Cook Islands
Cook Islands’ planning document
 had a theme on equitable sharing of benefits and access to biodiversity. 
Background information:

Healthy ecosystems are a fundamental component of the main economic activities of the Cook Islands - tourism, pearl farming and agriculture. Some groups make very specific use of biodiversity, such as the subsistence fishers, the ecotourist guides, the makers of flower and shell garlands (ºei ), and the carvers of artifacts. It is also possible that some medicinally useful chemicals exist in some Cook Islands plants and animals and these could be financially beneficial to the country and to the particular stakeholders involved. There is a need to encourage research into the uses of biodiversity and to ensure an equitable sharing of benefits. The National Workshop concluded that a special independent agency would be the best option to manage this aspect of biodiversity.

Strategic Goal D: Ensure that the uses of biodiversity, including genetic resources, bring equitable benefits to relevant stakeholders.

Action: Establish an independent agency to encourage and manage research on biodiversity and its uses, and to ensure that there is an equitable sharing of benefits.

Cook Islands’ national report
 indicated that no agency as such has been formed. A Cook Islands research committee has been established within the Prime Minister’s office. This committee comprises of Government and some nongovernment agencies. The role of the committee is to approve any research that is being carried out in the Cook Islands, including biodiversity. The National Research Committee at the Office of the Prime Minister screen and assess all in-coming research to ensure national returns and benefits. Measures will be taken to incorporate contractual arrangements between parties especially for material taken out of the country and on-going charges for the use of materials.
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