Burundi: Access and Benefit Sharing

Burundi’s planning document
 indicated that in Burundi, the main question is to know what types of biodiversity values must be for equitable sharing. Biodiversity shows direct and indirect values vis-à-vis the man who is the center. Indirect values include ecological functions such as climate regulation, water and soil ensured through the country’s ecosystems, the political, legal and institutional framework, etc.. These values are shared fairly and naturally. Thus the conservation of biodiversity benefits in an indirect way for everyone. It is the same for other intrinsic values, heritage and existential. However, since the current population is putting increasing pressure on ecosystems, it is necessary to worry about guarantees durability and therefore sharing for future generations.

Direct values relate to vested interests (edible products, trade, firewood, fishing, medicinal products, biotechnology products such as improved seeds, etc.) to which man aspires. The question that arises is this: access to biological resources, the current exploitation of these resources does not account for future generations, whether these resources benefit abroad or Burundi benefits from foreign biological resources!

In the field of conservation of protected areas, sharing is not noticeable. Indeed, the creation of protected areas has been accompanied by the expropriation among other populations even without compensation. These people no longer have access to natural resources as protected, resulting in conflicts with guards. However, efforts to integrate the population in the management of protected areas, although still shy, could promote sharing.

In agropastoral, sharing is difficult because of assessing the thorny problems of fragmentation and scarcity of land. However, migration to areas still relatively fertile is a sign of access to biological resources.

In natural environments unprotected resource use is not controlled. This has resulted in the rapid depletion of resources that does not benefit the local population, which is the case for fishing, hunting and medicinal plants.

Foreign access to internal biological resources is manifested by exports of various products and tourism. However, Burundi does not benefit or not benefit enough from these resultant products abroad nor the technology necessary for the development of its biological resources.
Goal 7: Establishment of an integral policy and a concerted framework in which the responsibilities of all stakeholders in the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity are clearly defined

In Burundi, the major problem is the integration of local communities in the process of conservation and resource management. Conflicts are mainly caused by the decision on land without taking into account the interests of the people.

Indeed, the various institutions concerned with the issue of biodiversity are suffering from lack of a framework for coordination and cooperation and thus act in isolation and silos. These conflicts generate disagreements not only between people and the state, but also with field projects with consequences of irrational use at all levels.

To address this challenge, it is urgent to adopt a policy integrating all actors and defining their respective roles. In addition, to enable people to access resources, some facilities must be taken into account in the standard of living. These problems are such that the daily management tends to solve this goal through three orientations:

· Set a framework for intersectoral coordination and cooperation to promote the preservation of biodiversity (Article 10)

· Promote environmentally sound and sustainable development in areas surrounding protected areas in order to strengthen the protection of these areas and mitigate conflicts of resource use (Art 12)

· Support production activities designed to promote the conservation of biodiversity (Art. 10, 11)
Burundi
 (2009) reported that in terms of access to genetic resources (Article 15), Burundi benefits from scientific research results of other Contracting Parties, and has initiated cooperation between the Tervuren Museum in Belgium and INECN on non-insect invertebrates. Moreover Burundi receives banana cultivars from the University of Leuven (KUL) through IRAZ. The INECN also signed a memorandum of understanding with the International Centre for Ecology and Physiology of Insects (PKI) based in Nairobi, Kenya, for the sharing of benefits arising from research and development through this collaboration INECN-ICP-ISABU.
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