a nore profound know edge of the
subj ect .

Gat hering Information

The questionnaires that were filled out were assenbled and the infornmation
contained in them was anal yzed both quantitatively and qualitatively. For the
gquantitative analysis, the answers of all the participating entities were
tabul at ed, which provided a bal anced average for each question. In that way
it became possible to establish trends for each of the possible answers set

down in the questionnaire.l1 The qualitative information derived from
comments, clarifications and exanples is presented in the current document.

The information which is presented here corresponds to the material provided
by the participating entities both in the questionnaires and in the regiona
wor kshops therefore it expresses the vision and opinion of each institution
and the only changes have to do with the form of presentation.

A Prelimnary Docurment, with all of the gathered information, was placed on
the web-site of the Col onmbian Cl earing-house Mechani sm and the additions and
corrections nmade to it in the National Wrkshop are incorporated into the
present Report.

The institutions with a national coverage or with branches responsible for
different thematic areas, in turn, distributed the questionnaire anong their
subordinate bodies in order to present a final conpilation representing
their institutional vision as a whole.

Information was sought in the data bases and docunentation centers of the
participating entities and their reports on their projects and activities
during the past two years.2

1 See appendix 2 trends. In some cases the trend was change on the
recommendati on of those attending the national workshop who had rel evant
i nformati on for suggesting such changes.

2 See appendi x 3 sources




Pl ease provide information on any particular circunstances in your
country that are relevant to understanding the answers to the questions
in this report

Megadi versity:

Colonbia heads the list of “negadiverse countries” or “biotic powers”.
Occupying 0.7% of the world' s continental surface, it has 10% of the
pl anet " s bi odidversity, a feature which nakes it one of the countries with
the highest diversity of species per unit of area on a world |evel. It
possesses a rich ecological, climtic, biological and ecosysten c diversity.
It harbors 35,000 species of vascular plants, 2,890 species of vertebrates,
1, 752 species of birds and 475 species of reptiles.

The compl ex environmental wealth of Colonbia is due, anobng other reasons, to
its privileged geographical position in the northeast corner of South

Ameri ca, on the world's intertropical belt. Here, in that part of the
American continent which joins South, Central and North America, is found a
mllenary biological corridor, a prehistoric scenario for the transit,
refuge and appearance of numerous live species during the course of the

pl anet"s evol utionary history.

The country has also been recognized as one of the world s richest in water
resources and sources. Its rich supplies of water nmake it a great hydric
source that feeds the major tributaries of the gigantic river basins of South
America: the Amazon, Orinoco, Mgdal ena and Cauca.

Just as the hydric reserves of the country and its privileged genetic bank
represent strategic resources for the ecological equilibrium of the planet,
so too do its tropical forests. By produci ng oxygen and acting as sinks for
contami nating CO2 gases, they play a significant role in nmintaining the
climatic stability of the planet.

Soci al probl ens:

Despite this enornmus wealth, Col ombi a suffers from many social problens,
whi ch cause diverse ecosystens to be subjected to a strong anthropic pressure
(over-exploitation of resources, a growi ng expansion of the agricultural

frontier) and brings a consequent reduction and | oss of biodiversity.




The internal conflict:

The internal conflict that is currently affecting our country requires the
state to make large investnments in the nmaintenance of public security, thus
reducing its economc

support for the care of our natural resources, scientific research and the
trai ning of professionals.

Anot her of the relevant aspects of the problem of internal conflict is that
it is difficult for investigators to carry out field studies in areas of
conflict: it is also difficult for the public in general to enter them This
reduces the possibilities for conserving and exploiting many bio-diversity
goods and services under in situ conditions.

The structure of environmental institutions in Col ombia
The National Environnental System — S| NA:

The Mnistry of Envi ronnent, Housing and Territorial Devel opnent is
responsible for regulating the organization and functioning of the National

Envi ronnmental System which is made up of state entities responsible for
envi ronnent al policies and actions, comunity and non-gover nnent
organi zations working on environnmental problens and the public, private or
joint entities that produce information, carry out scientific studies or
undert ake technol ogi cal devel opment in the environmental field.

The Autononpus Regi onal Corporations - CAR s

The CAR's are corporate bodies of a public character, nade up of the
muni ci palities, departments and other territorial entities that form a bio-
geographical, hydrographic or geopolitical wunit. They are furnished wth
adm nistrative and financial autonony, have their own sources of financing
and an independent |egal status. As the maxinmum environmental authority in
their respective jurisdictions, they nust execute the national environnental
policy laid down by the Mnistry of Environnent, adm nister renewable and
non-renewabl e natural resources and the environnent and pronote the
sust ai nabl e devel opnent of their regions.

Anmong their nost inportant tasks an outstanding one is to advise departnents
and nunicipalities on the definition of their plans of environnental
devel opment and other areas they are responsible for “so as to ensure harnony
and coherence in the policies and actions adopted by the different
territorial entities,” inline with Article 5 of Law 99 of 1993.

They have the mssion of administering and protecting natural resources in
the departnments, which neans that they are committed to the sustainable
managenent of such resources and the support of investigations. In many of
them t he conponent of bio-diversity has been recognized to be a stronghold of
the region and know edge of such resources has been strengthened through
characterizations of wild flora and fauna.




Scientific Research Institutes:

In accordance with Law 99 of 1993, which establishes the Mnistry of
Envi ronment and the National Environnmental System five scientific research
institutes were created, which lend scientific and technical research to the
M ni stry of Environment, Housing and Territorial Devel opnent:

Instituto de Hidrol ogia, Meteorologia y Estudi os Anbientales — Institute
of Hydrol ogy, Meteorol ogy and Environnmental Studies - | DEAM

Instituto de Investigaciones Marinas y Costeras “José Benito Vives De
Andrei s” — “José Benito Vives De Andreis” Institute of Marine and Coasta

I nvestigati ons | NVEMAR

Instituto de Investigaci 6n en Recursos Biol 6gi cos “Al exander von Hunbol dt”
- “Al exander von Hunboldt” Institute of Research into Biologica

Resour ces

Instituto Amazoni co de I nvestigaciones Cientificas — Anmazonian Institute
of Scientific Investigations —SI NCH

Instituto de Investigaci ones Anbi ental es del Pacifico “John von Neumann”
“John von Neumann” Institute of Environmental Investigations of the
Paci fic




The COP has established programmes of work that respond to a nunber of
Articles. Please identify the relative priority accorded to each thene
and the adequacy of resources. This will allow subsequent information on
i mpl enentati on of each Article to be put into context. There are other
questions on inplementation of the progranmes of work at the end of these
gui del i nes.

I nl and wat er ecosystens

1. What is the relative priority for inplenmentation of this work programme in your
country?

a) High X

b) Medi um

c) Low

d) Not rel evant

2. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recomendat i ons nmade?

a) Good

b) Adequate

c) Limting X

d) Severely limting

Marine and coastal biological diversity

3. What is the relative priority for inplenentation of this work programe in your
country?

a) High

b) Medi um X

c) Low

d) Not rel evant

4. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommrendat i ons made?

a) Good

b) Adequate

c) Limting X

d) Severely limting

Agricul tural biological diversity

5. What is the relative priority for inplenentation of this work programe in your
country?

a) High

b) Medi um X

c) Low

d) Not rel evant

6. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons nmade?

a) Good




b) Adequate

c) Limting X

d) Severely limting
Forest bi ol ogical diversity
7. What is the relative priority for inplementation of this work programe in your
country?

a) High

b) Medi um X

c) Low

d) Not rel evant

8. To what extent
recommendat i ons nade?

are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and

a) Good

b) Adequate

c) Limting

d) Severely limting

Bi ol ogi ca

di versity of dry and sub-hum d | ands

9. What
country?

is the relative priority for inplementation of this work programme in your

a) Hgh

b) Medi um

c) Low

d) Not rel evant

10. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and

recommendat i ons nade?

a) Good

b) Adequate

c) Limting

d) Severely limting

Furt her

comments on work programmes and priorities

The prograns are integrated into
entities of the country. However,
it difficult to inplement

devel op these prograns but

The particular experiences of
hi ghl i ghted: they show an inportant

wor k progranms.3

the action
there are econonic

them We count
its coverage is |ow

the country’s environnental
effort

pl ans of

upon the technical capacity

i nstitutions
towards the inplenmentation of

the environnment al
restrictions which nake

to

are
t he

3 Hunmbol dt Institute: inventory of the
stage the map of Col onbi an ecosystens
second stage nmaps of the ecosystens of
being created, at scales of 1:250000

country’ s ecosystens. In the first
was created (Etter, 1998). In the
t he Andean and Orinoco regions are
and wi ndows at scal es of 1:100000.
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Article 5 Cooperation

11. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medium c) Low

12. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and

recommendat i ons nade?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Limting |X d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources (see further
comments bel ow)

13. I's your country actively cooperating with other Parties in respect of areas beyond

national jurisdiction for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of bi ol ogi ca
diversity?

a) bilateral cooperation (please give details bel ow X

b) international progranmes (please give details bel ow) X

c) international agreenents (please give details bel ow

The characterizations on the level of species also figure in these
ecosystens to which priority is given, which have been |ittle studied in
the country.

Omacha Foundation: programs of research into the aquatic fauna of
continental ecosystems, with the aim of creating mddle and long term
programs of management and conservation in the areas where there is the
hi ghest risk of a reduction of populations of manmals and fi shes.

WAF- Col onbi a: focuses on the conservation of terrestrial eco-regions,
while, in a parallel nanner, it strengthens its support for and work on

aquatic eco-regions, both marine and fresh water. Its priority eco-
regi ons are:

Chocé6-Dari én: identification of priority conservation areas and work
Wi th grassroots organizations and institutions.

Northern Andes: identification of priority conservation areas and work
Wi th grassroots organizations and institutions.

Ll anos (Eastern prairies): Initiation of work to win recognition as a
Ransar site for and undertake an integral managenment of the basin of
the Orinoco, together with organizations like Unillanos (University
of the Llanos), the von Hunboldt Institute and the Omacha Foundati on,
anong ot hers.

Bogota Botanical Garden: Prelimnary studies of biological diversity,
with an enphasis on the floristic conposition of a remmant (chaco) of the
cold desert of Mndofiedo, on the edge of the savannah of Bogota,
Col onbi a, a uni que source of numerous endenic species of flora. It has
been deci mated by the extraction of sand fromthe soil and marked | oss of
veget ati on cover.

CORPOCALDAS: Its priority are agro-ecosystens, since they are the
predom nant matrix in the [ andscape under its jurisdiction




11

Decision IV/4. Status and trends of the biological diversity of inland
wat er ecosystenms and options for conservation and sustainabl e use

14. Has your country devel oped effective cooperation for the sustainable managenent of
transboundary wat ersheds, catchments, river basins and mgratory species through
bilateral and multilateral agreenents?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow) X

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not applicable

Deci sion 1V/15. The relationship of the CBD with the CSD and
bi odi versity-rel ated conventions, other international agreenents,
institutions and processes or relevance

15. Has your country devel oped managenent practices for transboundary protected areas?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent (please give details bel ow) X

c) yes — significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not rel evant

Deci sion V/21. Co-operation with other bodies

16. Has your country collaborated with the International Biodiversity Cbservati on Year
of DI VERSI TAS, and ensured conplementarity with the initiative foreseen to be
undertaken by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul tural Organization and
the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity to increase scientific

know edge and public awareness of the crucial role of biodiversity for sustainable
devel oprment ?

a) no

b) to alimted extent X

c) to a significant extent

Decision V/27. Contribution of the Convention on Biological Diversity to
the ten-year review of progress achieved since the United Nations
Conf erence on Environnment and Devel opnent

17. I's your country planning to highlight and enphasi ze bi ol ogi cal diversity
considerations in its contribution to the ten-year review of progress since the Earth
Sunmi t ?

a) no

b) vyes X

Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

The country counts on a broad provision of cooperation by nultilateral and
bilateral agencies, as well as NGO s. I nformation about these lines and
sources of cooperation are available in the inventory of the Mnistry of
Environnent, Housing and Territorial Developnent. However, in order to
accede to cooperation, the capacity for designing, elaborating and applying
for projects should be inproved, especially at a local, nunicipal and
regional level. To achieve this, strategies of dissenm nation of information
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and training are required.

In a simlar fashion, there is a need to better characterize and assign
priorities to national and regional demands and interests and to prevent
resources from remaining in the hands of the nmain institutions of the
governnent, so that smaller research organizations nay have access to them
It is also necessary achieve a bal anced approach to cooperation, focused on
fulfilnment of the three objectives of the BDC

A subject of great inportance is the developnment of the capacity to effect
synergies with other agreenents to nmexim ze the effectiveness of cooperation.
In this respect, one advance is the inplementation of the NCSA project on
synergies anmong the Biodiversity, Climate Change and Desertification
treaties, with funding fromthe GEF.

Along the sane Iines, the procedures for inplenenting joint actions of
cooperation that involve resources from the national budget and private
investment nust be sinplified and broadened. This should incorporate

criteria of justice and equity within the framework of international trade,
the preparation of experts, educating and creating awareness in the public
and access to technol ogi es.

The enphasis of cooperation in the country has been on the processes of work
in the eco-regions of the Chocé and the Andes, while other regions of the
country have received less attention, as is the case of the Orinoco,
Amazon and Cari bbean.

In the academic sector, the resources available to public universities are
very limted and access to external support even nore so. Cooperation is
aimed at encouraging investigations which develop new technol ogies, but
obtaining resources for nore basic aspects of the study of biodiversity is
nore difficult. 4.

It is worth noting that while cooperation exists for work on promn ssory
species in general, there is no cooperation for research into native species
that may be prom ssory for agriculture as a contribution to diversification.

In the field of food and agriculture there is a basic docunent on the
encour agenent of national capacity and international cooperation, whi ch was
financed by the Conmission on Genetic Resources for food and agriculture of
the FACG. It is a conpilation of information about the present situation of
the the country”s nmain zoogenetic resources of zootechnical interest.

Finally, it is worth nmentioning that practices of inter-institutional6
cooperation have begun within the country, although, as mentioned above, nore
advances are needed in this area.

4 According to the report of the University of Antioquia, obtaining
resources for the subject of biodiversity is not easy, given the
conditions of public order in the country, and particularly in Antioquia,
since they do not allow for field studies to be carried out for the
necessary length of tinme and with the necessary conditions of security.

5 First Report on the “Situation of Zoogenetic Resources in Col ombia”
FAO

6 AUGURA is working jointly with other institutions in the U aba zone of
Antioquia in the search for a better managenent of the hydrographic basis
that meke up the banana zone of Uraba. Likewise, it has entered into
agreenments to carry out research with entities like CORBANA in Costa
Ri ca, particularly in CEN BANANO
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13 - |Is your country actively cooperating with other Parties in respect of
areas beyond national jurisdiction for the conservation and sustainable use
of biological diversity?

One of the pillars of Colonmbian foreign policy is nmultilateral and regiona
cooperation on subjects of national interest |ike biodiversity, which is the

concern of the present Convention. On the basis of this principle, we
expect negotiations in block for nmeans to facilitate the inplementation of
the Convention, in accordance with the comitnents of the devel oped
countries.

In point of fact, wthin the franework of the Andean Conmunity, a legally-

bi ndi ng community accord, Colonmbia is cooperating with the other four nenber
countries and undertaking joint efforts which range from legislative
devel opnents to adm nistrative ones) and also include subregional policies,
strategi es and progranms. 7

In addition, Colonbia has inplemented, in a permanent form the Cl earing-
house Mechanism which has allowed it to accede to and grant bilateral
cooperation. 8

The country counts upon the Col onbian Agency for International Cooperation
(ACCl), supported by the International Affairs Goup of the Mnistry of
Environnent, for the facilitation of international cooperation.

As well as forming part of the Biodiversity Convention, Colonbia is a
signatory of other international treaties, like that on Cimte Change, the
Per manent Commi ssion for the South Pacific, the Geater Caribbean Agreenent,
agreenents related to contanmination by terrestrial sources or hydrocarbons
and the EI Nifio Phenonmenon Regional Study. In addition, it devel ops projects
as a focal point, |ike CARI COM and G WA

The | NVEMAR has agreements with universities and entities |ike:

The Cuban M nistry of Science, Technol ogy and Environnent.

7 Legislative: Andean Decisions 182, 345, 392 and 486;
Adm nistrative: Andean Comm ttee of Environnmental Authorities;

Subr egi onal policies: Gui del i nes for Envi r onnent al Managenent and
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent ;

Strategies: Biodiversity Strategies of the Tropical Andean Countri es;

Programs: Proposal for an Action Plan for the inplenmentation of the
Regi onal Biodiversity Strategy.

8. Agreenent with the German government on the financing of research
projects, International Programs |like that for the biological corridor of
the Chocd6 Biogeographical Zone and the WA Program for Conservation of
the Andes, and international cooperation with different institutions,
i ke GEF- Andes proj ect.

9 The SINCH Institute has undertaken different investigations wthin
the framework of the Treaty for Amazonian Cooperation, related to the
ordering of shared basins, as is the case with the basin of the river
Put umayo, where work has been done on the subject of fishery resources
and other conponents associated with the thene. These efforts seek an
i ntegral managenent of fishing in order to mmintain the biologica

diversity of the river and the inprovenment of the quality of life of its
i nhabi tants, with an enphasis on fishernmen and direct beneficiaries of

t he resource.
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The Institute of Marine Technology and Sciences of the University of
Bol i var in Venezuel a

The Australian Institute of Marine Sciences

Smi t hsoni an Tropi cal Research Institute

I nt er nati onal

Institute for Aerospace Survey and Earth Science

The Kal mar University, for the execution of the G WA-2002 Proj ect

14 - Has your country developed effective cooperation for the sustainable
managemnent of transboundary watersheds, cat chnments, river basins and
m gratory species through bilateral and nultilateral agreenents?

The objectives and scopes of bilateral and nultilateral agreenents and
accords of cooperation are limted by the shortage of financial resources
both in Colonbia and in neighboring countries |ike Venezuela, Peru, Ecuador
and Brazil

The frontier conmissions with Brazil, Ecuador, Panama and Venezuela which are
intended to pronpte bi-national integration have centered their experience on
joint actions for the managenent of shared hydrographic basins. In the case
of Brazil, on several occasions efforts have been made to find conmon points
for the managenent and sustai nabl e devel opnent of the tropical forests of the
Amazon, but with little success. Sonme progress has been observed in the
devel opnent of the Integrated Plan of the Neighboring Comunities of the
Apapori s-Tabatinga Axis. Something simlar has occurred in the Darien region
shared wi th Panama

Cooperation on the ordering of cross-frontier river basins and strategic
ecosystens have been devel oped on a regional scale with the CAR  There have
been efforts by research institutes. 9

Finally, with regard to decision IV/4, it is recommended that Col onbia
makes the efforts required to beconme part of The Convention on the
Conservation of Mgratory Species of WIld Animls —CMs.

15 - Has your country devel oped managenent practices for transboundary
protected areas?

Yes, to a limted extent. Wthin the franmework of the 1978 Treaty for
Amazoni an Cooperation, several initiatives for protected bi-national areas
and some tri-national ones have al ways been in the nminds of those who have
considered this Treaty as an ideal instrunent for the preservation of anple
zones of the Amazonian | ow ands. But, in practice, none of these ideas has
pr osper ed.

Wthin the framework of the Biodiversity Strategy of the Tropical Andean
Countries (Decision 523, 2002), the shared ecosystens are identified as one
of the priorities of the strategy. In this case, nmore than protected areas
co-adnministered by two or nobre countries, the objective is to conserve and
make a sustai nable use of ecosystens, species and genetic resources in situ

with conplenmentary ex situ actions.

The Andean strategy has a line of action ainmed at strengthening subregional
initiatives for the coordination of cross-frontier and compDn ecosystens
through the joint inplementation of the Convention s prograns on Biol ogical
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Diversity and taking advantage of experiences in the handling of
hydr ographic basins, terrestrial and aquatic ecosystens and species.

On this latter |level of biodiversity, that of species, and in the context of
cross-frontier and commpn ecosystens, the Strategy foresees tangible results
in the subregional adaptation to the agro-biodiversity program of the

Bi odi versity Conventi on. In addition, it expects that a system of warning
and cooperation for the control of the illegal traffic in biodiversity wll
be designed. These systens are also critical for the task of pronoting data
bases, inventories, moni toring systems and joint measures for the control

managenment and eradi cation of invasive exotic species.

17 - 1Is your country planning to highlight and enphasize biol ogical diversity
considerations in its contribution to the ten-year review of progress since
the Earth Summit?

Yes, in Colonmbia the Earth Sunmit has been an obligatory |andmark and
reference point in the history of the environnental sector and for the node
of sustainable devel opnent. Ever since the 44'" Session of the GCenera
Assenbly of the United Nations, when the terns of reference for the
Conference on Environnent and Devel opnment were agreed on, Col onmbia has nade
per manent contributions to the process for the negotiation and inplenentation
of Agenda 21, the Biological Diversity and Climte Change Conventions and
other collateral conmmtnents. It is worth noting, as well, that, thanks to
the advances in the process of negotiating Agenda 21, the new Col onbi an
Constitution of 1991 introduced ecol ogical considerations, for which reason
it has been called the “Green Constitution”.

Beyond these constitutional elements, the Earth Summit also inspired Law 99
of 1993, which gave origin to the National Environnmental System (SINA). In
Article 1.2, Law 99 states as a general principle that the biodiversity of
the country, as a national heritage and one that is of interest to mankind,
should be protected as a matter of priority and exploited in a sustainable
manner .

Now, ten years later, Colonbia counts upon an institutional devel opnent at
national, regional and local levels, as well as a programmatic devel opnent in
different elenments of biodiversity. Al of these advances have been inportant
in the definition of guidelines for international cooperation and were useful
in the preparation of the Johannesburg Sunmit and the Conferences of the
Parties of the different environment conventions, especially in the case of
t he Bi odi versity Conventi on.

Among ot her advances, the following stand out: the national biodiversity
policy; the policy for social participation in the conservation of protected
areas; environmental managenent for wild fauna in Colonbia; the strategy for
the conservation of plants; the national strategy for the managing of
informati on about live collections in botanical gardens; the technical bases
for the conservation and sustainable use of wetlands; the national program
for research into nmmrine and coastal biodiversity; the program for the
sust ai nabl e managenent and restoration of Colonmbian high nmountain ecosystens
and a research project that seeks to establish foundations for a national
policy of access to and exploitation of genetic resources (in progress).

Nevert hel ess, these advances in the devel opnment of policies and strategies,
while necessary, are insufficient to slow down the Iloss of nationa
bi odi versity. A good part of the responsibility for this situation is
attributable to problens with the devel opnent of technical capacity, but nopst
of all it is due to problens of a political kind: problens of public order,
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the rapid increase of poverty levels and the stagnation of econom c grow h.
They have underm ned the inportance of biodiversity in policies of nationa

security, macr oeconom ¢ and sectori al policies and in soci al and
environnental policies thensel ves.

This aside, as a result of the above-mentioned sunmit the Network for
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent was established as a world program pronmoted by the
United Nations in the Earth Summit that took place in 1992. It is an
i nstrument for the dissem nation and pronotion of the principles established
in the official document “Agenda 21”". From the very start, the existence of
the Network has depended on international cooperation, wth the aim of
encouraging training in and access to new technol ogies that contribute to the
human devel opnent of all nations, especially the devel opi ng ones.

At the present tinme, activities of education and training about the subject
of international agreenents are being carried out wth Afro-Col onbian,
i ndi genous and peasant-farnmer communities in sonme regions of the country.

Article 6 General neasures for conservation and sustai nabl e use

18. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenmentation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci sions by your country?

a) High b) Medi um X c) Low

19. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligati ons and
recomendat i ons nmade?

a) Good b) Adequat e X c) Limting d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources (see further
comment s bel ow)

20. What is the status of your national biodiversity strategy (6a)?

a) none

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel opnment

d) conpl etedl0

e) conpl eted and adopted2

f) reports on inplenentati on avail abl e

21. What is the status of your national biodiversity action plan (6a)?

a) none

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) conpl eted2

e) conpl eted and adopted2

f) reports on inplenentation avail abl e

22. Do your national strategies and action plans cover all articles of the Convention
(6a)?

10/ Please provide information requested at the end of these guidelines.
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a) sone articles only

b) nobst articles X

c) all articles
23. Do your national strategies and action plans cover integration of other sectoral
activities (6b)?

a) no

b) sonme sectors X

c) all major sectors

d) all sectors

Decision I1/7 and Decision I11/9 Consideration of Articles 6 and 8

24. 1s action being taken to exchange informati on and share experience
action planning process with other Contracting Parties?

on the nati onal

a) little or no action

b) sharing of strategies, plans and/or case- studies X

c) regional neetings
25. Do all of your country’s strategies and action plans include an international
cooperati on conponent ?

a) no

b) vyes X
26. Are your country’'s strategies and action plans coordinated with those of
nei ghbouring countries?

a) no

b) bilateral/multilateral discussions under way

c) coordinated in sone areas/thenes X

d) fully coordinated

e) not applicable

27. Has your country set measurable targets within its strategies and action plans?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X
c) advanced stages of devel opnment

d) programre in place

e) reports on inplenmentation avail abl e

If a devel oping country Party or a Party with econony in transition -

28. Has your country received support fromthe financial nechanismfor

the preparation

of its national strategy and action plan?
a) no
b) yes X
If yes, which was the | nplenenting Agency (UNDP/ UNEP/ Wor| d Bank) ?
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Decisions I11/21. Relationship of the Convention with the CSD and
bi odi versity-rel ated conventions

29. Are the national focal points for the CBD and the conpetent authorities of the
Ranmsar Convention, Bonn Convention and Cl TES cooperating in the inplenmentation of
t hese conventions to avoid duplication?

a) no

b) yes — linmited extent X

c) yes — significant extent

Further comments on inplenentation of this Article

Progress has been observed in incorporating considerations of conservation
and the sustainable use of biodiversity in the design of policies on a

national, regional and sectorial |level. However, there are problens of
coordi nation and dissem nation for a correct inplenentation of such policies
on all levels. For this reason we need to divulge national priorities and

harnoni ze them with regional and local priorities, and at the sane tine
provi de technical and financial support in the public, private and academ c
sectors, as well as link agents from indigenous and |local conmunities with
all of the processes and projects.

Li kewi se, the handling of information related to the BDC should be

centralized, in order to make it accessible to all the responsible or
interested entities and persons, since there is no unified vision on a
national Ilevel of the general neasures for the inplenentation of the

Convention, which neans that its fulfillment largely depends on independent
efforts and not a coordinated state policy.

I gnorance about nmany fundanental aspects of natural history and the
functioning of ecosystens have made it difficult to undertake a realistic
approach to the devel opnent of practices for the sustainable utilization of
bi odi versity.

The financial support available for carrying out prograns of conservation and
sust ai nabl e use is very poor in many cases.

In nost cases, financi al resources are nmeager, which nmeans that
i npl ementation is centered in scattered projects.1l This is aggravated by the

11 AUGURA has received support for different programs fromentities |like the UNDP, anbng
them that of the | NTEGRAL SELF SUFFI Cl ENT FARM OF THE URABA REG ON

Corantioqui a: “Q@uadua as an econom c, social and environmental alternative for the province
of R onegro” project.

Projects for breeding farnms of captive species of wild fauna, with the
ai m of commrerci al exploitation and mai ntenance of the species.

National strategy for the conservation of plants
National strategy for the conservation of birds
National strategy for the conservation of dantas (tapirs).

National strategy for the conservation of the titi gris nonkey Saguinus |eucopus Wite-
footed Tanarin

National strategy for the conservation of the paujil de pico azul Crax alberti. Blue-billed
Qur assow.
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fact that, on some occasions, the demands of econonmic profitability work to
the detrinment of the conservation and sustainable use of the conponents of
bi odi versity. For that reason there is an wurgent need to work wth an
adequate treatnent consistent with social welfare and the eradication of
poverty.

The Humbol dt Institute coordinated the realization of a technical proposal
for the National Action Plan for Biodiversity, in which around 90
specialists participated, who, in the framework of 9 strategies, defined
short, mnmiddle and long term goals for the conservation, know edge and
sust ai nabl e use of biodiversity in the country

On the basis of this technical proposal for the National Action Plan, t he
Humbol dt Institute is pronoting and supporting the fornulation of regional
action plans (for the area of jurisdiction of the regional environnental
authorities, which in nany cases coincide with the Departnents of the
country), | ed by regional envi ronnent al authorities and with the
participation of the productive sectors, grassroots groups, regi onal and
| ocal environnental organizations and universities, anmobng others.

In addition, for the past few years the sanme Institute has participated in
inter-institutional groups whose aim is to include criteria of biodiversity
in sectorial policies. To begin with, wirk has been done wth the
agricultural sector. In the near future work will be done with the energy-
m ning sector and the sectors of infrastructure and transport.

25- Do all of your country’'s strategi es and action plans include an
i nternati onal cooperation conponent?

CAR s of the Andean region: National Plan for the Andean Condor
WAF — Col onbi a: Enphasis in the national programon these two areas of work-

Instituto Hunmbol dt: Program for Sustainable Biotrade and Incentives for the Conservation of
Strat egi c Ecosystens.

12 Wth regard to this convention, the country has lagged in the inplenentation of a

Nati onal Wetlands Committee that woul d serve as the conpetent authority in this area.

13 Corpocaldas: there has existed a permanent cooperation anmong entities of the National
Envi ronment System with regard to the CITES provisions. Likew se, in the evaluation of
wet | ands we have worked with the paraneters defined by the RAMSAR Conmmission. In the latter

process technical training and exchange of information have been received.

There is a systemof Aninmal Gernplasm Banks, both in situ and in vitro, which, in addition
to their conservation, enabl es some activities for the sustainable nanagenent of native
races of animals to be carried out. Four bovine banks of the Ronopsi nuano, Bl anco orejinegro,
Cost efio con cuernos and Sanmartinero races, with a total of 2500 ani nals; three ovi ne banks
of the Mra, Criolla and Ovino de pelo races, with a total of 300 animals; a caprine bank
with a total of 131 aninmals and three porcine banks of the races Zungo, Casco de nula and
Sanpedrefio with a total of 158 aninals.

On the sectorial level there exists the National Plan for Marine Biodiversity, whi ch
currently counts upon such concrete actions as: investigation towards the establishnment of
marine areas; inventories of the fauna in marine ecosystens; evaluation of the state of
health of coral reefs; inpact of fishing on narine diversity; plan for narine bio-
prospecting — with a docunent and projects for applied research.

Managenent plan for nmangrove zone: Sucre, Cordoba and Quajira.
Policy for the Integrated Managenment of Coastal Zones: activities have been carried out,

like the determi nation of the coastal environmental units that are the basis for know edge
of marine and coastal characterization.
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Yes, but there are still problens in establishing cooperation, on the part of
both the authorities and the civil society.

26- Are your country’'s strategies and action plans coordinated with those of
nei ghbouring countries?

Yes, there are efforts: there is a regional strategy on biodiversity of the
Andean Community of Nations and the Treaty for Amazonian Cooperation

However, these advances are not sufficient. The process of intersectorial

consolidation and articulation with other country nmust be deepened and
conti nued.

29- Are the national focal points for the CBD and the conpetent authorities
of the Ranmsar Convention, Bonn Convention and ClITES cooperating in the
i mpl enentation of these conventions to avoid duplication?

O the three main environnental conventions (biodiversity, desertification
and climte change), the Biodiversity Convention is the only one that counts
on a strategic plan whose precise mssion is the above-nmentioned goal. This
plan includes the strategic goal of considering the Biodiversity Convention
as the leading institution in the areas of biodiversity on an internationa
| evel. For that reason, the focal point of the Convention in Col onbia has the
task of establishing closer links with the Ransar and CITES conventi ons,
reorienting their inplenentation towards a clear contribution to the goal of
reducing the rate of biodiversity |oss.

Due to serious problens of coordination and in sone cases of contradictory
environnent al objectives (giving energy efficiency a higher priority than
projects for the use and change of use of soils and forests), it is necessary
to develop a systemic, institutional and individual capacity that facilitates
t he energence of positive synergies anong these conventions and ot hers that
are equally inportant for achieving the global goal, as is the case with the
Ramsar Convention, 12 the Bonn Convention (which Col onbia has not ratified)
and the CITES Convention. Sone environnmental entities have particul ar
experiences in this specific theme. 13

Article 7 ldentification and monitoring

30. What is the relative priority afforded to inplementation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medium X c) Low

31. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recomendat i ons nmade?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Limting |X d) Severely limting

Further coments on relative priority and on availability of resources

32. Does your country have an ongoi ng i nventory programe at species |evel (7a)?

a) mnimal activity

b) for key groups (such as threatened or endem c species) or
i ndi cators

c) for a range of mmjor groups X

d) for a conprehensive range of species

33. Does your country have an ongoi ng i nventory programme at ecosystem | evel (7a)?

a) mnimal activity
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b) for ecosystens of particular interest only
c) for major ecosystens X
d) for a conprehensive range of ecosystens
34. Does your country have an ongoing i nventory programme at genetic |level (7a)?
a) mnimal activity X
b) m nor progranme in some sectors
C) nmjor progranme in sone sectors
d) mgjor programme in all relevant sectors
35. Does your country have ongoi ng nonitoring progranmes at species |evel (7a)?
a) mnimal activity
b) for key groups (such as threatened or endem c species) or X
i ndi cators
c) for a range of nmjor groups
d) for a conprehensive range of species
36. Does your country have ongoi ng nmonitoring progranmes at ecosystem | evel (7b)?
a) mnimal activity X
b) for ecosystens of particular interest only X
c) for major ecosystens
d) for a conprehensive range of ecosystens
37. Does your country have ongoi ng nonitoring progranmes at genetic |evel (7b)?
a) mnimal activity X
b) m nor progranme in some sectors
C) nmjor progranme in sone sectors
d) major programme in all relevant sectors
38. Has your country identified activities with adverse affects on biodiversity (7c)?
a) limted understanding X
b) threats well known in some areas, not in others X
c) nost threats known, sone gaps in know edge
d) conprehensive understandi ng
e) reports avail able
39. I's your country nonitoring these activities and their effects (7c)?
a) no
b) early stages of programe devel opnment X
c) advanced stages of programe devel opnent
d) programme in place
e) reports on inplenentation avail abl e
40. Does your country coordinate information collection and nanagenent at the nationa
| evel (7d)?
a) no

b)

early stages of programe devel opnent
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c) advanced stages of programme devel opnent

d) programme in place

e) reports on inplenmentation avail abl e

Decision I11/10 ldentification, nmonitoring and assessne

nt

41. Has your country identified national indicators of biodiversity?

a) no
b) assessnent of potential indicators underway X
c) indicators identified (if so, please describe bel ow
42. |'s your country using rapid assessnment and renote sensing techni ques?
a) no
b) assessing opportunities
c) yes, to a limted extent X

d) yes, to a mmjor extent

e) reports on inplenentation avail abl e

43. Has your country adopted a “step-by-step” approach to inplenenting
initial enphasis on identification of biodiversity conponents (7a) and
havi ng adverse effects on them (7c)?

Article 7 with
activities

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes

44. |'s your country cooperating with other Contracting Parties on pil ot
denonstrate the use of assessnent and indi cator nethodol ogi es?

projects to

a) no

b) yes (if so give details bel ow)

45. Has your country prepared any reports of experience with application of assessnent

net hodol ogi es and nade these available to other Contracting Parties?

a) no

b) yes

46. |s your country seeking to nake taxonom c information held inits c
wi del y avail abl e?

ol l ections nore

a) no relevant collections

b) no action

c) yes (if so, please give details bel ow

Decision V/7. ldentification, nmonitoring and assessnment, and

ndi cators

47. 1s your country actively involved in co-operating with other countr
region in the field of indicators, nonitoring and assessnent ?

ies in your

a) no

b) limted co-operation

Cc) extensive co-operation on sone issues
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d) extensive co-operation on a wi de range of issues

48. Has your country nmade avail abl e case studi es concerning the devel opnent and
i mpl ement ati on of assessnent, nonitoring and indicator programes?

a) no X

b) yes - sent to the Secretariat

c) yes — through the national CHM

d) yes — other nmeans (please specify)

49. | s your country assisting other Parties to increase their capacity to devel op
i ndi cator and nonitoring programes?

a) no

b) providing training

c) providing direct support

d) sharing experience X

e) other (please describe)

Further conments on inplenentation of this Article

32 - 33 y 34 Does your country have an ongoing inventory programe at
speci es, ecosystem and genetic |level (7a)?

The theme of inventories in the country has shown advances in all areas: Red
Books on endangered species, inventories of nmarine macrofauna in the
Caribbean and the Pacific, a detailed inventory of tenporal changes in
ecosystens, the formulation of indicators for nonitoring and evaluating the
components of biodiversity, but, at the sane tine, it is subject to a series
of structural problens, such as the absence of a national policy, the | ow
resources destined for the theme (nobst financial resources conme from
alternative, non-state sources), a lack of wunification in the nethods of
i dentification, as well as gaps in the identification of many taxonom c
groups. Likewi se, there is ignorance about ecosysteni c dynam cs, which |eads
to difficulties in assigning priorities to the species or ecosystems that
shoul d be conserved.

A Biodiversity Information System is currently being inplenmented, but nore
progress is needed on the organization and nmaintenance of the data derived
from the sanpling, above all on a regional level, where the inventories
carried out are not done in a systematic way.

Furthernore, while there is a relatively anple inventory of flora and fauna

with sone type of potential that benefits nmankind, there is a shortage of
research into the chem cal properties and active principles of such
subst ances, which in a certain way |limts the devel opment of practices of

sustai nability.

It is inportant to enphasize that the biological inventories concentrate on
unexplored and virgin zones, but priority should be given to redoubling
efforts in densely populated areas |ike the Andean zone, where the highest
biotic diversity of the country is found.

Last !y, the experiences of the environnental entities that are striving to
i nplement the present article are noteworthy. 14

14 The Yubarta Foundation has identified aquatic mammls, with a special enphasis on the
Col onbi an Pacific and sone investigations in the Caribbean
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Cor pocal das through agreenments with other entitites: Follow-up of plots of flora in the
Departnent of Caldas (the coffee zone of Col onbia), for exanple Biotrop-type plots in the
eastern part of Caldas (Florencia Forest, Rio Blanco reserve, Rio Manso reserve) and fol | ow-
up of the establishnment of forestry cover and commercial plantations. Likew se, confiscation
of the illegal trade in fauna in the project of institutional regulations

Cornare and Corantioquia: cooperative inter-institutional project for the control of
activities in the zone of the river Caro Cocornd Sur (Puerto Triunfo-Puerto Nare), in the
m ddl e basin of the river Magdal ena pertaining to the Departnent of Antioquia.

University of Antioquia: Studies of environmental inpact and diversity in defined zones
which lead to recomendations and collections from particular ecosystens, as well as
consul tancy works for entities |like | SA and Corantioqui a.

The Environnental Exploration and Monitoring Goup (GEMA) of the von Hunmboldt Institute:
manual of “Methods for the realization of characterizations of biodiversity”

The Javeriana University: projects for “The Social Evaluation of the Biodiversity of the
coffee zone” and the “Project for the Inprovement and georeferencing of biological
col l ections”.

AUGURA- BANATURA: Currently working on the I evel of identification of sectorial indicators and
natural resources.

AUGURA — Col onbi an Farners Society (SACQ: “Environmental Quide for the Banana Subsector”,
which identifies the sector’s nost inportant inpacts on the environment, including
bi odi versity.

CENI BANANO:  under an agreement with the CJOAT (International Center for Tropical
Agriculture): prograns for the devel opnent of precision agriculture.

15 CAM (Marine Environmental Quality) Network for both coasts

Monitoring of the Ciénaga Grande de Santa Marta and the old delta of the
Ri ver Sina.

Moni toring of the state of health of Col onbian coral reefs.

Omacha Foundation: nonitoring of aquatic ecosystens, especially in the
Ori noco.

16 Omacha Foundation: has found contamnants in the nuscles of bagres
(catfish)

I nvemar: studies under devel opnent on the inpact of dragnet fishing on
shrinmp in marine bent hos

17 . Amazon region: studies with the von Hunboldt Institute on the
evaluation of indicators for the followup of the National Biodiversity
Pol i cy.

Andean region: Corpocaldas works on the design of institutional
i ndi cators, anong them those for biodiversity, but they are yet to be
used as a reference for the nonitoring and foll owup of the sane.

18 Cooperation with Venezuela in the Oinoco region and Project for the
Design and I nplenentation of a System of Indicators for the Foll ow up of
the Biodiversity Policy in the Colonbia Amazon, the latter coordi nated by
t he von Humbol dt Institute.

19 Von Hunbol dt Institute: Systematization (in process) of t he
collections, so that they nay be consulted through its website.

Cor poamazoni a: has a botanical garden which is of easy access for the
community and researchers.

University of Antioquia: the dissemnation of the collections has been
realized by neans of publications, reports, internal bulletins, training
courses for students and national polls.
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36 y 37 - Does your country have ongoing nonitoring programres at ecosystem
and genetic level (7b)?

There are different exanples of nmonitoring ainmed at knowing the state of
ecosystenms and their conponents. 15

38 - Has your country identified activities wth adverse affects on
bi odi versity (7c)?

I mportant conponents for conservation have been identified and the nonitoring
of activities that have harnful effects on biodiversity has been realized,
but there is a lack of wurgent conservation nmeasures. There are different
platforns for data bases and there use is restricted.

There are results of particular investigations.16

40 - Does your country coordinate information collection and nanagenent at
the national level (7d)?

Early stages of the devel opnent of programs with some particul ar experiences,
such as the “Report on the state of the marine resources of Col onbia”, by the
I N\VEMAR, and the “Report on the present state of natural resources”, by the
Contraloria General de la Nacion (Controller-General” s Ofice).

41 - Has your country identified national indicators of biodiversity?

There are possible indicators that are being evaluated, with sone particul ar
experiences. 17

44- |s your country cooperating with other Contracting Parties on pilot
projects to denonstrate the use of assessment and i ndicator nethodol ogi es?

In general terms, no, but there are some efforts in the country”s regions. 18

46- |s your country seeking to nmke taxonomic information held in its
collections nmore wi dely avail abl e?

Yes. The National University' s Institute of Natural Sciences, as the national
coordinating center for the world initiative on taxonomny, has done very good
wor k on taxonom c information and this has been wi dely di ssem nat ed.

There are also the experiences of research institutes, botanical gardens,
her bariuns and universities. 19

47- |s your country actively involved in co-operating with other countries in
your region in the field of indicators, nonitoring and assessnent? and 49 -
I's your country assisting other Parties to increase their capacity to devel op
i ndi cat or and nonitoring programes?

The assistance provided to other States for the purpose of strengthening
their capacity to develop indicators and prograns of vigilance is realized
t hrough the publication and dissemination of information about Colonbia and
protected zones that involve nei ghboring countries.

48 - Has your country made avail able case studies concerning the devel opnent
and i npl enentation of assessnent, nonitoring and indicator progranmes?

O her nmedia are used, such as books and other publications by the research
i nstitutes.

The different regi onal her bari uns, both  of public and private
institutions, allow both undergraduate and postgraduate students to
consult their collections.




Deci si ons on Taxonony
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Decision |V/1 Report and reconmendati ons of the third neeting of SBSTTA
[part]
50. Has your country carried out a national taxononi c needs assessnent, and/or held
wor kshops to determ ne national taxonomic priorities?
a) no
b) early stages of assessnent X
c) advanced stages of assessnment
d) assessnent conpl et ed
51. Has your country devel oped a national taxonom c action plan?
a) no
b) early stages of devel opnent X
c) advanced stages of devel opnment
d) action plan in place
e) reports on inplenmentation avail abl e

52. I's your country maki ng avail abl e appropri ate resources to enhance t
of taxononic information?

he availability

a) no
b) yes, but this does not cover all known needs adequately X
c) yes, covering all known needs

53. I's your country encouraging bilateral and nultilatera
opportunities for taxonom sts, particularly those dealing with poorly

trai ni ng and enpl oynment

known or gani sns?

a) no

X

b) sone opportunities

c) significant opportunities

54. Is your country investing on a |long-termbasis in the devel opment
infrastructure for your national taxononm c collections?

of appropriate

a) no
b) sone invest ment X
c) significant investnent
55. I's your country encouragi ng partnershi ps between taxonomi c institutions in
devel oped and devel opi ng countri es?
a) no X

b) yes — stated policy

c) yes — systematic national programe

56. Has your country adopted any international agreed |evels of collection housing?
a) no
b) under revi ew
c) being inplenmented by some coll ections X

d) being inplenmented by all major collections
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57. Has your country provided training progranmes in taxonony?

a) no
b) sone X
c) many

58. Has your country reported on nmeasures adopted to strengthen national capacity in
t axonony, to designate national reference centres, and to nmake information housed in
col |l ections available to countries of origin?

a) no X

b) yes — in the previous national report

c) yes — via the clearing-house nechani sm

d) yes - other neans (please give details bel ow)

59. Has your country taken steps to ensure that institutions responsible for biological
diversity inventories and taxonom c activities are financially and adm nistratively
st abl e?

a) no

b) under revi ew

c) yes for sone institutions X

d) yes for all mgjor institutions

60. Has your country assisted taxonomic institutions to establish consortia to conduct
regi onal projects?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes — limted extent X

d) yes — significant extent

61. Has your country given special attention to international funding of fellowships
for specialist training abroad or for attracting internati onal experts to national or
regi onal courses?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

62. Has your country provi ded programres for re-training of qualified professionals
novi ng into taxonony-related fields?

a) no

b) some X

c) many
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Deci sion V/9. d obal Taxonomy Initiative: |nplenmentation and further
advance of the Suggestions for Action

63. Has your country identified its information requirements in the area of taxonony,
and assessed its national capacity to neet these requirenments?

a) no

b) basic assessnent X

c) thorough assessnent

64. Has your country established or consolidated taxonom c reference centres?

a) no

b) yes X

65. Has your country worked to increase its capacity in the area of taxonom c research?

a) no

b) yes X

66. Has your country communi cated informati on on programres, projects and initiatives
for consideration as pilot projects under the d obal Taxonony Initiative to the
Executive Secretary?

a) no X

b) yes

67. Has your country designated a national G obal Taxonony Initiative focal point
linked to other national focal points?

a) no X

b) yes

68. Has your country participated in the devel opnment of regional networks to facilitate
i nformati on- sharing for the d obal Taxonomy Initiative?

a) no X

b) yes

If a devel oping country Party or Party with economy in transition -

69. Has your country sought resources through the financial nechanismfor the priority
actions identified in the decision?

a) no X

b) applied for unsuccessfully

c) applied for successfully
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Further conments on inplenentation of these decisions

The subject of taxononmy is a priority one for the country, but national
contributions are limted (it is minly done for universities and the red
lists of endangered species). For this reason, there is a need to recognize
and conprehend taxonony as an essential instrument for the conservation and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent of biological diversity. Relevance should be given to
the role of the territorial entities: in this respect a systematic agenda of
t axonony shoul d creat ed, relying on the help of Col onbian botanical gardens
and herbari uns.

Li kew se, nore and better reference collections should be established and
their contents should be di ssem nat ed.

The financing of projects for the biological and taxonom cal characterization
of ecosystens of interest stands out.

51 - Has your country devel oped a national taxonom c action plan?

The herbariunms and botanical gardens cooperated in the drafting of the
Nati onal Strategy on Plants. The Systematic Agenda for the 215t Century was
done with the von Hunmboldt Institute, the National University and other
experts in the subject.

53 - Is your country encouraging bilateral and nultilateral training and
enpl oyment opportunities for taxonom sts, particularly those dealing wth
poorly known organi snms?

There is little encouragenment of professional education and training in
taxonony: it is a matter of personal interest, rather than national
strategies or policies. Job opportunities for taxonomsts are nmeager in
Col onbi a and are given to professionals with a | ot of experience: we need to
forma new generation of taxonom sts.

As an alternative to these defects, taxonomic studies are “canpouflaged " as
tools for developing and fulfilling the objectives of environnental projects,
wi t hout being a requirenent of them

As a consequence of the lack of investigators in classical taxonony
(understood as scientific rigor in nomenclature and an up to date know edge
of the specialist literature ), there are evidences of confusions and |ack of
taxonom ¢ know edge about groups and fanilies: the lists of endangered
speci es are sparse and |ack devel opnent, updating of nonenclature and correct
citations. For these reasons one sees the need to verify before publishing
and to exercise quality control over the taxonom c products which the country
of fers.

Few investigators are being trained, which inplies an enornmous delay in
research (especially in little known groups |ike protozoa and insects). It
is for the above reason that foreign investigators are often needed. Another
problem in this respect is legislation, which inpedes the egress of genetic
material even when it is for purposes of identification. Thus, the country
urgently needs to open the doors to the training of taxonom sts: from making
collection permts nore accessible to support for paid |eaves and
fell owshi ps.

62 - Has your country provided programes for re-training of qualified
prof essi onal s noving into taxonony-related fields?
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There are efforts by some universities, 20 but they are only scattered ones:
in general students need to begin acquiring taxononic and systematic
know edge in high school in order to have the practical talents that are
required for the developnent of the country. There is a lack of trained
teachers to establish faculties of taxononmc study and this subject is
tendi ng to di sappear from biol ogy courses.

67 - Has your country designated a national d obal Taxonony Initiative foca
point linked to other national focal points?

The focal point is the Institute of Natural Sciences of the Nationa
Uni versity.

20 National University of Colonbia: Masters and Doctorate Prograns in
Bi ol ogy, with a line of investigation in Systematics and Taxonony.
Javeriana University; Programs of its Institute of Biology.
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Article 8 In situ conservation [excluding Articles 8h and 8j]

70. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and the
associ ated deci sions by your country?

a) High b) Medium X c) Low

71. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons nmade?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Limting |X d) Severely limting

Further conments on relative priority and on availability of resources (see further
comment s bel ow)

72. Has your country established a system of protected areas which ains to conserve
bi ol ogi cal diversity (8a)?

a) system under devel opnment X

b) national review of protected areas coverage avail abl e

c) national protected area systens plan in place

d) relatively conplete systemin place

73. Are there nationally adopted guidelines for the sel ection, establishnent and
managenent of protected areas (8b)?

a) no

b) no, under devel opnent

c) yes X

d) yes, undergoing review and extension

74. Does your country regul ate or nanage bi ol ogi cal resources inportant for the
conservation of biological diversity with a viewto ensuring their conservation and

sust ai nabl e use (8c)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel opnment

d) progranmme or policy in place

e) reports on inplenentation avail able
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75. Has your country undertaken neasures that pronote the protecti on of ecosystens,
natural habitats and the nmai ntenance of viable popul ati ons of species in natural
surroundi ngs (8d)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) reasonably conprehensive neasures in place

76. Has your country undertaken neasures that promote environmental ly sound and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent in areas adjacent to protected areas (8e)?

a) no neasures

b) sonme nmeasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) reasonably conprehensive nmeasures in place

77. Has your country undertaken measures to rehabilitate and restore degraded
ecosystens (8f)?

a) no neasures

b) sonme neasures in place X

c) potential measures under review

d) conprehensive measures in place

78. Has your country undertaken neasures to pronote the recovery of threatened species
(8f)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential measures under review

d) conprehensive measures in place

79. Has your country undertaken neasures to regul ate, nanage or control the risks
associated with the use and rel ease of living nodified organisns resulting from
bi ot echnol ogy (8g)?

a) no neasures

b) sonme neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

80. Has your country nade attenpts to provide the conditions needed for conpatibility
bet ween present uses and the conservati on of biological diversity and sustainabl e use
of its conponents (8i)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel opnment

d) progranmme or policy in place

e) reports on inplenentation avail able

81. Has your country devel oped and nmintai ned the necessary |egislation and/ or other
regul atory provisions for the protection of threatened species and popul ati ons (8k)?

a) no
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b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) legislation or other neasures in place

82. Does your country regul ate or nmanage processes and categories of activities
identified under Article 7 as having significant adverse effects on bi ol ogi cal

diversity (81)?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes, to alimted extent X

d) yes, to a significant extent

If a devel oped country Party -

83. Does your country cooperate in providing financial and other support for in- situ
conservation particularly to devel opi ng countries (8m?

I f a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition -

84. Does your country receive financial and other support for in situ conservation

(8m?

a) no

b) yes (if so, please give details bel ow X

Decision I1/7 Consideration of Articles 6 and 8 of the Convention

85. Is action being taken to share informati on and experi ence on inplenentation of this
Article with other Contracting Parties?

a) little or no action

b) sharing of witten materials and/ or case- studi es X

c) regional neetings

Further comments on inplenentation of this Article

70- What is the relative priority afforded to inplenmentation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

The country gives it a nmddling priority, but the resources the country
devotes to it are restricted. In any case, it is worth noting that inportant
donations from international cooperation have been received in the past two
years.

There are differences in the priority given to the inplenmentation of the
article in different regions of the country and inequity in the distribution
of resources for the centralization of the sanme resources. 21

72 — Has your country established a system of protected areas which ains to
conserve biological diversity (8a)?

It is a process under construction: although the country has zones of
territory destined to conservation, represented by 49 protected areas

21Coastal and marine zones, region of the Oinoco and Amazon




34

(National System of Protected Areas — SINAP), it can not be said that it is a
an established system nor conceptually strong. The SINAP's coverage is
insufficient to guarantee the protection of the country’ s extraordinary
diversity.

On a regional and departnental level, there are efforts in this field, though
the Regional Systens of Protected Areas (SIRAPs) and the Departnmental Systens
of Protected Areas (SIDAPs, whi ch include areas of national, rnunicipal and
private civil society reserves), but there is a lack of developrent on the
gl obal focus of the national system and how the regional systens fit into it.

For the above reason, although there have been advances, an urgent
i mprovenent is needed in the follow ng aspects: agreenments on the definition
of the basic agents that make up the SINAP, definition of the concept of a
protected area and its categories of managenent, a nornative base to uphold
the system the devel opnent and conpletion of the biological inventories of
the protected areas, and the drafting and inplenmentation of managenent plans.

22 Projects realized by the Parks Unit, the Humboldt Institute and the
WAF- Col onbia. The WA in the identification of strategic areas of
conservation in the ecoregions of the Andes and the Chocé.

23 CARDER: Advances in the construction of a SIRAP, with enphasis on
hydric protection and regul ation

CVC. Revision of the conceptual bases of the SIDAP

Cor pocal das: Although the institutional priority is low in relation to
the protection of ecosystens in situ, the entity acquired the Florencia
forest, in a zone of high rainfall (7,000 m year), given the inportant
bi odi versity which this ecosystem harbors.

Corpoguajira: ldentification of strategic ecoregions, cleaning up of
reservation and sectors which supply water. CVS: Projects and agreenents
with the Center for the Conservation of Biodiversity of the Upper Sina

the Parks Unit, URRA S.A., Biozoo and Ecof ondo.

Omacha Foundation: creation of an area of reserve of the «civil society
in the Oinoco.

WAF — Col onbi a: Has been working a joint manner with organizations |ike
t he Col onbi an Network of Private Reserves of the Civil Society, with the
ai m of strengthening the organization and prompting the establishnent of
private reserves that guarantee the conservation of strategic ecosystens.

24 There are currently 195 reserves on a national level, with nore than
40,000 hectares, npbst of them located in the Andean zone. However, there
is large nucleus in the zone of Leticia and others in Narifio, the Sierra
Nevada, the Chocd, etc. More than 50 organizations are working on a
| ocal, national and international |evel

25 Policy of social participation in conservation. UAESPNN — M nistry of

Envi ronnent, 2001

26 At the present time the following projects are being devel oped:
“Rehabilitation of areas affected by open sky coal mning in the
Department of La Guajira”; “Restoration of salt-water zones in areas of
mangroves in the old delta of the river Sind”; and “Rehabilitation of the
Ci énaga Grande de Santa Marta”. (The latter is the biggest project in the
country, with resources of 5 mllion dollars from the GIZ.  The
government is giving it continuity).
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There have been advances in the selection of areas of conservation under the
criterion of representativeness, 22 but in any case there are gaps in the
habitats which have suffered a fragnentation and deterioration of their
structure and function. Therefore, priority should be given to zones within
the strategic ecoregions of the country, in order to recuperate the aninal
popul ations that carry out critical ecological roles for the ecosystem This
will allow us to plan the conservation of the protected areas w th broader
per spectives and objectives which include | ong-term goals.

It is worth highlighting the experiences of some CAR s and NGO s which have
undertaken work in this field23 and that of the Network of Reserves of the
Civil Society, with nore than 10 years of experience, during which they have
acconpl i shed i nportant advances for the country. 24

76 - Has your country undertaken neasures that pronmote environnmentally sound
and sust ai nabl e devel opnment in areas adjacent to protected areas (8e)?

The “Parks for People” Policy encourages a recognition of and appreciation
for the agents of conservation, in order to consolidate the areas of System
based on an understanding of the particular characteristics of the population
and their historic link with the protected areas, their socio-cultura
identity, their nodels of occupation and their use of natural resources.

One of the strategic guidelines of this Policy is that of productive systens
for conservation, by nmeans of a strategy that pronotes processes of socia
organi zation, comunity training and the fornulation and co-mnagenent of
projects with a local inpact, oriented towards the planning of farns
(property planning) with peasant-farnmer popul ations, the ordering of fishing
with comunities of fishernmen or of spaces of use with ethnic groups, thus
provi ding concrete responses to the productive needs of the famlies which
coexist with the natural surroundings of the national parks while, at the
same time, creating real processes of conservation. 25

77- Has your country undertaken nmeasures to rehabilitate and restore degraded
ecosystenms (8f)?

There are sone established neasures and outstanding projects on a regional
level that help in inplenmentation26, but we do not yet count on a policy or

sufficient resources.

78- Has your country undertaken nmeasures to pronmote the recovery of
t hreatened species (8f)?

Work on regional and national coordination for CITES is being done, on the
basis of norns and general studies of the subject.

79 - Has your country undertaken nmeasures to regulate, nmanage or control the
risks associated with the use and release of living nodified organisns
resulting from bi otechnol ogy (8g)?

The country has made advances in the creation of a regulatory framework
t hrough Agreenment 013/98, whi ch was updated by Agreenment 002/2002, which
created the National Technical Council for Agricultural Biosafety (CIN), as
an advisory body for the General Managenment of the Col ombian Agriculture and
Stock-raising Institute — ICA It is made up of representatives of the
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academi c sector, the public bodies that are responsible for the matter, the
trade bodies linked to the sector and representatives of groups of both |arge

and snmall| producers. In addition, resolution 3492 of Decenber 1998 was
i ssued, which regulates the process of submtting, studying and deciding on
applications by wusers for permission to introduce, produce, |iberate and

comercialize GMOs. In April 2002, by neans of agreenent 0004 of the
Directive Council of the |1CA the National Technical Council for Stock-
rai sing was created as scientific and technical body to advise the Col onmbi an
Agriculture and Stock-raising Institute on the evaluation of t he
i ntroduction, producti on, I'i beration, commer ci al i zati on, i nvestigation

bi ol ogi cal devel opment and quality control of genetically-nodified organisns
(Gvs) that affect the health and production of domesticated ani mals, their
derivatives and the products which they contain.

The National Technical Council for Stock-raising is made up of the above-
menti oned governnent bodies, trade groups of cattle-, pig-, poultry- and
fish-breeders, veterinary pharmacists and two representatives of the civi
society (from the Association of Peasant-Farner Users and Consuners of
Col onmbi a) .

The principles governing the strategy of environmental sustainability in the
program for the conservation and sustainable use of environmental goods and
services laid down in the National Devel opnent plan include the pronotion of
bi otechnology on the basis of biodiversity and the establishment of
bi osafety, including the fornulation of a policy for biotechnology and the
regul ation of hazards resulting from the introduction, nobilization and
genetic nani pulation of live organisns. In addition, taking into account that
the country has an immense patrinony in the field of biodiversity and genetic
resources, which may be exploited through the numerous opportunities offered
by nodern biotechnol ogy today, we seek an inprovenment of the country’s
capacity to inmprove and apply the legal framework and the devel opnment of a
strategy to inform and educate public opinion about the benefits and risks
associ ated with biotechnol ogy.

Despite the advances that have been nentioned, for university institutions
regulations in this field hinder the devel opnent of acadenmic research, as in
the case of restrictions on the shipping of material to be exanm ned by
specialists. Such regulations hinder research into species and the training
of students and teachers, insofar as they are unable to effect internationa
exchanges of specinmens, nor ask foreign nuseuns to participate in their
i dentification.

82- Does your country regulate or nmanage processes and categories of
activities identified under Article 7 as having significant adverse effects
on biol ogical diversity (81)7?

There exist nechanisnms and instruments such as environnental guides to
facilitate regulation and foresee the inpacts of activities with adverse
effects on biological diversity. However, the level of inplenmentation is
m ddl i ng, since the country faces outstanding problens in this field, such as
the inpacts of the fumgation of illicit crops and nmegaprojects like
hydroel ectricity plants. The measures needed to deal with these problens
have not been taken.

84 - Does your country receive financial and other support for in situ
conservation (8m?

The resources from international cooperation have significantly increased,
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year after year. They represented an investnent of US$ 5 million in the year
2002. This year resources needed for counterpart funding reach 1.2 nillion
dollars (20% of the nmanaged international resources). However, the funds
assigned from the country’ s general hudget only amunt of 24% of what is
required.

The Dutch government and the CGEF are anong the bodies which have provided
financi al support.

Article 8h Alien species

86. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci sions by your country?

a) High X b) Medium c) Low

87. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recomendat i ons nmade?

a) Good b) Adequat e c) Limting X d) Severely limting

Further comrents on relative priority and on availability of resources

88. Has your country identified alien species introduced?

a) no

b) only maj or species of concern X

c) only new or recent introductions

d) a conprehensive systemtracks new i ntroductions

e) a conprehensive systemtracks all known introductions

89. Has your country assessed the risks posed to ecosystens, habitats or species by the
i ntroduction of these alien species?

a) no

b) only some alien species of concern have been assessed X

c) nost alien speci es have been assessed

90. Has your country undertaken neasures to prevent the introduction of, control or
eradi cate those alien species which threaten ecosystens, habitats or species?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive measures in place
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of SBSTTA

91. I's your country collaborating in the devel opnent of projects at national,
| evel s to address the issue of alien species?

sub-regi onal and i nternational

regi onal ,

a) little or no action X
b) di scussion on potential projects under way
c) active devel opnment of new projects
92. Does your national strategy and action plan address the issue of alien species?
a) no
b) yes — limted extent X
c) yes — significant extent
Decision V/8. Alien species that threaten ecosystens, habitats or species

93. I's your country applying the interimguiding principles for prevention,

introduction and mitigation of inpacts of alien species in the context

of activities

ained at inplementing article 8(h) of the Convention, and in the various sectors?
a) no
b) wunder consi deration
c) limted inplementation in sone sectors X
d) extensive inplenmentation in sone sectors
e) extensive inplenentation in nobst sectors

94. Has your country submtted case-studies to the Executive Secretary
themati c assessnents?

focusi ng on

a) no
b) in preparation X
c) yes

95. Has your country submitted witten conments on the interim guiding
the Executive Secretary?

principles to

a) no

b) yes

X

96. Has your country given priority to the devel opnment and i npl enent ati
i nvasi ve speci es strategi es and action plans?

on of alien

a) no

b) yes

97. In dealing with the issue of invasive species,
i nvolved itself i n nechanisns for international
of best practices?

co- operation,

has your country devel oped or
i ncl udi ng the exchange

a) no

b) trans-boundary co-operation

c) regional co-operation X
d) multilateral co-operation

98. I's your country giving priority attention to geographically and evol utionarily

i sol ated ecosystens in its work on alien invasive species?

a) no
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b) yes

99. I's your country using the ecosystem approach and precauti onary and bi o-geographica
approaches as appropriate in its work on alien invasive speci es?

a) no X
b) yes
100. Has your country devel oped effective education, training and public-awareness

nmeasures concerning the i ssue of alien species?

a) no X

b) sone initiatives

c) many initiatives

101. I's your country making available the informati on which it holds on alien
speci es through the CHW

a) no

b) sone information X

c) all available information

d) information avail abl e through other channels (pl ease specify)

102. I's your country providing support to enable the d obal Invasive Species
Programme to fulfil the tasks outlined in the decision and its annexes?

a) no

b) limted support X

c) substantial support

Further comments on inplenentation of this Article

The regulations exist, but their inplenmentation has been difficult: the
i ntroduction of exotic species represents one of the essential causes of
bi odi versity loss. Qur country does not count on measures or prograns for the
control and nmitigation of the adverse effects of such introductions, nor

27 Introduction of rainbow trout and Nile Tilapia in the hydric system as
well as the wuse of conifers and eucalyptus in the nmanagenent of
hydr ogr aphi ¢ basi ns.

28 CENI BANANO Project for the followup of the introduction of fleningia
macrophylla in the zone of Uraba.

BANATURA: Traini ng courses that include the subject of exotic species.

AUGURA: Phytosanitary nmanagement of ballast with the aim of controlling
the propagation of exotic species, especially insects. FAO norm | SPML5 -
Standard of |International Plant Protection Convention regarding wood
packagi ng material s-

Bogot & Botanical Garden: In the Capital District there are sone studies
about the effect of invasive species on ecosystens of inportance.

Von Hunboldt Institute: Research alliance between the Institute and
i nvestigators from Brazil and Argentina. Through the Institute, Col onbia
woul d be in charge of compiling information, characterizing the invasive
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mechani snms to regulate their inpact. 27

It is worth noting advances in the realization of the national inventory of
various groups of exotic species and the interest in developing studies and
adopting measures of control, above all, in relation to groups of fishes,
anphi bi ans and reptiles, anong others.

There is a | ack of awareness about the inpact they have and a need to
formul ate a clear policy about their presence in protected areas. On the
regional and national level there are isolated28 initiatives and studies29
whi ch stand out as advances in inplenentation.

Article 8 Traditional know edge and rel ated provisions

103. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medi um c) Low X

104. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and recommendati ons made?

a) CGood b) Adequat e c) Limting X d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources (see further
comment s bel ow)

105. Has your country undertaken neasures to ensure that the know edge, innovations
and practices of indigenous and | ocal communities enbodying traditional |ifestyles
rel evant for the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity are
respect ed, preserved and nai nt ai ned?

a) no neasures

b) some nmeasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive neasures in place

106. I's your country working to encourage the equitable sharing of benefits arising
fromthe utilization of such know edge, innovations and practices?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel opnment

d) progranme or policy in place

species of fauna and flora and el aborating distribution maps. Likew se
the Institute is in the process of nmaking a prelimnary list of invasive
pl ants.

29 Recently a study and analysis was done on the inplications of the
i ntroduction of the West Nile Virus into the birds of Col onbia. The fina
docunent includes an analysis of the bird species which have been
infected by the West Nile Virus in North Anerica, according to the NWHC
(2002) and indicates which of these are present in Colonbia and which
have m gratory popul ati ons which nove between North America and Col onbi a
(Rossel i, 2002).
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Decision I11/4 and Decision IV/9. Inmplenmentation of Article 8(j)

107. Has your country devel oped national |egislation and correspondi ng strategi es
for the inplenmentation of Article 8(j)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opment X

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) legislation or other neasures in place
108. Has your country supplied information on the inplenmentation of Article 8(j) to
other Contracting Parties through nmedia such as the national report?

a) no

b) yes - previous national report X

c) yes — CHM

d) yes - other neans (please give details bel ow)
1009. Has your country submitted case-studies to the Executive Secretary on neasures

taken to devel op and inpl ement the Convention's provisions relating to indigenous and

| ocal conmunities?
a) no X
b) yes
110. I's your country participating in appropriate working groups and neetings?
a) none
b) some X
c) all
111. I's your country facilitating the active participation of representatives of
i ndi genous and | ocal communities in these working groups and neeti ngs?
a) no
b) vyes X
Decision V/16. Article 8(j) and rel ated provisions
112. Has your country revi ewed the programe of work specified in the annex to the
deci sion, and identified howto inplenent those tasks appropriate to national

ci rcunst ances?

a) no

b) under review X

c) yes (please provide details)
113. I's your country integrating such tasks into its ongoi ng programes, taking into
account the identified collaboration opportunities?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to alimted extent X

d) yes — to a significant extent
114. I's your country taking full account of existing instruments, guidelines, codes

and other relevant activities in the inplenmentation of the programe of work?

a)

no
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b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to alimted extent X

d) yes —to a significant extent

115. Has your country provided appropriate financial support for the inplenentation
of the programre of work?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to alimted extent X

d) yes —to a significant extent

116. Has your country fully incorporated wonen and wonen’s organi zations in the
activities undertaken to i npl ement the programme of work contained in the annex to the
deci sion and other relevant activities under the Convention?

a) no X
b) yes
117. Has your country taken measures to facilitate the full and effective

partici pation of indigenous and | ocal comunities in the inplenentation of the
Conventi on?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to alimted extent X

d) yes — to a significant extent

118. Has your country provi ded case studi es on net hods and approaches concerning the
preservation and sharing of traditional know edge, and the control of that information
by i ndi genous and | ocal communities?

a) no X

b) not rel evant

c) yes — sent to the Secretari at

d) yes — through the national CHM

e) yes — avail abl e through other neans (please specify)

119. Does your country exchange i nformati on and share experiences regardi ng national
| egi sl ati on and ot her neasures for the protection of the know edge, innovations and
practices of indigenous and | ocal conmmunities?

a) no

b) not rel evant

c) yes — through the CHM X

d) yes — with specific countries

e) yes — available through other means (pl ease specify)

120. Has your country taken nmeasures to pronote the conservati on and mai nt enance of
know edge, innovations, and practices of indigenous and |ocal conmunities?

a) no

b) not rel evant

C) sone neasures X

d) extensive measures
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121. Has your country supported the devel opnent of registers of traditiona
know edge, innovations and practices of indigenous and | ocal comunities, in
col | aboration with these communities?

a) no X

b) not rel evant

c) devel opnent in progress

d) register fully devel oped

122. Have representatives of indigenous and | ocal community organi zations
participated in your official delegation to neetings held under the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity?

a) not rel evant X

b) not appropriate

c) yes

123. I's your country assisting the Secretariat to fully utilize the clearing-house
nmechani smto co-operate closely wth indigenous and | ocal comunities to expl ore ways
that enable themto make inforned decisions concerning rel ease of their traditional
know edge?

a) no X

b) awaiting informati on on how to proceed

c) yes

124. Has your country identified resources for funding the activities identified in
t he deci si on?

a) no X

b) not rel evant

c) partly

d) fully

Further conments on inplenentation of this Article

The inplenentation of article 8 has been problematical; it has been given a
limted priority which is not in accordance with the inportance which it has
for the country, since it has not been possible to reach agreenents on
fundanental aspects, like the fair distribution of the benefits accruing to
and rights of communities over their ancestral know edge.

In this aspect, the proposal is to agree on a sui generis reginme that allows
such communities to share their know edge and, at the same tinme, enjoy its
benefits.

One advance in regard to this regine is in its stage of finalization: a
project by the Hunboldt Institute which seeks to create a technical policy
proposal for and a norm on access to genetic resources. This project has
el aborated a proposal for a sui generis reginme for the protection of
traditional know edge, as a working docunent for the conpetent nationa
authority and indigenous and |ocal organizations. It includes four case
studi es done by the comrunities thenselves. They are: indigenous comunities
of the department of Antioquia, indigenous and peasant-farmer comunities of

the north of the department of el Cauca, indigenous comunities of the middle
basin of the river Caquetda in the departnent of Amazonas and Afro- Col ombi an
communities of the nunicipality of Buenaventura in the departnent of el
Val | e.
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Furt her nor e, al though financial and technical efforts have been devoted to
the subjects related to the developnment of this article by the Mnistry of
Environment, Housing and Territorial Developnment, the Mnistry of Interior
and the scientific research institutes of the National Environmental System
like the von Hunboldt Institute and the SINCH , as well as the I|1AP, t hey
have been sufficient to conply with the stages of dissenmination in and
consultation with the indigenous and |ocal conmunities, aspects which
require a special attention.

One of the npbst controversial points has to do with nedicinal plants and
their potential wuse, since many ethnic groups, especially those of the
Amazon, have a vast know edge of this field which they are willing to share
so long as there are equitable conditions for the distribution of benefits.

Among the advances on a national level there stand out the working group of
the Mnistry of Interior through the General Directorate of Ethnic Affairs30;
the existence of the ad hoc Goup of traditional know edge associated wth
bi ol ogi cal resources, convoked by the Humboldt Institute, t he agreenment
between the Hunboldt Institute3l and the Col ombian Institute of Anthropol ogy
and History (ICANH) for joint work in this field.

There are other experiences on a regional level. 32

30 Focal point for dealing with the subject of traditional know edge, in
support of the decisions which the Mnistry of Foreign Relations should
t ake.

31 The group has net on four occasions and wth its support three
nati onal workshops have been held, with the participation of indigenous,
Afro- Col ombi an and peasant-farmer organi zati ons and persons.

32 Association of Agricultural and Stock-raising Producers of the Amazon
( APAA) .

SINCHI, National University: Project for sustainable chili peppers.

Sinchi: Wrk wth indigenous conmunities on the Varzeas Project -
traditional know edge of the Tikuna ethnic group on jungle zones subject
to seasonal fl ooding.

WAF- Col onbi a: Resources fromthe GIZ to support the strengthening of the
work of conmunities on the subject of access to genetic resources,
protection of traditional know edge and intellectual property rights.

International Affairs Goup - Mnistry of Environment, Housing and
Territorial Developnent: GEF Project on the 2" National Report on
Bi odi versity and Evaluation of the Creation of Capacity for the
I mpl emrentation of Article 8 and Related ones of the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity, in inplenentation phase.

Bot ani cal Garden of Bogota: Investigations of the traditional know edge
of peasant-farner populations of the Capital District about promssory
species of wld flora; work wth peasant-farmer conmunities of the
Sunmepaz region, in the Andean high plains region of the Departnents of
Cundi namarca and Boyaca&, on the recuperation of oral tradition about
medi ci nal plants and forest species used to protect micro-basins, through
what are known as “conceptual nmingas” (mngas are the traditional
i ndi genous cooperative work gangs).

Cor pocal das: Application of traditional know edge in the devel opnent of
sust ai nabl e agro-ecosystens (indigenous comunities of Riosucio), as well
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Article 9 Ex situ conservation

125. What is the relative priority afforded to i nplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medium c) Low

126. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and recomendat i ons nmade?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Limting |X d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources ( see further
comment s bel ow)

127. Has your country adopted neasures for the ex situ conservati on of conmponents of
bi ol ogi cal diversity native to your country (9a)?

a) no neasures

b) some nmeasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive neasures in place

128. Has your country adopted neasures for the ex situ conservation of conmponents of
bi ol ogi cal diversity originating outside your country (9a)?

a) no neasures

b) sonme neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

129. If the answer to the previous question was yes, is this being done in active
col l aboration with organi zations in the other countries (9a)?

a) no

b) yes X
130. Has your country established and naintained facilities for the ex situ

conservation of and research on plants, aninmals and m cro-organi sns that represent
genetic resources native to your country (9b)?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

131. Has your country established and nmaintained facilities for the ex situ
conservati on of and research on plants, animals and m cro-organi sns that represent
genetic resources originating el sewhere (9b)?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

132. If the answer to the previous question was yes, is this being done in active
col | aboration with organi zations in the other countries (9a)?

as traditional agro-forestry practices for the growing of coffee and
sugar cane.

Omcha: work wth Jlocal comunities for the preservation of the
traditi onal know edge and use of resources.
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a) no X
b) yes
133. Has your country adopted neasures for the reintroduction of threatened species

into their natural habitats under appropriate conditions (9c)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

134. Has your country taken neasures to regul ate and manage the coll ection of
bi ol ogi cal resources fromnatural habitats for ex situ conservati on purposes so as not
to threaten ecosystens and in situ popul ati ons of species (9d)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential measures under review

d) conprehensive measures in place

If a devel oped country Party -

135. Has your country cooperated in providing financial and other support for ex
situ conservation and in the establishment and nai nt enance of ex situ conservation
facilities in devel oping countries (9e)?

If a devel oping country Party or Party with economy in transition -

136. Has your country received financial and other support for ex situ conservation
and in the establishment and mai ntenance of ex situ conservation facilities (9e)?

a) no

b) yes X

Further conments on inplenentation of this Article

There are national efforts for the inplenentation of this article,
represented by advances in |egislation, research for the red books that have
served to establish priorities for endangered species; and the formation of
net wor ks of botani cal gardens and zoos.

Mor eover, it should be noted that the country has placed nore enphasis on the
mai nt enance of phyto- and zoo-genetic <collections wth an econom c-
nutritional relevance than on animls or nicroorganisns. Towards this end it

counts on institutions I|ike the International Cent er for  Tropical
Agriculture, 11 CA and Corpoica, which have the appropriate infrastructure for
conserving such coll ections.

Nevert hel ess, the availability of resources is very limted and it is
focused on the nobst advanced projects of the country s zoos and botanical
gar dens. There is a great gap in the regions of the Chocé, Amazon and
Ori noco.

For the above reasons there is a need for a national policy with an inpact on
a larger scale, by neans of which investigation would be encouraged, taking
into account that, nore than exhibitions, the work of the centers of ex situ
conservation is to conplenment neasures of in situ conservation through
education directed at the search for the sustainable use of resources, the
conservation of ecosystenms and the protection of endangered speci es.

Since resources are so scanty, the devel oped countries should be encouraged




47

to participate much nore actively in |ocal conservation efforts, through
agreenents for cooperation between their own botanical gardens and centers of
conservation of flora ex situ and the centers of botanical gardens in the
devel opi ng countries, based on an obvious respect for the nornms of the
Convention on Biological Diversity and the CI TES and other | ocal and regiona
regul ations, |ike Decision 391 of the Andean Comrunity.

127- Has your country adopted neasures for the ex situ conservation of
conmponents of biological diversity native to your country (9a)?

W have a national tool for determining the Plan followed by Col onbian zoos
and aquariuns in the collection of native and exotic species of wld fauna
and the National Collections Plan for Botanical Gardens. Through these tools,
zoos and aquariums, & well as botanical gardens, may establish priorities
for species and ecosystens, according to their geographical distribution and
state of conservation. 33

By neans of the two above-nentioned docunments, the zoos and aquariuns

established the national plan for the conservation of endangered species. In
the case of the botanical gardens, the inplenentation of the tool of the
National Collection Plan is very recent, but it is expected that the
Nati onal Conservation Plan for Flora wll likewise be established for

Bot ani cal Gardens in the mddle term

Wth regard to the collections of botanical gardens, the country currently
has 12 active gardens, located in the Caribbean, Andean, Northeastern and
Sout hwestern regions; three inactive ones, in Villavicencio, Cali and the
Dari én; and three projects for gardens, in the Guajira, Vichada and
Amazonas34. In general, the gardens have nmade advances in the consolidation
and i npl enentation of the National Collection Plan for Botanical Gardens,
menti oned above. Support for the projects in the Guajira, Vichada,
Villavicenci o and Amazonas is indispensable, as well for the establishment of
a center for the Chocd.

The country currently has seven zoos, distributed in the follow ng way:

Cari bbean region — Barranquilla; Andean region — Medellin, Pereira and three
in Cundinamarca (Jaine Duque, Santa Cruz, Piscilago); Sout hwest region -
Cali; there is a project for a zoo in the Amazonas. There are two aquari uns:

in the Islas del Rosario and in Santa Mart a.

To resume, we must strengthen and apply such neasures, as well as encourage
nmore research into ex situ collections and support the initiatives and
projects in the Guajira, Vichada, Amazonas and the Chocé. The latter two
regions are the territories where resources are nost exploited; despite their
natural wealth, their resources do not remain there but are extracted and
di spersed throughout the interior of the country. Likewi se, the Guajira and
the island territories are conposed of very vulnerable and highly exploited

33. Wrk done on the initiative of the Mnistry of Environment,
Territorial Developnment and the Colonbian Association of Zoologica
Par ks, ACOPAZOA.

34. Governor’s O fice of the Department of Ammzonas and Corpoamazoni a:
They have signed an agreenent by which they are financing and devel opi ng
the project for the zoo and botanical garden of the Anazonas. Thanks to
this agreenment, the project has a terrain of 179 hectares in the
muni ci pality of Leticia.




48

35. Breeding farms for the caimans of the river Magdalena, in Sucre and
Cor doba.

36 AUGURA, through an agreement with CORPO CA, nmanages an inportant
collection of wvarieties of Msacea. They are |ikewi se establishing
extension prograns for groups |ike the Heliconia.

I1CA: currently maintains an in vitro gernplasm bank with nore than
16, 251 senen straws of the bovine races Casanarefio, Ronpsi nuano, Bl anco
orejinegro, Sanmartinero, Costefio con cuernos, Casanarefio, Hartén del
Vall e and Chino Santandereano, and 2,600 senen straws of the ovine
species. It has al so undertaken devel opnent initiatives with

1,447 senen straws of the bovine races nmost wi dely accepted by producers,
i ke the Ronpsi nuano and el Bl anco orejinegro.

37 “Caracol Pala” (Queen Conch) (Islas del Rosario),; The Center for the
care and evaluation of endangered species that result from the
confiscation of wild fauna; inplementation of transitory hones for the
recuperation and reintroduction into their habitats of endangered
species, for exanple, that of the University of the Amazonia.

38. Fish-farmng projects for the development of native species, for
exanpl e, the bocachi co.

Conservation of a nunber of endangered species, anong which stand out:
Zam a and Cavanillesia and the flora of the zone of the dry canyon of the
Ri o Chi canocha

There are research centers for fish-farmng (of both continental and
marine varieties) in the Caribbean and the Pacific. These centers carry
on research into native species suitable for fish-breeding. They work on
reproduction, nutrition, feeding, as well as pathology, water quality and
the massive production of seeds (larvae or spawn) neant for breeding
farnms and the restocking of public waters like rivers, reservoirs, |akes
and marshes, anong others.

I nvestigations are being carried out by different fish-farm ng research
institutes into the preservation of senmen for breeding purposes, t he
i nduced reproduction of fishes, cytogenetics, the reproduction of narine
shrinps and genetic inprovenent.

The Cali zoo has a program for reproduction in captivity, wth the
support of international zoos, which includes a program for the
reproduction and reintroduction into its habitat of the condor of the
Andes. It has also begun to reproduce sone species of the Cracidae

fam ly like Crax al berti and other birds |ike the Semoris ranphasti nus.

CORPOCALDAS and the San Diego Zoo: reintroduction of the Andean Condor
initially in the area of jurisdiction of “Los Nevados” National Natura
Par k.

A nunber of Autononpbus Regi onal Corporations carry out research work into
the in — vitro propagation of native species, w