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Thematic Report on Mountain Egosystemsy

Ploase provids the following datails on the origin of this report.

Naticoal Focal Point .

Full pame of the instimtion: Miniry of Foreign Affairs

Namz and titie of contact officer: Adrwiistative Official of Forcign ARl
Hanako Shnla _

Mailing address: Shibs Koen 2-11-1, Minato-kn, Tekyo 105-8519, Japen

‘Telepbone: +31-3-35804022

Fax: +81-3-6A00-2338

E-rail: Henako shuds @mofego Jp

Contact officer for maticoxl teport (if diffexent)

Full name of the institution: Miolsry of the Eoviroomest
Techairsl Official of Eaviroament

Name and dtle of comtact officer: Socya

‘Mailing addreas: 123 Knsumigaseki, Chlyoda-ku, Tokyo,100-8975,
Japm

Telephone: +81-3-5521 8272

Fax: 1325023228

E-mail: MINORU_SOEYA @oav.g0.)p

Suimission |
| Signatue of officer reaponsible for HED
submitting national report:
Dete ot e 2 Dewomber, 2602
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Please mvm.m information on the process by which this report has
besn prepared, incloding infoxmstiom om the types of stakebolders who have

heen activaly involved in its preparation and on materisl which was uaed as a
basis for the report.

The deaft was drawe out by the govemment consisting of nine Ministries invalved with the Cowveation oa
WM.MM“Mmhwﬂhmwhmmwmwmﬁdwm
Commiites

Tier-Ministecial
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Moamtain Bcosystoms
L mhmardaﬁwpﬁmmommmdabtbcmmaﬂumdmmucmof
bioclogical diversity in mountzin scosystema?
2) High | x | b Modium { o) Low |
comiry resources available for conservation and sustainable axe of
> mmqmmmmmmmmmm
a) Good b} Adequale ¢) Limiting X | d) Severely limiting

3. Has your country roquestcd finsacial assistance from GEF for funding the activitics for conservation
and eustainabls use of biclogical diversity in mowstain ecosystems?

a) o X
b) yes, pleasc provide details

Assessawnt, Identification and Mooltoring

4. mmcmmmmammmmmﬁum@m
of biological diversity of mountsin ccosystems?

2) no, please specify the reasoms
b) yes, please specify major thrests and their relative X
importance, as well as gaps Changes in the shape of the
texrain, constuciion of & new
stroctare, overuse of monntain
trail by climber and hiker, ilegnl
picking of alpine piant
¢) If yes, please apecify the moasures your country has taken to Permissions bascd on the relevant
control the causes of logs of mountsin hiodiversity laws
5 Hnymmhyiduﬁﬁedﬁmnﬂcm&fmwaﬂmammbbmofﬁolom
diversity of mountsin ecosystems?
8) 0o, please specify the reascms X .
' See the “further comments™
colummn

b} yes, pleass specify
6. m;ywmuymdemywuofmomwitymﬁlgiﬁtyoﬁhemlﬁminm

country’?

2) 0o, please specify the reasons
h)yes.phasspecifydnmnhmdnbwurdﬂ“mﬂonmmu’m X

biodiversity . R See the “ferther comments™

colnmm

7. Has your country made any assessment impoctant for conservation of biclogical diversity of mounsain
ccosystems at the genetic, specics sud ecosystem levels? (You may wish to use the Annex [ of the

e
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Convention for calegonics of biodl versity important for comservation)

2) no, pleass specify the reasons

b) yes, some assestments of snonitosing andectaken (please specify) X
See the “forther comments™
column

¢) yes, comprebensive assespments or monitoring programmes
undertaken {pleate spocify where results can be found, and
opportunitics and obstacles, if any)

Regulatory and Information Systam and Action Plon

B. msymmumdevdopdmmhﬁmpdmmdpmmﬁtmuwﬁmmdmmmﬂem
af biological ammymmnﬁnmym?

a) no

b) yes, please specify sectors X
See the “further commeats™
colomn

9. Has your country applied the ecosystam approach (adopecd at COP 5) in the conservation and
sustainable use of biclogical diversity in mountain ecosystems?

a) ao

b) yes, please provide some cases or examples X
See the “forther comments”
columnn

[0. Does your nations] hiodiversity siratogy and action plan cover monntain biological diversity?
a) no, pleaso specify why

b) yes, please give some information on the strategy and plan, in X _
parﬁcularonmnmlainhio_&_vuily See the “facther ¢ nts”
colmmn

11. Has yowr country disseminated the relevant informsation concersing management practices, plans and
mmmfmmmmdmﬁmbhmdoompmu of biclogical diversity in mountain

ecosystems?
8) no
b) yes, plesse provide details where information can be retrieved X
conCRIning management practices, plans and propranmes Webeites of relevant ministries
eic,

Cooperation
12. MwwwMWmMﬁﬂoﬂuMnfmmﬁmMmﬂdﬁﬂew
of hivlogical diversity in monutain ecosystems at the regional kevel or within 2 range of mountains?

a) Do I
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b) yes, pleass specify the objectives of this eollshoeation and X
achievemcats Sec the “farther comments™
coluon
13. Has your conntry signed or ratified any regional or internationsl troaty concerning mountains?
ayne

b) yes, picass specify which treaty and provide as moch as X
possibie a report on the progress in the implementation | o ooon for the Protection of the
of the treaties, including any major constrains in the ; .
implementation of the treaties World Coltural snd Natural Heritage

Ralevant thasatic arsas and cross-cutting issues

14. Hnywmyuhnmdmﬁnmymﬂihimﬂemmm programmes of
work on agricultxral; inland waters; forest; and dry and sub-homid iande biological diversity?

a) oo

b) yes ~ but in only onc or two thematic programenes of work X

¢) yes, included in all programmes of work .

d) if yes, please gpecify detniks Taken into account in
implementation of programme
of work on forsst hiological
diversity

LS. Hnmcmymmymmmemmmmhmilmtﬂmﬂe?
a) no , please specify why
b) yea, but in early stages of development (please specify the
ressons) :
¢) in advanced stages of developmont (pleass specify the reagont) X .
Seo the “further comments™

1 column

) relatively comprehensive measwres belag implemented (please
specify the reasons)

16. Has your country taken any measures to proteci the traditiona! knowledge, innovetions and practices
of indigencus and local communitics for conservation and sustainable use of biclogical divessity in
mountain ecosysiems? .

a) no

b) not relevant ‘

)} yes, buat in early stages of policy or programme developmient
d) yes, in advanced stages of development

e) some programmes being implamented X
f) comprehensive programumes being implemented

17. Has your country developed any programmes for the protecton of namrat and calinral heritges in the
movataing?
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a) no .
b) yes, pleate provide some information in the X
Programmes Japan has estsblished the Shirakami-
sanchi World Heritape Arca
Management Plan and the Yakusiraa
World Heritage Area Mapagement Plan
‘ in 1995
18. Has your couniry cstahlishad protecied aress in moutains?
a) 0o
b) yes, please specify the percentage of mountsins under protocied sreas _ X
out of tolal mountain areas in yous cowntry —
19.H:smeumryunhmlmmyudﬁdumcdeumhhmﬁmﬂYmofMomﬁmnd
EBeo-towriam?
8) Do
b) yes, please spocify X
Some activiies have undectakan by
Japancse Inbernations] Year of
Monptain National Committee,
Ministry of the Environment etc
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Cane~gtudles

Plesse provide case-studies msede by your country in oonsesvation and
sustsinable nse of biclogioal diversity in socntain oeoosystems.

Further comments

Q5 We have implemented the needs asscssment in Asia segion based on the programme of work for

the Global Taxonomy Initiative which was endoesed by the decision of the 6th meeting of the
Conference of the parties to CBD. But we bave not been in the process of needs assossment for

specific area yet.

Q6 Relevant studies and investigations quch as the National Survey on the Natwal Environment
Bazed on the Nature Conservation Law have tndertakea in arder to agsess ecoystems, including
mountain ccosystems, in Japas. Based on the resuits of thess studics The Netional Biodiversity
Strategy of Japan (revised in 2002) clearly specifics the vulnerabiliry or fragility of the mountains,
especially the high altinude sgea in Japan as following,

“Although many endemic and yelic species exists, these mgion is vsually fragile against the small
impart mads by human sctivities becanse of cold climates. In deed, there are many effects in these
ares in Japan caused by the impact of oxcessive foot traffic on the trails up mountains”

Q7

In Nstional Forests, the Japancse povemroent has established the “Protected Forests”, which are
classified into “Forest Biosphere Reperve”, “Spocific Anima) Habitat Prosected Farcst™ and “Forest
Bio-genetic Resources Preservation Porest” eic. under the government’ s mandate. Thesc forests are
appropriately managed for protection. l

The Forest Tree Breoding Conter bas estimmied genctic diversity in a species in natural forests by
wsing “3s0enzyme analysis.” Species anslyzed are forestry species such as Japanese black-pine
(Pinus Thundergii), Japaness onk (Quercus mongolica) and Japanese beech (Fagus crenata) etc., and
scarce specics such as cherry-leaf Alder (Afnsas rrabeculosg Hand-Mazz) etd.
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“The Forest Tree Broeding Center bas coliected penetic resonrces inchuling foresiry species, Japancae

codar (Cryptomeria japonica) sisd Japasoso cyptess (chamaecyparis obsisg) from mountain
ecosystems. [t has analyzed theit geaotic attributes, such a3 growth mte and wood quality ctc.

Q8 Japan has cstablished the Natare Comservation Law, Natural Park Law, the Law for the
Conservation of Endangered Species of Wild Fannn and Flors, Forest and Farestry besic Law,
National Biodiversity Strategy of Japan, Forest and Foreatry basic plan, eic.

Q9 The New National Biodiversity Sunegy of Japan positions preventative and adiptive manner
based on ecosystem appronch an the basic maance for conservation and sustainable use of biotogical
diversity. _

Q10 Mounsain ecosystem ig very important for the congervation and sustainabls nae of biclogical
diversity in Japan because mowninin region covess about three fourth of the narional land. The
National Biodiversity Strategy of Japan pointy out the neocssity of the reinfowcoment of conservation
effarts, restoestion of nahe and works towards sustainabie nse as the diractiona for the futore
wmntofpﬂkymm.wnhmpIdwmmﬁnmmmengpdmmﬁn
main thers such as the conservation of impartant arcas and the carmection of such areas in the
ecological network, conservation and managemant of wild life (ex. works towards the conservation

| of raptors, invasive alien species issoas) and specifies the relevant mensures for theee theans.

Q12 For exunple, Japan has conducted the following techmical corpotation projecs through JICA
{Japsts International Cooperation Ageney).

» The Biodi versity Conservation Projoct in Indonesia

This project zims at couservation of biodivessity in Indonesia through establishment of system for
infarmation service and general survey on the environment, and technology transfer on the
mesagement plans of national patks.

» Barnean Biodiversity and Ecosysteas Conservation Program in Sabah
This project sims at Natural Park sanagement, coaservation of aatural babitat in Sabah that has great
biodiversity richness and covers the Mt Kinabaln, the highest mountain in South-East Asiz

Q!5 Soms mesgures huve been done based on relevant laws such as the Nawral Parks Law. This
year, the Nawral Packs Law was revisad in ander io regulate captore of wild animals and to enforce
the *Visitor Cootrol Arca” system, which regulate the number of visitars end the length of their stay
in the ares. This new policy will be enforced next year.
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