Malawi: Benefit Sharing

Malawi
 (2010) reported on benefit sharing

Priority Action 6: Develop and enact regulations for access to and equitable sharing of benefit arising from the use of genetic resources.

Targets: Benefits arising from commercial and other utilisation of genetic resources are equally shared with stakeholders by 2010 (2010 BD Target 10.2).

· The Environmental Management Bill when approved by parliament will have guidelines for Access and Benefit sharing.

· The National Parks and Wildlife Act of 1992 was amended in 2004 to take into account issues of collaborative management. The Act promotes 50-50 sharing of benefits and responsibilities by each party.

Progress

Access to genetic resources is guided by Procedures and Guidelines for Access and Collection of Genetic Resources in Malawi (Revised 2002) and Procedures and Guidelines for the Conduct of Research in Malawi (Revised 2002). Comprehensive ABS regulations are included in the revised EMA.
Provisions on ABS contained in the proposed Environmental Management Bill and the Manual on Access and benefit Sharing will promote utilization of genetic resources and equitable sharing of benefit in line with relevant provisions of the CBD.
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